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Menahem-Mendl from Odessa to his wife,
Sheineh-Sheindl, in Kasrilevka

To my dear, wise, and modest helpmeet, Sheineh-Sheind],
long may she livel

Firstly, I am come to inform you that I am, by the
grace of God, well and in good cheer. May the Lord, blessed
be His name, grant that we always hear from one another
none but the best, the most comforting, and the happiest of
tidings—amen,

And Secondly, I want you to know that it is sim-
Ply not in my power to describe the city of Odessa—how
big and how beautiful it is—the people here, so wonderful
and good-hearted, and the terrific business one can do here.

Just picture me with my cane walking along Greek Street
(that's the name of that Odessa Street where Jews are doing
business) and finding twenty thousand little deals awaiting
me: If it’s wheat that I want, there is wheat for me; if it’s
bran, there is bran here; if it’s wool, that’s here, too, as
well as flour and salt and fcathers and raisins and sacks and
herrings—in short, anything the tongue can name may be
found in our Odessa City. At first I had my eye on a couple
of good little deals, but none was quite after my heart. So
I strolled along Greek Street until I finally hit on some-
thing really good. And so I am now dealing in London, and
Iam not doing too badly at it. Once in a while you can pick
up twenty-five shekels; at other times, fifty; and if you're

really Iucky, even a hundred. In short, London is the kind
of business that can change your fortune overnight.

Not so long ago a character arrived here—a beadle or
something—and before you could say, “Hear O Israel,”
he picked up thirty thousand, Today you can’t get within a
mile of him. I tell you, my dearest wile, gold is simply roll-
ing in the streets; praise God, I do not in the least regret
that I stopped off in Odessa. However, you're surc to ask
how I managed to wind up in Odessa, considering that I
was on my way to Kishinev. Well, it must have been Writ-
ten in the books that I am destined to mike a fat pile] Wait
and hear how the Almighuy guides the steps of man.

When I arrived in Kishinev in order to retrieve from
Uncle Menasheh the dowry money I had lent him, he asks
me what do I need the dowry money for. So I tell him, I
suppose I do need it; if I didn’t, I wouldn’t be here, Says
he that he hasn’t got a penny in cash at the moment, but
he could, he says, give me a check on Brodsky in Yehupetz.
Say I, very well, let it be Yehupetz, so long as there’s money
in it. Says he, he isn't really sure whether there is any
money in Yehupetz at the moment. But he could, says he,
give me a check on Bachrach in Warsaw, Say I, let it be
Warsaw, so long as there’s money in it. Says he, “What
good is Warsaw to you? Warsaw is far away.” If I want to,
he says, he can give me a check on Barbash in Odessa. Say I,
let it be Odessa, so long as there’s money in it. So again he
asks, “What do you need the money for?” And again I tell
him that I suppose I do need it—if I didn’t, I wouldn’t be
here.

To make a long story short, he squirms to the left, he
squirms to the right, but it does him as much good as cup-
ping to a corpse. Me—when I say money, I mean money!
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So he goes and makes out a couple of promissory notes,
each one for five hundred rubles and good for only five
months. He also gives me a check for three hundred rubles
on Barbash in Odessa and the rest in cash—toward my cx-
penses, he says. And since I am pressed for time, I must cut
this short. In my next letter, please God, I'll write you
cverything in detail. Be well, greet the children, long
may they live, and remember me kindly to your father
and mother, to old and young, to big and small.

From me, your husband, -
Menahem-Mendl

Just remembered When I came to Barbash
with the check, I was told the check wasn’t a check at all.
So what is it? It’s a glimpse into the distant future! First of
all, they tell me, your Uncle Menasheh's wagonload of
wheat has to arrive; after the wheat comcs, it has to be sold
for its full price; and only then can I get the money. Short
and sweet! So I immediately sent a postcard to Kishinev
and wrote him that if he doesn’t send the wheat at once,
I'll dash off a telegram to him. To make a long story short: a
postcard here, a postcard there—I simply didn’t know what
to do for worry. And only yesterday did I receive from
Kishinev onc hundred in cash and two hundred in promis-
sory notes. Do you understand now why I haven’t written
you all this time? I was certain that the three hundred
rubles had gone down the drain. But this only shows that
you mustn’t always expect the worst. There is God in
heaven who looks after you. I've put all the cash in Lon-
don. I bought a whole pack of merchandise—hausses and
baisses both—and, praise the Lord, I heard there’s a profit
alrcady.

Asabove.
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To my dear, esteemed, renowned, and honored husband,
the wise and learned Menahem-Mendl, may his light shine
forever.

Inthe first place, I wantto let you know that we
are all, praise the Lord, perfectly well, and may we hear the
same from you, please God, and never anything worse.

