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By ISIDORE HAIBLUM

Professor Leon Shapiro is a slen-
der, medium sized white haired man
whose gentle demeanor seems to be-
lie the strong and often controver-
sial views he holds on a variety of
issues. I visited him on a recent,
rainy- afternoon to talk about the
plight of Soviet Jews.

“Everybody is very much aston-
ished at what is happening in Soviet
Russia,” Prof. Shapiro says. “Sud-
denly there is talk of anti-Semitism,

- particularly now when there are no

Jews in the Soviet leadership. Well,
there are of course many compli-
cated reasons why it happened, but
In my opinion an essential one is that
anti-Semitism is nothing new in Rus-
sia. It’s a historical phenomenon
which has to do with the whole

- Russian past.

“Now I think that it would be
correct to say that for only six
months in all Russian history the
Jews really had full equality—it was
from March 1917 through October
1917, under the Government of
Lvov and Kerensky.”

“What happened then?” I ask.

“Starting from October, from
Lenin’s revolution, the Jews of
course formally had all their rights.
But for many social-and economic

reasons they were among the peo-

ple who were objectively in a very
difficult situation. Economically be-

cause they were among the classes

who somehow had difficulties fitting
within the new socialist economy,
Politically because they did not fit
within the structure of the Soviet
Union, which was based essentially
on national rights given to national
minorities which had rerritories:
Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Tar-
tars, Kirkhiz.

“The Jews did not have territory
—therefore while they did in fact
receive minority rights, and this is
of course connected with Evsekt-
siia, very soon these minority rights
deteriorated; and by 1930 Evsekt-
siiaitself was liquidated.” .

“And conditions became worse,”’
I comment.

The Professor nods. “There came
purges, the war, patriotic fumes,
where all of Russia was super pa-
triotic: a greater Russia nationalism.
The Doctor’s Plot and so on.

“Stalin at the beginning, one must
acknowledge, was not an anti-Sem-
ite. In his study of Marxism and the
National Question Stalin’s thinking
was exactly the same as many Rus-
sian bolsheviks and mensheviks of
Jewish origin. Later of course it
changed; and towards the end of his
years I suppose there was sort of a
pananoia judging by what his daugh-
ter Allilueva tells us in her book
One Year Later. |

“What actually happened,” the
Professor says, “when Stalin died is
that there was a sort of a thaw, a

liberalization in Russia brought by -

Khrushchev and continued in a way
by Brezhnev and Kosygin—in all
areas—except the Jewish. There
nothing happened. Today as before
—there are no Jewish institutions in
Russia. No schools, no Jewish news-
papers. The only exception is the

*The Jewish section of the Communist Party
dealing with problems involving the Jewish
minority.
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Birobidzhaner Shtern which 1s a
small newspaper Yiddish in form but
with very little Jewish content.

“Another point which should al-
ways be emphasized,” Prof. Shapiro
continues, “is that while Russia 1s
formally an atheistic country the

Russian Greek Orthodox Church
has a certamn structure and influ-
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Prof. Leon Shapiro

ence. Russia has wide-spread Mos-
lem institutions—with four different
administrations dealing with Mos-
lems in different areas of Russia.
And even a sort of Baptist center.
All have—except the Jews. Jews
don’t have any central bodies, are
completely atomized and the syna-
gogues have no connection, with
each other, no co-ordination. There
are no hedorim and few rabbis.”

“You mentioned a change in Sta-
lin’s thinking about Jews,” 1 say,
“one that became more negative,
Was this because the Jews had no
territory, because they were consid-
ered primarily a religion or perhaps
had too many contacts overseas and
this made them suspect?”

