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THIS IS A STORY about a red heifer
- long ago in a little town near Horan,

- There was a ritual slaughterer in the town of Dashia who
was about to become apprentice to the ritual
but he vras eventually found to
a fitual slaughterer, after
or prayer leader or just a laborer without a
or 4 storekeeper, he chose a vocation that
though it was, in terms of social dlass or religions standing in Jewish fi
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And not only that. He took religious matters lightly and wasn’t fastidious
when it came to Jewish law, in the way of most butchers who were not
exactly the most observant. Not to wash our dirty laundry in public, it
must be said that they sometimes inadvertently sold nonkosher meat as
kosher for the simple reason that unqualified meat in towns like this, where
there are more Jews than there are villagers who eat pork, was about half
the price; while the kosher meat, because of tax and duty and other.such
things, was certainly not free and its price might be twice that of nonkosheg-
meat, While these butchers may be punished for this in hell, any Jew with ’
a family needs to find a way to make some profit here on earth. It is well -
known, moreover, that butchers love to eat and drink and provide three
meals a day for their families and not restrict themselves to modest or
purely spiritual sustenance, as do Torah scholars and pious people.

All butchering has an element of cruelty in the blow to an animal’s throat
or when.its limbs are cut off; even if the animal is slaughtered properly.
Just yesterday a goat may have been grazing in the pasture, the lamb hus-
tying along to its fold, and today their blood is drained, their breath extin-
guished, and they are hanging upside. down on a pole. Blood, which is life,
is now on the hands and fingers of the butcher. It is the butchers who
assist the ritual slaughterers, preparing the cow.or the bull while the slaugh-
terer’s knife is being sharpened. The ritual slaughterer remains pious, for
religion and its sacred commandments protect him and his life, and the
crueler aspects of this business are left to the butcher and his destiny, Butch-
ers are plenty strong, and when, for example, a disturbance breaks out in
town, they are called upon to be the roughnecks, All the spiritual folks fear
these physical butchers because they are bullies, and it is best not to anger
them, for they can be faerciless, )

But there is something good about all this. The Jewish people is a weak
and timid people, fearful of the slightest provocation; and Whenever there
have been pogroms against Jews, a hundred might flee from one drunken
peasant and passively submit to broken windows and vandalized house-
holds. But the butchers learned to fight back and to arm themselves with
clubs and axes when the times called for it. Something like this happened
once at Easter during a brief interregnum, a full generation before the Jews
had learned how to stand up for themselves. Is it any wonder that they
called themselves the vanguard of Israel’s heroest

The Torah treats the thief, or ganay, more stringently than the robber,
or gazlan, because the gazlan treats all people equally, whereas the ganay
does not. And to be precise about it, when you are dealing with butchers,
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you are dealing with two' opposites. When these heroes, who are afraid of
nothing, do steal a bull or a cow, they do it secretly and without the owners
knowing, or they have others do it for them. One can see this as a way of
makingalivingratherthanasanactoftheft.lnthebutcherbusinm,when
you slanghter a cow or a bull and actually pay for the animal directly, it

costs five times as much as an animal for which you haven’t paid. Perhaps

a bull wandered off and was abducted and turned over to the butchers, or
perhaps there had once been fifty cows in a pen and now only forty-nine
_Temain, apumber that is still plenty from the owner’s point of view. Reckon
how many things can go wrong with the slaughter of a cow: sometimes the

ritual slaughterer will do damage at the moment of killing, sometimes a

lung can be punctured, or damage may occur regarding any one of the

eighteen prohibitions. Dashia was a poor cxty, and often Jews couldn’t pay
for their meat. Meat that isn’t soaked within three days becomes unfit, and
in the summer it spoils. How could a butcher survive without some little
benefits on the side?