In the sccond place, I am writing to say that
I've had another attack of my old spasms which I'd be
happy to hand over to your Uncle Menasheh who has
made such a hash of the fifteen-hundred-ruble dowry,
worse luck! As Mother says, God bless her, “It’s like send-
ing a cat to deliver the fish. . . .” Catch me taking promis-
sory notes from him! May as well take the plague from him,
a five-month fever! Look here, I wish I were telling a lie,
but I'm afraid you have as much chance to set your eyes on
the rest of that money as on the ears at the sides of your
head which you've carried all the way to Odessa. Your luck
that Mother doesn’t know anything about those promis-
sory notes, or you'd never hear the end of it. And as for
the money which you write you are earning, praise the
Lord, we are all happy to hear about it, Mendl. There is
only one thing—may all my enemies enjoy eighty lean years
—if you are already writing to me, why don’t you write
like 2 human being? Why don’t you describe exactly what
kind of merchandise you are handling? How much does it
cost by the yard? Or maybe it is sold by weight? I still cannot
make head or tail of it—how do you eat it, with a spoon or
with a fork? And there’s another thing I cannot under-
stand: You say you bought merchandise, and it’s already
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bringing in a profit. What kind of merchandise have you
got hold of that rises like cake on yeast? “Even mushrooms,”
says Mother, God bless her, “need rain to make them
grow. . . .” And if there is already a profit, why don't
you sell? Are you waiting for a famine? And why don'’t you
write where you are staying, and what are you feeding on?
It’s almost as if I were a stranger to you, not your wife till
a hundred and twenty years, but some kind of concubine,
perish the thought. As Mother says, God bless her, “When
a cow leaves the herd, she forgets all her good inten-
tions. . . .” If you listen to me, you'll sell your goods as
quickly as possible. Better come and bring a bit of cash
home, where you can find a finer business than the one
you write about—I don’t even know what it’s called—I
wish I knew as much about sorrow! So be well, which is
the heartfelt wish of your really devoted wife,

Sheineh-Sheindl,
3

To my dear, wise, and modest helpmeet, Sheineh-Sheindl,
long may she livel

Firstly, I am come to inform you that I am, by
the grace of God, well and in good cheer. May the Lord,
blessed be His name, grant that we always hear {rom one
another nonc but the best, the most comforting, and the
happicst of tidings—amen.

And Sccondly, I want you to know that it does
not surprisc me in the least that you cannot make head
or tail of London. Because if experienced merchants, Jews

with Jong beards, get snarled up in it, what canr one expect
of a woman? 1 shall therclore try te make it clear to you so
that voni'Il underatand exactly what it's all about. You sce,

London is a very delicate kind of merchandise. It is sold
neither by the yard nor by weight, but on a word of honor.
What's more, you cannot see it with your eyes. It changes
every minutc: Today it’s expensive, tomorrow it's cheap;
today it's a hausse, tomorrow it's a baisse; today it’s high,
tomorrow it's low. That is to say, over there in Berlin our
ruble cither rises to the sky or else plunges to the ground.
It all depends on Berlin—whatever Berlin says goes. The
exchange keeps swinging up and down like mad; telegrams
fly back and_forth, Jews scramble about like at a fair, buy-
ing and selling, rushing, pushing, shouting, making busi-
ness and getting rich—and me in the middle. There is such
a noise and a tumult, it can shatter your eardrums. For ex-
ample, only yesterday I made a little stallage which cost
me a fifty, and today, exactly at noon, it evaporated like
last winter’s snow. But I don’t suppose you even know what
it means to make a stallage, so it must be explained to you.
For example, you put up fifty for a day; the other fellow
“sets the exchange,” and you have the right to choose the
kind of stallage you want—two hausses or two baisses.
Or you can simply mark time, in which case the other fel-
low buys blind until the “close” (that’s what we call twi-
light here in Odessa, which is just about the time that eve-
ning prayers are said in Kasrilevka). And if the exchange
drops, you can kiss your fifty good-bye—and that’s what is
called making a stallage. But you are not to worry, my
dearest wifel It’s no great shakes to lose a fifty. The good
Lord willing, everything will turn out for the best, and
then, please God, the right moment will come, and I'll
make money, and maybe even a lot of it!

And as for what you say about Uncle Menasheh’s prom-
issory notes, you are making a big mistake. Uncle Me-
nasheh’s sun has not gone down yet, and he is still a good
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risk. If I wanted to make a small reduction, I could find
plenty of customers. But I don’t want to. If I need any
cash, I can get plenty. All I have to do is sell a couple of
hausses or a couple of baisses. But I don’t feel like doing
that either. I'll do better by buying another stallage.
The more stallages, the better. When you go to bed with a
stallage, you sleep all the sweeter. And since I am pressed
for time, I must cut this short. Please God, in my next let-
ter I'll write you everything in detail. For the time being
may the Lord grant health and success, ”

From me, your husband,
Menahem-Mendl.

