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GOD,
MAWN),

and

DEVIL

by
Jacob Gordon

translated by
Nahma Sandrow

God, Man, and Devil by Jacob Gordin

CHARACTERS
(and the actors who appeared in the first performance)
Ses ol :

Hershele Dubrovner -2 little over forty yearsold ... David Kessler
Pesenyu, his wife - same BB Madame Wilenski
Reb Leyzer the Jester, his father -- seventy years old............ S. Tornberg
Freydenyu - eighteen years old} his nieces ............ ... Madame B. Kalish
Tsipenyu - sixteen VORE Q... covvosisisimmmcensspesessistimnnt . Madame Feinman

Khatskl Drakhme, his friend, a weaver - a little over forty....Leon Blank

Dobe, his wife, nearsighted — the same T RS A SRR Madame Nadalsky
Motele, their son -- about s SRS T Sl Jacob Cohen
Uriel Mischief -- about L RO A L TS M. Moshkevitsh

The action takes place in Dubrovne, Russia, in our times.
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PROLOGUE
(In Heaven)

(The throne of honor above. Below: heavens, clouds, many stars. Many cherubs float in
the air. Older angels at the steps of the throne. Satan stands alone at a distance.)

CHORUS OF YOUNG ANGELS
Death comes to everything. All that lives, dies.
Life itself is undying.
All that wills and that strives must die.
Willing and striving alone are undying.

CHORUS OF OLD ANGELS
Truth is eternal, eternal alone.
Goodness and beauty in truth become one.

YOUNG ANGELS
Forms die, but matter lives,
The idea of form is undying.
Idea and matter, which are spirit and nature,
Once woven together - undying,

OLD ANGELS
Truth is eternal, eternal, alone.
Goodness and beauty in truth become one.

YOUNG ANGELS
The world is formless and void
Without ideas - matter is chaos,
Intellect, which animates matter,
Creates forms out of chaos.
OLD ANGELS

Truth is eternal, eternal and single:
Goodness and beauty in truth become one.

YOUNG ANGELS
Up the natural ladder of life
The forms strive higher still.
Which of these forces s develops the striving:
Intellect, spirit, or will?

OLD ANGELS
Truth is eternal, eternal, alone:
Goodness and beauty in truth become one.

(A mighty shofar blast is heard. Movement)

AN OLD ANGEL
He is coming! He is coming! The creative spirit of eternity, the undying spirit  of truth! .

ALL ANGELS

He was, he is, and he will be.

)

i GOD
What's the news? Is Satan here among god's children?

SATAN

(Approaches) \pgyis
Here I am, venerable lord.
(Apart)

Time here in heaven stretches monotonous and tedious. My news from the world of
people is all that livens them up a little here. The foolish, stupid humans envy the gods.
Fools! Where there's no misfortune, there is no good fortune. No joy where there are no
tears, no pleasure where there is no desire, no emotions where there exists no suffering, n
happiness where there is no struggle, no news where there is no excitement! Down there
they don't know that one blink of a weak man's life is more interesting than a mighty god's
whole eternity. And so - ha ha - the gods could be humans and don't want to, the people
want to be gods and can't.

GOD
Satan, where are you coming from now?

SATAN
I have been walking up and down upon the earth.

GOD
What's the news among Adam's children, whom we created in our divine image?

SATAN
No news. They keep doing the same stupid things over and over.
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GOD
What? Nothing new among those creatures which strive ever higher and further, which do
not rest for even the blink of an eye, which think only about new discoveries, new
development and improvement?

SATAN
Their spirit strives upward, but they are sunk very deep in the filth and dirt of their
material life. They have established very many new things, but they still blunder about in

their old, decayed, moldy injustices. On the outside, they have greatly improved and
beautified themselves, but on the inside they are even more corrupt and deformed. I_Lmde
the newly educated human being sits the primitive old Adam.

GOD :
Satan, you are the spirit of denial; that's why you deny humanity's good creations. You
are dark and see everything around you as darkness. How can it be? Thousands of years
have passed since Adam ate from the tree of knowledge and I drove him from the garden
of Eden. For thousands of years, ever since then, he has been going steadily forward, and
you find him still at the same spot at the gates of the Garden of Eden? Nonsense!

SATAN
Old Lord, it is true that man has gone very far from the gates of the Garden of Eden. If he
were still in his old place, he would certainly have turned back. Because what he was
looking for, he hasn't found, and your guards, the two cherubs, have become old and
weak, and the sharp swords which you gave them have become rusty and blunt. No! Man
really did march far away from the gates of the Eden, but what was the use of that if he
carried his primitive state along with him? He drags from one place to another and drags
his old packs with him. He has gathered great fortunes, but he has remained a robber and
a beggar. He has invented brilliant devices to make his life easier, but all he thinks about is
how to make other people's lives harder. He has powerful means to annihilate theX set for
him by nature, and he uses these means primarily to annihilate his fellowmen. Old Lord, -
Adam's children are still divided into Cains and Abels: the former always get murdered,
the latter eternally remain murderers. Inside the newly educated human being sits the old
Adam. X obstacley

GOD
The newly educated human being, as I see, does not please you. To tell the truth, I too
found the old-fashioned human being much more sympathetic. Tell me further, have you
heard, or perhaps youself met, there on earth, my true beloved servant Hershele
Dubrovner? Even for the greatest god of the gods, it is a joy to have such a servant and
worshiper.
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SATAN
Hershele@) Hershele Dubrover? Iknow him. A Jew - a child of your old beloved
people. Ha Ha Ha. He writes your holy commandments on calfskin and earns a few

groshen in your holy name.

® GOD
Isn't he remarkably pious?

SATAN
X Yes, he is pious, because he is uncenseieus. .‘S’\ or ﬁﬂ'f

GOD

Sk
Isn't he an extraordinarily good man?

: SATAN
Yes, he is good, because every pauper is a righteous man,

(%) Gop
Have you ever seen anyone as pure in his family life as my Jew?

solhvlam A:M%S

£29lasATAN
/. That's because his Il'\ife beeemesﬁer&distaa}\tlrgh his every experience

@ GOD
Isn't he a true, sincere, devoted friend?

SATAN
That's because he has nothing to share with them.

GOD
Satan, be quiet. He is a righteous man.

SATAN
lfeople are right?ous when the righteousness doesn't cost them much, or when the
righteousness brings them a profit. Permit me to put him to the test and you will see for
yourself how much you can depend on even the finest and best of them.

: GOD
I will see it.

. SATAN
A bargain. This job won't be hard for me.

GOD
What means do}'ou think you will use on him? .

SATAN
.Yo'u permitted me to test your loyal servant oblby means of sorrows. Nowadays a Jew
1sn't scared of sorrows. The learned|Dr. Faus sold me his soul for a second of pleasure.

Such busir!ess works only with a gentile; a ltngy much for pleasure. Almighty
lord, permit me to try him with money, yes with money, with coins.

GOD
You believe that with this 8ood, pious, serious Jew, all his thoughts deep in my Torah,
such an unworthy thing as money will play a role?

SATAN

{2.me b Ml He more so
People who have freedom, x, power, land give it all up for money. (‘Simple for/a Jew
whose only support is money, his only .................. Oh, just let me at him with a little bag
of gold, you'll see what will become of his piety, goodness, righteousness, family life,

friendship, and all the otherX)you brag about. 4 ¢0 .2
GOD
Go try.
SATAN

Old lord, among many, you had one, and that one you have also already lost. I know that
you can't sell a bargain to a Jew, and so this will cost me cheap. (Counts on his fingers)
Piety? That's an old deeply-rooted habit, that I'll have to pay well for. Goodness? This
quality they have only when they don't consider themselves wise, As soon as he becomes
a wise man, no more goodness. Ha Ha Ha. Only a fool is good. Family life? That is just
a lie, covered with the veil of piety. That is a form of slavery, heaped onto laws,
debauchery under the mask of righteousness. Ah, this quality you can buy from them
without a groshn. All you have to do is ask my “niece, the evil impulse, to help me out a
little. Noblity? Nu, if he makes his living from nobility, he has got to be paid for it. Old
Lord, we're going to have sport. I know that the sport of the gods costs men a lot, poor
things, but it is their own fault. If man wants to be abandoned (Winks at the throne), let
him suffer, undergo pain. x (Shofar blast) Subsesvieat-

fev sevot
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GOD
Unity and harmony in the heavens, in all the worlds, in ineffable space, in all eternity.

(Disappears)

ALL ANGELS
He was, he is, he will be.
CHORUS OF YOUNG ANGELS
Death comes to everything. All that lives dies. Theq woll ek
Life itself is undying. ] “
All that wills and that strives must die. he laot wod
Willing and striving alone are undying.
CHORUS OF OLD ANGELS

The truth is eternal, eternal and single.
Goodness and beauty alone are undying.

CURTAIN

ALT olE

GMD 01/23/95 Act One p.1

(A big, impoverished room. The two windows onto the street are frosted over, and one
pane is broken and stuffed with a rag. Upstage is a big white table on which lie a few
sheets of parchment and a Pentateuch, covered by an old ark cover. A lamp burns on the
table. A big inkwell with a few quill pens. On the side, another table, covered with a
white tablecloth. Near the door, an oven. Against the wall near the door, five Hanuka -
candles are burning. A bed hung with a red curtain stands between the oven and the wall.

On the wall hangs a black bag.

One cheek wadded and wrapped with bandages, PESENYU peels potatoes at the oven
where a fire is burning. She wears an old warm bathrobe. LEYZER and FREYDENYU

sit near the Hanuka lights. He is pulling feathers from a big goose wing and trimming
them and cutting points with shears. TSIPENYU, one foot up on a little stool, is binding
up the sole of her shoe with a little strip of rag.)

PESENYU
Nu, Tsipenyu, may you be healthy, what are you sewing?

TSIPENYU
Almost done, Auntie. I'm sewing the sole of my shoe with a little piece of rag. When I
walk, the snow slips in, and at every step it shoots back out. Liap liap! They say, if God
wills, even a sole can shoot. Well, what should I say?

PESENYU
Say that Reb Hatskl, Dobe, and Motele, should all come right here. We're having a
Oy, my teeth.

TSIPENYU
I'll say, we're having a grand ball today.
LEYZER
She laughs! One merry beggar is better than two gloomy rich men.

PESENYU -
Naughty chatterbox, let it be a ball. Tell them first of all today is the fifth candle of @
Hanuka. Fine people eat potato pancakes today. Of course we don't have any goose fat
and no fine flour. So we'll make our own kind of feast - chopped herring and -oy, my

teeth.

TSIPENYU
I know how grandfather makes the rhyme: A holiday feast/ For King David, at least. Salty
fish/ Potatoes in a dish. (Ties up her head in an old warm shawl)

LEYZER

Tooth ache/ And honey cake. Oy, Tsipi mine/ You ruin my rhyme. Sshh. Come here, I

have to tell you a secret. (S%Qmezh}nginher ear) Tell them - sshh. There is a whole
bottle of raisin wine. Tallz vte

TSIPENYU
(Winks at him and laughs) Ah! "Liquor in the pitcher?"
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) _ @ PESENYU
Llste.n, besides, your uncle is ending today, in a fortunate hour, the Torah he has been
copying for the last six months. We are celebrating his finishi Torah. Tell them that
your uncle said that they should mmmm%m bathrobe and
throws it over TSIPE.)

TSIPENYU
Your robe fits me perfectly. I'm running. (Off)

PESENYU
Oy,'my teeth. I feel like clawing at the walls, Freydenyu, what are you doing there? You
fiont know that it's forbidden to work by the light of Hanuka candles? Father-in-law dear
it's a great transgression. ,

LEYZER
'(rIn :‘halmud-study tune) Don't be aftaid, it's no transgression, it's feathers for copying a
orah.

. FREYDENYU
Yes, Auntie, it's holy work. You ask Uncle. It's a [mitsva] good deed even. God's Torah
and God's work are one and the same thing.