You may say that this is forbidden, that a Jew ought not to do this. Yet
do not all ‘social dealings and commercial transactions involve a bit of
deception and cheating? There is no essential difference, except that when
it comes to business, this is not just a manner of speaking. And it surely
won't stop those who do it from wéaring thé. garb of the pious folks who

pray in the choice seats in the synagogue. The other ones, that is to say;
the butchers and their ilk, don’t get reckoned among the pious and have
to pray at their own house of worship, the synagogue of the morning watch

-instead of at the main synagogue in town: The householders have holy

excuses and pious terms for the dnnkthaitheyhavemthe morning after
prayers, as they do for all the gross physical things they do. The butchers
down their brew without apology and don’t need a death in the family or
a holiday to justify having a glass. While ¥ know that the butchers are not
saints and I don’t want to make too many claims on their behalf, I would
not have called them scoundrels were it not for this one thing that hap-
pened. It was plain evill Who among us can pronounce that word in all its
bitter meanings? People want to live and they do have uncontrollable urges

in their bellies, which do not have silken linings and which can be very

insistent.

And here is how it happened: in Dashia there lived a man named Reuven,
an average fellow who didn’t stand out; and who knows if he would even
have been known in Dashia were it not for his cows? 7 q
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Most of the citizens of Dashia, if they had means at all, kept cows that
gave enough milk so that they didn’t have to buy it. Reuven always had
the best cow in the city. Inthlshewasmccmsfu], and this he understood.
He knew how to take care of his cows, to fatten them up and to make
them look like the healthy cows in Pharaoh’s dream. Reuven was not above
feeding his cow from his own food and drawing her water himself. The
shed was always kept clean, and he watched out so that no accidents would

\:\happen.l-ﬁsenﬁrelifewasdevotedtotaldn'gcateofhiscow,andthatis

what he was known for.

’ﬂ;@eople of Dashia are ¢ity types without much knowledge of nature;
but when a cow or a goat gives milk to its owner, some contact with nature
occurs. In every corner of the city, people know the local cows and goats;

. and when the larger or the more delicate animals return from grazing, all
"~ the residents look at each cow and goat and express their opinions about

what they’re worth and the price of their milk. Fach household loves its
animals, ahd men walk with their cow or their goat as if they were walking
with a friend. And why not? Animals, after all, are living things who get
hungry and need that hunger satisfied; they have sad feelings and affections
and mothers who love and long for them. If you don’t know this already,
just take a cow or a sheep or a goat home with you, and-you will be looking
at a living soul.

In those days, Reuven had a ruddy Dutch heifer, the likes of which—
for its beauty and soundness and fullness of body—the inhabitants of
Dashia had never seen, When she came back from feeding with the flock,
her head was held high like a queen’s; and the other cows paid her proper
respect. She was indeed of a nobler race, as one could see from her strong
body; her healthy udders .and her beautiful coat. Reuven was once offered
150 rubles for her, whereas the most any other cow had cost, even the one
belonging to 2 hobleman, was seventy or eighty rubles. How in the world,
you might ask, did Reuven even come to possess a cow like that, given that
he was not tich? But the citizens weren’t so amazed, since people had come
to expect good fortune from Reuven when it came to.cows. This fellow’s
cow simply had to be the most wonderful in and around Dashia, for that
is - what was written in the book of destiny and that is the way it always
was.

