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- switched to Yiddish. In the year 1900 at the age of 20 Aseh came on a

’ / translation of articley in JEWISH DAILY FORWARD Friday, July 12th, 1957

Sholen %sch and his way in 1iterature vy Isass Narshavaky

Asch'e colomsal snergy

His stories and dremes , his rec gnition in the literary world, his
mistakes in life and literature

Sholem Asch who departed from the world at the age of 77 had many
qualities but hie biggest quality consisted in that he brought out of
himself the maximum, Rarely does a man give of himself everything he
possesses, About many greet artists there is an opinion that they only
gave & swall portion of their epiritual wealth. Sholem “sch belongs to
the lucky thption. Enrly in his 1ife he discoversd his pPowers and early
he lesrned how to reveal them. Nen of the spirit are upually lasy, passzive,
Often seared of the world of deed. But Bhslem Aech belongsd to that elanss
of writers that are born dosrs. Hs was & man of action. We are not going

to review Asch'e 1ife history. He started by writing Hebrew but he quickiy

boat on the River Veisal to Warsaw to Perete. In the seme year he published
his first story end it was immediately translated in dbsorken Bazphirah

(a Hebrew newspaper) and Hdor (anothar Hebrew papar). In 1903 there eppearsd
the firat eollected works of Asch in Yiddish by the name IN A scnx.m\i'z:n ZEIT
(IN A BAD TIME). But prior to that there arpsared two books in Hebrew.

Avout the wane time he married Mims Matilds Shapire, & daughter of a Hebrew
Polish writer and pedegogue and cosmenced to collaborate in the Fﬁﬁ\g {a
fidatan peper). “ech did things repidly. He lost no time 1ike writers who
#it in the cafes and wait for miracles to bappen. Asch bed the talent of a
writer and the energy of a banker or an industrialist. This is the sesrst

of his suscess,
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Bafore 411 other Yiddish weiters, dgch discovered the importance of
being tmnslntad into the Burepean langusges. He wasn't satisfied with the
dimovar&ug. He really did srmething sb ut 4%, By nature, 4pch weg a man
vho loved peopls and loved to have contact with them. This is again a
characteristic that artiste seldom posssse. Something else., He had
& faculty ¢2 discovsr the right psople, Those who could be of help to him
in his literary career. In 1904 thet was mbout foup years after his
arrival in Warsgw Asch made & teip to z%a?a;gﬁmwl::‘a mountain city which wag
at that time in Auptris, mx He hacame acquainted with a Polish writer
¥itkevitchwmnd in the sams year Asch’es drama was produeed in Krakow. The
nawe was ﬁ% STRUN (WITR THE STREAM). Such dynamism by a writer and a
Jowish one ot that seemed at that time fantastio. Colleagues became jeslous.
Ferets himgslf wes estonished and even a tiny bit jealous. That which others
only drzamt of Awch tupned tnto fact. From then on Agoh workad yaar in angd
year out in newspspers, Journals, publiashed books » produced playe, traveled
aver the world end beat a path to the important publishing houses and
theater directors. There is a verse, if you saw a man quicken his action
he 48 fit to stand before kingas. Aseh was fast in his ealling and he
tronented himsalf to the great and importent psrsonalities of hig btime,

It nesd not be thought that he easily errived there. Agch actually

knew no other language except his Zidaiash, Perets compared to him was
& linguist but Perets remeined in his home town where he worked

for the Kehila and also in the Exomir., When Asch beocame the cosmopoldtan
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it lay in hie natupe,

To Aseh's presse it must be #aid thet he had the good sense and the
instinet not 4o mix his commopolitanism with s writing. Long years 4gcn
kept himself in the fremework of his 1ittle tonpr ha kapt oloss to the
1ittle town. Asch o noeived that tu the Great World does not wait for
the man from Kwina to come and write about Surope, I4's true ke traveled
the world over bub he dealt witk our omn:rtg:ins ard almonds”. (ruszirkes &
mandien) He drought to Burope regards from Kutna, Gfmbiﬁ, Jirkzlino. Many
of Eurepsan m;:;o: Agch met themselves stemmed from thore 1ittle
towns, They hed g yearning thither.Asch was for them the typical Zagtern

“uropun Jow, & kird of spiritual ambassador of thome Places where there

lived the grandfathers, grandmothers, uncles and auntg. Asch wrote about
T
Jews wermly, with sentiment. He sang ab ut thédr poverty, He seldom has

