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E ‘When T was in Israel during the week of Passover, the book stores
were filled with people buying a new book -- almost everyone was

buying it .. Tt was the book listing the thousands of dead in the
Yom Kippur war.

Kol maasecha besefer nichtavim .. what a terribly new interpretation

to this rabbinic word .. the awesome book of suffering and martyrdom &
compiled by our people during these tragic times -- has become en- &
larged. The pages titled Kishinev, Auschwitz, Jerusalem, Sinai, ;
have now been supplemented by new ones -- Suez, Golan, Kiryat Shemoneh.
Pages and pages Of new names have been added -- young and vibrant,

beautiful and life-loving young men and women, cut down in the flower
of their youth defending the whole Jewish people against its ruthless
enemies. Who reads the books of Jewish martyrdom? The world at lar:e
of course does not. It knows only of TIsraeli "intransigence." The
statesmen in the capitols of the world and in the world capitol in
this city on the East River would not read the book, and the righteous
battlers for all the oppressed of the world, except the Jewish oppress-
ed, apparently cannot read the book of Jewish suffering.

One wonders, as you circulate among them, at the strength of the younc
who have seen so much and of the parents and the loved ones who have
suffered so much. There are families who have lost loved ones in each
of the wars that have challenged the Jewish state. One woman I knew
said: " T have always wondered how it was possible for Abraham to take
his son, Isaac, to the Akeda. How could a father willingly give up
his son. Now I know ... I sent my son willingly to the battlefield.
Abraham was more fortunate. His son came back. Mine did not./’

The names in a book, the statistics in a newspaper are cold and im-
personal. The tragedy and the pain is much more vividly felt when 1t
is personalized. Recently there appeared an article in the Hebrew
press entitled: kocha shel emuna .. an interview with a young man
named Eli Sagih, a commander in one of the elite units of tsahal.

said:
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A few days after the interview was given, Eli Sagih died in battle.
In reading this, how vivid is the statement of the midrash in

tanhuma ...
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The creators of Israel called the army tsahal, related to the

Hebrew root tsahal. Tsahali varonee yoshevet tsiyon ke'gadol
bekirbech kedosh yisrael.

Are we worthy of such young people? Have we shown our devotion
to our people, our fellow men, to a degree that they have done?
The quotation from Siach Lochamim: I won't claim that we were
all ready to get killed, and yet in our half-truck we all had

the same feeling. If the boy on your left was killed, you felt
you had to be somehow specially worthy of this terrible sacrifice.
We've got to carry on doing what the others didn't manage to do.
Carry ing on -- that's our debt to them.

These were martyrs in the long tradition of Jewish kiddush hashem.
However, theirs was a death not only for the glory of God and His
people, but also to protect others. Theirs was a death for the
sake of others. For the sake of us, who live here. Tt was they
who preserved the Jewish body and enriched the Jewish soul --
Though their names are now written in the book of death, it was
they that gave us the book of life. Where would we have been,
what kind of Jewish life and spirit would have been left if we
had only remained with the crushed and the burnt, the slaughtered
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and the butchered? If we would have been left only with ruins?

If we have light in our lives as Jews, if we have Jewish pride
and Jewish determination it is because of the Yossies and the
Moshes and the Eli Sagihs who like Adam of o1ld gave up their
years to us. And what will we do with them? Will we waste

them on petty criticism and caviling on machloket and kavod, or
will we dedicate ourselves each in his own way to the further-
ance of Jewish creativity, Jewish spirituality, and Jewish purity,
and Jewish independence. We have been given their unlived days;
they bequeathed to us their youth and their dedication, their
dreams and their visions. wWe have been spared the bitter tears
of their parents and their loved ones; their wives and their
children ... All of this has been given to us as a free will
offering. Will we squander it or cherish it. This is the mean-
ing of this hour. Each Oof us must live two lives. Our own and
the unlived years of those who have not been granted the niorw
of living.

It is a great tragedy to die. It is a greater tragedy to die
young. It is the greater tragedy to die unremembered. It is
the greatest tragedy to die without purpose.

It is said of Rabbi Levi Isaac of Berdichev that he spoke thus:

I do not ask, Lord of the world, that you reveal to me the secrets
of Thy ways -- I could not comprehend them. I do not ask to know
why I suffer, but only this: Do I suffer for your sake.
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For us too, it would not be enough to ask ourselves Why they died.
It is in our hands to see to it that they died for a purpose --
the purpose is the redemption of Israel and the redemption of our-

selves.

May the time not be distant when peace will replace war; when

love will replace hatred; when the young will live out their years
in tranguility and happiness and when Israel will dwell secure in
its own land. That those who sowed in teaxf will be able to reap

in joy. e
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Isaiah 25:8
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