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(Leader of service stands, points to seder plated This is our neuw

sedar plate, the "plate of cur affliction." Here are the symbols of our
Evaodns £rnrm  the world a+f Maz i oprazsion. Six svmbals, one for each
million, +the six -million that did not maxke it to a promised land. 31

symbols for the s ix Ya2ars o€ dezth znd deztruyction that avery survivar
liQed throush. Hare is our seder plate, may it help us to remember, =o

that naone

our people.

can faorget, the destruction'that almost svmbolized the death of

1 FEEL LIKE MAKING A PRAYER .

1 feel liKe maKing a prayer —-- to whom, I don't Know.
> <
He who once gave me comfort gives me no ear nouw.
To whom, then?

It holds me liKe iron.

1 should perhaps asK a star? my distant friend,
I've lost my word? come, be its stand in.
But the good star.,

It too won't hear.

I must make a praver. Someone very near
torturesz himself in my soul, insists on the prayver.
Mak ing no sense, then,

1'11 babble 'til daun.

Abraham SutzKevar
Vilna Ghetto, 17 January 1342
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(Pointing to bread?» This bread is the "matzah" of Bergen-Belsen.

Tﬁe Jewus of the camps had no means to maKe the ritual foods for Pesach and
‘ere forced to eat hzametz to zurvive. For thiz rezzon we eat bread to
remember those who did not live to eat matzzh, the old bread of afflicticon.
(Pointing to the wvegetable peels) "lWe remember those Jeuws in the
Holocaust who were forced tc ext moldy bread unfit for human consumption
and watered douwn zoup. Through these =scraps we remember their bitterness
at opprecssion, and their will to continue living." (Rabbi Yehiel PoupKo?
e, (Pointinzg +to the apple? This un-rire aprle represents the youth that
died durng +the Nazi destruction. The apple, liKe the Holocaust children
will never grow to maturity, and its bitterness is the bitterness that ue
should . feel toward the evil ones, the men that destroyed our children, the
echolors and sages of the furure.

(Pointing to the honey? The honey, the only sueet thing on the
seder plate, iz the dgstnuction of Hitler's war machine, and‘the survival
of the Jeus as a people.

(Pointing +to the bone) This bone i% the only thing that survived the
heat of the ovens .in\"the camps. The ovens that burned day and night,
creamating man and woman, ofd‘g?d voung, healthy and sicK without caring or

diccriminating between them.

{pointing to the wine? In the center, wine, representing the cone
thing thzt waz the center cof evervthing during the Sheoah. Thi=s "blogcd®™ is
the bloed of the camp and ghetto Jeuws. Elpod that was wiped off of
might=zticks, cspilled conn the ground, wall:z, everyuhere. Thiz wine is the

blocod of the new "pazcal lamb," one that becKened tc and called for the

Angel of Dezath.




Leader slices apple for each

eat the arple dipped in honey to tacste

bitterness +that life imposed on even the

tomorrow.
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had for survival, The bitternesz ¢f the apple

Ferszon, leaving core on plate) e now

the sweetness of hope that the Jeus
is used to taste of the
sweethess of the dreams for
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Blessed are You HasHEM, our God, King of the universe, WHho creates

the fmz' of the tree.

Eat Apple And Honey

(Now +the Leader breaks +the bread in hal+f and puts the smaller half

aside.?

Holding the bread, he says:
“*Our Father in Heaven, behold. it is evident and known to

ou that it is our desire to do Your will and to celebrate the
Qstival of Pesah by eating matzah and by observing the prohibi-
tion against hametz. But our hearts are pained that the enslave-
ment prevents us from doing <o, and our lives are in danger. <
Behold. we are ready to fulfill Your commandment, "And you
shall live by them and not die by them." Therefore, our prayer to
You is that You may keep us alive and save us and rescue us
speedily so that we may observe Your commandments and do
Your will and serve You with a perfect heart. Amen.”
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over is over. There were sedarim in

i the Kosher Kitcher....At the zecond ceder I s=pokKe brisfly.

