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NAHMAN OF BRATSLAV

THE TALES

AV Nahman answered and said: On the way, I told a

tale {of such power) that whoever heard it had thoughts
of repentance. This is it. '

Once there was a king. The king had six sons and one
daughter. The daughter was extremely important to him and
he cherished her and enjoyed her company very much. Once,
on a certain day when he was with her, he became enraged at
her and from his mouth slipped the sentence: “May The
Not-Good take you away.” That night she went to her room,
and in the morning no onc knew where she was. Her father,
the king, grieved deeply and he sent here and there searching

" for her.

Then the viceroy, seeing that the king was deeply
grieved, rose and requested that a servant, a horse, and money
(for expenses) be given to him. And he set out to search for
her. And he searched for her for a very long time until he
found her.

(Now Rav Nahman tells how he searched for her until he
found her.)

He traveled for a long time, here and there, in deserts
and fields and forests. And he searched for her for a very long
time. While traveling in the desert, he saw a path off to the
side and reflected: “Since I have been traveling such a long

“time in the desert and cannot find her, I shall follow this

path—maybe I will come to a settled place.” And he traveled
for a long time. At last he saw a castle with many soldiers

M1 MTOn

‘ SN2 - I 1772
WRY 7 ,30N NTY) PURDIT - PRIVY 1786
APV - hann 1789

o Q'R D) 1798
L2awn Naon) @St - NSnnn 1800

02 I NPR MR LY 9N 12 1M ) 2907 - 3T 1802

JRING W NPNn 1810



NT'WVD Ton na narn 8 n.wxm MHYD |

19 M5NA "0 RIUNR M MY DY TRD N0M 1IN ORI 00 phaln)
111 9¥200% 75M DIDN PRWIT LA0IKY THR MY WD 70 L0110V 1IN RY
R LYY K1 MY 292 VTN IR N0 M Y9 1m0y kY ImMR 0Tn
TN 130% 293 DYIIWH M aw MmYTR N3 ST6Ya OB DY 2w aRM
TITYD Bw AR 503 YR RY oan IR 0w Tt TR v Al (o

1PRAY ART DY AWyl A5 MRYY NI 3501 95 Y 1A DY 9ok
AT AnEwY M7 wYY DR om amR RWAaY 1PYm LoYen x0any M

A7 1TRYM L0500 DR MW WK TIRD DMWY/ oM 1a i
AR mobey wen wem RIT Y30 190 DAT AR R’ LAY3R e m Koo

RPN CAMR TN DM WY IR IART 7990 AX°%¥0 90 WK LM

MR 37 .05 WA MR YN ANRT IR AYKEY 13 avan owb a9%m aroon
AWM JIROY DRI PRI MR ORI LT3ARIW 9N D0 K0T DR MR Yon
1% 99207 .20 RY R A1 ;pnn 181 L9730 AT 108 P T9na taRw wRa
K819 2120 IR PR IMR URWY .0MIW 00 SWHAn KITWY TRY V0N aNW
I M EPn 1Y MA 2anwd R’ IR RURIAY 9V RURW 1Y 0K MR
WID Y W 1A VI3 MR KON SR Vavann wd Y, o v ow

' 0% DR IVD PR IR 01X 170 1K 1D IR PR W PR ) 22¥n0 ©1 W
TR PR UIRT OXF 770 T WP W ORI LPRURD 1R WMP°3 Y PR
DY TR 'R WY 0% AR 1PYOY RO 1K 1R .08 01 19D -Ri%™0 IROR PR 199P
71 K3 DR DR T DD WP PR P WT PR 1D PR W Ty BT PR
PR .TOYRY DRIT IR 1IR3 Y TR .09 YR 19D BIRT ORY ﬁ:__z IR 039D
T OY) POIRT ORI 1AVE K] W YIVRIN IR PR 033 P ORD 1R WKL PR
RO WY PR T WY IRY 190 10703 ORI 790 W WP W T I
DYVARR T 1R Anniy YRIN 1R 1R WY Wwoiny PR W POIRT PR YY)
TRDKD 19D R 2970 °T LIRIP LR wn Y™ AVANT) R OPOT W 13Ky
212 D2 T W3 DR ORY PR DR VIV LIVPL O ORY N 1R S0P 1R vhvow)
PR IRP2 PP 1R 190 °T LR OV ) .03vp 'wfg' T DRD PR VI T BRI Y PR
WVIRDE"2 AR KT PR DIVR W] DK O] bR} VIVRIM IR PR DY 9K 1) vk
DAV’ DR DR TR UL IR DR DR MR VIR DK 2 PR PR Y100 Wy 10
RO PR ORY) T9m N2 T 00D T PR TR LK DIZIYI PR W ORI 7D WOIKP
QYT M LDIY DR °F LRY LW WOMP M) LIV T Y LRI LPIRIYD PR
KT 1R (9pv) 7 YR} W '3 997 18 277) BRI OXT VOKD ] DIIN O'% AT ORJ PURD
VLT PR IWERY PR IR OPUE WT PR Y LRY b1 0 PR DRY) by DRY 'R
DI Y 1R W IR N 03wy oy URD IR .0 I02)A52°1 O WY PR XD
OIX T LOPR] 1T 18 PIMQ .IWHY] OIK U7 T URIRR 1T .03 DR T URY 190N
D R WWRIV WOPRE I PIIR PR W PR 1YY DIRT LOPR 1N LW 1K 1'RP
PR 10U 1K 193V P wobK) vy 1PIRT YY) RN unj_ PR 1VHY) 01K 10 LoYay