And Reuven in those days was as happy as a man whose daughter was .
going to marry a brilliant Torah scholds; he would gain great delight when-
ever he heard people praising, glorifying, and exalting his cow. They told
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wonder stories and spoke in hyperbole a$ if they were speaking, excuse the
comparison, about their rabbi. They even said that the cow yielded faur
. measures of milk at 2 time. They also said that from the butter alone, left
over after they had all the milk they needed, Reuven cleared three rubles
per week, andhehadthirteendﬁldr_enémdﬁﬂ:eenmnuthstofeed. In short,
Reuven’s red heifer, who gave birth each spring and whose offspring cost
- fifteen pieces of silver, gave folks a lot o talk about when they were sitting
in the synagogue. . o
Dashia enjoyed its good fortune over the excellent heifer who could
crown even one of the great cities on God’s earth. And ineffective were all
the incantations of the jealous women who practiced witchcraft and
schemed to stop up her milk. Neither Satan nor his minions could do
anything against such a grand areature, for God had created her. )
But amazingly, all that meant nothing on the day of reckoning, The time
came when the heifer’s destiny was sealed even though she was the source
- of.life for an entire family and the noblest. part of the city’s fabric, Were
she fo die in the fullness of her years, or be felled' by a plague or even die
a simple death, we would certa.m}y be sad, but we would be resigned. Ex-
tinction comes to human beings as well, after all, The house that a person
Iabors to build may burn down; and who can stop.a city from being de-
stroyed when enemies attack? When tragedy happens in the course of Iife,
.who can complain? Or, if it was said that Reuvenhad gone crazy, or that
the heifer had ceased giving birth for a period and thus had been sold for
ritual slaughter, and was found kosheg; and had her skin removed and her
veins extracted, and was sold for rich flesh for someone’s Sabbath table,
sweet to the palate when fried or boiled, we might nod our heads in assent
at the destiny of the milk-giving heifer. That would be in accordance with
the order of things and the way of the world things like that happen in
life. But in the case of Reuven’s heifer, @ murdér was committed, an awful
murder as bad as the ambush of 2 human being. This happened in a way
that was not in the natural order of things, or at least in a way that we
expect to happen among Jews.
There was a drought, and the price of meat rose. It was very hard to
= make a living in Dashia, and even butchers who most always could make
a go of it were struggling. Disputes broke out, and there were hostilities,
as one might expect. Reuven, a peaceful man by nature, took part in those
disputes, and the butchers opposed him. One can’t explain all the reasons
forwhat-happened afterward, but I will tell the reader anyway, one by one.
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It was the heifer’s fate to be taken from her owner by a group of butch-
ers. Many had their eyes on her when she returned from grazing, and she
had no idea what was going to befall her. The group gathered to conspire
in the house of the slaughterer.[”< ¢ A \Co e M Vi nY |

It happened on a Saturday night at the end of summer. Reuven and his
household were sitting at twilight and enjoying their heifer. His youngest
were patting her, the older were praising her. The eldest daughter got up

P

“2and took some fodder and gave her a nice ladle of water. Suddenly, the

heifer let out a piercing moan, and everyone trembled because they didn’t .
know what had happened. Winter would come and darken the hearts of
Jews when they realized that there was no firewood or warm clothing for -
their nakedness, Their deeds must have been wanting, and that is why they
had no sustenance.

It was midnight. Everyone was resting, and no light shone in any win-
dow. They were dreaming deeply in the gloomy night, because-on the mor-
row the breadless ‘day would begin again ..’ Yet one butcher pierced that
davkness and sneaked into Reuven’s pen, where the heifer was standing.
There was nodock on the door, and only a thick rope attached the heifer’s
leg to a tree, The prowler cut that rope with a sharp knife and took the
heifer by her horns, leading her out a narrow pathway, while the heifer
followed in astonishment. .

And, hush! The man and the animal stood at the door of the large cellar
of Shoel the Butcher, where everyone had gathered. Two of them faced the
heifer and pulled her while she involuntarily wagged her tail, They abruptly
pulled her into the cellar, leading the reluctant animal as she held back and
forcing her to do what she feared to do.

-Now the heifer stood below, agitated. Seven of the men got up to receive
her, dressed in aprons and furs like peasants, with faces aflame. Fach man
had drunk a little glass to get his strength up, and the little candles shining
in the dark made the scene seem like hiell. They surrounded the calf and

“ fondled her- ' '