"A vear ago <csome intellectual c

answer to the questicon:? What is.a

tremendously Frecccupied with +this

these people had never given muck thoug

they were Jeus. Some more so, other
0 atl B i fnd if somecne suftered b
found & remedy for it and, irn gener
substantizl matters, rather than specul
. Now these diverse people were herde
narrow cenfines of +the ghetto. Pe
cultures, diverse interests and bel
conflicting hopes and desires were
.Jeus. Confined as if being punishe
cr ime and the crime consizted in bei
not Know what to-say about the ‘crime.
a Jeuw.' Toe be +truthful, practical
speculations and reflections, It w
definite answer to the question: Who

ircles in the ghetto =earched fzcr an
Jew or who is a Jew? Evervbody was
question. Formerly the majority of
ht to this queztion. They felit that
s lescs, Some , perhaps, did not feel
ecause of his Jewishness, he semehow
al, occupied himself with other more
ate abcut zuch an 'abstract' matter.
d tcgether and imprisoned within the
ople cf diverse languages, diverse
iefs, of diverse and, at +times,
assembled together in ochne catesory:
d for that; that is, they commited a
ng a Jeuw. Many of them actually did
' They did Know what it means 'to be
1y nothing resulted from all these
as impossible to find a clear znd
is a Jew nowadays? For only now, in
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, our generations, on the pacst 158 vezars, hz:z the concept of Jew azzumed so
many meanings. Earlier, 'Jew ' was a clear concept that only had one
meaning. A Jew was one who obzerved Jewicsh law and belonged toc the Jewish
cemmunity, Mew  wvarious Kinds of pecple za2re considered and cornsider
Jeuwe, even such as do not observe Jewish law or ewven respect it,

themselves
caze 1 obtained an

or have no idea what Jewishness is. But zlso in this
ansuer to the question '‘'who is a Jew' from a child in the ghetto. The
truth of the verse 'Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings has thou found
strength,' was again confirmed. A teacher of religion in the ghetto school
told me the incident, from his owun experience. Children attend who are
"totally alienated from Jews, who had never heard at home, in school, in the
cstreet, anvything of the Jewish paszst, of Judaism. Now in the ghetto many of
thece children listen eagerly to the storiec of ancient sacred history, of
the Bible. One such child, who had once attended & Polish school and spoKe
Polish at home, =studied with great interest the stories of the EBible.
then, in the weekly portion of Toledot, they studied the story of Jacob and

Ecau, this «child suddenly called out: 'Teacher, ue are indeed +the
descendants of Jacob and they (i.e., thosze who do evil to us? the
descendants of Esau.- Isn't that =s0? 1t's good that way. For I reailly
want o0 beleng to Jacob and not to Esau.’ 1 reflected on this story and

discovered that 1 could deduce from it a method to decide who is a Jeu.
This is hou: Man's imagination is after all free, no bonds can confine it.
A ghetto person can then sometimes imagine that he has freedom to choose:
He can divest homself of his fallen and defeated Jewish identity and assume
the idintity of the ruler. over the ghetto. Now I .ask:  lWhat would he do?
1f he wanted to change, if he was egar to assume the identity of the rular,
we could suppose that he is not a Jeu. But if by free choice he decides to
remain a Jew, then he is a Jeuw. Reflecting further: the Jewish child
instinctively chose +to0o  be a Jew. He naturally feels at home among Jeus.
As for the adult whe 1 imagine chooses freely to be a Jew, is instinctual
feeling a sufficient ground or are there rational motives?

"1 thinkKk so. To be a Jew meams in every instance to be on a high
plane. The tenporahy suffering and blows that descend upon the Jeu have a
meaning, are not mearly. oppressions, and do not degrade the Jew. For a Jeu
is part of the sacred triad: Israel, the Torah, and the Holy One, blessed
be He. That means the Jeuwis people, the moral law, and the Creator of the

Universe. The sacred triad courses through history, It is a reality that
hzs been . tested countless times. Our grandfathers clung to the triad,
lived by & 43 strength. And now too! the Jeuw who dcoces net cling to this

triad iz to ke pitied. He wanders in 2 world of chacs, he sufferes and
finds no explanation for hic suffering; He can be severed from his pecple,

that is, ke car wish to change his iderntity, But the Jew who clingz to the
cacred triad needs no pity. He is in a2 sfecure acsscociation. Te be sure,
the Jeuws, but the war iz not only

histery razes now, a3 war is waged against
against one member of the triad but againzt the entire oneti: against the
Terah and G-d, agacinszt the mecral law and the Creator. Carn anycne still
doubt which side is the stronger? In a war it happens that one regiment is
defeated, takKen intc captivity. Let the ghetto Jews consider themselves as
such prisoners of war. But let them also remember that the army as a whole
is not defeated and cannct be defezted. The Fassover of Egypt is a svymbel
of ancient wvictory of +the cacred trizd. My wish is that together ue
together we shall live to see the Paszover c¢¥ the future."”