posted around it. The castle was very beautiful and the sol-
diers were standing around it in perfect order. And he feared
that the soldiers would not let him in, but he reflected: “I shall
attempt it.”

He left his horse and walked to the castle. They let him
pass and did not hinder him at all. He walked from room to
room without hindrance and came to a hall where he saw a
king sitting with his crown, many soldiers standing guard,
and many musicians playing instruments in his presence. And
it was lovely and beautiful there. Neither the king nor any
other person asked him anything. He saw delicacics and fine
foods there, and he stopped to eat and went to lie down in a
corner to observe what was going on there. He observed that
the king ordered that they bring the queen and they went to
bring her. When they brought in the queen, there was a great
tumult and great joy and the musicians played and sang
mightily. They placed a throne for her next to the king. And
she was the lost princess! And the viceroy recognized her,
After a time, the queen glanced about and saw somecone lying
in the corner and recognized the viceroy. She rose from the

" throne and went there and touched him.

She asked him: “Do you recognize me?”

He answered: “Yes. | recognize you. You arc the
princess who has been lost.” And he asked: “How did you get
here?”

She answered: “Because that sentence slipped from my
father’s mouth. And this place is 7 Not-Good.”

He told her that her father was deeply grieved and that
he had searched for her for many years. And he asked her:
“How can I free you from here?”

She told him: “You cannot free me unless you choose a
placc and stay there for one whole year. During this entire
year you must ycarn for me, to frec me from here. You will
constantly yearn and search and hope to free me. And you
will fast. On the last day of the year, you shall fast and not
sleep from sunset to sunset.”

|
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And he went and did so. At the end of the year, on the
last day, he fasted and did not sleep. He set out to go to the
princess to free her. As he went, he saw a tree, and on it grew
very fine apples. He craved them very much, and he went to
eat from them. As soon as he ate from the apple, he fell over
and sleep seized him. And he slept for a very long time. His
servant shook him, but he did not wake up. After some time,
he stirred from his sleep and asked the servant: “Where am 1
in the world?”

The servant told the viceroy the entire story: “You have
been sletping a very long time, several years, and 1, in the
meanwhile, have lived off the fruit.” The viceroy grieved
deeply and went to the castle and found the princess. And she
wailed bitterly to him: “If you had only come on that day you
would have freed me from here. Because of that one day, you
have lost everything. It is true that not eating is very difficult,
especially on the last day when the evil impulse waxes strong.
And so, choose another place and stay there, too, for a whole
year. On the last day you will be allowed to eat. Only do not
sleep and do not drink wine so that you will not fall asleep,
because the main thing is sleep.”

He went and did so. On the last day he was walking back
there and he saw a spring gushing forth and it looked red and
smelled of wine. He asked the servant: “Do you see this
spring? There should be water in it, but it looks reddish and
smells of wine.” And he went and tasted a bit from the spring.
Immediately, he fell over and slept some seventy years. Dur-
ing this period many soldiers passcd by with their baggage
trains traveling behind them. And the servant hid from the
soldiers. Afterwards, there passed a carriage and the princess
was sitting in it. She stopped next to the viceroy and alighted
and sat next to him and recognized him. She shook him vig-
orously, but he could not wake up. She began to wail about
him, that all the labors performed and travails endured for so
many years in order to free her were lost because of that one
day when he could have freed her. She wept much about it:
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“It’s a great pity both for him and for me, because I have been

here such a long time and cannot get out.” Afterwards she
took the kerchief off her head and wrote on it with her tears
and left it next to him. She rose and sat in her carriage and
rode off,

