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The Jewish Mark Twain.

\ INTERVIEW FOR JEWISH CHRONICLE WITH
¢+ SHALOM ALEICHEM.”

T the last Zionist Congress, one event arouged widegpread interest and atten-
tion. This was the Hebrew session which showed what great progress
the Hebrew language has made during recent years, and what excellent
prospects it has of becoming once more the national tongue of the people

of Tsrsel. Its claims in this respect are not altogether unchallenged, and notably

" the representatives of the Poalei Zion urged at the Congress, that as a fact, Yiddish

-was far more the national language of the Jews to-day. This view derives strength

‘A from the fact—recently referred to by Heinrich TLoewe in his work on ‘' Die

- Bprachen der Juden ’’—that nearly four-fifths of the Jewish population of the

" world use Yiddish as their vernacular. In reference to this question, it will be

of interest to hear the views of the most popular of modern Jewish writers, Shalom

» Rabinowitz, better known under the pseudonym of ‘' Shalom Aleichem,”

‘who has been good enough to grant an interview to & representative of the

JEWISH CHRONICLE. . . ) .
) It is hardly necessary to say who Shalom Aleichem is. His fame is perhaps
best charactorised by the following anecdote. Mark Twain was once introduced
to him, and as he shook hands he said : “T am the American Shalom Alelck'xem.”
Pat came the retort, * And I am the Yiddish Mark Twain.” Shalom Aleichem
' -gpent lagt summer in Badenweiler, a lovely resort in the Black: Forest, and went

.0 Basle with his family for the festivals. The local community did all it cogld po
- show honour to the distinguished guest, and a special seat was reserved for him in
.the synagogue. On the day after New .
«Year, our representative writes, I met him

as the language. Whoever really learns to know Jewish 1

diaspora must laugh and cry at the same fime.” S
Do you algo write sgrious things? Lo R
“But my humour is serious. "It is possible fo treat sériotl

and ‘humorous things seriously,” Jewish humour hag th

dashed with tears.” :
e v ‘

\ A Curious Correspondence. .’

Shalom Aleichem told me what enthusiastic greefings
emigrants passing through Basle when they hesrd he wms.;iq(
him their life stories, and he had to promise. them! that:h
experiences. . ¢ IR LR
Tt is remarkable,” he continued, “ that I correspond not,
and friends, but with a large number of Jews who are st
letters that I receive are real curiosities. A NI writes to m¢
ghall get married ; & girl wants to know whether she shoultl
Russia, or go to Palestine. Another correspondent asks whethi
%83 of his town (the name of which I had never previously he
stories, as the characterisation fitted exactly. Another seeks'
question : ‘YW DIION Y12 And the worst of it is that to
him he has another N2RE.” ; i
What do you think of the relation of the Yiddish language
you think that Hebrew will gradually take the place of Yiddigh#:
“T gm no Yiddish Chauvinist, like the men of Czernowits
opinion that Yiddish is at present the only national language%ﬁﬁi
class language—but one which, with its history extending ov i
certain justification. It must never think of contesting the: s
Hebrew, the original vernacular, the wuse of which ha
by force of circumstances. But we must reckon with 't
Everywhere, where Jews live together, Yiddish is spoken
affairs will, I think, subsist for centuries to come.

o

particularly, :

in his hotel, writing as he usually is.
Shalom’ Aleichem’s Latest Work.

- What are you writing now ? I asked.
“T always write sketches for Yiddish
papers appropriate “to the festivals, and
1 am overwhelmed with requests for work
of this sort. For the last twenty years,
on every Yomtov that God gives us, I
have discharged this honourable task. T
always describe pictures from Jewish life

apropos of the particular festival. T am
now at work on skectehes for HSuccoth
which 1 have to finish this week. For the

D'RMI O this year T described various
types of the N2'TM prayer. T stored up
50 many and such varied experiences in
my childhood that if T devote my whole
life to tho task I shall never be able to
describe them all.  Besides I shan’t live
long.”