Zelig Kalmanovitsh




The Six Plagues?®! Pour wine into glass for each plague

'D3 -Blood of the Jeus spilled during the Ular.
. nu,z‘ -Lice in the camps and ghettos that made life unbearable.
'3112 ! -the Wild Animals that G-d set upon us.
7T -The Jeus that were Killed Like Cattle, instead of men.
=l 1
"J'é’ﬂ -The Years of DarKness and pain that the Jews lived in.
'ﬂ'lb;na_)g -Death Of The First Born, our chxldren and future denied us by

Hitler.

(Leader) says? Now we drinkK the wine of rememberance so that thece plagues
rever happen again. oy e g

We bless You, HASHEM our God, King of ,D21¥iT 771 119K M npx 7102

the whole world, Who creates the frukt of " TE .%U ,15; NT‘B :

the grapevine. v 2

Before we begin our mezl, we partake of the "Ghetto Fezst."
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‘Leader) sayvs?
i¥fting the vegetables:

We bless You, HASHEM our God, King of
the whole world, Who creates fruit that

grows from the ground. NN
‘Leader) says! With the breav ing 0<F bread we £tart our meal.

We bless You, HASHEM our God, King of 791 1;1-1*73 mm nnR P A
‘ whole world, Who brings bread out of Y-‘N-' .m ﬂﬂ'? N’l"ﬂﬁ'l D"HU"I /

the ground.

(During meal, Kide hide
the parents search 1‘01»5\1'1.
then BPirKat Hamazon is said.

"Afikomen"
1t is

L Temple]: When HASHEM sends Mashiach to bring
us back to Eretz Yisrael, it will seem like a dream. Our mouths
will be filled with happy laughter and our tongues will sing
glad song. The gentile nations will exclaim, “What great
things HASHEM has done for these jews!” Yes — HASHEM
vl do great things for us, and we will rejoice. HASHEM —
please bring back all the jewish captives, and make us
flourish like a desert that becomes full of flowing brooks. Let
Your servants be like farmers who cry when they plant, but
will sing for joy when they harvest their crops. Your servants

wili be like people who cry because they have only a few ,

seeds to plant, but who will come back home joyously,
-amying .bundies of grain.

representing the
eaten at the conclusion of the meal, and

; re his is a song that the Levites used to sing as they
; = walked up the steps of the Bais Hamikdash [Holy"

scarcity of food and
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wenuermen, 1et us piess wgelicel.

_ Blessed is the Name of HASHEM, now and forever.

| I_\J it

The others respond
0%y Ty YR Tan M oy o

The leader continues:

Blessed is the Name of HASHEM, now and forever.

. With the permission of everyone here,
let us bless Him [our God],

Whose food we have eaten.
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The others reSpond
We, bless Him [our God] for we have eaten 15WD 'IJr?DNW [13"?!51{] P2

His food ahd we live through His goodness.

A 2701

’ The leader repeats:
We bless Him [our God] for we have eaten 1'7![}73 1]‘731‘(\[] [1J’75N] gtk

His food and we live through His goodness.

[He is blessed and His Name is blessed]

'IJ"’I'I 131\931
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There are four blessings in Bircas Hamazon.
In the first blessing we thank God for giving us food.

§ e bless You, HASHEM our God, King of
1A 'AJ| the whole world, Who feeds the entire
S| world in His goodness — with love,
kindness, and mercy. He gives food to all people,
because His kindness lasts forever. Because of
‘His great goodness, we have never lacked food;
may He never let us lack food. Why do we ask for
this? — so that we can praise His Great Name,
.because He is the merciful God, Who feeds and
supports everyone, and does good to everyone,
and Who prepares food for all His creatures that
He has created. We bless You, HASHEM, Who

feeds everyone.
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In the second blessing we thank God for giving us Eretz Yisrael.

