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as the language. Whoever really learns to know Jewish life and the Je
diaspora must laugh and cry at the same time.” %
Do you also write serious things ?
“But my humour is serious. It is possible to treat serious things humos
and humorous things seriously, Jewish humour has this peculiarity, thakd

dashed with tears.”

The Jewish Mark Twain.

INTERVIEW FOR JEWISH CHRONICLE WITH

*SHALOM ALEICHEM.”
A Curious Correspondence.

_Shalom Aleichem told me what enthusiastic greetings he received fr
emigrants passing through Basle when they heard he was in the town. Theg
him their life stories, and he had to promise them that he would desori
experiences. 3

‘“It is remarkable,” he continued, “ that I correspond not only with
and friends, but with a large number of Jews who are strangers to me,
letters that I receive are real curiosities. A M2 writes to me, to ask wh
shall get married ; a girl wants to know whether she shouM study med
Russia, or go to Palestine. Another correspondent asks whether I mea
YN1J of his town (the name of which T had never previously heard of) in ong$
atorli.& as t];«:jglsmgm\gﬁ;\r{isaﬂiotl fitted exactly. Another seeks my opinion o
question : ‘}* NoN A2 And the wor it i
o | A st of it ig that to every answ ‘

What do you think of the relation of the Yiddish language to Hebrew ¥

you think that Hebrew will gradually take the place of Yiddish ? g

) f‘[ am no Yiddish Chauvinist, like the men of Czernowitz. Bnif
opinion that Yiddish is at present the only national language—true, only "
class language—but one which, with its history extending over 1 600 ye!
certain justification. It must never think of contesting the sui)erior ola
Hebrew, the original vernacular, the use of which has become lost:#
by force of circumstances. But we must reckon with these circum
I'}‘ve.rywhpm, \legre Jews live together, Yiddish is spoken, and this #i8
affairs will, I think, subsist for centuries to come. How persistently
cling to Yiddish is shown by the
tions in Englandand America. In
particularly, Hebrew has po

T the last Zionist Congrese, one event arouged widespread interest and atten-
tion. This was the Hebrew session which showed what great progress
the Hebrew language has made during recent years, and what excellent
prospects it has of becoming once more the national tongue of the people
Its claims in this respect are not altogether unchallenged, and notably

the representatives of the Poalei Zion urged at the Congress, th.a.t as a _fmct, Yiddish

- was far more the national language of the Jews to-day. This view derives sbr?‘ngt.h
from the fact—recently referred to by Heinrich Loewe 1n hig work on Die
Sprachen der Juden ’’—that nearly four-fifths of the Jewish population of the
world use Yiddish as their vernacular. In reference to this question, it will be
of interest to hear the views of the most popular of modern J ewish writers, Shalom
Rabinowitz, better known under the pseudonym of ‘ Shalom Aleichem,”
‘who has been good enough to grant an interview to a representative of the
JEWISH CHRONICLE.

It is hardly necessary
best characterised by the following anecdote.
to him, and as he shook hands he gaid : “Iam C b
Pat came the retort, “ And I am the Yiddish Mark Twain.” Shalom Aleichem

‘gpent last summer in Badenweiler, a lovely resort in the Blapk Eorest,' and went
_to Basle with his family for the festivals. The local community did all it could to

show honour to the distinguished guest, and a special seat was reserved for him in
' the synagogue. On the day after New
«Year, our representative writes, I met him
‘in his hotel, writing as he usually is.

of Israel.

s

to say who Shalom Aleichem is. His fame is perhaps
Mark Twain was once. introduced
the American Shalom Aleichem.”

Shalom Aleichem’s Latest Work.

- 'What are you writing now ? I asked.
“T always write sketches for Yiddish
papers appropriate “to the festivals, and
I am overwhelmed with requests for work
of this sort. For the last twenty years,
on every Yomtov that God gives us, I
have discharged this honourable task. T
always describe pictures from Jewish life

apropos of the particular festival. T am
now at work on sketches for Succoth
which I have to finish this week. For the

DR O this year T described various
types of the N2 MO prayer. 1 stored up
so many and such varied experiences in
my childhood that if T devote my whole
life to the task I shall never be able to
describe them all. Desides T shan’t live
long.”

Oh, why not? 1 interrupted.
are looking very well.

“Yes, but 1 don’t put much trust in
life. Ilewever, during the time that is
vouchsafed to me 1 work industriously
according to a fixed plan which I drew up.
I write steadily every day. I bave mado
ghort sketches in a note-book of what I
want to write, and T have more material
there than will suftice for my life.

“TRecently,” Shalom Aleichem went
on, “I completed a larger work
entitled ‘ Wandering Stars,” which ex-
tonds to fifty sheets and to which 1 have
devoted two years’ work. Tt will first
appearin America and constitutes the third
part of my triology. ‘Ruchele,’ the first
part, bad a musician as hero. It is a tale '
of & youth who cannot let go of his bow v ‘{
and fiddle and wins everyone's heart by ;
his playing. Tt is partly autobiographi-
cal.  The second part, ‘Nightingales,’
apotheosises the Chazonim, and now the
third part describes the milicu of Jewish

You
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«SHALOM ALEICHEM."”

prospects. Only the intelligent
learn Hebrew and be able to
vernacular. Hebrew certainly hi#
future, but chiefly in Palesting}
Hebrew may in the near fulf
rocognised as an official langusg
already write letters to Palestifh
Hebrew addresses. 1t is mof
ridiculous now to go to Palestiné§
knowing Hebrew. Only fools 0
tend that there would be any com
between Hebrew and Yiddish.
that Hebrew is making such g
gress implies a return to Judaism,
as formerly only a few read 'Hi
now a great many do so, and thel
ber is palpably increasing. ;
all to the good.”