PESENYU
Oy, my teeth. Such bitter cold. Tsipenyu shouldn't, God forbid, catch cold. I know I
l(:au§ht cold in my teeth because the draft blows in the window there. Oy, God in heaven
€t um get a commission for copying. We need money so badly. Tsipenyu is alto :
ragged. Neither of you has anything to wear. You're a young%oma: alreYl;dy, nogee\fill!:;'e
we ought to be making you a new dress and... and.. Idon't know, maybe you will soon in’
a fortunate hour become a bride. D

' LEYZER
Oy, I don't !(now. Sshh. Give me your ear. (Says into her ear) That rascal Motele has
outgrown his baby clothes.

FREYDENYU
I _won't pretend to not know. Iunderstand. Reb Hatskl wants a match between me and
his son Motele. I would rather not take such a heavy yoke on my shoulders. Oniy if
Uncle says I should marry, of course I will obey. But clothing is silly. Twant to say: it's a

very great sin that Jewish girls get so many dresses when they marry. I mean that :
expensive beautiful clothes are unnecessary. You need warm clothes because of the cold,

but if you're ugly, pretty clothes won't help.

PESENYU
You're right. The evil impulse created pretty clothes.

LEYZER
They say that the first elegant tailor was the Evil One himself.

PESENYU
Ay, father-in-law dear, why do you need to mention him in the house and at night
besides? Help! My teeth! An old man who doesn't know any remedy for toothache! Ay,

maybe you don't care.

FREYDENYU
Auntie, rhymes can't magic away a toothache. Quite the opposite, I think: rhymes can
give you a toothache. And grandfather's rhymes in particular!

LEYZER
Sshh. I can tell you in secret. I do have a good remedy. You say I don't care. Now
you'll see. (Goes to corner and takes broom) You, Daughter dear, take the broom. Layit
with one end on the threshold. Put your left hand in front of the swollen cheek. What are
you looking at? Do what I tell you. (SHE does everything HE says) Now step over the
broom three times back and forth, and every time spit and say, "Tfoo, I don't care. Tfoo I
don't care. Tfoo I don't care."

PESENYU
(Jumps over broom) Tfoo, I don't care. Tfoo, I don't care. Tfoo, I don't care.

LEYZER
Nu, Silly, if you don't care, why should I care?

PESENYU
(Irritated) The things the father-in-law can come up with! (Looks at the broom and laughs

quietly)

FREYDENYU
Grandfather, perhaps once a jester, a jester till death.

LEYZER
(Sings) Yes, Freydenyu, a jester is always a clown./ A beggar always goes round the
town/ And even when she's dead, a girl likes a pretty new gown. (A noise.
FREYDENYU lays the shears on the tablc}vhere they can be seen.)
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PESENYU
Sshh. Who's there?

TSIPENYU
(Runs in, frozen) They're on their way. (Dances with cold) So cold! Grandpa, I told
them your secret: "Rhyme, shmyme,/ Just have a good time." Ay, the frost has pinched m
ears and my nose.( PESENYU helps her take her things off) Ay, what did I hear at Reb
Hatskl's! Aunt, is it really true? Ah, Dobe told me that maybe today Freydenyu and
Motele may- Ay Ay Rascal Rascal (Throws herself onto FREYDENYU with kisses) -
celebrate an engagement! (Kisses) An engagement party?

» FREYDENYU
Ay, let go of me. Anyway, what's this celebration to you?

TSIPENYU
I'm going to be an in-law. I'l dance, I'll eat honey cake, I'll show off like all in-laws.

LEYZER
(With a tune) With, it may be,/ Some rhyming from me. Cry, lovely bride, cry all you
women- (A noise) Ay, somebody is coming. (Gets scared, sits down and stays quiet)
Guests, welcome

PESENYU
It's our folks. (Opens the door) Come in, come in. Guests! Blessed is he who comes.
(Enter HATSKL, DOBE, and MOTELE, all dressed warmly)

ALL
Good evening, good evening. (Undress)

DOBE™™)
(Looks around intently) How are you, Freydenyu? (Kisses her) No evil eye, no evil eye,
(Spits three times), you shine like a well baked wholesome Purim cake. (Looks) Oy, God
be with you. Who left the shears open? You don't dare leave shears open, God forbid.
(Closes the shears .

PESENYU
Sit, sit, Reb Hatskl, sit. Dobe is waiting to be asked. (All sit down)

TSIPENYU
Sit, Motele. (Gives him a chair) Oy, he's embarrassed, the rascal. (HE sits.)

MOTELE
If you say I'm embarrassed, I'll get even more embarrassed. Better be quiet.

HATSKL

Nu, how are you, Reb Leyzer? How is business? Your merchant ships at sea haven't
sunk? Your walls haven't burned down? You@ot ruined? o0 (2B

LEYZER
(Quietly) God forbid, Reb Hatskl, nothing of mine has sunk and nothing has been
destroyed.

HATSKL
Nu, and where can our Reb Hershele Dubrovner be? Our fine piece of piety, our great
scholar, our silken Jew? (Looks around) As long as he isn't here, I'll smoke a pipe - he
hates it. (Smokes) Nal Not to smoke, not to eat well, not to drink - almost not flesh and
blood. Well, where is he? i A ' ) T

LEYZER
You know yourself that every time a Torah scribe comes to the name of God, he goes first
to the ritual bath, you shouldn't know from it.

PESENYU L PRt M
Father-in-law dear, you can just say after all that he is going in the water.

LEYZER
You don't want me to say ritual bat}g Water is the word you'll get,/ Just so long as he
-comes out wet. (Lifts the ark cover off the table) You see, he's on the last verse. Heis
about to write the last "God," so he has gone to immerse himself,

HATSKL
Now in such cold to immerse himself. That must be delicious. Reb Leyzer, I believe,
nowadays there are not many kosher Jews like your Hershele. (THEY talk quietly.. DOBE
and PESENYU speak quietly.) A+ i
T odde w/rel'f/due twnyraft o

TSIPENYU !
Motele, why are you silent? Say something.

MOTELE
I don't know what to say. I'm not a good talker.
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Al ilent it's a lot
ink it' i le are silent it's a lo
Why do you think it's necessary to talk? Sometimes whgn peop
smo);the:,. I think that people often tell lies and say foolish things because they want to
talk at a time when they haven't got anything to say.

TSIPENYU
Oh, do you mean me?

FREYDENYU

When a person has something to say, he should say it, and if not - he should keep quiet.

TSIPENYU
With me, he did have something to say, but he's afraid of you.

MOTELE
Why am I afraid? Freyde is no bear, and I am no coward.

DOBE '
(To PESE) And you, it should be in my mouth instead, have toothache again? Do just ¢
I'tell you: take a piece of paper, very thin; take a fork; prick out a six-pointed star, and-

HATSKL
(Looks at the wall) And that's our Hershele’ Does he still play once in a while?

FREYDENYU
Ah, very seldom, Reb Hatskl, sometimes the night after Sabbath or on a holiday.

TSIPENYU
Ah, you reminded her! She beeomes so emetional when Uncle plays.
Gataens

YDENYU
Yes, when Uncle plays, it seems to me it becomes lighter and merrier in the house.
Everything around us becomes altogether different, and the fiddle speaks and weeps. It
seems to me, she tells the story of what the Jews have suffered in exile, and how it will be
someday, later, in the time of the Messiah,

PESENYU
She dies for the fiddle. She won't eat, won't drink, won't sleep, just play for her.

TSIPENYU
You know, she sings Uncle's Psalm of David Just exactly the way the fiddle plays it.

HATSKL
Yes, God blessed him with all the gifts. We grew up together, friends as schoolboys - and
you see, I am nothing more than a workingman, a weaver, and he is a scholar, a refined
person. You'd have expected the opposite. My father was the first Talmud teacher in
Dubrovne, and his father.. M- ot £ adi
e < /g &
LEYZER
His father was and still is Leyzer the Jester. Yes, nu, I wanted to make a musician out of
him, but no, he copies Torah scrolls, of all things. (With a tune) It happens, the father
patches a boots, and his dear sons turn out fancy.

PESENYU

Father-in-law dear

) LEYZER
(Frightened) EfE, L. 1. Reb Hatskl, I have something to say to you. Sshh (Says in his ear)

She.. she sings(the Psalm of David xactly the way he plays it.
HATSKL

Maybe, Freydenyu, before Uncle comes, you would sing to us a little. Today is Hanuka,
and why shouldn't we make merry? What do you say, Motel the Bandit?

MOTELE
I say that any person can play. You take and you play. (Sneezes)

DOBE
A good year.. Motele, pull your ear.

FREYDENU

No, Reb Hatskl, I can't. Uncle says that a woman mustn't sing when there are men in the
house.

HATSKL .
A woman? You are a woman? Do I know? A girl, a child. A- never mind, you can sing,
that's how Linterpret the law. Haven't I interpreted it correctly?

PESENYU
Sing, why not, Hershele won't be home for a while yet.
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MOTELE
I wouldn't ever wait to be begged.
ALL
Sing. Sing.
HATSKL

I am a plain man. But according to my'common sense, singing has never yet been a sin. I
only she would sing. Nu, Freydenyu, let's hear. (He sings) "Says a girl.."

FREYDENU
(Begins bashfully) "Psaim of David" Oy, I can't
TSIPENYU
Just look how she hangs back.
ALL
Come on, sing. Nu, sing already.
FREYDENYU

(Sings) "Song of David: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” (ALL listen

attentively. At the end _the MEN join in.)

TSIPENYU
Oy, help! Rascals! Here comes Uncle! (A movement. HERSHELE comes in in an old
fur coat. HATSKL goes to him. HERSHELE gestures with head and hands for no one to
bother him. Washes his hands, sits down at the table, kisses the bible and writes.)
- sty /’" Jrhe Sanch g

PESENYU
Sshh. He's writing the last verse. (ALL remain silent. HERSHELE writes.)

¥

LEYZER
(In HATSKL's ear) You know? Sshh. He's writing the last verse.

HERSHELE | . Lesn 1am )2 A
(Pulls himself together with joy) The five books of Moses, great and mighty God,
strength! xx

HATSKL and LEYZER
Strength, strength, and we shall be strengthened! (All hum along)

HERSHELE
Good evening, all. How are you, Reb Hatskl? A hearty sholom aleichem to you. (Gives
him and MOTELE his hand) We should thank and praise God , with God's help, for our
meeting. Children, I want to give you Hanuka coins. We don't have any smaller children,
so they are the little ones. For you, Freydenyu, five kopecks, and for you, Tsipenyu, three
kopecks. And Motele, don't worry, for you (searches his pockets)- on my word, I don't
have one groshn more.

PESENYU
Hershenyu, dear, you just had a gilder.

HERSHELE )
Coming from the bathhouse I met - poor thing, let's not talk about it - I don't have a
penny more. Motele will forgive me.

HATSKL
Do you think, Reb Hershele, that Motele considers a kopeck a coin? He weaves a [talis-
koton] like nobody's business and already earns from eight to twelve rubles a month.

DOBE
No evil eye, no evil eye. (Spits three times)

MOTELE
I knew that here you think of the girls as little children, so I brought a top. You see, a
whole machine. (Shows a big top)

TSIPENYU .
Ee, let's really play dreydl. Trr! (Spins) Nun, gimel, shin, hey. 1 know, that makes: A
great miracle happened there. Nun doesn't win, Shin doesn't win, Hey wins, Gimel wins.
Well, don't I remember?

HERSHELE
Yes, children, a great miracle happened there. And only through miracles and wonders do
we live in the world. Praised is God and praised is his name.

DOBE
They say that when Hanuka lights are burning in Jewish houses, all the evil spirits hide in
gentile houses. B S

PESENYU
Hanuka is no small thing. Ay! My teeth!
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LEYZER
Hanuka is a happy holiday/ Pancakes you can stuff, and dreydl you can play. (Looks at k
son and is scared) Eh, Reb Hatskl, I wanted to ask you : Sshh Don't you know when the
new moon is?

TSIPENYU
Freydenyu, sit closer. Reb Motel, you have kopecks? We're going to play.

MOTELE
I've got big money on me: two five-kopeck pieces and a ten.

FREYDENYU
I'm not going to play. I like to listen to Uncle talk.

: HERSHELE
Play, children, be happy. For us everything today is festive, and for you children, today
may be, God willing, a holiday of holidays.