Prof. Shapiro smiles, “Well, of
course there could have been a doc-
trinal factor, one that went back to
the old Leninist idea that the Jews
are really a nation on the way to ex-
tinction and therefore there is no
need for Jewish identification and
Jewish group life in a socialist so-
ciety. Yes, that could be one factor
but I don’t think it’s the real one.
The real factor is, I believe, the
deeply seated anti-Jewish bias which
permeates the whole Russian so-

ciety, from top to bottom. During
the purges Stalin destroyed all the
Russian Intelligentsia, the old cadres
of the bureaucracy. Now he needed
a sort of bureaucracy. You cannot

manage a state without one. What

did Stalin do? He brought people
up through the purges, which might
be called a very cruel method of
social upward mobility. He killed off
the top. Who was at the bottom?
The peasants, people from the Rus-
sian hinterland who, by tradition,
considered the Jews as foreign, alien
to all their ways of thinking, Some
of them even remembered from their

fathers and grandfathers that the

Jews were “really Christ-killers.”

“Now these people rose in rank
and suddenly saw Jews in the insti-
tutions. That’s when the accelerated
liguidation of Jewish participation
began.

Chauvinistic Upsurge

“After the war there was of course
a tremendous upsurge of Russian
chauvinistic feeling. Stalin himself
made a victory speech, drank Vod-
ka, for the Russian people—not So-
viet—but Russian people who with
their brains and resistance and
strong will won the war. If the Rus-
sians are on the top then somebody
is on the bottom. And naturally in
Russia at the bottom are the Jels.

- “This brings us up to date,” I say.
“In other words the end of the anti-

Semitic process can be seen today.”

“It 1s a natural continuation.”

“And what is happening now with
Soviet Jewry?” I wonder, “Well, it’s
a very difficult question,” the pro-
fessor tells me, “and I’'m afraid there
is much misinformation about this
in the press. But if you carefully
read the letters from emigrants—
the polemics around the new emi-
grants—then you will see what they
themselves say: There are no po-
groms in Russia. There is anti-Semi-
tism; very, very, strong anti-Semi-
tism. But the Jews are accustomed
to live 1n anti-Semitic countries gen-
erally. I mean it’s not something new
in the last fifty years—it’s a couple
of thousand years old. The Jews are
still relatively well off in Soviet Rus-
sia, in economic terms. They are
not at the top, that’s true. It’s very
difficult for a Jew to receive ad-
vancement. There are no Jews in the
leadership of the Communist Party.
There are only six Jews in the whole
Supreme Soviet. Only six. And if you
take into consideration the fact that
Jews are essentially urban popula-
tion and the Communist Party ac-
tually presents a single list for elec-
tion it means that they simply didn’t

put Jews on the list.

“The Jews have difficulties in aca-
demic institutions too. There 1s, In
fact, a numerus clausus, a quota.

“What actually happened? In the
mid 60’s there arose a Russian re-
sistance. Siniavski who wrote under
the name of Tertz, Daniel,Amalyl-
ick, Sakharov and many others. By
the way, it i1s very important to note
that even in the resistance among
the dissidents there are people who
are really very anti-Jewish, and in
the Samizdat—in their underground
publications—they are quite clear
about the subject! I feel it confirms

the thesis which I brought up be-

fore: this deeply seated and contin-

uing process of anti-Semitism.
“There was a Jewish resistance,
too?” I ask.

Israel Stimulus

“Yes, I suppose a great stimulus
for the Jewish resistance was the
development of the State of Israel,
and its wars. If, as it now becomes

clear in Russia itself, the Russian

patriotism, what we call russkost,
Russian spirit, is something very im-
portant, then all nationalities also
have the same national spirit. Ex-
cept that it was perfectly alright and
legal to have the Russian feeling but
it was perfectly ‘wrong’ and ‘dan-
gerous’ to have Jewish feelings be-
cause those became Zionism, be-
came nationalism, became a con-
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nection with ‘Imperialist Forces
abroad.” There are over 100 books

_published in the last years, which

are in 'texture and in content not
better than the ‘Protocols of the El-
ders of Zion.” Well, under these con-
ditions of course many Jews are try-
ing to leave.”

“Is this a national movement?” I
ask.