Just remembered! You ask where I'm staying
and what I'm cating. To tell you the truth, my dearest wife,
I myself don’t know where I am. The city of Odessa is ter-
ribly big, everything is cxpensive, and here the houses are
as tall as the sky—you have to climb an iron staircase for
half an hour before you reach your lodging, which is right
under the clouds, and the window is a tiny one, like in jail.
I'm happy to scc daybreak when I can escape from this jail
into Greek Street, and that’s where I always eat, standing
up. That is to say, you grab whatever comes your way, be-
cause who's got the time to sit down properly to cat when
you have constantly to watch the Berlin exchange? How-
cver, fruit is very cheap here. You don'’t cat grapes here like
in Kasrilevka, where you eat them only on New Year's
when you say grace: here everybody cats grapes cvery single
d:r".?/, Tight ia the middle of the street, and nobody is ashamed
ot

As above.
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To my dear, esteemed, renowned, and honored husband,
the wise and learned Menahem-Mendl, may his light shine
forever.

In the first place, I want to let you know that
we are all, praise the Lord, perfectly well, and may we
hear the same from you, please God, and never anything
worse.

In the second place, Iam writing to say that I
believe you must have gone out of your mind. May I be
spared ever seeing head or tail of your wonderful Odessa,
if I can make head or tail of all your chatter about stallages
and baggages, hausses and baisses and all other messes,

. the devil knows what they are! And fifties are flying out of
your hands like hot doughnuts. Money seems to mean noth-
ing to you; it’s just dirtl I'm sure anybody can bathe in
gold if they engage in such business deals! Even if you were
to chop my head off, I still wouldn’t understand what kind
of merchandise it can be if it's invisible. A cat in a sack?
. .. Listen to me, Mendl, I don’t like it. In my father’s
home, I wasn’t accustomed to such airy affairs, and may the
Almighty continue to preserve me from them. As Mother
says, God bless her, “From the air, all one can catch is a
cold. ... .” You write: “When you go to bed with a bag-
gage, you sleep all the sweeter. . ..” Whoever goes

to bed with a baggage? What strange expressions you use—
they sound Turkish to me! And as for what you say about
cashing in Uncle Mcnasheh’s notes, if I refuse to belicve
you, nobody will consider me an infidel. As Mother says,
God bless her, “Until you count your pennies twice, you
can never be sure. . . .” You know something, Mendl?
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Listen to me, to your wife—finish off with this Odessa of
yours, and come home to Kasrilevka! Have you got fifteen
hundred in your pocket? Does Father, God bless him, give
us a place to live in? Are there shops for rent? So what else
do you want! Why must I be on the tip of everyone’s tongue
and have my encmies whisper that you've run away from
me to Odessa and abandoned me, may you never live to see
that dayl In the meantime, your Odessa can answer for the
sins of our Kasrilevka, with all your tall houses and iron
stairs that have to be climbed like mad! Is it worth it, to
spoil your stomach for Odessa’s sake? What'’s all the excite-
ment about! Because grapes are terribly cheap? Do you have
to gorge on grapes—are plums poison? This year we have
plenty of plums, a penny a bucket! But you don’t seem to
care very much about what goes on at home. You don’t
even ask what the children are doing. It looks as if you've
quite forgoticn that you are father to three little ones, God
bless them. As Mother says, “Out of sight, out of mind.
. .. You can burst if you will, but she is always right.
Mcanwhile, be well, and the best of luck to you, which is
the heartdeltwish of your really devoted wife,

Sheineh-Sheindl.
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To my dear, wise, and modest helpmeet, Sheineh-Sheindl,
long may she live!

Firstly, I am come to inform you that I am, by the
grace of God, well and in good cheer. May the Lord, blessed
be His name, grant that we always hear from one another
none but the best, the most comforting, and the happiest
of tidings—amen.

And Secondly, I want you to know that just now
there is a terrific upswing of baisses, I have therefore
stuffed myself up with London, and I've made a stock of
seventeen baisses and eight stallages. Besides, since I'm
to get several hundred rubles in differences, I'll be able to
make some more baisses, please God. If, my dearest wife,
you could only see how business is conducted here on a
word of honor, you'd immediately understand what is
Odessa; a nod of the head is as good as a signature to a con-
tract. I go for a stroll along Greek Street, walk into a “café,”
sit down at a small table and order a glass of tea or coffee
or something. Up comes one broker, then another, and then
a third. There’s no need of a contract or a receipt, not even
pen and ink! Every broker carries a little notecbook and a
pencil. He takes out his notebook and writes that I'm down
for two baisses with him, and all I have to do is pay him

- several shekels. It’s a pleasure! And a few hours later when,

God willing, the news arrives from Berlin about the rate of
exchange, that very same broker comes running and
gives you a twenty-five. A little later, when you already
know the opening price, he forces a fifty on you, and still
later, at the close, it grows to a hundred, please God.
And sometimes it can be two hundred, and even three
hundred—uwhy not? That’s the stock exchange for you! The
stock exchange is a game of chance, 2 matter of luck.