HATSKL
That rascal Motel pretends he doesn't hear.

HERSHELE
Ionly regret that Pesenyu can't celebrate together with the rest of us. Poor thing, she has
a tooth ache. Maybe you should ask an expert?

DOBE
Ay, Yoshe Moshe the teacher is a very great expert. For two kopecks he writes
"toothache" on an egg and "fever" on three almonds
HERSHELE o 22
Excuse me, Pesenyu, you take care of the guests, and I will talk things over with Reb
Hatskl. (THEY go to the side and talk) Father, forgive me, would you be so kind as to
come over here. Reb Hatskl, I think it is a dishonor for us to be telling secrets here

without him. It's just not decent when an older man is in the house. (LEYZER goes to
them)

HATSKL
Honor your father is indeed a great thing. But don't worry, I am a plain [sholoshudes]
after-Sabbath supper, and according to my common sense, a [mitsve] good deed is good
when you don't oversalt it.
TSIPENYU :
Freydenyu, you know what they're talking about? Rascal! Even my pulse is knocking.
Motel, put a kopeck in the can. (THEY play)

MOTELE
I'm about to win it all from you.

FREYDENYU
Yes, I never win. I always lose. (PESE puts a decanter of wine and glasses on the table.)

PESENYU
Maybe the men would make a blessing in the meantime?

DOBE
(Looks at the glasses) Oy, God is with you. How can you have put out a chipped glass
on the table? If you drink from a glass with a flaw, God forbid, the evil spirit, not to be
thought of, not to be thought of in any Jewish house, can gain control.

PESENYU
What are you telling me? And I didn't know! (Takes the glass off.) Jews, nu? Hershele,
maybe for Hanuka?

shuel & HERSHELE
Yes, yes, they'll take a little bit of wine. To Father's health, and you, Reb Hatskl. Don't
worry about me. I'm pagtiewlasabeat myself It's not, God forbid, that I want to seem
finer than other people. It's just that I believe that as long as the Jew is in exile, he should
drink only for fkidush-and-havdala} blessings and when Sabbath ends. What do you say,
Reb Hatskl, maybe I'm oversalting a little, but that's no fault. Excuse me, Father. (Leads
HIM to the table) 2% 4 " 4 R
ko (HRews ree Stl=in

\ TSKL
I'm a plai Jbut according to my sense, when a Jew finally manages to get some kind
of celebration, why shouldn't he take a gulp and for a while forget the sorrows of exile.
Why should the gentile have everything his own way? A Jew shouldn't, God forbid, get:
drunk, but once in a while to take a little and make the pauper merry - why not?

2 SCZA Ta ™

LEYZER
(Pours himself a glass of wine, becomes lively) And off he toddled/ With his bottle./
Drank his liquor/ Quicker and quicker." (Looks at his son and gets scared) Eh, I mean,
lekhayim, God should send us good luck. (Makes the blessing and drinks thirstily)

HATSKL
(Takes a glass) We've been pals since childhood, good friend, and now if God will help,
we may perhaps also be relatives. Lekhayim (Drinks) What do you say, Reb Hershele,
we'll drink, and you?
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HERSHELE
And me? Freydenyu may perhaps today, in a lucky hour, become a..an in-law. For her
sake.. I mean, for the sake of you all, I will play a little bit. (Goes to take the fiddle)

FREYDENYU
(Runs to the fiddle) Oy Uncle is going to play! Uncle is going to play! (Takes the fiddle
from the wall) Uncle is so kind. My hands are actually trembling. Auntie, haven't I
become positively red? (Takes the fiddle out from the sack delicately) Usually,
everything here is weekday, plain, but when Uncle plays, it's exactly as if something com:
from another world. I'm afraid that Uncle will laugh at me, but I believe that the way tha
the first fiddle came to mankind was that an angel lost it and it fell from the heavens
(Gives HERSHELE the fiddle)

HERSHELE

Yes, Freydenyu, everything comes from heaven. God gives a person sorrows and gives
him a way to comfort himself He gives a voice to praise God and to sing about his
happiness. He allows musicians to praise the creator of the universe and to have pleasure
themselves. (LEYZER finds a time when his son isn't looking and drinks another glass.
HERSHELE tones the violin, rosins the bow, speaking reflectively) A pretty prayer, the
Psalm of David: "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want, When God is my shepherd,
what can I lack? On green grass, by quiet waters, he will let me rest, he will refresh my
soul by leading me on the paths of righteousness. Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, even if 1 go in Satan's valley of death, I am not afraid.

DOBE
Not to be thought of, not to be mentioned by night.

HERSHELE

(Reflective) I am not afraid, because he, my God, is with me. Yes, he, my God, is with
me. (Plays. ALL listen attentively, especially FREYDENYU. Somebody knocks on the
window.)

PESENYU
Sh! T think someone's knocking. (ALL listen. A voice is heard)

DOBE
Oy, it seems to me I hear a dog baying. We should have turned over the sole of a shoe.

TSIPENYU
of my shoe is tied together with a rag. (Runsto door) Who's there?
SCHIEF énters. Wears a handsome fur coat, European clothes)

MISCHIEF
Excuse me. Is this a Jewish home?

TSIPENYU
You see yourself we're not Turks. Come in and close the door, if you don't mind.

MISCHIEF
(Stumbles on threshold) Foo! A black year! The devil! I almost fell.

DOBE
Ay, Not to be thought of! Not to be thought of in anyone's home!

PESENYU

Reb Jew, in our home we do not mention his name. We don't hear any curses here, no
cursing, God forbid.

MISCHIEF
Excuse me. Good evening. First of all I'm going to tell you without preface who I am and
how I come here. I come from Warsaw. I deal in lottery tickets.

ALL
What's that?

MISCHIEF
Prize tickets. You pick a number and you win money. With such a ticket it's very easy to
become a rich man. It's now Hanuka time, so I've come for a few days to you in
Dubrovne. Iknow that every night there are people sitting in every Jewish home, so I g0
up and show my tickets. I have from Brunschweig, Leipzig, Warsaw. (Takes lottery
tickets out of his wallet.). You hear? You can win fifty thousand at one time and all of a
sudden you become a rich man.

PESENYU
How much? Oy, my teeth.

MISCHIEF
Fifty thousand rubles.

PESENYU
You hear, Hershele?

DOBE
You hear, Hatskl?
HERSHELE

I'am very sorry that you exerted yourself for nothing. So, as you're here already, warm
yourself. We don't drive anyone from the house, God forbid. Sholom aleichem. (Gives
him his hand) Sit. What's your name.
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MISCHIEF
My name is Uriel Mischief.

DOBE
Mischief, no less? Not to be thought of,

TSIPENYU
(Quietly) Mottel, have you ever heard such a name? (Pinches him) Mischief! (THEY
play and laugh.)

HATSKL
People do business, they deal in what will happen some day. According to my sense, if
you're selling something, show me the plain merchandise on the shelf

MISCHIEF
(Shows a lottery ticket) This is the merchandise. It's a little piece of paper. Paper money
is also no merchandise. Nevertheless it is riches. In the biggest banking businesses, on the
bourses, they don't see any merchandise either, but millions pass from one hand to the
other only by little pieces of paper. True, this ticket isn't money, but imagine, for a few
rubles you buy a possibility to win the big prize and you get thousands of possibilities to
win at least the amount it cost you to play. Ileave a ticket like this for you and take from
you now not one groshn of money. You hear? For no money at all you get from me a
hope in your pocket that in a short time you will become a rich man. Instead of living in a
narrow, dark, cold house with knocked-out windows and broken chairs, you'll live in a
beautiful, warm, light apartment with big rooms, with beautiful furniture, with expensive
delicacies on the pantry shelf. It's worth something just to have such a hope. Without
such a ticket, you can't even hope to ever throw off the pauper's life.

HERSHELE
Dear friend, I draw hope only from my father in heaven, and what I win from him, that is
my prize. What he gives me, that is what I am happy with. Why hope from a paper ticket,
when I have a good all powerful father in heaven?

YMISCHIEF b o [112 4

What do you mean, he gives you? Tryit. Do nothing and depend that he'll throw your
food down from heaven. Won't you die from hunger? (LEYZER drinks furtively.) Don't
you see that in the world he who waits to be given doesn't get? Only the one who has
sense and takes for himself? Yes, our good all-powerful father jn heaven gives you sense
so you can live like a human being, and if you insist on living lié‘e like an animal - ah, be
my guestq\:'hat do you mean, you can draw hope only from him? What do you think, a ‘
miracle will happen for your sake? Take a look, the young people are playing. (Takes the
dreydl) There it's written Nun, Gimel, Hey, Shin. A great miracle happened there. The
Nun, which means the nes, the miracle, doesn't win. The Shin, which means shom, there ,
doesn't win either. What does win? Gimel, godol, great, clever, talented. What else
wins? The Hey, that means hayo, what took place, the fact, the truth. A miracle doesn't
win, no. What's over there, I don't know where, what nobody sees and nobody grasps,
that doesn't win. Ah, you're no Jew.

HERSHELE
God be with you! What do you mean, I'm no Jew, god forbid.

MISCHIEF
A figure of speech. I mean, don't be stubborn, take the ticket. I guarantee you, you will
win fifty thousand. You hear? Without labor, without suffering, without turning your
head around - fifty thousand rubles!

HERSHELE
Oy, woe is me. Let me alone, I beg you. What do you mean, I will win fifty thousand?
Who will I win it from? Who will give me fifty thousand for free? IfI am lucky and win,
then there will have to be unlucky ones who will lose this fifty thousand, God forbid. I
won't do it. (Remains thoughtful)

LEYZER
Whenever a beggar knocks,/ The rich man drops coins in the box./ For charity a tenner,/
And then he eats his dinner. (Gets scared) 1.. I want to say, Hershele, that that money
that one wins is paid by the treasury. What do you care? Let them pay. (Goes to
MISCHIEF) Sshh. Excuse me, I wanted to ask you (In his ear) What time is it? (Sits
down)

HERSHELE
And besides everything else, what do I need such a treasure of money for? I don't even
want to know what one does with it.
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—13— HATSKL

Reb Hershele, there you speak, forgive me, like too great a simpleton. When you have
gotten the prize, you'll know what to do with it. Here, for example, I am a weaver, my
Motel is a weaver, we weave kosher prayer shawls and it earns us a kick in the pants.
Who profits? The one who doesn't weave. With our callused hands, we pull the hot

knishes from the oven, and who swallows them? A parasite. Why? Because we are too
poor.

DOBE
Hatskl, don't talk like that about.. I haven't washed my hand®

HATSKL
But if you had money, Hershele, we would have looms in the house and we wouldn't have
to work the devil knows for whom

DOBE
Not to be thought of, not to be thought of in any Jewish home

PESENYU

Hershele, a person with money can help himself. What, poverty with tooth ache is so
delicious?

TSIPENYU
You could start by buying us warm clothes. My shoes wouldn't be tied together with a
rag, and you could give Freydenu a dowry and make her nice wedding clothes.

MOTELE
If the Jew would give me fifty thousand, I would take it right away without questions

DOBE
Reb Hershele, maybe the Jew has a light hand? Luck arrives only through a light hand.

FREYDENYU

I don't need any pretty clothes. Uncle and all of us have always been happy without
money, and lucky too.

MISCHIEF
He was not lucky and happy, he just didn't know it. All the unlucky people who live in
poverty would not be such frightful paupers if they had known what they lacked. If they
had demanded t better, they would have had it better. Admit it: why should you suffer
hunger, cold, want? Why should your children go barefoot and naked when you can win
fifty thousand and live well? What am I talking about, fifty thousand? You must
understand, money runs to money. Once you have fifty thousand, the thousands grow and

grow. Reb Hershele, if you don't want anything good for yourself, have pity on the young
children. They are just beginning to live in the world.

PESENYU
Isn't he right, after all?
MISCHIEF
You have only daughters?
DOBE

She is barren, not to be thought of for me, not to be thought of for any Jewish woman.

PESENYU
(Friendly) Good friend, it was not God's will to give us any children. These are nieces.
When Tsipenyu was born, my sister died. Freydenyu was two years old. She was justa
little bit of a thing like that. So I cared for them and raised them.