“Personally I have great doubts,”\

the professor says. “Don’t misunder-
stand me, because we are going into
a dangerous subject. Of course to
the extent that the Russian Jews
want to get out—they should be
helped. To the extent that they are

- going to Israel-it’s excellent because

they are going into a Jewish State
where it will be normal for them to
be identified with the Jews. But when
I look at these Russian Jews who
are coming here and to Israel, I
often think that they are very alien.
This 1s understarfdable. They have
been subjected to fifty years of ter-
rible conformist totalitarian educa-
tion. \
“In my opinion, from a Jewish
point of view, the most- important
thing is to think about the 22 mil-
lion Jews who remain in Russia, and
not those who left. Under the pres-
ent economic conditions all the 22
million Jews will not be able to leave
Russia. They will remain. And it 1s
necessary to mobilize this tremen-
dous amount of energy which we

- mobilized for all demonstrations

now being arranged, also on behalf
of the Jews who remain in Russia;
it means demonstrating for syna-
gogues, rabbis, chedarim, religious
education in Russia. I'm not speak-
ing this way because, of course, per-
sonally I favor religious education,
but also because there is a revival
of religious interest in Russia,

“To bring this about it would be

THE MOMENT OF REUNION for R mily
members is always joyful. Later on, the problems of adjustment to a different
' society begin. B

ussian emigres with their long lost f:

necessary to have the Soviet Govern-
ment institute educational programs,
to train teachers, to create institu-
tions. Do you actually believe that

this is a possibility, something that

could ever occur?”

“Well, there would, of course, be
tremendous resistance. However we
should not be prophets. Prophecy
as you know is forbidden by our
religious traditions. Now, nobody
knew that Khrushchev—an apar-
atchnick*—co-responsible with Sta-

lin iIn many areas, suddenly would

start a thaw, a liberalization and

speak as he did at the 20th Coagress -

of the Communist Party. I don’t
mean to say that it will be easy but
there are reports, for instance, that

the Soviets are now sending eight
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the only Soviet-block Rabbinical
Seminary still exists, to study and
-theoretically to return to Russia.

Well, if this is true, it’s important—
as a beginning. |
“Now, at this time, there is a
Sovietish Heymland, a Yiddish mag-
azine, By Communist standards it’s
a good magazine. . . There are ama-
teur Yiddish theatre, song and dance
groups in many places—in Kovno,
in Riga, in Moscow, in Leningrad
and in Moldavia. Some of the artists
have now migrated to Israel but
others remain there. Of course it’s
Yiddish secular culture. One has to
support these initiatives also to the
extent that one can. One has to do
everything that is possible against
great difficulties to help, to con-

serve, Jewish life in all its colors.”:

Jackson-Vanik

“Prof. Shapiro,” I say, “what is

your opinion about the Jackson-
Vanik Amendment?”

“Well, in connection with the

problem of the emigration of So-

viet Jews from Russia, one should
remember that Moscow was, of
course, looking for detente and was
very much interested in economic
relations with the United States,
American technology, certain Amer-

(Continued on page 12, col. 1)

*Party bureaucrat.
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came out in May.
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Perspective: Russian Jewry

(Continued from page 3)
iIcan imports and so on. And Mos-
cow requested as part of the agree-
ment on detente to receive, what is
called, ‘a most favored nation’ sta-
tus.” Then the problem was discussed
in the Senate. Senator Jackson who
was supported by a great number of
senators, insisted that in order to
receive this ‘most favored nation
status,” Russia should allow free Jew-
i1sh emigration. Jackson’s proposal
was discussed in the press. There
were many demonstrations and it
was supported by the majority of
Jewish intellectuals and clergymen.
I have some doubts about its wis-
dom—not of the Jackson Amend-
ment per se—but of the way it was

presented and how it was discussed
in, the media, on television, and at
many, maybe too many meetings.