:‘E‘{') e thank You for many things, HASHEM
%y; our God: for giving Eretz Yisrael to our
Gl ancestors as our own land — a fine,
good, broad land; for taking us out of Egypt and
saving us from slavery; for the mitzvah of bris
milah; for the Torah that You taught us; for the
mitzvos that You made known to us; for the life,
love, and kindness that You graciously gave us;
for the food with which You always feed and

support us every day, every season, and every

hour.
Iy

or all this we thank You and bless You,
HASHEM, our God. May Your Name
===l always be blessed by everyone forever,
it is written in the Torah: “You will eat and be
satisfied, and then you will bless HASHEM your
God for the good land that He gave you.”
We bless You, HASHEM, for the Land and for the

g e
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In the third blessing we pray for the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

v ;9 il ave mercy, HASHEM our God, on Israel,
Hﬁ Your people; on Jerusalem, Your city; on
ol d (e Temple Mount, the pplace of Your
Glory; on the kingdom of the family of David,
Your anointed king; and on the great ‘and holy
Bais Hamikdash, which is called by Your Name. O
God, our Father — take care of us, feed us,
support us, supply our needs, and make our lives
easier. HASHEM our God, give us speedy relief
from all our troubles. Please, HASHEM our God,
don’t make us need the gifts or loans of other
people; let us get all our needs only from Yéur
hand, which is full, open, holy, and generous.
Then| we will never. feel ashamed or be
embarrassed.
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| Us healthy through Your “mitzvos -and
L. thrwghﬂ‘iemitzvahbfthls great and ho
Shabbos. Becauge to Yo, this I$ 4 great and holy
| day, to rést 6rit and be calm on it lovingly,a$ You
. have commanded us. Please, HASHEM our God, let
[ s be . talﬁwsb%hét '
| Sadness,6f moaning |
¢ ‘our God, * let fus *$eé - Zion; Your city,
 Eomforted, and Jénusalern, eity’ of ‘Your holiness,
© belng rebullt = because only Yol have the power
=

there Will -fiot_be trouble,
this day ounesr.HAsnneé
olr_city, . 'belng

- to help and to comfort. - S il

I o e

n the Sabbath recite this paragraph:
y it please Yo, HASHEM our God, 6 ake
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8 ur God and the God of our forefathers,
, we beg that the following thoughts rise,

=Ie="|come to You, reach You, be seen, be
pleasing, be heard, be considered, and be
remembered. The thoughts are: memories of
ourselves;
Mashiach, the descendant of Your servant David;
of Jerusalem, Your Holy City; and of Your entire
nation, the Family of Israel. May You think of all
these things to save us all and to be good,
gracious, kind and merciful to us, to give us life
and peace on this day of the Yom Tov of Matzos.
Remember us today, HASHEM our God, for good;
think about us for blessing; and help us to have a
good life. And regarding help and mercy —
please have pity, be gracious, be merciful, and
save us, because we look to You for help, since
You are the generous and merciful God.

memories of our ancestors; of.
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g Y e e jaiusaien, Lie Aoty City,

V Y soon in our lifetime. We bless You,
[Ee$X& HASHEM, Who rebuilds Jerusalem in His
mercy. Amen.
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In the fourth blessing we thank God for His goodness.

e bless You, HASHEM our God, King of
VY, ;the whole world, the Almighty, our

Skl Father, our King, our Master, our
Creator, our Redeemer, our Maker; our Holy
One, the Holy One of Jacob; our Shepherd, the
Shepherd of Israel; He Is the King Who is good
and Who does good to everyone. Every single
day, He did good, He does 8ood, and He will do
good for us. He gave us very much, He gives us
very much and He will give us very much forever
— with love, kindness, and mercy; giving us relief
“through fescue, success, blessing, help, comfort,
livelihood, support, mercy, life, peace, and all
good things. May He never keep us from having
all good things.

¢ | ay the Merciful God always be our King.
M May the Merciful God be blessed in
Rm=lSee'heaven and on earth,

May the Merciful God be praised in every
generation; and may He always be proud of us
and forever be honored by the way we act.
. May the Merciful God Support us with honor.

May the Merdful God break the yoke of
suffering that is on our neck and may He lead us
proudly to our land.