MISCHIEF
Take, take a ticket. I'm not asking a single groshn for it now You are not doing anyone
any harm that way. Searching for ways to get free of poverty is no sin. (Gives
HERSHELE the ticket forcibly) Fifty thousand aren't wandering in the streets. Fifty
thousand!

PESENYU
How will we know that we won fifty thousand?

MISCHIEF
Be calm, I'll be sure to let you know. I keep watch. I get a percent of it.

PESENYU
So? You take a part So there's already not a whole fifty thousand left for us.

MISCHIEF
No, God forbid, I don't take from your share, you get fifty thousand to the groshn.

HERSHELE
Excuse me, Reb Jew, you have confused me entirely. What does this mean? Oy, God and
father, what should I do? (Holds the ticket and doesn't know what to do)

HATSKL
Reb Hershele, excuse me, I am a plain man, but I must say to you, the Jew is right. What
does it mean, you ask God what you should do? Do you believe he really cares whether
you take a ticket or not? According to my sense: God, with the help of God, s really _
God, and a man must be a man. _If you want to take a ticket, you take it. No? You don't

take it. But you don't need to mix him in such things.
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HERSHELE
I will tell you, if I do win, God forbid, I will know that God in heaven has paid me for al
the Torahs I will copy till my death. I will be able to sit peacefully all my days and copy
Torahs for poor communities, for soldiers' prayer groups, for schools and little

synagogues.

MISCHIEF
We'll see about that once you have won the prize.

HERSHELE
(Considers the ticket) Who can believe it that through a little piece of paper one can
become rich. Ah Ah. Dear father in heaven, how great are your wonders. Who is like
unto you, among the gods, O Lord? Who is like unto you, majestic in holiness, awesom.
in splendor, working wonders?

PESENYU
Hershele, if we have enough money, maybe I can travel to a good doctor, and maybe still
if God wills be blessed with a son.

DOBE
Oy, may you be healthy, I know a way to children right now. (Quietly. MISCHIEF
hears.) You take a dry old willow twig that the men strike with and throw up onto the
ark on Sukkos, you steep it like tea and drink it nine times.

LEYZER
(Looks around and drinks) You drink nine times, you have to remember that.

MISCHIEF
(Opens his wallet, a golden imperial falls out. He goes aside and writes something.
Meanwhile he says) Reb Hershele, there is the right way to get children.

TSIPENYU
Nu, dear Uncle, show me the pretty ticket. (Shows MOTELE) See, Motele.

FREYDENYU
What is there to see? (TSIPENYU pulls the ticket from MOTELE and tears it)

HERSHELE [s+ beezk
(Beside himself) Oy, you tore it? The devil should- Oy, my God, don't punish me for

those words. Only look what I wanted to say.

MISCHIEF
No harm done, it's all right if it's a little bit torn. I was saying, Reb Hersh, there is the
right way to children. A righteous Jew must not live more than ten years with a barren .

woman as his wife. You divorce your old woman and take your pretty young niece.
(Indicates FREYDENYU)

FREYDENYU
Oy, God be with you, what are you talking about? Woe is me! What are you saying? -
(SHE covers her face with her hands)

PESENYU
What? (HERSHELE takes a look at her and turns away. PESENYU wants to say
something angry, but notices the imperial and steps on it with a foot and remains standing
confused)

MISCHIEF
I'm joking. A good night. It's only a joke. (Puts on his fur coat)

DOBE
Hatskl, you see he's leaving already. Maybe you should take a ticket too? Why should
only they deserve fifty thousand? Ah. You see, something itches my right eye, a sure sign
that we will have troubles. (She scratches her left eye)

HATSKL ;
Dobe, you don't begrudge it? You let him win. What's his, what's mine, it's all one. You

won't have any troubles. It's your left eye that itches you.
DOBE
It's the left? But that's a certain sign of a celebration.

LEYZER
(Drunk) "So off he toddled/ With his bottle./ Drank his liquor/ Quicker and quicker."
Freydenyu, you are the right way, he says. You see, Hershele, that is a good prize
already. "So off he toddled/ With his bottle.."

HERSHELE
Father dear, would you be so kind as to £o aside by yourself, I beg you.

LEYZER
No, no. (Sings) "So off he toddled/ With his-"

HERSHELE
Excuse me, Father, I don't want to dishonor you, God forbid. The opposite: you
shouldn't, God forbid, suffer any shame. (Picks him up and carries him)

LEYZER
(Kicks with his feet and yells) No No Let me £0. "So off he toddled/ With his-"

MISCHIEF
I sold them a lottery ticket faster than I expected. It's no trifle to win a big prize and
become a rich man just like that. A good night. (Exit)
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Act Two

(HE‘RSH.ELF'S‘ rich new living room. LEYZER sits and makes a little mouse by
folding his big red hanky. TSIPE stands at the mirror braiding her hair.
HERSHELE's violin lies in its case on a table.)

LEYZER
(Steals over to her) Peep! You were frightened by the mousie, weren't you? Sshh.
When you marry Motele, I'll make little animals like this for your little bugs.

¢ TSIPENYU
What do you mean: when I marry my sister's bridegroom?

LEYZER
Shh. (Looks around, frightened.) Nothing heard, nothing said. (Sits in corner.)

TSIPENYU
Granflfather, tell the truth. Are you glad that we're so grand now? I feel just as if I were
wearing Uncle's silk coat. It doesn't fit somehow. Honestly, when my shoes were tied up
with a string, they squeaked better.

: ‘ i LEYZER
Kitten, it's only till your pauperish habits get used to it. Me, I feel good here already
because I was born to be a rich man. Little Silly, is it so bad to eat pot roast with white

l!:lreel:d and to be able to take a little drop every so often? (Sings) "So off he toddled/ With
is bottle-"

i TSIPENYU

oins in) "Drank his liquor/ Quicker and quicker." You know, people laugh at us. Th

call us the fresh-baked rich folks. S 5 5
. LEYZER

What c.lo you think, stale rich folks taste better? I'l tell you the truth, I would be totally

h§ppy if... 1f come here, Tl tell you a secret. (HE speaks in HER ear.) Tsipenyu, it's

different with me. Among nice people, a son has respect for his father, but Lam afraid of

Hershenyu.

TSIPENYU
What are you afraid of, that he'll hit you?

' LEYZER
Pure and snpple, afraid. I gather up my courage like a hero, but I am scared of him. With
my mouth I jest, but really I don't feel at all kosher for Passover. I'm a little man, and he

crushes me with his learning, with his piety, with his goodness. When he's there, Leyzer
the Jester becomes two feet smaller, Tsipenyu. And now since he has become rich, when
he gives me a look with his cold closed eyes, a tickle begins in the nape of my neck.
Money frests-the eyes, T am a little man, Child, but I can't find a place for myself here.
seams o Aot owam ;

TSIPENYU
You're a little man and you love a little drop.

LEYZER

Yes, I'm a little man now. But there was a time, once upon a time, long ago, when I was
great and famous in my profession. When I arrived at a wedding, people used to point me
out with a finger. All the women used to whisper, all the girls used to shriek with joy,
“That's him! That's him!" And when I settled down to jesting, it used to get quiet like in
synagogue during the silent prayer. My eyes used to spark up with a fire, my heart used to
begin to fan and flutter, all the musicians were inspired, and the fiddle used to cry and
speak according to my will. The women used to cry like the Day of Atonement. .The
bride poured bitter tears. . Drunkards became holy. It was a good, sweet, lovely time.

TSIPENYU
Grandpa dear, what has upset you? If you want, we 'll make a wedding right here.
Imagine that I'm a bride. Here I'll sit myself down and put on my veil by myself (Covers
HER head with a shawl) I don't mind this kind of game.

LEYZER
You want to hear? Nu, then. The fiddle goes Te De De Dum. (Sings the tune for veiling
the bride and then stands on a chair.) Ah, weep, little bride, pour out your tears./ Now bid
farewell to all your happy childhood years.

TSIPENYU
Oy Oy Oy! (Pretends to sob and wipe tears.)
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. TSIPENYU
Honestly, it really makes you gloomy. (Weeps)

LEYZER

With aching heart you set out on the road of life./ You'll bear the burdens soon of mother

and of wife. (PESENYU enters, richly dressed) And when, dear bride, you weep your

bitter tears-

PESENYU
Ah, Father-in-law dear, the things you think of! (LEYZER gets scared and sits in a
corner) Just look, Father-in-law makes jokes, and she cries. (Dries TSIPENYU's tears.)
Little silly. Father-in-law, we have nothing else to do: either we sleep or we cry. The
truth is, since we won the big prize, I don't know what to do with myself. And Hershele
has become like a stranger, too, somehow. Always preoccupied, worried. Somehow, in
poverty people are closer to each other.

TSIPENYU
What, Auntie, do you have regrets already?

PESENYU
Regrets? God forbid. Thank God, every day we put on the samovar, it's warm in here,
we have something to wear. But I thought it would be better.

TSIPENYU
Maybe it's not that winning the prize was bad, but that together with the prize we won

Mischief, That ruins the whole dish.

PESENYU
Silly, he is a partner, after all. Hershele in business by himself is like a blind man.

LEYZER
If Hershele could do mischief without Mischief, we could mischief Mischief out of here.
(Noise offstage.) Shh. Thieves. They're coming. (Gets frightened. Sits) Leyzer, hide
the jester.

HERSHELE
(Wearing beautiful silk coat. Deep in conversation with MISCHIEF.)
Where did you learn all these things?

MISCHIEF
['have read all the philosophy books that there are in Hebrew.

HERSHELE
What does it mean that there is no punishment, no punishment, if everyone does as he

pleases? People would sin like wild beasts, they would tear and trample each other
underfoot. A man without a bridle is a creature of thievery and murder.

MISCHIEF

And I think that it would be better for us to say to God: I don't need your reward and I
don't want your punishment. Don't punish me and don't reward me, and let's be quits.

HERSHELE
If there is no reward and punishment, what does man have to live for? Our joy is to battle
against what we must not do, and our happiness is to do what is good and holy. Without
that, a man is no man.

LEYZER
(Unexpectedly) A man is like a pig, he doesn't know what's out and what's in. (Meets
HERSHELE's angry glance) Reb Uriel, excuse me. (Calls MISCHIEF over to HIM)
Ssh. Sshh. I wanted to ask you what time it is..

MISCHIEF
Reb Hershele Dubrovner's father shouldn't act so foolish.

HERSHELE i
Father, don't feel hurt. Why don't you sit by yourself? You have your own room now.
(LEYZER gives a look as if HE wants to say something, becomes frightened and goes out
noisily.) Yes, God the Blessed One created evil in order for man to do good.

_ MISCHIEF
If it wasn't man that created evil, why should man be punished for it? (Takes out cigars,
smokes) Smoke a cigar, Reb Hersh, these are very good cigars.

' HERSHELE
A cigar is a bitter luxury, only smoke. Reb Uriel, God created good and evil and gave
man free will. Man's will is altogether free. (MISCHIEF looks at HIM a long time)
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TSIPENYU .
g about? They're talking magic spell l@guage.
Let's go to grandpa instead. He crept away looking beaten, poor thing. (Exit.)

MISCHIEF ‘
You say that a man has free will? Try the cigar, I tell you it is a remarkable cigar.

: HERSHELE
What do I know? Nu, all right, I'll try. (Smokes)

MISCHIEF
Free will, you say? How free can it be if the will is blocked? When what you want, you
must not permit yourself, what pleases you is forbidden;_what you long for is p?t allowe
by laws, quotations, customs, false opinions, foolish habits? No. As soon as it's a matte
of one should or one shouldn't, the will is crippled. However, we are getting too deeply

into analysis. I need to talk business with you.

HERSHELE
Pesi, forgive me, we have to talk. (Gestures SHE should leave)

PESENYU
Once upon a time, when you used to copy torahs, I used to be able to sit and darn a sock,
and watch and enjoy you. And nowadays? Nu, let it be so. (Off)

HERSHELE
Oy, she reminded me. I keep meaning  to begin to copy a torah that I promised to donate,
but I can never find the time.

MISCHIEF
Probably you'll find time later. Reb Hersh, I want to talk to you about a very important

business. I have a plan.