Later, he woke up and asked the servant: “Where am I in
the world?” The servant told him the whole story, that many
soldiers had passed by and that the carriage had been there
and the princess had wept and cried out: “It’s a great pity for
you and for me!” In the meanwhile, the viceroy glanced about
and saw that the kerchief was lying next to him. And he
asked: “Where did this come from?” And the servant an-
swered that the princess had left it after having written on it
with her tears. The viceroy took it and raised it to the sun. Ie
began to see the letters and read what was written there, all
her lament and cry, that she was no longer in the former
castle, but that he should search for a golden mountain and
pearly castle. “There you shall find me!”

e left the servant behind and went on alone 1o search
for her. And he traveled for several years searching for her.
He reasoned that surely there is no golden mountain and
pearly castle in a settled place because he was expert in the
map of the world. And so (he concluded): “I shall go to the
deserts.” He went to search for her in the deserts for many
and many a year. At last he saw a man so huge that his size
was not human and he was carrying a tree so huge that no
such tree is found in any settled place.

That giant asked him: “Who are you?”

The viceroy answered: “l am a human being.”

The giant wondered and said: "I have been in the desert
for a long time, but I have never scen a human being here.”

The viceroy told him the whole story, and that he was
searching for a golden mountain and a pearly castle. The giant
said to him: “Surely it does not exist at all.” He rebuffed him
and told him that they had deluded his mind with nonsense,
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that it surely did not exist at all. And the viceroy began to
weep bitterly and said: “lIt surely, definitely exists some-
where.” ‘The wild man rebuffed him again saying that they
surely had deluded him with nonsense. And the viceroy said
that it surely exists.

The wild man said to the viceroy: “In my opinion, this is
nonsense. But since you insist, I, who am in charge of all the
animals, will do you a favor and summon them all. Since they
roam throughout the entire world, one of them might know
about that mountain and castle.” And he summoned them all,
from the smallest to the biggest, all kinds of animals. He asked
them, but they answered that they had not seen anything of
the sort. So he said to the viceroy: “See! They have deluded
you with nonsense. If you listen to me, you will go back,
because you will surely not find it since it does not exist
anywhere in the world.”

But the viceroy insisted vigorously and said that it
surely, definitely exists. The wild man said to the viceroy:
“Here, in the desert, I have a brother who is in charge of all
the fowl. Perhaps they know since they fly high in the air.
Perhaps they have seen that mountain and castle. Go to him
and tell him that I have sent you.” And the viceroy went on
for many and many a year in search of him. Finally he again
found a man as huge as the former one and he, too, carried a
huge tree. And this giant asked the viceroy the same question.
The viceroy told him the whole story adding that his brother
had sent him. And he, too, rebuffed him saying that it surely
does not exist. The viceroy insisted that it does. The giant
said to the viceroy: “l am in charge of all the birds. I shall
summon them —perhaps they know.” He summoned all the
birds and asked them all, from the smallest to the biggest, and
they answered that they knew nothing about that mountain
and castle. The man said to him: “You see that it surely does
not exist anywhere in the world. If you listen to me, go back.”
But the viceroy insisted and said that it surely does exist
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somewhere in the world. The giant said: “Further in the des- ,
ert you will find my brother who is in charge of all the winds. -
They roam throughout the whole world—perhaps they

“know.”

The viceroy traveled and searched for many and many a f
year, and finally found 2 man as huge as the former one and |
he, too, carried a huge tree. This giant asked the viceroy the
same question, and the viceroy told him the whole story. This
giant, too, rebuffed him, but the viceroy insisted again, Fi- |
nally, the third giant said to the viceroy that he would do him
a favor and summon all the winds to come and he would ask
them. He summoned them, and all the winds came and he
asked them all. None of them knew anything about that
mountain and castle. The giant said to the viceroy: “Don’t
you see that they have told you nonsense?” And the viceroy
began to weep loudly and said: “I know that it surely must
exist.”

At that moment he saw that another wind had arrived.
And the giant in charge of the winds was very angry with it:
“Why are you late? Didn’t  order all the winds to come? Why |
didn’t you come with them?”

The wind answered him: “I was detained because I had
to transport a princess to a golden mountain and a pearly
castle.” :

And the viceroy was overjoyed to hear this.

The giant in charge asked the wind: “What is expensive
there?” .
The wind said: “Everything is very expensive there.”
So the giant in charge of the winds told the viceroy:

“Since you have been searching for her for such a long time

and have performed so many labors, and money might now
be an obstacle, I am giving you a purse, and whenever you

‘put your hand in it you will draw money from it.” And he

ordered a wind to take him there. The storm wind came and
carried him there and brought him up to the gate. The sol-
diers standing guard there would not let him enter the city,
but he put his hand into the purse and took out the money and
bribed them and entered the city. And it was a beautiful city.
He went to a rich man and arranged for his board, knowing
that he had to spend time there, because he had to employ
intelligence and wisdom to free her.

(And how he freed her, Rav Nahman did not tell.)

And finally he did free her.