And as for what you write about not believing in Uncle
Menasheh’s promissory notes, I have news for you: I've
already found customers for them. If you want proof, here
it is: Where else did I get the money for so many baisses
and stallages? By the way, it is stallage and not baggage as
you call it. And since you ask how one can go to bed with a
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stallage, I can sce that you still don’t understand what it's
all about. A stallage is a piece of paper on which the other
fellow writes that when the “ultimo” (that is, the end of
the month) comes, he is obliged to give to you—or perhaps,
the other way around, to take from you—a certain num-
ber of pounds according to a certain exchange. That is to
say, the choice is up to you: If you feel like it, you pay; if
you don’t feel like it, you receive. Now do you understand
the science of stallages? If, please God, there are strong
“variations” in London, and for example, the newspapers
start talking about war, then the Russian ruble takes a fly-
ing dive into the depths of the earth, and London gives a
leap till you can't see it above the clouds. Only last week
they were saying about the English Queen that she wasn’t
in the best of health. Immediately the Russian ruble
dropped, and stallages jumped to the roof. Now the news-
papers are saying she is fceling better, so the Russian ruble
Is up again, and today you can get as many stallages as you
want. In short, you are not to worry, my dearest wife, for,
Cod willing, as we say in Odessa, “Everything is going to
be Class A”! And since I am pressed for time, I must cut
this short. Please God, in my next letter I'll write you ev-
erything in detail. For the time being, may the Lord grant
health and success. Please greet the children, God bless
them, and give my kindest regards to everyone, to old and
young, to big and small.

From me, your husband,
Menahem-Mendl.

Just remembered! It is so hot in our Odessa,
that during the day you sizzle, and at night you melt like
wax. Therefore, as soon as it gets dark, the city empties
completely. Everybody goes away to the springs—either
the Big Spring or the Little Spring. There you can have ev-
erything your heart desires: You can bathe in the sea, and
you can listen to music free of charge, without paying a
penny!

As above,
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To my dear, esteemed, renowned, and honored husband,
the wise and learned Menahem-Mendl, may his light shine
forever.

In the first place, I want to let you know that
we are all, praise the Lord, perfectly well, and may we hear
the same from you, please God, and never anything worse.

In the second place, Iam writing to say that I
am again having trouble with my teeth, may all your won-
derful Odessa music makers, big and little, enjoy such a
pain! I have to suffer here from toothache and worry my-
self sick over his children, and he—nothing at alll He is
living happily ever after in Odessa; he is riding around on
springs, bathing in big and little fountains, while musicians
play for him! What else does he want! As Mother says, God
bless her, “I'd have him ride on a broom, not on
springs. . . .” Make up your mind! If you are a merchant
and. if you are dealing in that wonderful merchandise
called London, then attend to your business, and not to
the English Quecen! Better think of your wife—you’ve got
a wife till 2 hundred and twenty years, and three little
children, God bless them. As Mother says, “Think of your
own and yourscll—lcave the rest on the shelf. . . .” And
as for all those successes you write me about, I must confess
they make my head spin. Somchow, kill me, but I still can’t
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believe that hundreds of rubles are popping straight into
your pockets. Is it some magic over there or sorcery, or a
spell, or something? Better take care that with all your
triumphs you do not touch a penny of the dowry money,
because if you should, you won’t hear the last of it from
Mother, God bless her! You'd think he could give a
thought to what’s needed at home, at least. You know well
enough that I can’t possibly do without a silk coat and
some serge for a dress and two pieces of linen cloth. I have
to remind him of cvery littde thing—the poor wretch has
lost his memory; you'd think his brains have dried outl
As Mother says, God bless her, “If a dig in the ribs doesn't
work, try a brick. . . .” Which is the hecartfelt wish of
your really devoted wife,
Sheineh-Sheindl.
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To my dear, wise, and modest helpmeet, Sheineh-Sheind],
long may she live!

Firstly, I am come to inform you that I am, by the
grace of God, well and in good cheer. May the Lord,
blessed be His name, grant that we always hear from one
another none but the best, the most comforting and the
happiest of tidings—amen.

And Secondly, I want you to know that I've
made very good headway. That is to say, I'm up to my neck
in baisses, and I am now very busy with London. This means
that in one shot I hand out, or receive, as much as ten thou-
sand pounds, twenty thousand pounds—on an “option,” of
course. Already I have access to all the business oflices and
am even privilcged to sit in Café Fanconi, side by side with
all the big speculators at the white marble tables, and or-
der a portion of ice cream, because in our Odessa it is the
custom that as soon as you sit down, up comes a man
dressed in a coat with a tail and orders you to order ice
cream. And since you cannot be an exception, you have to
order it. And when you finish your portion of ice cream, he
orders you to order another portion—if you don’t, you're
not allowed to remain. Then you have to loiter in the
streets, which isn’t quite nice for a speculator, and besides,
there’s a policeman in the street who looks for loiterers.