HERSHELE
Oy, business plans. I'm afraid of them. Not for nothing did the wise men say that
commerce is robbery. (Coughs from the cigar and throws it away) Feh.

MISCHIEF
Once upon a time maybe commerce was robbery. Today it is free competition. You're
not taking anything away from anyone by violence. You want to risk your money and
undertake something? Do it. Someone else wants to do the same thing? No one prevents
him. If you're smart, you'll earn. If you're not smart, you'll break your head. Listen, I

think we should stop loaning money for interest. First of all, you are an honorable Jew, so

you shouldn't do it. True, with the the money we always give a paper that says that the
percentage that we take isn't interest. But why bother fooling God with legal fictions?
Not that I mind that so much: if God lets himself be fooled, then the more fool God.

HERSHELE
Ah, Reb Uriel, you are a stubborn heretic. Be careful, God will pay you back with interest

and without a paper.

MISCHIEF
Second of all, in such a little village, our loan operations can never expand into a big bank
operation. We can always find paupers to borrow from us. But paupers are more suited

for use as labor.

HERSHELE
Reb Uriel, I only know one thing: whatever we do with the money, it isn't like copying
torahs. When I copied a torah, I knew it wouldn't make me a rich man, but I felt happy
because I had done a holy work, a godly labor. Evidently happiness lies not only in the
thing we do but in the reason why we do it. What is the reason for wealth?

MISCHIEF
Oy, stop being a dreamer. Be a practical person and have practical goals.
HERSHELE
But I don't know my reason.
MISCHIEF

Dear friend, just tell me you 'd like to be a pauper again, in a dark cold little house, going
barefoot and naked and eating bread and chickpeas.

HERSHELE
To tell the truth, no. But once I am satisfied and dressed, why seek more riches? Can I
eat five suppers and wear seven overcoats?

MISCHIEF
The richer you are, the freer and stronger and smarter you'll be. You'll have more honor,
more pleasure. You'll be able to make yourself happy and your children after you. Yes.
Yes. You can still have children, you're a young man, full of life and power.

HERSHELE

Children? Ah, don't talk about that, I beg you. It calls up frightening, sinful thoughts.
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MISCHIEF
God created much happiness and good fortune in human life. All man has to do is live.
One lives in the world only once. Reb Hershenyu, time doesn't stand still, the years fly,
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HERSHELE
Listen, Reb Uriel. Stay. Alone with her right after that talk, when my whole body is
burning, and my head is mixed up The way he talks, it seems it's the right thing.
According to law, also, I am right. Nevertheless, all the same, I still can't feel that it is
kosher. Don't think so long, he says: over and done with. (Sits down at the table where
the fiddle lies) God in heaven, I am afraid, I am afraid, I am afraid. (Strikes HIS hands
together and trembles so that the table trembles with HIM. FREYDE enters)

FREYDENYU
Uncle, what is the matter? (HE covers HIS face) Do you feel sick, god forbid? (Want:
to take HIS hand, but HE won' t let HER) What is it? Are you angry at me?

HERSHELE '
Yes, I am angry, but not at you, God forbid. Iam angry at myself. I am angry because
lately I have gradually been becoming a different man. Freydenyu, I am afraid that I am n
longer Hershele Dubrovner.

FREYDENYU
I see, I feel and understand that the man who is speaking to me now is Reb Hershele
Dubrovner and no one else.

HERSHELE
Freydenyu, you are a clever little one, you're a good, kosher child, and I know I can tell
you the whole truth. Listen. I've been living with Auntie some twenty years and we have
no children. Yes, we have no children. I have nothing against her, God forbid. Sheis a
pious kosher Jewish wife and has never, God forbid, caused me any heartache. But...
You understand, a righteous Jew should not live with a wife who is barren. A Jew must
marry just in order to have children. Except for children, you're not supposed to marry.

And besides, I want to have a child. One child at least. IfI could have one son.
Freydenyu, it seems I will have to divorce Auntie.

FREYDENYU
Poor unfortunate Auntie. Oh, her poor heart.

HERSHELE
It is a very great pity for her. Itis. But she is a righteous Jewish woman and will certainly
accept willingly what Jewish law commands. Listen, Freydenyu, I wanted to ask you. Eh,
imagine that I have already divorced her and... and...

FREYDENYU]
You don't have to say any more. I would be false if I pretended I didn't understand and
didn't know what to say. I won't tell a lie, Uncle. There was a reason why it struck me
like a thunderclap over my head when... that time, Hanuka, at the fifth candle... You
remember, when Reb Uriel said? There is a reason why I tremble every time you look at
me. But she is my second mother. May God punish me if I do anything bad to her, God
forbid.

HERSHELE .
Child, who would have the heart to do anything bad to her? If she won't accept a divorce
of her own free will, I won't force her, God forbid. But... ifyes... and- and... if she
herself agrees that it shouldn't be someone else, not a stranger, to take her place here,
will you... (Trembles with his whole body) Will... do you think... that... Ay, Freydenyu,
how hard it is to talk about such things. (Both are silent a long time) You are silent?

FREYDENYU
Uncle, you know my answer.

HERSHELE
Freydenyu, don't forget, you are a young child and I am forty two years old.

FREYDENYU
In my eyes, a young man next to you looks like a foolish child, a nothing. When you say
something, it's exactly as if a prophet speaks, and whatever you do, it's what a great man
does. Ah, Uncle, when you take your violin, and your eyes become inspired and your face
becomes illuminated with a heavenly light, exactly as if the heavenly presence rests on you.
then .. then. I believe that my heart, my soul, my life, none of it belongs any more to me,
and I think how happy I would be if I could stay till I die in a house where you are. IfI
could stay at your feet. (Sinks to HIS feet. HERSHELE looks at HER, takes the violin
and plays Psalm of David. SHE looks at HIM and whispers the words. When SHE says
"Yea, though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death," MISCHIEF enters

silently and stands unnoticed. After playing, long pause.) Uncle, I believe that I love you.

HERSHELE

But... if.. God forbid.... we're not, Freydenyu, sinning against God, blessed be he?
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FREYDENYU
I don't know. Maybe we are, but I believe that I love you very much.

. HERSHELE
Child, Freydenyu, maybe we should give up thinking about it.. Maybe it is a misfortune?

FREYDENYU
I'don't know at all. Uncle, I only tell the truth: I love you.

' HERSHELE
(Beside himself) Oy, gevald, Lord of the world, if it is only an affliction from Satan, God
forbid, help me. Don't abandon me, God. I have never yet in my life felt the way I feel
now. I will, God forbid, go out of my mind. I will - may it not happen - forget that I am

i;w, that I am a human being, that there is a holy commandment, that there is a god over

MISCHIEF

Reb Hershele, I wanted to ask you... (FREYDENYU awakes as if from sleep, stands up
and exits slowly)

HERSHELE
Yes, Reb Uriel, you are right. If a person wants to do something, he shouldn't think it
over a lot because the longer he thinks it over, the more he sins (TSIPENYU runs in and
opens the middle door) :

. TSIPENYU
Only the musicians are missing, otherwise it's the whole wedding party. All the in-laws are
here. Welcome them properly. Welcome the groom's side. (PESYE appears)

PESENYU
(In doorway) Come inside. Come in. Hershele is here.

HATSKL, MOTEL, DOBE
Hello. Hello. (MISCHIEF takes paper, sits to write)

) PESENYU
Sit fiown Sit down. It's such a celebration nowadays to see somebody in the house. Just
a minute, I'll bring compote and honey cake and snacks right away. (Off)

TSIPENYU
Just look, Motele has such a nice new silk coat. Fe. (Whistles)

DOBE

You naughty child, you shouldn't whistle in the house. Whistling calls the don't-even-
think-about-them.

MOTELE
She's a don't-even-think-about-it herself.

HATSKL
How are you, Reb Hershele. You look, God forbid, as if you need something.

MISCHIEF
(Sits at table and writes) Every man needs something. Anyone who doesn't something is
not a man.

HATSKL
Excuse me, maybe you have no time right now? I have come to you to talk about two
things, two matters. Reb Hershele, we are two old good friends, and since God helped
you and you have risen...

DOBE
No evil eye, no evil eye. To spite the no-good one.(Spits)

HATSKL
I have always figured that if you have, it's exactly the same as if I have. But since I didn't
need, I haven't asked.

HERSHELE
You're right, Hatskl. Don't forget though that I have a partner. He has an opinion too.
(MISCHIEF goes to take a paper. LEYZER comes in silently, frightened, and looks
around)

HATSKL
I am a plain end-of-Sabbath dinner, and I will tell you: according to my sense, having the
Mischief as a partner in the money, with an opinion, is not very [yaale vyavo]-ish. (first -

words of prayer recited at New Moon)xx

LEYZER
It's a (Begins reciting that prayer.) xx[yaale vyavo vyagia vyerae vyiratse vysamah a
vypaked fyzakher]- (a look at his son and he gets scared) Reb Hatskl, a second.
(HATSKL goes to him) Sh. I wanted to ask you: Is this Sabbath the new moon? (Sits in
a corner)

HATSKL
Oh, don't bother me now with new moon. (HERSHELE goes over to his father and
quietly says something angry to him.)
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DOBE
Oy, what in the world are you talking about? Something itches in my nose. That's a sig
that there will be, God forbid, a fight. (MISCHIEF goes to MOTELE)

MISCHIEF
Motele, what is this? You're wearing an earring like an old lady?

MOTELE
Yes, I'm wearing an earring, but not like an old lady, like a young man. (TSIPE laughs)

DOBE
Oy, long life to you, do you know what kind of an earring that is? Seven pieces of silve
collected from seven couples who have seven fathers-in-law and mothers-in-law and se\

parents. He is a trembler at home and the earring is an amulet. As long as he is wearing
can't stand within four lengths of him.

it, the Don't-think-about-it can' T
MISCHIEF \

(Goes close and examines the earring) Really? That's remarkable, (Sits back down)

TSIPENYU
(Pinches MOTELE) Motele, if you're a trembler, why aren't you trembling? (DOBE
gestures at her.)

HERSHELE
(Sits back down in his place) Nu,Hatskl, let me hear, what did you want to say?

HATSKL
I'l tell you without an introduction. We're making prayer shawls now, my Motele an me.
We are good weavers and when we do a job of work, we do it.

DOBE
Oh, is he a worker, no evil eye should harm him. (Quietly) He doesn't know that the
water I give him to drink early every morning I boil first with parsnip heads with garlic
skins. It's very good for the health.

HATSKL
The bosses we work for are murderers and robbers. They say that only upright kosher
Jews should work on prayer shawls, and they themselves are unkosher hearts and pocket
slitters. Himself, he's a thief, and he wants the worker to be a saint. So we held a
meeting, Wcmmmmaﬁw
Berl Laptyuk is with us too. He knows a kind of starch to make even plain prayer shawls
look like silk, antique changeable silk. In strips, sort of. So I came for you to give us
money. Call it a loan.

HERSHELE

Yes, why not? (He looks at M and gets scared like LEYZER) I would certainly give yc
only, you understand, now you don't need it. Soon, God willing, we are opening here a
big prayer shawl factory here, and you will all be taken care of, God willing - all of you.

HATSKL
Really? Nu, you know what? Let's all be partners. One group.

HERSHELE
You will see, the whole village will be almost like in partnership with us. No one will,
God forbid, go in need of a livelihood.

HATSKL
Really? So we don't have to dance with the bear. Nu,nu, we'll see. Now to the other
matter. I would like to ask you, Reb Hershele, what's going on with our match.
Freydenyu is somehow both a bride and not a bride. It is somehow a match which is not
@ I don't understand why we have to stretch it out and put it off.

Both Motele and Freydenyu are already of an age.

DOBE
No evil eye.

HATSKL
Of an age for the canopy and the ceremony

LEYZER
Blessed is God who sanctifies his people Israel through canopy and ceremony.