May the Merdiful God send us much blessing
in this house and on this table where we have
eaten. ‘ o

May the Merciful God send us Elijah the
Prophet, who is remembered for doing good, to
bring us good news, to save us and comfort us,
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The Talmud gives the following text for a guest to recite for his host:

ay it be God's will that this host not be
¥ shamed nor embarrassed either in This World
% or in the World to Come. May he succeed in

all his dealings. May his dealings be successful and
convenient. May no evil rule over his work, and may
no sin or evil thought attach itself to him, from now
and forever.
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Someone eating at his own table recites the following
and includes the words in parentheses that apply.

May the Merciful God bless me (and my
wife/husband and my children) and all that is
mine,

!

May the Merciful God bless (my father and
teacher) the head of this house, and (my mother
and teacher) lady of this house — may He bless
them, their home, their children and everything

they have, 2
#

92/ PWK KD MK 713 KT TR0
2% WK Y3 NKY Oy Nk

Someone eating at another’s table redites the following.
- Children at their parents’ table add the words in parentheses.
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All continue here:

us and everything that we have — just as our
forefathers ,’/Abraham, Isaac, and jacob were
blessed in everything, from everything, and with
everything. In the same way may He give all of us
together a perfect blessing. Let us say: Amen!

be found deserving of peace. May we

- | get a blessing from HASHEM and charity
from God Who saves us, and may our acts be
considered loving and wise by God and by
people.

<
1 n Heaven above, may both they and we
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day forever. .. .

i "l %1 On the Sabbath redite this paragraph: e o %
: May the Mercnful God let us mherit the Shabbos
of the World to Come, which will be a complete rest 3 8
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At the Seder recite the words in parentheses:

z;—] ay the Merciful God let us inherit the day
X that is completely good (the day that
lasts forever, the day when righteous

people will sit with crowns on their heads and
enjoy the glow of God's Presence — and may we
be among them).
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‘ | ay the Merciful God give us the honor of
X living until the days of Mashiach and the
life of the World to Come. God is a

tower of help to His king and shows kindness to
His anointed one, to David and his children,
forever. Just as God makes peace in His heaven,
may He also bring peace upon us and upon all
Jews. Now answer: Amen.

avfll ou holy people of HASHEM — you
28 oY should fear HASHEM, because those who

d| fear Him do not lack anything. Even
strong young lions may go hungry, but those
who try to be close to HASHEM will not be missing
anything that is good. Give thanks to HASHEM for
He is good, because His kindness lasts forever. O

God — You open Your hand and give every living |

thing what it desires. Blessed is the person who
trusts HASHEM — then HASHEM wiill protect him. |
was young and | became old, but | never saw a
righteous person who was all alone and whose
children had to beg for bread. HASHEM will give
strength to His nation, HASHEM will bless His

’ nation with peace. .
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J'S ARE DROWS ING

are drocwesing on the branches .

my darling child.
in the #€ield,
and sings

sirds
Sleep,

t your cradle,

cstranger eits
Once you had another cradle
Woven out of joy.,

And your mother, ch vour mother
Will never more come by.

1 sau your #fa2ther fleeing
Under the rain of countless
Over fields and over valleys
Flew hits orphaned cry.

z2tones,

Leah Rudnitsky
Vilna Ghetto
Circa 1842

SONG OF
my dezr ,on to the street,
Come znd die or the street,

On the hard sideuwalkK.
Bring our pale children.

Come out,

Brine the eldecst,
Qring t+he middle one.
ur third ics very vyoung

But likKe & groun Jew
fc able to die of hunger on the =street.

vet

the street
KarmelicKa

Here we fit in well. P
Some f211, some =stay cittineg. -
There ics a hubbub on the Karmelicka.

on %o
oen to

Come
Come
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HUNGER
Come out, oh lezve the hcuse
The empty hcuce.
1'd be acshemed
To lie there in = living greVe.
A cstarving man
Should not die lorely in hisc hcme.
No cauce for =hame cor. the ctreet.
Pecple co out, lie doun

‘Suollen, tight-belted.
A whole legion dies together.