. . . However, since Jews do have to loiter, we try to evade
him. We play hide-and-seek with him and generally man-
age to fool him. But if he succeeds in catching anyone, he
pounces on his precious prey and takes the treasure straight
to the police station, as one might say, “Look, I've brought
youa Jew. . . .”

And as for your saying that you don’t believe in my “vari-
ations” ‘and “differences,” it only goes to show that you're
weak in politics. For instance, in our Café Fanconi, there is
a man we call Gambetta. Day in, day out, he talks politics
and nothing but politics! In a thousand ways he can prove
to you that there’s a smell of war in the air. He says that
every single night he can hear cannon shots—not here, but
over there, in France. The French, he says, will never for-
get that man Bismarck as long as they live. He says, war
simply must break out soon—it can’t be otherwise. If you
listen to Gambetta preach, you feel you have to sell every-
thing you own, down to your coat, in order to buy up stall-
ages and baisses, baisses without end!

And as for what you write about me buying you a coat,
well, my dearest wife, I've got an eye on something much
better for you—namecly, a golden watch with a medallion,
a golden chain, and a brooch, and I also saw some bracclets
in one shopwindow, as a matter of fact, not far from Fan-
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coni’s, and I tell you, they're Class A! And since I
am pressed for time, I must cut this short. Please God, in
my next letter I'll write you everything in detail. For the
time being, may the Lord grant health and success.

From me, your husband,
Menahem-Mendl.

Just rememberedl There is such prosperity
here, knock on wood, and people arc so busy doing busi-

ness that one loses sight of Sabbaths and holidays. For me,
of course, Salbath always is Sabbath. It can rain stones
from the sky, but on Sabbath I've got to drop into the syna-
gogue. The Odessa synugogue is something to sec. First of

all, it is called the Choir Synagogue because on top of it
there’s a round cap instead of a roof, and it hasn't got an
East Wall. That is to say, everybody sits facing the cantor.
And as for the cantor (Pinney is his name, and what
a voicel) , it's true he doesn’t wear a beard, but he cannot
be compared to that old drone of yours, Cantor Moishe
Dovid! You ought to hear him pray—it can drive you out of
your wits! As for his Sabbath day psalm, it is worthwhile
buying a ticket to hear it. All the little choirboys stand
around him in their little prayer shawls—what a pleasure!
If Sabbath were to fall twice a week, I'd go twice a week to
listen to Pinney. I cannot understand the Jews of Odessa—
why don’t they go to the synagogue to pray? And even those
who do go to pray don't pray; they sit like puppets with
their fat and shiny faces; they wear top hats on their
heads; their prayer shawls are small and skimpy, and—
shshl—nobody even opens his mouth. And if some Jew
should venture to pray a little louder, up comes the beadle
with shiny buttons and says, “Quiet, pleasel” Funny Jews
in Odessal :
As above.
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To my dear, esteemed, renowned, and honored husband,
the wise and learned Menahem-Mendl, may his light shine
forever.

In the first place, I want to let you know that
we are all, praise the Lord, perfectly well, and may we
hear the same from you, please God, and never anything
worse.

In the second place, I am writing to say, my
dearest husband, that I cannot understand what’s so won-
derful about having to sit at marble tables in Franconi’s,
may she burn to an ash, and gorge on what-do-you-call-it
from morning till night. Just to throw money away? And
who is that madman who wanders around your Odessa
dreaming about cannon shots—may he get shot full of holes
himself! Wars—is that what he hankers after? As Mother
says, God bless her, “What’s blood to you is water to
him. . . .” Oh, so you've seen golden watches and brace-
lets in Odessa shopwindows! You can save them for your
grandmother! What earthly use to me are presents which
you see through windowpanes, Mendl? As Mother says,
God Dless her, “Pancakes scen in a dream aren’t pancakes,
only a dream. . . .” Better walk straight into a shop and
buy me some lincn for bedsheets and pillowcases, and a
couple of woolen blankets, and some table silver for the
house, and whatnot. Just imagine, Blumeh-Zlatch finds it
necessary to stick her nose up at me. Her head is swollen
twice its size with pride, may she swell till she bursts! And
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for why? Because she is wearing a string of pearls around
her neck, may it choke her! Well, she has it sweet with her
husband! Some people have all the luck; it’s only me who
was born in such a dark and miscrable hour that I've got to
remind him of every little thing! Try to fmagine that you
arc spending your money on another baisse, another
mess, and all those other things which only the devil knows
what they are and which I cannot cven pronounce. I
keep relling him: Sell whatcver you have and count your
change—so he goes and buys more! What are you afrzid
of? That you won’t get any of rhis merchandise later on?
I can sce it all very plain now—what kind of busincss