HERSHELE
(Angry)Father! (LEYZER gets scared and hides himself in his corner)
—_—
MISCHIEF
(Goes over to HERSHELE) You see, the account is correct. (Quietly) Reb Hershele,
now that you have started, don't stop in the middle. Remember my advice: over and don¢
with. (Sits back down)

HERSHELE
Yes, Reb Hatskl, you are right. (Trembles) As to that, it is indeed time to talk. But first
want us to... first we should hear what she... what Freydenyu herself will say.
(PESENYU comes with a tray full of snacks and napkins)

PESENYU
You see? Nothing to complain about... (Takes napkin) Only, these things, I don't know
whether you use it before you eat or after you eat? (Puts it on table)
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I'm going to call Freydenyu right now. Get it over with. When the older sister is off the
market, the younger one can have a hope too. Grandpa, when I become a bride, you will
veil me. (Off right. HERSHELE trembles)

TSIPENYU

PESENYU :
What is it, Hershele? Look how his hands tremble, just as if he wanted, God forbid, to rot
sgr_nf_lggy. Dobe, eat, this was baked with pure egg whites.

DOBE

No evil eye, they came out good. There now, we are about to become true family.(Kisses
her. Enter FREYDENYU and TSIPENYU)

HERSHELE
Freydenyu, I wanted to ask you. Thatis, not 1. Reb Hatskl is asking. He wants to know
what is happening about the engagement.

HATSKL
I will tell you, like a plain man. You are somehow too wishy-washy. I don't know, maybe

Now you are not pleased with our whole deal. You are now an aristocrat, and Motel is a
son of Hatskl Drakhme,

FREYDENYU
The engagement? Reb Hatskl, I will tell you the truth. We were never formally engaged,
after all. If I was silent before, it's not because I'liked Motel. I only believed that it had to
be like that. But now.. don't be angry at me, I cantt.

DOBE
Motel wasn't swooning over you, either. You he's afraid of, but not Tsipenyu Hatskl, you
see? Itold you, I saw a black cat in a dream, so there for you.

PESENYU
Freydenyu, you don't want the match? What is this, then? Why not? ’

o tte -
BEYERR SR T et
(From his corner) She'd prefer to stay home with her own family.

HERSHELE cmty Wian short

(Angry) Father, if you want to sit decently, sit there, and if not, Il will ask you to excuse
yourself.

TSIPENYU >
Really? It's beneath your dignity# Now that you're a princess. Admit it, Auntie, isn't it a
pity for Motele? )

MOTELE

Don't think that I'll take it so strongly to heart. I believe that it isn't good to have a wife
who makes you feel uncomfortable.

TSIPENYU
Of course we feel uncomfortable around her. She doesn't belong to our family.

FREYDENYU
I beg you, don't drain my blood for no reason

TSIPENYU
I'believe that one can have an uncle who's a rich man, and even so it's no disgrace to be
Reb Hatskl Drakhme's daughter in-law.

PESENYU
Freydenyu, if it is because God blessed be his name has helped uncle and you consider
yourself too fine, that is a very big transgression. :

DOBE
Remember, Motele, as we were coming here, we met a peasant woman with an empty
bucket? You see? She doesn't want a match like us.

HATSKL

I don't consider my Mottel trash, God forbid, not damaged goods. Not at all. If she isn't
willing, she probably knows her reasons.
die pose= o £ e matel

HERSHELE
I will explain her reasons to you. Listen, there's no one here but us, almost one family. If
Freydenyu doesn't want the match, maybe the es Tsipenyu. You may believe
me, she will certainly receive dowry and wedding presents like a child of a good family.
But now I want to talk to you about a different thing altogether. Not about the children.
I want to talk about myself. That is, about Pesenyu and me. At the new moon of Elul it
was twenty-two years since our wedding, and as you know God has not blessed our
marriage with children. What does a person live for if not for the sake of children?

PESENYU
(Sadly) Yes, that is how it is. The women often used to wonder that such an upright Jew
as Hershele should live so many years with a barren woman. But I always told them: my
Hershele is another kind of man altogether, and the two orphans who,in our home are our
children. (FREYDENYU weeps) Yes, Freydenyu, Hershele is right.| What does a man
live for if not for the sake of children? You both are our children and we live only for

your sakes. (Kisses FREYDENYU) { «*
V8
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HERSHELE

You didn't understand me, Pesenyu. That's not what | mean. I mean..

children of my own. T'want to have

HATSKL
(Quietly) He wants to have children of his own. According to my sense that means he
wants to have another wife.

ALL
What?
LEYZER
The jester's eye saw it long ago.
\_.‘_\___________*_.
HERSHELE

Yes, Pesenyu, if I mean anything to you, don't be angry at me. If you can, judge me as I
have earned by you. I want a divorce.

Ag %ULKC&/(:LG YA

PESENYU
Divorce? What do you mean, Hershele, you never said anything about it.

HERSHELE
I never said, but I have already been thinking about it a long time.

PESENYU
Divorce? Oy, woe is me woe is me. (Weeps. All the women wipe their tears)

HERSHELE
That is to say, if you don't want to, I won't force you, God forbid. You'll stay here in the
house as you were, and no one will dare to dishonor you. AndI? I will bear it with love.
What should one do? A man can not after all be happy with everyone.

PESENYU
No, Hershele, I know, you are a righteous Jew, a fine man. If you decide that we must
divorce, it can't be helped. Probably it is a decree from heaven. Let us divorce. Woe is

me. (Weeps)

HATSKL
(Quietly) According to my plain sense: why didn't the decree from heaven come before

the money? sex/ ¢

DOBE
O, Pese dear, I told you, when you bless the new moon, always say the Lamentations of
Mother Rachel. She was barren too, poor thing.

PESENYU
What does talking help now? Probably Hershele knows what he's doing. Oy. fatherin
heaven, I did not expect such a blow. But if there is no choice, we can't help ourselves.

FREYDENYU
(Falls on her neck) No. Auntie, there is a choice. If Motele has nothing against me.. I'll
get married.. I'll marry him right away.. ... (Can't talk for weeping)

MOTELE
I don't want to be tossed around. Yes orno. To tell the truth, you are too refined for me.
You're not my taste. Tsipenyu is something else.

HERSHELE
Pesenyu, why are you crying so?

PESENYU
A little cry... God won't punish me for tears.

FREYDENYU
Auntie, dear Auntie, it's not my fault... (She weeps)

PESENYU (a2lizee Yhe fute

Little Silly, how can it be your fault? My child, if it is fated by God that we should
divorce, no force can keep us together. (Takes a look at her) What? Ah_'fhat's
what you mean? You mean, you... I, old fool, didn't understand. Nu, Freydeny'u, sooner
than that a stranger should take my place, after all, better you whom I considered almost
my own child. May God give you happiness. Such men as Reb Hershele aren't wandering
around in the streets. Twenty-two years living together, and I didn't hear one bad word
from him, God forbid. Don't cry, fool. I will be with Tsipenyu, but I won't forget you
either. And.. Freydenyu, when God blesses you with little children, I will nurse them like
my own, like my grandchildren. IfI can't be a mother, I will at least be a grandmother.
(THEY weep in each other's arms)

HERSHELE ™ - &b Sceuples

How can one go his own way if he must trample somebody at every step? How can one
get a little bit of happiness for himself if he must tear it off with flesh and blood? No. I
am afraid his whole philosophy is a lie. I will never be able to be happy. (Weeps bitterly)
Pesenyu, don't be angry at me. I don't deserve your kosher tears. Iam a lot worse than
you considered me. I know, I feel, how hard it is for you now. Oh, Pesenyu, Pesenyu.
(All weep. MISCHIEF contemplates HERSHELE ironically.)

CURTAIN
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— 2l — ACT THREE
i i y i ished than in Act Two.
wing room in HERSHELE's home, much more richly furnis ).
;?or:vers 8drapes. It's night; lamps burn on the tables. In a corner among flowers a big iron
strgngbc;x which MISCHIEF sits at and counts big packets of money. LEYZER walks .
exee the room impatiently)
Qe
LEYZER .

Remarkable. You can tear yourself in pieces, it isn't there. :Agmn: akhma bm:
gakhma dakhma hakhma.. (Yells at the door) Nu, faster. Did you hear Reb Uriel? (A
Jewish servant brings in a bottle of wine with two glasses) Where was I? Hakhma

vakhma zakhma

MISCHIEF .
(Goes to wine and pours) Will you take a little? I love you when you're drunk.

LEYZER S _
i i less a glass of wain - wine.
I'm afraid that my poor brain/ Can't even remember how to b
(Drinks a whole glass) Reb Uriel, Ssshh. I've been torturing mysc?lffor_two whole days to
find a rhyme to the name Hatskl Drakhme, and I'm tearing myself into pieces- I go along
the alphabet: Aleph: akhme,Bes: bakhme, Gimel: gakhme, Daled; dakhme, Hey; hakhme.

It's not there. Lekhayim. (Drinks more)
MISCHIEF

Yes. Hatskl Drakhme doesn't care much for rhyming. Ha ha ha. Sit, Reb Leyzer, we'll
have a drink and a chat. (They sit. MISCHIEF sips slowly.) How old are you?

LEYZER :
(Drinks) The seventies have rolled over me. Reb Uriel, I wanted to ask you: when is

Hershele supposed to come home?

MISCHIEF ' .
Maybe today, maybe few days more. You miss him, and he probably misses his young
little wife.
| LEYZER

God should burn me up alive/ If I miss my son the scribe. I feel at home here only when_
he is not at home. Lekhayim (Drinks) A remarkable thing, I have groped my way over

the whole alphabet. Fey: fakhme, Kuf: kakhme, Resh: rakhme.

MISCHIEF s LAl
i i f God He has lived ou
Sips. Thoughtful) Here you have a man, created in thg form o
fno?e than seventy years, and what is he? What has he lived for? What has he )
accomplished? What does he understand better than a cow does? Goes .and breaks hxs‘
head over a rhyme for akhme, drakhme, hakhme. Most %ople break their heads all their

lives looking for the rhyme and suddenly comes the angel of death and says, "Pious jester,
enough rhyming." Drink, Reb Leyzer. So off he toddled/ With his bottle.

LEYZER
Reb Ley-zahr/ Drinks like the czar, and Reb Zarking/ Drinks like a king. (Drinks.) You
laugh at my rhyming, eh? Give me your ear over here, I'll tell you a secret. Sshh. You
are, begging your pardon, a fool. For example, when a child's tummy hurts, we give him a
toy. What do you think, a stomach ache 8oes away because of a toy? Not at all. The
child tricks himself with the little toy and forgets for a while that his tummy hurts. My
dear friend Reb Uriel, every man's tummy hurts. You are a clever man, you cheat yourself X
with an xx toy, another man plays with something else, I play with rhymes. But it's only
because my tummy hurts. (Sings) "So off he toddled/ With his bottle/ Drank his liquor/
Quicker and quicker." (Drinks) enterter occu J/}‘

MISCHIEF
Your tummy hurts? That's not bad.

LEYZER Cemmend :ﬂc 4 ‘v rmance-

You ask how Leyzer the Jester is better than acow. Hah. Leyzer Jester may be a cow
but a cow can't be a a jester. You have to know how to doit. You want to hear something
of what I can do? For example They call my son Zvi Hirsh. Zviis Z B Y, that makes The
righteous man will live in his Jaith. If you want it the other way round, it makes xxx.
And in case you want, my son's name clearly shows that God created ten measurees of
speech. Because a measure is a [kav], K V is a hundred and two like ZVI, and Hersh,
when you turn the letters around, makes ten... Which is to say, ten [kav], ten measures,
Aha! Or let's say, your name is Uriel, spelled Aleph, Vov, Resh, Yod, Aleph, Lamed,
Aleph one, Vov six, Resh two hundred, Yod ten, Aleph one, Lamed thirty. Together it's
two hundred and forty-eight, which we call ramach, the number of a man's outer organs.
And if you like, ramach reversed is hamor, a donkey. Or it's mahar, tomorrow, after the
cold noodle pudding. And if you like, it even makes rehem, a womb. Without having to
stop and think, I can use the letters of Uriel to make these words: /el or] my God is light;
[v'ar li] he will give me light; /lo yir'u] they will not see. And in Russian, Uriel makes O
Rilo, which means Right on your chin, ha? And if that's not enough for you, I'll tell you
that the letters of Mischief spell You ask what Leyzer the Jester is? He is a man
with a soul like all men. Heisa Jew, and a Jew has a good head and has sense. You're a
Wwise man because you laugh when you/feel like laughing and cry when you feel like
crying? I'm more skillful than you. Ilaugh and jest when I fee like crying, when my heart
is torn in me and nobody knows why. Truly, what of my entire life is left for me, and what
do I'have here in this big rich house? Ah. "So off he toddled..." Sshh. Bend down your
ear. I'm going to go to say that/you ordered another bottle of wine. "So off he toddled/
With his bottle/ Drank his liqudr/ Quicker and quicker, Drank it in/ And wet his chin." (

. . . . - " . \ - - L
(Exits with the empty bot{‘j%‘)\\ o Lewtthle . Shochpigesn - Horsethie|
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MISCHIEF
(Thoughtful) There you have man: a vulgar fool and talks like a wise man. A thinker and

jests. Makes faces like a monkey and feels like a god Dreams like a king and lives like a
slave. (Noise) Ah, I think my partner's pretty young wifie is coming here.