Suddenly, one of the butchers got up like a lion and tried to cast the
heifer to the ground, but her legs were like iron. Some others came as
reinforcements and struggled mightily with her, but she dug her hooves

g into the ground while her eyes raged. The heifer got up as if to gore and

- banged her héad against the wall until the cellar shook. One of the butchers

‘3.««




mau N pean St pinT onwte-om VR 3
MNP Y19 Nt 201 WAV DVIRPT MO NP YHYH I §nnn 1A
MR TV 1585, DmhYn DI RR 10N 0991 1037 53t W Y01 somy 2vm
WY NN I RYYH PRy 1 oot YRY DnImsb TOR TAONL DR
: L2 T = 0ban v WP ona MY MY PN
RIRITY 1M 4NN N TS T8 NI Y 2 e ,DYIPN TN
V95T, I8N 23 Y9 8PN 1 DYan TH1 MG I SY T291 1Ienn
STRIFTI™DRR 0015 DY) ,nYynbn Wom nonbn mapn 15393 I 1K
SN 53 ¥onm 20PID 0T N MY 99 YTnn ome HTORT IR YO
oy P Q5NN DR TIWIEN TN MM - AP AT PIM XM T 1S
SIRTRA PR YN 00 Ypa men 1 ARITIM 099N phnn wien
PR RM’;NAM NYPY Yown Sy D7 pyn nnsy 1o m 5p e
% ™1 qorer Tn\oT mpn 2 9y SPhn Aomn reeYn TG yema
N0 DY P) DAL DYWIRD Y011 Y91 YPIPR Y DYTIN S mpnin
np M2 NN TUR PPIPN Y9 M A8am PN I n7an

JIANY AOTIRA 1091 NN NYY TIPM DTN MIPHN MK W0 DTN
: _ pon R nen
NRTIA ARTYION KEMY NPT NI8N 1023 20NN T PID TR I8P Npn

TOP D3NV, NI YP1 0IN IR PN Y DR vIvaY RN oKD NN
o LAY T 19T RY MY piin i PRI LY MO Ppma

IR PRI DR TIDNY ,opbnY MR pYNY WD 5PN NN Howa
723 U3 MUY YN 7190 NR NPN MR IRYY 519 RY IR 28p .o
910 %92 0D MK AHIX VHL TN WA 18T DA ) SV oYm
h Y HY T ;apy mn2 o 8 WM XM MY mRnD
0 _ONYY3 pan-imng omRn Rbn 93RN NN yppn by ™ Ty
PRI N KD YT Ntnn nab [31pR ORI NonN NYER NoN DYoMn
YT P Doavn nwy miba nab Kb T IYTION PP OR % T N
VAM DPIIR MKD VY DADR NYNH NIYI DX 1 NN RTY NoYNnT

_ wNPRYY
NX TV PN AP0 NI PPN TH DO IR NTDYRA T

Yyn .o TPIONZ BY 10T 950 NIYNI MR YR BN YR aN 0N
M YT oW YT Dabn onwn ,oman 0abs N0 P YT
: . - vpn Yoma nny nomw
N ppYY mrabn waan HMw Yv grIen Nk oY omna 7PN MY
0N 1293 VIR RATN T NNy 127 59 18 3 I8 PN .aTh

AMNY1 VYR NN TIY NNY ,DYTRA AN DR NPV TP IRD MM MR
12T PP YD YD mbn1 NI RN 92T YRYNY DUIRD I
o 1729 SaRy HnaR) noan Sommn

NN DR TwaR 15N At TI5 oY b R 1Y YT NTON TOR MY

AR

7Y MR 93 IR TP Ipwa pbn W WK nrem SDPON MYYh man

DANPY_ PP N2 10 DN MONbn X2 DY W N ro\‘uo

TN JaN1 1R AP 352 UMY 112N 152 0720 TR Y2 TR s
TRA XM, MDY HN2 1907 19 TOR NYYND RIM DR IRAT Payy.
DUV MIN 1T ,ANNIN N YOYNI NNYNY ,00xpY fp Tom
OR ~ DAY *PI D3 DR YD DY ,AYRN DAXPN 79 DV KDY DY
80 DTN APYT NPYY Tt 93 ,nepa .n2an v anroah iR Y 1aon
SMaTmY YA N8N 12 NEIT NS AP WYY OIIT PUINR DRI, IETTRD
T TIIT 7802 DN RO AN DA ST Y PRYD MYaY 1 nit Imn.
T ' PPN ORI YT Y DY
DYn RNPN K Ny