you're doing and what kind of town Odessa is, where a Sab-
bath is not a Sabbath, and a holiday is not a holiday, and
where the cantor struts around with a shaved chin, may
all my sins fall on his head! To my mind, from such people
and from such a town one ought to run away like from a
putrid swamp. But there he is, wallowing in it without
any intention of budging. As Mother says, God bless her,
“The worm inside the radish thinks there’s no sweeter
place. . . ."” And so, my dearest husband, I am writing you
to think over carefully what you are doing and to stop frisk-
ing around your sweet Odessa, may it burn to an ash,
which is the heartfelt wish of your really devoted wife,

Sheineh-Sheindl.

Oh, yes! Please tell me, Mendl, who is Franconi, with
whom you seem to be spending all your days and nights?
Isitaheorashe? . . .
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To my dear, wise, and modest helpmeet, Sheineh-Sheindl,
long may she live!

Firstly, I am come to inform you that I am, by the
grace of God, well and in good cheer. May the Lord, blessed
be His name, grant that we always hear from one another
none but the best, the most comforting, and the happiest
of tidings—amen.

And Secondly, I want you to know that already
there is a smell of heavy money in the air! If the ultimo
passes without a hitch, I'll be on the top rung, God will-
ing. Then I'll cash in all my “differences,” start out for
home and, please God, take you to Odessa ‘with me. We'll
rent an apartment on Richelieu Street, buy some nice
furniture, and start the kind of life one can have only in
our Odessa. In the meantime, I'm having a little trouble
with my stomach, may you be spared the same. It looks as
if all that ice cream has upset it. . . . Now, when I come
to Fanconi’s, I don't eat ice cream anymore. So what do I
do? I order a drink which you sip through a straw; it’s
sweet and a little bitter all in one, it tastes like salty
licorice, and you can’t possibly manage more than two or,
at the most, three glasses of it at a sitting. So the rest of
the time you have to go loiter outside and have dealings
with the policeman, which isn’t at all pleasant. He’s had
an eye on me for some days, but the Lord has been good,
and I've managed to evade him every time and to hide {rom
him. What doesn’t a Jew do for a living? If, with the help of
heaven, the “settlement” goes without a hitch, I'll buy you
double of everything you want, please God, more than you
ever dreamed of.

&/
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And when you say that Gambetta is a madman, you are
making 2 mistake; he is simply rather quick-tempered.
Heaven preserve anyone from saying something about pol-
itics that he doesn’t fancyl Then he is capable of tearing
you limb from limb. He claims that something is liable
to explode any day now, and, he says, the mere fact that at
the moment everything is suddenly quiet certainly points
to war. “There is always,” he says, “a lull before a
storm. . . ."” Yesterday I had a chance to sell several bais-
scs, as well as two or three stallages, and to make a good
profit, but Gambetta wouldn’t let me do it. I1e said, “I'll
break your head if at a time like this you will let the tiniest

bit of merchandise slip out of your fingers!” The hour is
close, he says, when a fifty-ruble stallage will be worth
two hundred, three hundred, five hundred, a thousand—
and why not even two thousand? . . . If it is as Gambetta
says—or even half of what he says—I'm bound to get rich!
Right after the settlement, I hope, please God, to switch
back to hausses, start buying up rubles, and give London
a fine runaround. I'll show them the difference between
London and a rublel And since I am pressed for time, I
must cut this short. Please God, in my next letter I'll write
you everything in detail. For the time being, may the Lord
grant health and success.

From me, your husband,
Menahem-Mendl.

Just remembered! As for what you ask about
Fanconi (not “Franconi” as you say), it's neither a he nor
a she. It is simply a coffechouse where you drink coffee,
g:_:‘_l_t' ice cream, and deal in London. I wish I had at least half
the money that changes hands there in a single day!

Asabove.

10

To my dear, Acsteemed, renowned, and honored husband,
the wise and learned Menahem-Mendl, may his light shine
forever. ‘

Inthe first place, Iwantto let you know that we
are all, praise the Lord, perfectly well, and may we hear the
same from you, please God, and never anything worse.