Oh, why not? 1 interrupted.
Al are looking very well.

“Yes, but 1 don’t put much trust in
life. Tlewecver, during the time that iq
vouchsafed to me 1 work industriously
according to a fixed plan which [ drew up.
I write steadily every day. I have made
shott sketches in a note-book of what I
want to write, and 1 have more material
there than will suffice for my life.

“TRecently,” Shalom Aleichem went
on, “I completed a larger work
entitled  Wandering Stars,” which ex-
tonda to fifty sheets and to which T have
devoted two years' work. Tt will first
appearin America and constitutes the third
part of my triology. ‘Ruchele,’ the first
part, had a musician as hero. It is a tale *
of & youth who cannot let go of his bow
and fiddle and wins everyone's heart by
his playing. Tt is partly autobiographi-
cal.  The second part, ‘ Nightingales,’
apotheosises the Chazonim, and now the
third part describes the milien of Jewish

You

«SHALOM ALEICHEM."”

rospeots. Only thainh
onrn Hebrew and. {
vernacular. Febrew ¢étl
future, but chiefly in
Hebrew may in the
recognised ag an officia
already write letters to
Hebrew addresses. It
ridiculous now to go to P
knowing Hebrew. Only
tend that there would be
between Hebrew and Yid
that Iebrew is making ¢
gress implies a return to Jt
ag formerly only a few
now a great many do 80, |
ber is palpably increasing
all to the good.”

Some Translat

Do you write your“‘

Yiddish ? K
“Chiefly. But I als
and Russian., A congider

my works has been |
Hebrew by my son-in-l
With all other translation
my writings suffers, but if
the case with Hebrew. A
my works were even’
Tisperanto by Dr. Zamen}
of the language. He to
found Yiddish could be
duced in Isperanto th
language.” .y

Shalom Aleichem al
ally avoided using the
because, he said, the term
justice be applied to Yide
on to spoak nbout the 'l
gress in which Shalom:
part with great interesf.
him whether he wal
results of the Congres

artists. In ¢ Wandering BStars’ there
"are thirty-six heroes, each with his own
orrows and idiosyncrasies. My types )
eem, it is true, always somewhat ridiculous, but they nevertheless arouse
he sympathies of the reader, and that is the chief thing.”

Future Plans.

.- What are your projeots for the future ?
. “I am a permanent contributor to Yiddish papers in Russia and New York,
- and this alone absorbs a considerable portion of my activity. ~Then, in the near
future I intend writing s comedy which will depict the different extremes of
‘Jewish education.  Yiddish literature has made great progress in the last decade.
It has been statistically proved that the number of readers hag grown enormously ;
hence the Jewish public is able to stand the most notable writers 71333.”
; Tell me somsthing about your youth. How long have you been writing?
by “When I was a boy I was a very good pupil, and it was said of me that I
g ghould become a X W2 2V1). But that never came off | I cannot remember a
“i. time when I wasn’t writing. Even in the cheder as a fourteen-year-old boy I
wrote an alphabetical vocabulary of the words that I had learnt in the Bible and
/. Talmud. It was as much to me as though I had discovered America, for I had
"+ never seen an encyclopmdia or dictionary in my life. When I had finished the
work I showed it to my father. But he said to me BN JUDTP 733, In a
passion I threw the manuscript away.” -

A Jewish Robinson Crusoe.

What was your next literary effort ?

“ A little later on I wrote the history of a Jewish Robinson Crusoe, a pious
Jow who had lost his way in the desert. It was & colossal piece of stapidity, and
I am happy that it never saw the light of print.  When I was eighteen I began to
- write for Hobrew papers and I soon perceived that humorous writing was my
., forte. When; at the age of twenty-three, I came to the conclusion that I must
7 ‘write in the language that the whole people understands, in Yiddish,

iy ?N PO 27 NI, I did not dare, out of consideration for my father, to
" write Yiddish under my real name. I, therefore, sought & pseudonym, and what
was simpler than to append to my name of Shalom . the little word Aleichem ?”
i How did your writing tend to the humourous ?
“The language itself is humorous and livély. There is something in it that
. provokes laughter. No other language possesses this characteristic. And the
_gituations that ocour in Jewish life in Russia present as many humorous sides .