(FREYDENYU comes through the inner door. She is very richly dressed and jeweled)

FREYDENYU
Are you here alone, Reb Uriel? There's no letter? (Goes to mirror)

MISCHIEF
No, because Reb Hershele didn't write, I think he will come today. Freydenyu, permit me
to say you don't have to look in the mirror. Cold glass doesn't show your beauty at all.

FREYDENYU
Looking in the mirror has become a habit for me lately. I have nothing else to do Iam

totally occupied with myself. Don't you believe, Reb Uriel, that it is very sad and boring
to live in the world?

MISCHIEF
Life is a beautiful garden full of fruit trees. Various fruits of joy and pleasure grow over
people's heads. But people don't want to reach up a little to reach these fruits. They only
tear the green bitter leaves from the trees, chew them, and complain that life is not
delicious. It is permitted to chew the leaves and forbidden to eat the fruit. Once the
woman dared to enjoy the forbidden fruit. She had the fortune to eat and to give all
mankind of the fruits of the tree of knowledge, the tree of knowledge. Through the
woman people would sooner or later have eaten from the free of life, the tree of life.

FREYDENYU
I'm not educated and don't understand what you said about the tree of knowl¢ge and tree
of life, but fhl{l do know that after Mother Eve had pleasure from the forbidden fruits, 2.,
came death, pain, tears, and suffering. And what is every pleasure?. A.short.preface.to.,

long aches and pains, I put on a new dress, ornament myself with jewelry, it gives me
pleasure for a second, then it becomes ugly to me and my heart hurts.

MISCHIEF
One must seek new, different, fresh pleasures.

FREYDENYU
No, pleasure can't make a person happy, and life gives no joy.

MISCHIEF
You can't have much joy here in Reb Hershele's house.

FREYDENYU

Here in this house I took the place of the noble woman who was my second mother. For
more than three years now, Reb Hershele's house has reminded me of that at every

second.

MISCHIEF
You can't forget it because you were united with Reb Hershele not by a feeling of
suffering but only by a feeling of divinity. Divinity is a heavenly feeling. We live on the
earth. Divinity is the first feeling that a woman calls out from us. But the duty of a
husband is to bring this goddess down and make her into a wife. It is gruesome, vulgar,
unpoetic, but it is nature's will.

FREYDENYU s

(Not listening) Oh if onl dachild atleast = S e ST

dio plea k ure
MISCHIEF
You expect joy from children? Children steal women's charm, they make them sick and
old before their time, tear them away from the whole lively world. Rich educated women
do all they can in order not to have any children.  They take youth, freedom, beauty,
safety from love and suffering. Senseless. (Noise) Who is it that's coming? (DOBE
enters.)
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DOBE
Come in, female in-law. Freydenyu, you're sitting alone with a man?
80 away. He has a bad eye. (FREYDENYU gives him a look)

(Quietly) Tell him

MISCHIEF

Lunderstand. (Leaving) Just watch out that the evil spirit doesn't steal into you.

DOBE
As I don't hear, so may it not aﬂec/ tme. (Covers her ears) Freydenyu, Auntie is here wit
me. Pesenyu, come in. (PESENYU enters, She has grown very old.)

FREYDENYU

Oy, Auntie. It's been so long since you were in our house. Woe. How old and changed
you have become. You're not angry at me?

PESENYU
No, child, why should I be angry at you? It's nothing. When I entered the house, a blow

struck my heart. Just an old lady, that's all. (Wipes away a tear) Nu, Freydenyu,. how
are you?

FREYDENYU
How I am? Me? It's good. I'm rich and I have no mother. Oy, Auntie. (Falls on her
neck weeping)

DOBE
We know your husband isn't here, so we came. Tsipenyu was coming with us too, but she
changed her mind. Besides we met a priest on the way.

FREYDENYU
And how is Tsipenyu? Is she healthy?

DOBE
No complaints. Two children like diamonds. For the older daughter yesterday I squeezed
XX abscerms

PESENYU
We came to ask you a favor. Times are very bad for us now. Reb Hatskl and Motel are
practically God forbid penniless, and we'll all have to beg from house to house.

Your factory has strangled us. It stands like a big not-to-be-thought-of in the village and

rangles us all. The in-law's money, Tsipenyu's dowry, our own little piece of poverty, -
bad luck has gotten it all. If you would only ask Reb Hershele.. a young little wife can
manage anything... An old wife they can throw out, but for young wife they'll do

anything,

PESENYU
(Sighs) Oy woe is me. (TSIPENYU opens door) And here comes Tsipenyu.

DOBE
The cat comes. You changed your mind again?

TSIPENYU
(Enters, very poorly dressed and looks bad) Icame. What cando? If you can't get
over, you have to go under. Ay. What clothes and jewelry on our rich lady. Do you
remember, Auntie, she used to keep on complaining that clothes and jewelry are rags?

(ooks around) Fine in your house, Sister. Gocdin gpell, every fbu7

)
FREYDENYU L
Do you envy me? Tsipenyu, all this gives no happiness.

TSIPENYU
Whoever envies you, may her eyes crawl out.

DOBE
Oy, Tsipke, you're absolutely determined to fight? Take a look, you've probably put a
sock on inside out again.

PESENYU

God forbid, no fighting. We've come to ask Freydenyu to help us.

FREYDENYU
Oy, Sister, how bad you look nebekh. You have become a ruin.

TSIPENYU

Not from too much fun, believe me.

FREYDENYU
The children have made you old and sick. You're so young. Just three years since your
wedding and you have two children already.

TSIPENYU
Children are our only comfort, our joy, our contentment. There is no greater happiness
than children, According to us paupers. What rich people believe, I don't know. My
older daughter climbs all over the whole house,»jhen she walks she waddles like a
duckling, Ec,fgg;n she be healthy. Her little voice rings in every cormner. :
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DOBE
No evil eye. No evil eye. Tfoo. (Spits)

TSIPENYU
And the younger one hums in her little cradle like a dove. Ah that is wealth. That is

kosher wealth. It can't be robbed or stolen away. Y, it from God, and you give it
back to God's world. YMZ:W
DOBE

God's greatest blessing is children. I am already, no evil eye, forty-five years old, and yo:
see I wear an amulet - so I shouldn't - you know - God forbid- miscarry.

FREYDENYU

All the same, when you were a girl, you made jokes and laughed, and now, Tsipenyu, you
are like an old woman.

TSIPENYU
A person can't make jokes her whole life. And ifI don't laugh, that is because there are
some people who are making us cry.

TSIPENYU

Sister, you speak to me as if you hate me. We are strangers now

tlazo TSIPENYU
Yes, we are strangers. We are enemies, There we all tear our clothes for mourning, we
work, we toil, and you, rich people, tear the last bite from our mouths. You're drowning
ue
FREYDENYU
It's not us, you are our enemies, Uncle says. He gave Auntie five thousand rubles, and

8ave you a dowry, and Reb Hatskl took the money in order to compete with our factory.
You made your own misfortune,

PESENYU
Reb Hatskl asked me for a few rubles once, then another few rubles. SoI gave . Until
there was no more money and no more business,

DOBE
Any evil we wish you, may that evil come upon us, God our father and al] Israel, amen,
FREYDENYU
What do I know? Uncle says.
TSIPENYU

PESENYU
(V‘V”hat are you talking about, God is with you. Just let Freydenyu be happy, and I.. I..
eeps)

. LEYZER
Sh.a. What is this? A whole ladies' choir. Four Jewish wives with four noses full of tears,
(Sings) Oy, weep, women, tear upon tear./ Perhaps God up in heaven will hear.

' TSIPENYU
(Wlpes tears) Ah, Grandfather Leyzer laughs at our noses and himself drinks liquor
quicker and quicker. How is my good old friend anyway?

M3~ (esp LEYZER

Tsipenyu, my business affairs are going excellently. My factory has already E(x;‘)vided me
nter

with a prayer shawl for a burial shroud. (With a tune) "So off he toddled-"
MISCHIEF)

MISCHIEF .
Reb Hershele has arrived. (All the women get frightened and don't know where to go.
They run around like scared sheep.)

FREYDENYU .
Come, I'll let you out through my room. (All the women leave in great disorder)

LEYZER ‘ .
(Drives the women with his hanky) Women, hush. Reb Leyzer, hide the jester. (Sits in
his corner)

MISCHIEF . :
You're drunk. Behave yourself. (The servant opens the door, enters with a suitcase, after
him REB HERSHELE in traveling clothes)
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HERSHELE .
Good evening, aleykhem sholom, Reb Uriel. What's going on with us here?

" LEYZER
(As one blesses the new moon) Sholom aleykhem, aleykhem sholom, sholom aleykhm,
aleykhem sholem, sholem aleykhem, aleykhem sholem. 4 good omen @d good ' fortune
Jor us and all Israel amen. The voice of my beloved behold it comes skipping on the
mountains jumping on the hills.

HERSHELE
You are so drunk that one can't even greet you properly. Feh. Maybe you should go tc
sleep? How is Freydenyu? (Goes to her door) Freydenyu, Ibrougl'n you red, green, a:
yellow silks for dresses and diamond earrings. (Quietly) Later I'll give you a kiss, wher
have time and no one is here.

LEYZER ‘
I was a real pauper, only a jester, but when I used to come home from a journey, my olc
woman and I used to melt with joy just like sugar.

HERSHELE . '
Nu, what's going on here at home? I obeyed you and took as much credit as possible.
They just give it without questions.

MISCHIEF .
I knew that if you traveled alone you would make a good impression. Yes, we have to
@AY pack in all we can now.

(2 HERSHELE
"Pack in" you say? (Sees bottle) What's this, wine? A glass of wine is just what I
wouldn't mind drinking. Will you smoke a cigar? (Takes out big cigar case and smokes)

MISCHIEF
I' will drink wine too, but not smoke. I have given up smoking. Do you see this kind of
_corkscrew? It is English. (Takes from his pocket a big knife with a corkscrew, opens the
bottle, pours into the glasses, forgets the corkscrew on the table.) i (5 f
ZMun A
HERSHELE
Given up smoking? What kind of foolishness is that? I have an extraordinary cigar.
(Drinks) This seems to be a cheap wine. It has no fragrance. I don't understand what you
mean "pack in." (Smokes cigar)

CS
LEYZER
Give me the glass. I'll show you what "pack ig" means.
f®
HERSHELE

Forgive me, get out of here, get out right now.

LEYZER
(Scared) I'm going. (Going) Reb Uriel, I wanted to ask you- Sshh. Tell me, I beg you, is
this year a leap year? (Looks at son) I'm leading the jester out.(Off)

MISCHIEF
The plan is totally simple. (Both drink) By now we have borrowed a great deal, and
recently I stopped all cash payments out. Reb Hershele, we now have seventy-five
thousand rubles in our cashbox. Here you have the strongbox key. (Gives it to him)

HERSHELE
Seventy-five thousand? No evil €ye, a pretty sum. But then, it isn't ours, after all. We
have to pay it back out.

MISCHIEF
Pay it out? Calf! Reb Hershele Dubrovner, now is the right time to go bankrupt.

HERSHELE
What do you mean? Go bankrupt when business is going well and the strongbox is so full
of cash? (Pours himself more wine) You will drink? (Pours him more also) Bankrupt?