Inthe second place, Iam writing to say that the
children are down with the measles, all three of them, and
I don’t sleep nights, while he is sitting there drinking vine-
gar with licorice! Has he anything in his head to worry
about—a hcadache maybe? And just listen to all the excite-
ment—nhe’s going to take me to Odessal He thinks all he
has to do is say, “Odessa,” and I'll fly there like a shot. Lis-
ten, Mendl, get that silly idea out of your head; Mendl,
you won’t talk me into going there; Mendl, you can be
sure of that! My great-grandmother was never there and
managed to gct along without it, so I suppose I, too, can
manage without Odessa. You're not going to persuade
me, Mendl, to Icave my father and mother and all my good
friends and go to your cursed Odessa, may it burn to an
ash! You can say what you will, Mendl, but your Odessa
is beginning to get under my skin. I don’t know why, but
I hate it. My good sense tells me you ought to sell your
merchandise gradually and turn it into money. As Mother
says, God bless her, “The best of all dairy dishes is—a piece
of meat. . . .” So what? Are you afraid to let a bargain slip
through your fingers? Let the others enjoy it! And as
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for your madman Gambct who docsn’t allow you to scll
(I tell you again, he’s a madman!), I don’t understand what
he has to do with it! What concern are your grandmother’s
worries to him? Send him to the blazes together with all
his war storics! Listen to me, Mendl: Cash in your affairs,
and scll everything while the good Lord is still watching
over you. Did yeu manage to earn a little money? Enoughl
How long are you going to waste away there? But what's
the use—do I carry any weight with you? After all I'm only
Sheinch-Sheindl @nd not Blumech-Zlateh. When Blumch-
Zlateh utters one twitter, it throws her husband into a nine-
year fever! For heaven’s sake, Mendl my dear, sell every-
thing, pack up and come home! Only don't forget to buy a
dozen embroidered shifts for me, some velvet material for
a frock for Mother (let her remcmber that her son-in-law
was once in Odessa and did business with madmen)—also a
length of fashionable printed cotton and, if you can manage
to squeeze them into your suitcase, some glassware and any
.other things you may think useful, and come home, so
the whole world should stop pointing their fingers at me
and jeering at me. Well, we’ll see whether you'll listen to
me! May my enemies live to see the day you take my ad-
vice, which is the heartfelt wish of your really devoted wife,

Sheineh-Sheindl.
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To my dear, wise, and modest helpmeet, Sheineh-Sheindl,
long may she live!

Firstly, I am come to inform you that I am, by the
grace of God, well and in good cheer. May the Lord, blessed
be His name, grant that we always hear from one another
none but the best, the most comforting, and the happiest
of tidings—amen.

And Secondly, I want you to know that the ul-
timo arrived and turned everything upside down, may
heaven preserve us. The great variations, which I awaited
like the Messiah’s coming, went up in smoke. Bismarck,
they say, caught a cold, so a terrible panic started up in
politics, and nobody knows what's what. London is now
actually worth its weight in gold, and our ruble has actu-
ally dropped down into the deepest cellar, and a terrible
baisse has set in! So you're sure to ask what happened to
all my baisses and my stallages? The answer is that bais-
ses arcn’t baisscs, and stallages aren’t stallages—nobody
wants to take; nobody wants to give—and what are you
going to do about it? As in spite, I got my affairs entangled
with little pcople who were choked by the first squecze. In
a word, this is an earthquake, a disaster, a catastrophe—you
wouldn’t recognize the place! Oh, had I made an about-
face in time! But who can be a prophet? All the people are
scurrying round like poisoned rats. There’s a panic every-
where. Everyone is yelling, London! Where is my London?
Give me London, London! But where is London? What is
London? Slaps are flying, blows, insults, curses—and me in
the middle. The point is there is no London and there
never was|

In short, my dearest wife, everything looks dark and bit-
ter. I've lost everything I made—profits, my capital, and
the jewelry I bought you; I even had to strip off my Sab-
bath coat and pawn it—everything has gone down the

drain. . . . You can’t imagine the state I'm in, and I'm so

~
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homesick I am wasting away! A hundred times a day I curse
thc day I was born. Better to have broken both my legs be-
fore I cver came to Odessa, where a man counts for noth-
ing. You can drop dead walking in the middle of the street,
and nobody will even stop to look. How many brokers
made a living around me and enjoyed plenty of tidbits on
my acccunt! And today not one of them cven recognizes

me! Before, I had a name here—they called me the Roth-
schild of Kasrilevka—and today they are making fun of
me—those very same brokers! To hear them talk, I don't
understand a thing about this business. “London,” they
say, “is an art that has to be understood.” Where were they
before, those sages? Things have come to such a pass that
nobody talks about me anymore—I might as well be dead!
And I wish I were dead rather than face such disgrace. And
for spite, that cursed Gambetta sits there and doesn't stop
dinning politics in my ear. “Ah,” he says, “didn’t I keep
saying baisses?” “What good,” say I, “are your baisses when
nobody gives me London!” He laughs and says, “Whose
fault is it? One has to understand the stock exchange. And
if one doesn’t know how to deal in London,” he says, “one
should stick to rags and old bottles. . . .”” I tell you, my
dearest wife, I am so sick of Odessa, its stock exchange,
its Fanconi, and all those petty people, I'd be glad to run
away anywhere! And since I am pressed for time, I must
cut this short. Plecase God, in my next letter I'll write you
everything in dctail. For the time being, may the Lord
grant health and success. Greet all the children, God bless
them, and give my kindest regards to your father and
mother, to old and young, to big and small.