)

the time would cpngw
forgiveness would be
‘ ' . We ' then
'ass&f;aination, which deeply affeécted Shalom Aleichem,
Kieff. ) 4 g \
“ T know the family of the murderer very well,” he |
years ago and were great friedds.  The’ grandfather of the:
been baptised. The father, however, & lawyer by profes
Jewish fold. But he took no interest in Jewish affairs. .Thed
Jewish religious instruction, nor ever spoke a ford abou
Jews are made responsible for such occurrences. \
I had never heard ; I knew the other sons were. | 1
as o little boy. I have the greatest sympathy with the'
honest people. /The news of the speedy trial &
affected me. I firmly believe that Bogroff was “ foraed
lutionaries to commit the !
gee, thig furnishes once more a proof of the old Yi ;
with one hand and heals with the other.” We were all stun
the murderer was born & Jew. It is o piece of good forbins
the secret police, and was & provocateur of Azeff’s 1, 80, thy
received this blow from the Russian police itself.” v
Do you believe that there will be any evil consequences’
“No. A pogrom at this moment would be a deathcblo
Furope would be convinced that the Tsar is at the ‘hes
Every excess would be regarded as an'act of revolution X
tainly be in the interests of the revolutionaries, becaus gfl
revolution might easily be produced.” ‘ SR
Did you read that & student had been beaten by
Kieff 7 o ' R
“Yeg, it is quite & harmless affair, but there we ses
this student. ~ He is called Lipschitz. —He is & fellow-
joke of it is'that he is no Jew at all. His father was bapti
blessed the son with an extra large-sized Jewish nose,
taken for a Jew and been beaten. He forgot to leave his

The Present Situation in Russl

What do you think of the present situation in Russie
“It'is worse new than ever:before. The Govel
‘benévolent conclusion that pasgive  pogroms are .
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T an the others which attract the eyes of the werld. Why
oige to kill anyone when they can annihilate him quietly. /
ms it was possible to protest and appeal to the conscience of .
Russian finance. This is now impossible.”

ou think the situation will improve under the new Governmer
on’$ care for these political pilpulim. Bubt T will say this:
new. Premier. He is an educated man and no pronounced ant
pposed to the latest plan of Stolypin to nationalise the cap
The chief thing is to convince the Government that they
g with the aid of the Black Hundreds. T have a slight hope i

ag the language. Whoever really learns to I:now Jewish life and the
diaspora must laugh and cry at the same time.

. : oy
Do you also write serious things? ) ) )
“But my humour is serious. Tt is possible to treat serious things humo

and humorous things seriously. Jewish humour has this peculiarity, thak
dashed with tears.”
A Curious Correspondence.

i iasti tings he received fr
Shalom Aleichem told me what enthusiastic greebing
emigmgts passing through Pasle when they heard he was in the town.

wne., God grant that I am not mistaken.”
en- : ; ¢ - :
esg | him their life stories, and he had to promise them that he would desori  do you think of the anti-Jewish disturbances in Wales ?
r‘n.t experi(ﬂu}cs. ol e ontinted, ® thab 3 correspond not only with ool  news profoundly disquieted me, and I believe Zangwill was
’ ‘1t is remarkable, > )

§ this occurrence would cost Iingland dearer than the Je

ple | and friends, but with a large number of Jows who are strangers to me. eined, and I wish the world could forget this day.