“Whatever we may think about
Soviet Russia it is a country very
much interested in its own status,
and I feel that somehow on this side
—i1n the U.S.—we have exaggerated
the element of intervention in Rus-
sian affairs. 1 also believe there was
another element of great signifi-
cance, but it is something about
which 1t is now quite difficult to
speak. The point is that by our de-
mand, specifically concerning Jew-
ish emigration (while we spoke
about general free emigration,
everybody knew that we meant Jew-
1Ish emigration) we have put Rus-

sitan Jews in a special situation,
Many Russcian intellectuals, dissi-
dent Russian intellectuals, dissident
Russians—not Jewish with whom 1

have spoken after their arrival from

abroad told me that they also felt
that this was an element which put
the Jews, so to speak, in a ‘special
situation.” That is exactly what anti-
Semitism means. In other words, no-
body thought about it, but objective-
ly that is what happened. However,
quite frankly, today to speak about
Jackson’s Amendment has no mean-
ing, since for all intents and pur-

poses, at least for the time being, it’s
dead.

“What will happen to the general
policy of detente is another question.
But for the moment there has been
an emigration of Jews from Russia
of a total up till now of about 100,-
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000. since 1971. However, it’s true
that since the second half of 1974,
and particularly in 1975, there was
somewhat a decrease in the rate of
emigration. Now the decrease prob-
ably could be explained by two fac-
tors. First of all, by the repressive
attitude of the Soviet Authorities
and also by the situation of the new
immigrants in Israel and in the U.S.,
some of whom have serious prob-
lems in adjustment.”

“You mean,” I ask, “that because
the Soviet immigrants who’ve come
to Israel and America are having a
difficult time, the Soviet Government
1s re-evaluating its position?”

“No, no,” Prof. Shapiro tells me,
“the point is that the Soviet Govern-
ment 1s essentially against all these
types of freedom. The Soviets are a

decide to let out a certain group is -
a very dangerous precedent. By the
way, there is already another group
—the Germans from Volga—who
are getting out in smaller numbers.
Later they could be Ukrainian, or
Russian—or whoever it is. No, the
Soviets’ policy is always repressive
and it’s always negative. But for
many reasons, and one of them, I

‘suspect, 1s a desire to get rid of the

Jews, particularly of activists, na-
tional thinking Jews, they permit it.

“But now they've cut down?
Why?” 1 ask.

For two reasons,” the Professor
says. “First, it 1s the general policy
of Russia: a little freedom then stop;
a little freedom and then push back.
Thats number one. On the other
hand, I suspect the would-be emi-
grants themselves are questioning,

totalitarian country and for them to

because, after all, as I have said be-
fore it’s not a nat‘onal movement,
not a pioneering Zionist movement.
People are running away from a
cage. It’s perfectly all right, But
then, when they come to Israel or
the U.S., they see the problems of
adjustment and write back and their
people question. Now if you want
me to speak to this question I have
something to say.”

“Why not?”

“All right. Now here is the prob-
lem. You must understand Soviet
Russia built what was called a new
socialist ‘man,’ but really created a
man who essentially is very far from
what we ideally think a socialist man
should be. One of the most impor-
tant elements in Russian society to-
day 1s the feeling of status. Now,
youre an engineer, you’re a writer,
a professor, a teacher, an assistant
doctor—what they call in Russia a
feldsher, you are this and that. This
i1s largely true about all nationalities
in Russia.

“The Russians at least identify
themselves as WE Russians; Push-
kin, Gogol, Dostoievsky. Jews are
not even permitted this national
identity. I mean in the ideal sense.
What they have is their feeling of
status—'I was a member of the
Academy of Medical Sciences; I was
the greatest dentist in Vinnitza: I was
the engineer specializing in planning
in Simbirsk, Which is perfectly all
right. They were. Except, quite
frankly—and one must say it—west-
ern standards are higher than Rus-
sian standards. Of course, there are
great Russian scholars, great scien-
tists, great musicians. I don’t have to
tell you. But since we are speaking
en masse, western standards are dif-
ferent and when a Russian physician
comes to America, let us say, he has
to start from the beginning. He loses

his ‘status’ and for him this is very
hard.”

“So, Professor Shapiro, you see
future prospects being somewhat dif-
ficult?” I say.

‘Every I5 seconds
a doctor recommends
Fleischmann’s Margarine.
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The Professor shrugs. “Every em-
1gration is a difficult problem. There
will be great problems in Israel and
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