Some Translations, &

5
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Do you write your wo
Yiddish ? ¢

“Chiefly. But I also wril]
and Russian. A congiderable X
my works has been tran
Iebrew by my son-in-law,
With all other translations the kil
my writings suffers, but it is ne§
the case with Hebrew. A shotl
my works were even transi
Esperanto by Dr. Zamenhof, the
of the language. He told m
found Yiddish could be bebl
duced in Esperanto than
language.”

Shalom Aleichem always §
ally avoided using tho word
because, he said, the term ocoulé
justice be applied to Yiddish, @
on to speak about the last Ziod
gress in which Shalom Aleiel
part with great interest. Whe
him whether he was satisfied
results of the Congress, he said i

B v

,artists. In ‘ Wandering Stars’ there
are thirty-six heroes, each with his own

porrows and idiosyncrasies. My types
geem, it is true, always somewhat ridiculous, but they nevertheless arouse

the sympathies of the reader, and that is the chief thing.”
: Future Plans.

What are your projeots for the future ?

/"I am s permanent contributor to Yiddish papers in Russia and New York,
. and this alone absorbs a considerable portion of my activity. Then, in the near
, future I intend writing a comedy which will depict the different extremes of
“Jewish education. Yiddish literature has made great progress in the last decade.

It has been statistically proved that the number of readers has grown enormously ;
. hence the Jewish public is able to stand the most notable writers 71331

Tell me somsthing about your youth. How long have you been writing ?

“When I was a boy I was a very good pupil, and it was said of me that I
ghould become a 282 “\1). But that never came off ! I cannot remember a
time when I wasn’t writing. Even in the cheder as & fourteen-year-old boy I
wrote an alphabetical vocabulary of the words that I had learnt in the Bible and
MTalmud. It wag as much to me as though I had discovered America, for I had
never seen an encyclopmdia or dictionary in my life. When I had finished the
work I showed it to my father. But he said to me DN NP N33, In a
passion I threw the manuscript away.” g

A Jewish Robinson Crusoe.

What was your next literary effort ?
“A little later on I wrote the history of a Jewish Robinson Crusoe, a pious
Jew who had lost his way in the desert. It was a colossal piece of stapidity, and
1 am happy that it never saw the light of print.  When I was eighteen I began to
write for Hebrew papers and I soon perceived that humorous writing was my
forte. When; at the age of twenty-three, I came to the conclusion that I must
/ write in the language that the whole people understands, in Yiddish,
WAPT OR PR 937 NI, I did not dare, out of consideration for my father, to
write Yiddish under my real name. I, therefore, sought a pseudonym, and what
. 'was simpler than to append to my name of Shalom the little word Aleichem ?”
; How did your writing tend to the humourous?
“The language itself is humorous and livély, There is something in it that
i provokes laughter. No other language pessesses this characteristic.
, 'situations that ocour in Jewish life in Russia present as many humorous sides

-

And the

the time would come when W
forgiveness would be sought, &
We then spoke of 7
assassination, which deeply affected Shalom Aleichem, as he himself &8
Kieff. ;
“T know the family of the murderer very well,” he said; “we li
years ago and were great friends. The grandfather of the murderer
been baptised. The father, however, a lawyer by profession, reta#
Jowish fold. But he took no interest in Jewish affairs. The childreti ng
Jewish religious instruction, nor ever spoke a word about Jewish mathe
Jews are made responsible for such occurrences. That the murdetet L
I had never heard; T knew the other sons were. I remember having e
as a little boy. I have the greatest sympathy with the parents,

&
%

honest people. The mnews of the speedy trial and execu
affected me. I firmly believe that Bogroff was forced by®
lutionaries to commit the deed in order to rehabilitate him

see, this furnishes once more a proof of the old Yiddish saying ¢
with one hand and heals with the other.” We were all stunned by 8k
the murderer was born a Jew. It is a piece of good fortune that
the secret police, and wasa provocateur of Azeff’'s 771, so that Rus
received this blow from the Russian police itself.”

Do you believe that there will be any evil consequences ?

“No. A pogrom at this moment would be a death-blow to the @
Tiurope would be convinced that the Tsar is at the head of the "
Every excess would be regarded as an act of revolution. A pogrom
tainly Dbe in the interests of the revolutionaries, because out of "
revolution might easily be produced.”

Did you read that a student had been beaten by the anti-J
Kieff ? "
“Yes, it is quite n harmless affair, but there we see the irony of
this student.  Ho is called Lipschitz. e is a fellow-studont of myf
joke of it is that he is no Jew at all. His father was baptised. Bu ¢
blessed the son with an extra large-sized Jewish nose. So he
taken for a Jew and been beaten. He forgot to leave his nose at

The Present Situation in Russia.

What do you think of the present situation in Russia ?
“It is worse now than ever before. The Government k
{ benevolent conclusion that passive pogroms are much bette!

\
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