b i te real curiosities. A MM writes to me, to nsk whe ' .
b:%, | ]?t:ﬁrs,etélifnlrlﬂifle_lvs “F;:lrc‘:zmhs to know whether she shoufll study m : Russian Writers and the Blood Libel.
nghl ’ ?L]&asii or o bo’_pmlestine. Another correspondent agks whether I 114 now,” snid Shalom Alcichem, “T have somebhing pleasant

i ich | : provi 1 of) in on
i W) of his bown (the name of which T had never pr eviously hear( in
lt)l:(; atorie(;, as the characterisation fitted exactly. Another seeks my opinion
be | question: ‘NI DWION w9 And the worst of it is that to every answ
| i s another NONY.” o
T(:n’]’ e {;?h};,tqdo you think of the relation of the Yiddish language t?’ Hebrew
tI;e you think that 1lebrew will gradually _tmke the place of Y‘.lddlsh o Bk
’ “T am no Yiddish Chauvinist, like the men of Czernowitz. 10 S
aps opinion that Yiddish ig ab ])rcsent.the .only .na,tlonn,l lnug}l&ge—t}‘tlledggl ye: 2
ced class language—but one which, with its history extending over 1,000 y
ro.” ] cortain justification. 1t must never think of contesting the superior ©

that the horrible blood libel has wrought so much mischief
read in Kieff and clsowhere. It is also to occupy the attent
uring noxt session. It is very difficult for Jews themselves t
oir enemies. T therefore asked Gorki and Amphitheatroff, who ]
approach the greatest Christian writers and publicists in Rus
curing from them a protest against the shameful blood-libel
ion of & united and public manifesto proving historically and sc
yhess of this attack on the Jews. They agreed to my proposal,
dealt with the matter in the Press. The protest will appear in t
¥l be published widespread so as to enlighten the lower classes of |

Tlebrew, the original vernacular, the use of which has become log that this will be very useful.”

1em ¢ i hese ciroun 'w long have you left Russia ?
; ¢ circumstances. But we must reckon with t A g yo 2 9 o
i{}?s ];(;\;,0131‘3?‘0:0 (;‘17110?'0 Jews live together, Yiddish is spoken, and this pogrom period of 1905 I spent in Kieff. Then I undertook a

fai i i i i come. How persistently ¢
alfairs will, I think, subsist for cenbunecs“’tlc; o ispshown b s
tions in Englandand America. Iné
b e e particulatly, Hebrew has B
prospects. Only the intelligent J¢
learn Hebrew and be able to ue:
vernacular. Ilebrew certainly h
future, but chiefly in Palestin
Tebrew may in the near ful
recognised ng an  official lang
already write letters to I"n.les
Ilebrew addresses. 1t is i
ridiculous now to go to Palesting
knowing Hebrew. Only fools oo
tend that there would be any co
between Hebrew and Yiddish.
that Iebrew is making such
gress implies o return to J udsisrm
as formerly only a few read
now a great many do so, and th
Der is palpably increasing.
all to the good.”

Some Translations, °

Baogland and Americn.  Three years ago I was taken ill sudd
ital tour in Russia. T had to hasten to Italy and since then T ]
fer in the South and the summer in the Black Tforest. My hes
ved. I shall spend this winter in Montreux. In the spring I
to Palestine in order to give somoe Hebrow rocitals thore. Tn 19
of the 256h anniversary of the dponing of my cnreer as a write
there received so many expressions of goodwill from near ar
tibuted not a little to my recovery. I am very pleased to
y of conveying my greetings to my numerous friends in B
Now I amover fifty yoars old,” ho concludod sadly.
VY ARD T, T replied. '
content,”’ said Shalom Aleichom.
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WILLS.

£30,000 FOR CHARITIES.