They are dying uhcolesale, wholesale.

on the sideuwsalK.

e too, we'll lie doun
No, not lie doun - uwe'll fall.
Ne, no, not fall - lie doun,
Heart to heart
And die,
Die with the rest.
Yitzhak Katzenelson
Warsaw ghetto
€ May 1841
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\ IT'S ALL OVER 25T s
|
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The end. At night, the sky is aflame. By day the smoke coils and ar night it blazes out again. Awe!

Exod. Like our beginning in the desert: A pillar of cloud by day, a pillar of fire by night.

2’21' Then my people marched with Joy and faith to new life, and now — the end, all finished . . . (
All of us on carth have been killed, young and old. We have all been exterminated.

5
Why? O don't ask why! Everybody knows, al] gentiles, good and bad,

The worst helped the Germans the best closed one eve, pretending to be asleep —

Ne 110, nobody-wilidemand 4 rECROning, probe, ask why,

Our blood 1s ¢heap it may be shed. We may be killed and murdered with impunity. (

o
Among the Poles they looked for treedom fighters, only tor those suspected
Of patriousm . . , They murdered many Russians in villages and towns —

“Parusang "’ Among us, they killed babies in their cribs, even the unborn.
They led us all to Treblinka and before killing turned to us and said:




(Gct undressed here. Put your clothes in order, shoes in pairs, Icave your belongings.
u’ll need vour clothes, shocs and other personal effects. You'll soon be back!

" you just arrived® From Warsaw? Paris? Praguc? Saloniki? Take a bath!"

A thousand enter the hall. .. A thousand wait naked until the first thousand arc gassed.

s
Thus they destroved us. from Greece to Norway to the outskirts of Moscow—about scven million,

Discounting Jewish children in wombs. Only the pregnant mothers are counted.
And if Jews remain in far-away America and in ncarby Eretz Isracl — demand these children too from them

Demand the murdered unborn children. Demand thosce gassed in their mothers” wombs. World. Demand.

6
Why? No human being in the world asks why, yet all things do: Why?

Each vacant apartment in thousands of towns and cities asks: Why?
Listen. listen: Apartments will not stay vacant and empty homes will not remain cmpty.
Another people is moving in. another language and a different way of life.

Rising over Lithuanian or Polish towns. the sun will never find

A(radiant old Jew at the window reciting Psalms, or going to the svnagogue.

O gmevery road peasants will welcome the sun in wagons, going to market.

f’any gentiles — more than cver. vet the market is dead. It is crowded. Vet scems cmpty.

8

Never will a Jew grace the markets, and give them lite.

Never will a Jewish kapota tlutter in markets on sacks of potatoes, flour, porridge.

Never will a Jewish hand lift  a hen, pet a calf. The drunken peasant

Will whip his horse sadly, return with his full wagon to the village. There are no more Jews in the land.

9

And Jewish children will never wake in the morning from bright dreams,

Never go to heder, never watch birds, never tease, never play in the sand.

O litle Jewish boys! O bright Jewish eyes! Little angels! From where? From here, yet not from here.

O beautiful little girls. O you bright pure faces, smudged and disheveled.

10
They are no more! Don't ask overseas about Kasrilevke, Ychupetz. Don't.

Don’t look for Menachem Mendels, Tevye the dairymen, Nogids, Motke thieves. Don't look —
-Zey will, like the prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea and Amos from the Bible,
.> you from Bialik, speak to you from Sholem Aleichem and Sholem Asch's books.

Kasrilevke, Yehupetz - fictional towns in Sholem Aleichem's oeuvre
Menakhem Mendel, Tevye = Sholem Aleichem's major fictional characters.
¥otke the Thie fictional characters in the work of Sholem Asch.
SAI.,MQ NOJM i




: ’vcr will the voice of Torah be heard from yeshivoth, synagogues, and pale students,
Purified by study and engrossed in the Talmud. .. No, no, it was not pallor but a glow,
Already extinguished . .. Rabbis, heads of yeshivoth, scholars, thin, weak prodigies,

Masters of Talmud and Codes, small Jews with great heads, high foreheads, bright eyes
— all gone.

2

Never will a Jewish mother cradle a baby. Jews will not dic or be born.
Never will plaintive songs of Jewish pocts be sung. All's gone. gone.

Vo Jewish theater where men will laugh or silently shed a tear.
~No Jewish musicians and painters, Barcinskis. to create and innovate in Joy and sorrow.