& mean word shout ¥ ems, In his writinga, Asch was a defender of Jows, Hig
works nullified the sccusations of the antl-Semites that a1l J ews are
rich and that all Jews travel over the weriq ard want to orash in every-.
vhers. Asch's herog wers houeitters and they led a Hedate, peaceful 1ife
on the shores of the "ﬁgsui. Asch even avoided showing the seamy mide of
the Poles. Oy ghe sonirary, he endeavored to weidam show the nesrnsss
between ‘Eqw and Gentile,

dsoh didn't do that intentionally with tne PUrpose to please. He

wes by nature s sentimental man but his writings became wWlly-nilly meter
to the mills of those who defended Jews 8gaingt the anti-Semitic libels,
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Not meaning it he hit the target, Quesr as it may sound, “sch's later Christianity

works are tightly tled up with Asch's philosophy and “ach's ;pologetic R&NNEr.
o

Beo strove for pe ace among religions and races. He thought himself being born

to make pesse between Yacob and Esau . And what eap bs better than to show

B

that Judaisn and Christianity ave the two sides -f the same coin? Asch had

the illusion that by calling esus Rabbi and attributing to him and the
Apostles many mirmcles he w-uld once and for all liquidate the ags old
quarrel bstwesn Yew and Chyistian, Again Agch remarkebly coincided to the

thoughte and idess of the Yahudim, and the Assimilationiste and in general
= .
thogse who were tired of carrying the ‘uwish burden and the Yewish tragedy.,

His Yemus works, princirelly, were 1iked by estranged Jews.

Asch did not have to adjust himsel?. He was of the seme dough that
made Stefan Zweig, of Frans herfel, Be thought like trem and he Felt 1ike them.
Ao was near tn the kind of thinking of “abbi Wige or of Leuis Sarshall,

"nat of Apeh's writing? His orestions?

Just because f hiws grent energy in making contact and improving on his
time Aech nevar !i;;ﬁg:é\in hig work. It wasn't in his charaeter to fathom

too much, to shiver over & letter or a comma, to rewrite many times, t~ file

the steel. The sentimentsl stuff is never Precise and careful of every little item.
Aseh knew the Folish landscape. His heros are more or less live people. He

had the means to produse mood to give a situation to sh w human goodness, human
ysarning. Hy a1go had an instinet for drama, not for sharp eonfliots, not of

that keind of drema that has the nature of = specthole. “sch was the writer

of the wide canves, but he never mose too high. Neither did he sink too low.

He shed & tesr at e funeral and right away he danced on & wedding, He groaned
at the Tiddish sxils and he olappsd bravo on what the chaluzim are doing,

As 13 ususl with a sentimental men, he belonged to all partles. In every

. direstics he saw the analities. He ¢~ 4 pe irspivred with every sort of activity,
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rher4wera sven times when Asch wes awed by Stalin. %y nature an optimist, fah
saw in sverything the ooseibility of redemption frr Yews in the world. ¥ho can
know from where and through whom the help will come?

Agch played s big role in the Tiddish literature but he never could rige
&o the level of Sholem Aleichen. Sholem “leichen is through and thr ugh ertist.
With Lseh ert was only of his qualities. Sholem Aleichem wrots 1iks one of uam

from the ingida. Shanf Ao

cvacu —uod Yight from the start looked at foliuh Yaws ag
1f he were & visitor from e far land, A rigp unele who came down to a poor
relation from abresd, Sholem Aleicham had pity but he was laughing as only
an ingideyr can leugh. “holen Asch bad pity only. How gan Tou leugh at pr p
Jewe o struggle £ v a piee of bread? “;:n°holam Agchia big black syes thers
elways hung a tanp and that tear hangs alsc over his works.

The last yeers, Aseh 1ived over & tragedy. “mch was sure that his “pmug
works will do g od to the Jews, Sy alsp think many of the “seimilationist
Jaws. But the Towish Jaws world Just as soon forego the favor, ‘pe Y ewish
o knowe what snch favors do. “Yur enemiga don:t become better but they
suoteed in diluting the Jowiuhnaua ard they lead eventually desper into the morasy
~f asaimilation and ¢ nversion. Agoh wanted to do grod by the Yewiah body,

But he £ rgot that Jews *hen 1% comes to ideas avd faith are very stubbern,
Mo won’t underwrite & 1ie because it pleases somebody,

To The Assimilated and Estranged Jews, #nd also many Yentiles, 4gch will
remain o martyr. A mseond bpinosa or Uriel Acoste ., Bug to Jews who are pre—
parsd to have the Jewish lot forever and to lead Jewishness to new heights, to
them *sch will remain an cutsider. He ia not flesh of the flesh of Foliasn

Judeism, but an snergetic, sentimental g ~d-hearted colorful unele, Let

us give him the respect and the recognition that sueh an ancle dssarves.
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1
Yon 't 1st vk forget that ecmpered to our grendfathers, we are all estranged

jaws.
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