3Chax'lothe Maunde Barnato, of 74, Royal Parade, Tastbonrne,
pper Iamilton Terrace, who died on July 922nd last, I
yalue of £37,908. Probate of her will has been grante:
@y J. Phillips, of 10, St. Petersburgh Dlace, Bayswater ; the Rev.
Jioobs, of 66, Middle Strect, Brighton; and Mr. Alphonse Abr
Hamilton Terrace, to cach of whom for tho oxecutorships she

! : into boquenthed .£100 each to Mrs, ITTumphroy Phillips and her ¢

and Russian. A ngﬂlde?blfs. b . il Maude; £200 to Mrs. ITugo Warner, and £100 to }mmh of het

my works has been | Tangln : g thel, and Ernest ; £100 each to the wife and the unmarried

IIe:th by my‘ 90?';}" “:;im : 4 Abraham Charles Jacobs; £200 each to I3die Abrahams a

With all other }ff”"ns g 'g’l.lb s n &850 ench to Jackie, Alfred, Edward, and Morris, sons of the s

Er;)y ‘vrlglg%:1?¥{e%':éwu k ot eand fwo diamond brooches to Mrs. S. (. Asher. Tost
¢ case w .

5

my works we?e7eveu ht?mb : 00 to the Tondon Iospital for the Women’s Ward.
Tsperanto by Dr. J%Imazl lg ' iito tho Jewish Associntion for the I’rotection of Girls and Wor
of the language. lde b" bet # the Clancer Hospital for the Women’s Ward.
found ¥lddlf1h wut tl? | {0 tho Bt. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, for tho Women’s War
duced 1 Isperanto an J 80 the Bamaritan Women's Hospital, Marylebone Road.
language. ” - 40 the Children’s Hospital, Paddington (ireen.

Shalom Alqm'legl o Wot 18 the Middlesex Iospital for the Children's Ward.
ally avoided 1.'?1"&1 tm wco the Little Sistors of the Poor, Nazaveth Touse, Hammersmi
because, he said, the gl:g]dish # the Foundling Hospital, Guilford Street.
justice be applied tih '11 e 0 vhe Hospital for Sick Children, Gireat Ormond Street.
on to speak .mbouth le ‘B‘Al ; the Jewish Hospital and Orphan Asylum.
grcszs "It:h wlllle(:; iiteﬁ;s? Wh o the Hospital for Women, Soho Square.
part with gr ’

o you write your workg
Yiddish ? _ 3
“Chiefly. But T also well

2 " o the synagogue at St. Petersburgh Place, Bayswater, to be a
,OM ALEICHEM. h‘m]gl:?tggoﬁig‘;zi T:l::} of & Sepher Torah and silver bells. '
results ) :

the Rov. Abraham Charles Jacobs, for a like purchase.

0 the Rev. Abraham Charles Jacobs, to be applied by him, ir
the benefit of Jewish poor at Brighton.

% the Jewish Society of the I'romoters of Charity.

the Sick Room elps Society, Whitechapel.

the Home for Aged Jews.

bove legacies are freo of duty, and subject to these provisi
the residuc of her property, amounting to over £20,000, ““ upor
me in equal or unequal proportions, at the absolute diseretic
nongst any charitable institutions wherever situate and

¢ the benefit of women and children.”

@ will of the late Mr. Ilarry Isaacs Barnato, of 23, Upper I

s T the time would come when
forgiveness would be sought.

We then spoke of

cted Shalom Aleichem, as he himself

(i " : . b &
!\‘C(E‘. T know the family of the murderer very well, h? :gxd 3 “;vli:;;ed
| years ago and were greab friends. The grn.ndfﬂ,bheg [} ;5 sglion jork
been baptised. The father, however, & 1{_1,wyer v p’f‘%echild;eﬂn“
York, Jewish fold. Bub ho took no interest in Jewish aff&m}sa. ; ;ewieh -3
¢ near Jewish religious instruction, nor ever spoke a word ?Jh otut] Amarehe
mes of | Jews are made responsible for such occurrences. That the

rouse \ assassination, which deeply affe

: T remember having 8 b 2 1 ‘ . | ’
ecade. I had nover heard ; T knew the other sons were. & < b0-died on November 30th, 1908, leaving properfy sworn ‘1
ously i | agn little boy. I have the greatest sympathy w1zh_ tlshea‘gg.re:ise.wt B T e Bk, 105, Joqniag pupects saon