-
Jews will fight or sacrifice no longer for others.
- They will no longer heal. soothe someonc’s pain, forgetting their own.
- J vou foolish gentile, the bullet vou fired at the Jew hit vou too.
2 who will help vou build vour lands? Who will give vou so much of heart and soul?

¥ 5
And my hot-headed Communists will na longer bicker and argue with my Bundists,

Q@ wiil they wrangie with my libertv-loving. devoted ana conscicntious Ealutzim
who offered themscelves to the world. not forgetting their own woc.
watched the disputes and grieved . .. If only vou could continuc to arguc and stay alive!

by

Woc is unto me, nobody is left. .. Therc was a people and it is no morc. There was a people and it is. . . ,
What a tale. It began in the Bible and lasted rill now Avery sad tale. ( Gone...

A tale that began with Amalck ana conciuucd With the far crueller Germans. . . .
-ast Seas. Do not crush and don't destroy the wicked. Let them destroy themsclves!

J aistant sky. wide carth,

>-16-17.11.1944

Hanoch Barcinski - peinter and illustzator; killed in 1942.




Doves on wires

- -« My child, on a cold and frosty day, with an
evil wind blowing and shaking man and earth,
your father dragged himself along, tired, in
scarch of himself. He wandered through the
streets, past buildings and people. ~ —

Instead of himself, he found wires—barbed
wires that cut through the street and cut it to
pieces. On both sides of the wirc people walked
up and down. Poverty and hunger drove them
towards the fence through which one could sec
wliat went on on the other side. Jews, the badge
of shame on their arms, walked on one side and
Christian boys and girls on the other. When
from the other side a loaf of hread was thrown
over the fence, boys on this sidc tried to catch it.
Police in jack-boots, armed with rubber trunch-
eons, beat up a child. The child cried and Ger-
man soldiers, looking on, shook with laughter.
When a Jewish girl sang a song, begging
pleading—"1 am hungry and cold,” policemen
drove her away, and the soldiers smiled. when
they saw the loafl of bread, rolling on thc
ground.

People walked up and down. And your father
stood there and looked over the fence. Suddenly
a flight of doves came down, driven from
somewhere out of the blue. Silently they settled
on the wires and began quietly to coo. T felt the
pain of their sadness and sorrow, 1 listcned to
their weeping hcarts and understood the anguish
of the freczing doves. ;

And yet, my child, how greedy man is! With
his heart he feels sympath.. while his eyes are
filled with envy. The doves have wings, and if
they want to, they can fly, on to wires or up to
roof-tops, off and away!

Your father stood there, dreaming. And a
policeman came and knocked him on the head.

Ashamed he began to move on, but he wanted
to look once more at the doves, And, then, my
child, your father saw something terriblc :

The doves were still there, on the barbed
wires, but . . . they were eating the crumbs,
out of the hands ot the soldiers' . . .

My child, your father grew very sad, and sad
he still is : not about the doves on freezing wires,
and not because they have wings and he has not,

but because now he hates the doves, too, and he

warns you: Keep away from them, as long as

_the innocence allows itsell to b fed by murder-

ous hangs . . .

?? .-'-»"'-‘;

. Joseph Kirman

(i BT




W

G-D OF MERCY

—
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£ 6GodofMercy

For the time being

Choose another people.
We are tired of death, tired of corpses,

We have no more prayers.
For the time being
Choose another people.
We have run out of blood
- For victims,
Our houses have been turned into desert,
The earth lacks space for tombstones,
There are no more lamentations
Nor songs of woe
In the ancient texts.

God of Mercy

Sanctify another land

Another Sinai.

We have covered every field and stone
«With ashes and holiness,

With our crones

With our young

With our infants

We have paid for each lett_er in your Commandments.

God of Mercy

Lift up your fiery brow, -

Look on the peoples of the world,

Let them have the prophecies and Holy Days
Who mumble your words in every tongue.
Teach them the Deeds

And the ways of temptation.

God of Mercy

To us give rough clothing

Of shepherds who tend sheep

Of blacksmiths at the hammer

Of washerwomen, cattle slaughterers

And lower still.

And O God of Mercy

Grant us one more blessing— s

Take back the gift of our separateness® ~ .
Kadia MolodouwsKy

1945
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