From me, your husband,
Menahem-Mendl.

Just remembered! There is a peculiar custom in
this Odessa City—whenever anybody needs help, he
doesn't go to a ncighbor, a relative, or a friend, as we do in
Kasrilevka, for example. Not because it’s shameful, but
simply because you know beforchand that you won't get
even a fig, and that’s all there is to it. So what does one do
in time of need? They fixed up a place called pawnshop
which gives you as much money as you want, so long as you
bring them good security—it may be gold; it may be silver;
it may be copper, or a suit, or a samovar, or a chair—even
if you bring a cow, you can raise money on it! The only
snag is that they put a very low value on anything you
bring—Iess than nothing. On the other hand, there is one
advantage: The interest they take is so nice and fat that it
eats up.your capital. So every two weeks they hold an “auc-
tion.” That means, they sell all the securities which have
not been redeemed, and people can get wonderful bar-
gains and make a pretty penny on them. If I could lay my
hand on some money now, I'd take a stab at doing business
with a pawnshop, maybe get back what I lost, and perhaps
cven make a bit extra. . . . But what’s the use? Without

moncey, one should not be born into this world, and if one
does get born, it is better to die. . . . I cannot write any-
more. Let me know how you are feeling and what the chil-
dren are doing, God bless them, and give my-kindest greet-
ings to your father and mother.
‘ As above.
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To my dear, esteemed, renowned, and honored husband,
the wise and learned Menahem-Mendl, may his light shine
forever.

In the first place, I want to let you know that
we are all, praise the Lord, perfectly well, and may we hear
the same from you, please God, and never anything worse.

In the second place, I am writing to say, you
foolish simipleton, just look and see what you've donel
What ill wind has driven you to Odessa? What was it that
smelled so good to you there? Roast pigeons—is that what
you were longing for? London! Ice cream! Vinegar and
licoricel The moment you saw yourself getting stuck with
London, why didn’t you scttle on a percentage in time
and save at least part of your goods, you donkey? The way
merchants do! And why don’t you appeal to arbitrators, to
a rabbi? God in heaven—ultimo—what has that got to
do with business? You bought merchandise, didn’t you?
Well, what happened to the merchandise—where did it
go? What a calamity! But didn’t I feel it in my bones that
nothing good would come of Odessa, may it burn to an
ash? I keep writing to him: Leave that town, Mendl, send
it to blazes together with London, and may a plague sweep
over itl I say to him: Run, Mendl, run! As Mother says,

“The higher the fool, the greater the fall. . . .” But no, he
won't listen to me, because who am I? I am Sheineh-
Sheindl, worse luck! I am not Blumeh-Zlateh. Oh, my
mother is really wisel How many times did she say that a
clever woman mustn’t give her husband too much rope,
that a wife must keep such a firm hold on her husband that
never for a moment does he forget he’s got a wife! But what
am I to do if it isn’t my nature? I wasn’t born coarse like
Blumeh-Zlateh. I can’t nag or scold or shout or curse like
shel If you had Blumeh-Zlateh for a wife, may she never
live to see the day, you'd find out quick enough what the
Almighty can do!

And as for what you say about dying, you sage, it only
shows what a dolt you are. Man doesn’t live by his own
will, nor does he die by his own will. What if one does lose
a whole dowry—is that sufficient reason for a hasty act? You
simpleton, where is it written that Menahem-Mendl has to
get rich? Isn’t Menahem-Mendl with money the same as
Menahem-Mendl without money? Fool, can one defy God?
Don’t you see, He was against it? So stop squirming! Let the
money be your scapegoat forever! Just imagine that rob-
bers attacked you in the middle of a forest, or what if you
fell sick, God forbid, and the dowry went to the devil on
medicines? The main thing—don’t behave like a woman,
Mendl! Put your trust in the Eternal One. He is your staff
and your sustenance. Come home and, please God, you’'ll
be a welcome guest among your children. . . .

I am sending you some money for traveling expenses, but
see to it, Mcndl, that you don't get involved in any deals,
and don’t buy rags and old bottles—that would be the last
straw! As soon as you reccive this letter with the money,
for heaven’s sake, hurry up and say good-bye forever to
your Odessa, and the moment you leave that town, may it

catch firc at all four ends, and may the firc burn and smoul-
der and splutter and crackle and rage rill not a single stick
or stone 1s left, not cven an ash, which is the heartlelt wish
of your reaily devoted wife,

Sheineh-Sheindl.

S Trasns. Tamara Kahana