honest people. | em nc\lvsl' o btllmt Srl)ie:gg;ff rx::;ms forced by lton Terrace, and all his effects there, together with a life ar

g2 affected me. I firmly believe tha sogroll e biliinto i
that T | lutionarics to commit the deed in order veht e b ' B

i i 1d Yiddish saying? . ‘
nber n | gee, this furnishes once more & proof of theo 1d ying NDER.—Miss Sarah Tindo Alexander, of 10, Hanover

boy 1 with one hand and heals with the other.’ We were all stunned by tha

le and the murderer was born a Jow. 1t is & piece of good fortune that bé’

y Who left estate of the gross valuo of £16,059, gave £25 cn
tewr of Azeff’s 1IN, so that Russh

f Deputies, out of regard for hor brother, who is its T

T had | the secrob police, and was o provoca el " : of Guardians ; Jowish II for Incurablos; Jowish IT
: ) ' lico itsolf. i ; Jowish [fome for Incurables; Jowish ITosy
)(:d] nhh: recc|]\')o<1;{‘r)llllﬂblill(;:ilefzgg‘t ?;,Z:;?jﬁ]fb{:g%?\;cevil consequences ? m st Norwood ; Spanish and Portugnese Synagogue, Bovis
(¢} b3 b

wWish Religious Iiducation Board; £10 to her former servant
d 45 to each servant of one year's servico.

The Rev. Marcus ITast, of Pyrland Road, Canonbury, di
operty valued at L£612.

“No. A pogrom ab this moment would be a denth-lblo(vlv ttf) t:;:e
Inurope would be convinced that the Tsar is ab the 1en.A 00 i
Tivery excess would be rogarded as an ach of rgvoluhlon. 1‘[;) (g,! i
tainly be in the interests of the revolutionaries, because ou

§ ¥ . ° 1"

L pions | ypevolution might easily be produced. H-Je

;) ; 2 n beaten by the anti-J@ )

6y, mid " frD)ld you read that n student had bee W ! ‘h;ORKIN(: SCHOOL AND ALENANDRA ORPIANA

egan to Cieff 9 . : . ¥ has promised to preside at the 153rd anniversary dinnor of thi
; “ s i ‘rless affair, but there we see the irony of /ednesday 5 - 7 S

Vimm[l‘l‘é\t this gLXﬁ:;lt,lt ‘g]([Iltl‘l?: [:‘:::;’l‘lc:(inllj‘ic{')qsgllitz. e is o follow-st.mdent of m J ll_)ﬁz:;oil;lssgd}\.@;drmlffg3-‘3..}:1']]21,3{125 :N(}Tuc”tlli,i(: ’gnx'-t;-::’}‘\mcit(‘)ﬁ}ztil(igLoyl'

{iddisl;, iOk‘O of it,‘is .tlm,t. he is no Jew at all.  Iis father wasg baptised. Bub (¢ dnds of this splendid institution may be pnt on ™ firm basis,

ther, to

blessed the son with an extra large-sized Jewish nose. So he hsid & ? fons may be secured, so that legncies, which have hitherto beer
nd what i A

taken for a Jew and been beaten. e forgot to leave his nose ab hos ture bo funded, gradually building np a sure source of inco

. o 000 has 1o be collected cach year to meot current, oxpenditure.
m?” The Present Situation in Russia. ren who are anir}cly 11mi111im:|cd and given a good elementa
i i s s e ts, some have only one; there is no other form of
; < , present situation in Russia ? 1o parents, some 1 y ;| ‘ n o
L it that ‘\‘Nllémt; d%vz:le t?xl)l;l,\ (;{1;1;9 Ever before. The Covernmen ug thto oulr] feclings.  Only think, poor little helpless chil
1 the L ge 2 : ‘the world.
}12( sid;s benevolent conclusion that passive pogroms &re much be“e‘
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