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It was because of love that God
created the world. He wanted to reveu.
His love, and without creation to
whom could He show love? So all of
creation, from the very beginning
of emanation down to ths most material
point in the lower world, was to show
love.

Now when God declded to create,
there was no place in which to create
a world; evsrything, everywhere, there
was but zZncless Gode. So He wlthdrew

is lizht to the sldes 1n the process
of Zimzum, thus creating an enmpty
space., Withlin the smpty space He
brought forth all the “days" and
"measures", beginning the process
of the world's creation. Now
without this.empty space there could
be no world, as there would have besen
no room for creation at all.

This Zimzum of the empty space
cannot be understood or grasped
until the final revelation in the
future. For two contradictory
gtatements must be made concerning
it: an "it is" and an "it is not".
For the empty space comes about throug!
Zimzum, throush God's withdrawing
His self from thers. Thers is, as
it were, no God thers. For if this
vere not so, there would bs -no Zimzumn,
all would be endless God, and there
would be no place for the creation
of the world at all. But in the
truth of truth, God must bs there as
well - for there is nothing at all
without His 1ife in it. And that's
why the empty space won't be understooc
until the Future. .
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There are two kinds of heresy.

The first heresy comes from
extraneous wisdom; of thls 1t 1s said:
"Know how to respond to the heretic"
(Avot 2)s¢ It iec possible to respond
to thls sort of heresy, since it
comes frou the "leftovers", from the
breaking of the vesssls. The lizht
was too great and the vessels wers
broken; this is the sourcs, of the
evil "shells". Extrancous wisdom
comes Ifrom there, from the broken
vessels, from the waste patter of the
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Just as a man has certaln waste
products, such as nails, halr, and
sweat, and the rest - so the holy has
this waste matter, which produces the
outside wisdom - including magice.

So he who falls into thls sort
of heresy, even though he himself shou
have fled it - he can be saved and
taken out of there. For he can find
God there, if he really seeks for Him
therse. Since all of it comes from
the broken vessels, there ars many
sparks of holiness and broken letiers
which have fallen there. Divinlty ané
"mind" can be found there, and thus
the challenges of thls heresy can Dbe
resolved. They all coms from the
broken vessels which were filled with
Divine Life; thus response to them 1s
possible.
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But there is yet another kind of
heresy, a wisdom which i1s no wisaon,
that only appears to be wiss Dbscause
of its depth and incomprehensiblilitye.
If a man who doesn't know very much
czets involved in deep Talmudic study,
for example, and understands the text
in an incorrect way, he may then come
upon some seemningly great questlon,
unanswerable to himt. He will think ns
said something really great, but reall
1t's all based on a misunderstanding

and ig of no value at alle

The same happens to philosophers.
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They come upon questions of no wlsdon

which really have no basis at alle
But because the human mind can't ansve
them, they seem like truly great

questions and chiallcnges. Now it's
true that these guestions can't be
resolved - for these guestions come
from the Empty Space. Within that
empty space there is, as it were, *
no God. So the guestions that come
from that place cannot be answered;
that is to say, God cannot be found
in them. For if one were able to
find God there, then the spece
wouldn't really be empty, and all
would be God. So of this latter
heresy it is written: "All wno come
there never return" (Prov.2) For there
is no resvonse possible to questions
which come from the empty space Irom
which God has withdrawne.
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But Israel, throush their faith,
transcend all such "wisdom", even thai
which derives from the Empty Space.
They are bellevers in God without any
nhilosophical investigation, just by
wholeness of faith. For God fills
all the worlds and surrounds all the
worlds; that 1s to say, He 1s both
inglde and outslide all the worlds..
Now there has to be some separation
between these two - for if not, all
would be One. This ssparation exlsts
by msans of the kmpty Space from
which God has withdrawn. Creation

xists within the empty space, afd-”
God who suriounds all.the worlds.
ls beyond the empty spacs. Thus it
can be sald that God fills all the
worlds, all of creation, inside the
empty svacs, and at the same time
stirrounds all the worlds, from
beyond the Empty Spacs. Separating
them is the space 1tself, from which
Fod has withdrawne.

Now by means of faith, faith-in
him who both fills and surrounds,
one comes to realize that the enply
srace 1tsell has come iInto belng
through God's wizdom. So in the tru
of truth God is there also. Buib. thi
cennot be grasped; God cannot be
found there. That's why the psople
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of faith just p -over all the
questions and heresises that come

Trom the empty space: they kowthat

no answer can be found to them.

For 1£ they were to find an answer,

1f it were possible to discover Goa
there, then there would be no empty
space, and Creation would be impossibl

But in the truth of truth, they
do have answers, and really God is
theres But thru philosovhical
questlioning one gets stuck there -
because God cannot be found there -
because that is the empty spaceo
You just have to have faitih that God
transcends all that, and that in truth
God 1s there nlsoe. That's why Israel
are called ‘'Ivrim, those who cross
over, for by their faith they cross
over to the other side of all
intelloctuality, surpassing even those
wiscoms which are no wisdomy that
which derives Irom the empty spucae,
whalch came about by the withdrawal
of God's lizht to the sides.

They are those who cross over, and _.
they believe in"the God of those

) » u
who cross over s Passing even over
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that second sort of heresy.

And so 1t 1s clear that one
must take very great care to avoild
such hcresy, run awav from 1t, and
not pay atténtion to thelr woruu at
all. For one could, God forbid,
get stuck there. And of that place
it says: All who come there :
never returne.
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But know that 1f thers 1s a
truly great zaddik, of the type of
Moohe, he really has to look into
this sort of heresy. Even though the
questions can never be resolved,
he still has to look into it - for by
doing so he ralses up those souls
that had been stuck thers. The mazs
of questions that procdeds from this
heresy of the empty svace has aboul
it a quality of silence. No intellsc®
or letters exlst to respond to it.
For Creation havvens through the
Wora: "By the Word of God were
the heavens formed" (P.33). And
wlsdom exists in the word...wordas
1imit all things: God has placed
Hig wiscom in the limitations

of words igg_lettprs. So these
lettcrg delineate this th¢nﬁ,

thogse letters that other thing, and
so IOPtu. But that smpty space theat
surrounds all the worlds, and 1is
completely empty - there there is

no word or letter - or even "mind".
And so the mazes thal proceed from

there are silent.

Thus we are told that when Moshe

asked about ths death of Rabbi

& tiva (ucnahot 29), he was told

"Silenca! Thus it is up in thoughte
That 1s to say, you have to be .
silent, and not seek and answer

to such a quesuion For this 158

"up thnere" in thousht, which is
higher that the world of words.
Therefore you can only resvond to
such a question with silence. So 1t
is with questilons Irom tne vold:

they are sgilence; onc can only have
faith and be silent That's
why only a zaddlk like liosht can-
look into such questions: lMoshe was
the silent one, one who was slow
with vords (E:x.4); he was of the
sllence that is higher than spseches.
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