MECHA JOSEF BERDYCZEWSKI | 27
§ S N

crawled under her belly and secured her hind legs with a thick rope. He
did it also to her forelegs. All of them got. up and girded themselves and
climbed upon her back and pushed her. She fell and let out a mighty groan
a5 she tried to sever the ropes. But her attackers grabbed her with a ven-
geance that no one had-seen before. Outside, rain began to fall on the roof
and the wind howled. Sweat the size of beans fell from the butchers’ fore-
heads from their efforts; and they looked af one another like strangers and
took off their clothes and rolled up their sleeves as if ready for a fight. What
pent-up feelings sought release! E . .

One of the butchers, himself a ritual slanghterer, stood up calmly and
sharpened the old blade; he took it out and rubbed its point with his
fingernails. Once again, the butchers leaned on the back of the heifer. Some
took hold of her thick legs below and above, and two especially strong men
twisted her head with incredible might. It was as if doom filled the air, an
awful decree of the end of days, and suddenly the butcher who was a
slaughterer took up his blade and ran it back and forth across her delicate
neck. The heifer let out an awesome earth-shattering groan and blood
poured out like a fountain, spreading in a great arc and shining in the
midst of the light from the lamp that hung ‘from the ceiling. The blood
kept flowing, splattering on the roof and walls, on the ground and on the
trousers of the men and on their hands and faces. The heifer struggled with
her remaining strength, shuddering while the -ground became a river of
blood. The murderers put her off to the side, and after an hour her ruddy
soul departed and she died. Man conquers beast! _

Then another of the butchers took a sharp knife and plunged it into the
belly of the heifer so that the innards came out, and then others tore off
her skin. They did this with 2 pent-up power and compressed emotion they
had never known. ) i }

The animal was stripped. The men began to divide her into pieces, cut-
ting off her head and her legs. One butcher couldn’t restrain himself He
took the fat liver and put it on the hot coals that had been placed in the

- corner. When the blood reached the flames, everyone ate it without proper

saltimg and with ravenous hunger, licking their fingers eagerly. A large bottle
of brew was ready, so they ate and drank until they satisfied their lust. They
were like priests of Baal when the sacrifice was on the altar. But this did

- not happen at Beth El or at Dan; it happened in the Jewish city of Dashia,

niot at tife fime-when the ten tribes were exiled from the Northern King-
dom, but in the year 1884.

The second watch passed, and ‘the rains poured while the wind raged.
They divided the heifer ten ways, each man putting his portion in a sack.
Bach carried his share on his shoulders and then repaired to his shop in
the dark of night in ‘order to hide the spoil. The city slept, and the people

AV dreamed while dogs barked and the skies were glooy with rain. No one

. - knew what had transpired!

In their haste, the butchers forgot to close the cellar door, and so the
dogs came and licked up the blood. In the morning, folks saw that Reuven’s
heifer had been stolen and they searched for her. Within an hour, they
found her'ruddy coat still wet. The matter frightened them, and everyone
who heard about it was shocked. In Reuven’s house, there was moaning
and deep grief.

o Ffom the time of Dashia’s founding, there had never been such a terrible

-day. Men wandered around aimlessly outside, women came together whis-
peﬁngAandt_wa]king. It was as if there had been an edlipse of the moon in
the midst of an eclipse of the sun, and everyone looked at one another as
if the world had been turned into Job’s Valley of the Ghosts. To slay an
animal in the middle of her lifé is an awful thing.

And as for what happened to the butchers who took part in the murder
of the animal, the various quarrels and court trials and their punishment—
both by man and God—if I would tell 4l these in detail, they would take
up much space. In brief, however, everyone who had a hand in doing in
that red heifer experienced bad things in his family life, as if a curse had
been cast on him and his house, without leaving any remnant. But ail these
things are written in the history of Dashia and its chronicles.

The reader can find out more there.
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