MISCHIEF
When business is bad, it's already late to go bankrupt. The time is now. My friend, this is
even better than winning the prize. In one stroke we become three times richer.

HERSHELE
(Jumps up from his place) Really? (Thinks) But excuse me, Reb Uriel, god be with you,
what does it mean? You know after all that first of all I want to do business honestly and
remain an honest man and a righteous honest Jew.

CAPITALIST "Logic” MISCHIEF

Certainly. It's because you are a righteous Jew, that's why it's good to g0 bankrupf. From
such a fine righteous man as Reb Hershele, the creditors will happily take fifty kopikes on
the ruble. Righteousness in business means not being a fool, taking as much as possible in
and giving as little as possible out. That's what all the big businessmen we owe money to
do, and we'll do it too. But righteous? Of course you'll remain a righteous man and a

righteous Jew, because what does this have to do with Jewishness? And the money will

remain in the strongbox. Just count it yourself.

HERSHELE
Yes, let's count it right now and see how much the total comes to. (They sit at table and
count)
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SERVANT
(At door) Sir, Reb Hatskl Drakhme wants to see you.

HERSHELE
Reb Hatskl is it? What can this be?

MISCHIEF
He is in very big trouble.

HERSHELE

Really? Well, let him in. (SERVANT off) Reb Uriel, but how will we do it? Don't

MISCHIEF
Just depend on me. (HATSKL and MOTTEL in. Both beaten down.)

HERSHELE
Why so late? I just arrived from a trip. I'm tired.
lte Bk | shoulda™
T have very little to say, Reb Hershele e : !
Ty .V’LJU T “ Q\QC’C‘&
w.v\
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‘ I heard en-th@aat you had a great deal to say.” Yeu-shoutdn't-have made-me-a-head ¢

~

the community? I gave you money to rent a synagogue, you built your own bathhouse,
and I haven't earned the honor? Ha?

HATSKL

Don't worry, I didn't come to talk about honor. You are entitled to the honor, you are
entitled to everything. Can't I see that with my own plain sense? Me, Motel, Beryl
Laptyukh, and our whole bunch, we work, we work ourselves out of our skins, and you
get richer. We make our own prayer shawls and run our business honestly, and we put _
our heads to it. You people trust, us they don't. People pay you, our creditors laugh at
us. Yes, evidently you earned it, you're entitled to everything. You have the credit of the
merits of our fathers.

MOTELE
(Apart)The fathers is good when you have Mischief at your side.

HERSHELE
Fool, you wanted to battle with your bare hands against a factory, you wanted to measure

your fingers against wheels, with your few groshn you wanted to compete with capital?
Whose fault is that? \ ——L_____J\\‘

: HATSKL
Beryl Laptyukh knew the secret of how to use starch to make prayer shawls like silk, and

Yyou simply stole the secret from us. Yes, it turns out you can get rich from thievery but

not from work.

=0t lfom wo
MOTELE
Sometimes I got so upset I actually thought of setting fire to the nonkosher factory.
HATSKL
Sha! Golem!
HERSHELE

(Beside himself) You hear what nice talk? He means set fire to my factory, my
possessions, my fortune?

. MISCHIEF
You mean our factory, our fortune.

HERSHELE
(Doesn't hear) I would have had you rotting in jail. I would have had you sent off to
Siberia. Nobody has any right to take from you what belongs to you, and nobody has any
right to take from me my own possessions. (LEYZER steals in)

HATSKL
Why do you listen to him? Do I know what he's talking about? A boy. Nobody wants
God forbid to take anything away from you. We came to ask you to help us to rescue
Pese's five thousand rubles, poor thing. After all we once were true good friends.

HERSHELE )
Friendship is friendship and business is business. For you it's good to be a friend because
you have nothing to share.

HATSKL TP ','w.\ Sl
Once you were also a good man.. x-te-share-with-the-last— 5L\.m\c A eve \u‘ v J ”\
hed
HERSHELE

When you have no sense, you are a good man. A person has to understand how to do
someone else a favor. How can I help you? To give you a little money, a charitable
donation? I know to whom and when one should give charity. My charity won't help you,
it will only be thrown-out money. Maybe I should give you so much that you'll.become
the big shot and I won't be able to compete with you? I don't believe you consider me
such a fool.

thak ik of
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MISCHIEF _ )
(Angry) You forget to mention that you still have a partner who can also have a little bit
of an opinion.

LEYZER .
You should listen to the partner with the little bit of an opinion the way I listen to my left
earlock.

HERSHELE
You're here again? Didn't I tell you to go to sleep? (LEYZER gets scared) Hey! Take
him away from here. (SERVANT comes and drags him out.) We're going to have to pay
to board him somewhere. It's an embarrassment to keep him in the house.

HATSKL
So in other words, what can I take home with me?

HERSHELE _
Thus far can I help you: I will see that Pessi doesn't suffer because of you. I'll give orders
to pay out to her every month twelve to fifteen rubles from my account.

MISCHIEF
From our account, you mean.

HERSHELE
And you and your son can work for me in the factory.

MISCHIEF
For us, you mean to say.

HERSHELE

Yes yes. You are upright Jews and that's the right kind of workers to make prayer shawls.
With me you'll make your living honorably and you'll live peacefully. How do you come
to run a business? For that you need sense, money, know-how. Did you think you could
run a business on miracles? On miracles you can't live in the world.

MISCHIEF
A great miracle happened there. Ak T
HERSHELE
What can be more secure and peaceful? You work and you get paid.

MOTEL
Lying in the ground is even more secure and peaceful.

‘ﬂ‘-l/w{ o F J-P&H«

HATSKL
I'm a plain man, and when you Reb Hershele were still poor I could understand you, but
now? I don't begin to understand. Friendship is nothing. To do a favor you need not
with good will but sense. The man who is a good man is a fool. It seems that from work
and drudgery we get even stupider, and meanwhile you become greater sages. Nu, at any
rate, thank you for giving us work. What good are complaints when you want to eat?

Motle and I will begin work tomorrow. We're sorry we bothered you. Good evening.
You're probably right.

MOTELE
God will repay you for the favor. (They start out)

MISCHIEF
That's how it is. Whoever is stronger is right. Come, I'll give you a note for them to hire

you tomorrow. (Exeunt) ) ‘
. Hao Sl L.
HERSHELE At T t?'““/ Tk e froof 35

it
(Remains seated in thought) He thinks that I have become a different mané-&ﬁs hﬁs lost

Pesi's money, I'm no longer obligated to give her any money, but nevertheless I will not
abandon her. And he himself? I feel - it hurts me, my heart pains me - but he himself is to
blame. Every man has what he earns. His own fault. It's only as he himself says: I made
the effort to learn and to understand life, and he remained the same plain Hatskl Drakhme.
(Stands up) A person ought to look inside a holy book once in a while. I haven't held a
holy book in my hands since I myself don't remember when- (Kneels by the suitcase and
takes out a book) I took it along for nothing, I didn't even open it on the journey. (Sits to
study) Ah, Freydenyu's gifts. I ought to £0 to her. Isaw her only from a distance.
(Goes) Seventy-five thousand rubles in the strongbox, he says. It would be better to look
over the accounts and count the money again. (Goes to strongbox, drags out big sacks of
money, counts out thousands and lays them in a sack) One thousand (Counts) Two
thousand (Counts) Three thousand (FREYDENYU enters in a white peignoir, her hair
loose) What's the matter? God is with'you. (Closes the strongbox)

Vexr fexy
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FREYDENYU
What was the shouting here? It seemed to me I heard Auntie crying. It often seems to me
I hear...

HERSHELE
What often seems to you, Child? How does Auntie come here?

FREYDENYU
I don't know, it often seems so to me.

HERSHELE
Little Silly, better to look at the earrings I bought you. (Gives her a case)

FREYDENYU
(Opens) Oh How beautiful. (Becomes excited) Like clean drops of water against the
sun, that's how they shine. Ah, will they suit me? (Puts them on) Are they pretty? (Runs
to mirror) But what good does it do me? (Becomes sad again) Nothing can make me
happy. Every minute something like a serpent tramples my heart and sucks my blood.

HERSHELE
Freydenyu, I have a little work to do here. Go, I'll come soon.

FREYDENYU
I know, you would rather stay here and count money

HERSHELE
Listen, I talked with people. This summer, god willing, you and I will travel to Vienna to
a specialist. Our God, if you give me a son, I will ask nothing more of you.

FREYDENYU
No. I'msick. I don't want, I shouldn't, be a mother of children.

HERSHELE
If you are god forbid sick! Certainly. What do I need children? Your health is dearer to
me than children. But what are you lacking, god forbid?

FREYDENYU
I lack nothing and I have nothing. Iam rich and I am much poorer than Tsipe. I took my
mother's place and can find no place for myself. (Weeps)

HERSHELE
I don't understand. What do you want?

FREYDENYU

I'want to be happy. Give me happiness. Give me joy.

HERSHELE
Ay, Freyde, you yourself don't know what you desire.
FREYDENYU
I need nothing and desire nothing. Only one thing. I want my sick heart to feel what |
used to feel when the fiddle for me. Do you remember?
HERSHELE

You're a little silly. Then we were first struggling for happiness. Now we can't feel that
any more and we never will.

FREYDENYU
What? Did the fiddle lie to me then? No. No. That would be frightful. I beg you, don't
be cold to me.

HERSHELE
I'm not cold to you at all. (Opens strong box and takes a look) How much did I count
up to? Three thousand, I think, right? .

FREYDENYU
Come here. Take your fiddle. Play one more time for me. Just one more time. And I
will sit here again at your feet.

HERSHELE
What are you saying, Child? Play? It's been over two years since I even held the fiddle in
my hand. I think that I will already never be able to play any more. killeA ﬁ—'—".S/) Lt ”
¢

FREYDENYU
Never? Everything has died? It will never come back?

HERSHELE
I don't understand what is the matter with you. Freydenyu, go in your room, calm down.

I have to look over the accounts a little. Go, Child, sleep in good health. (He gives her a
cold kiss on the forehead)

FREYDENYU
(Stands up, gives him a long look, and says quietly) Good night. (Rushes off. We see
how she stifles her tears. He doesn't notice)

HERSHELE
There really must be something the matter with her. Tomorrow we'll have to send for the '
doctor. (Goes, empties an entire glass of wine, returns to the strongbox) This I counted .
already, three thousand. (Lays the money he has already counted in a traveling bag) Four
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thousand. (Counts) Five thousand. (Counts) Six thousand. What is this? It seems to be
nothing. Slips of paper. And yet when one takes a look in the strongbox and catches
sight of so many of these papers, the heart becomes full of joy, sleep disappears, one
forgets that one is tired, that one is hungry.. One forgets everything. Every hundred note
speaks to you like a living thing, every deed strokes you like a warm breeze. how .
uch pleasure, joy, power, lies in these pretty little paper slips. (Enter MISCHIEF)
ooray. The thousands are growing like x parshes. Another parshe. Another thousand.

Six. Seven. Eight.

MISCHIEF
What is it, Reb Hersh, you don't trust me? You're checking my accounts?

HERSHELE
(Scared) It's you, Reb Uriel? I merely want to see, in case you made a mistake.

MISCHIEF
Yes, I see, I did make a little mistake. I trusted you too much and I taught you too much
about business. It bothered me before the way you said "my money," "my factory," "my
office," "I will give orders," "I will see." Iam afraid you are becoming too much a boss

for me.

HERSHELE
You can be calm. You are as much a boss here as I am.

MISCHIEF
That's what you tell me when we're alone here. But what if you should go against me
doing business? I haven't signed a contract because I took you for an innocent. It's true
that I scorn innocents, but I know one can believe them. But now I am afraid. You're
getting too smart, and there is too much cash in the strongbox.

HERSHELE
If you don't believe me, we can draw up a contract. I don't care. Tomorrow, even.

MISCHIEF
Tomorrow? Thank you to your daddy. I'm afraid right now. I won't be able to sleep all
night. I saw you counted the money with too much pleasure. Exactly as if it were all

yours.

HERSHELE'
What do you want? I'd like to know. Speak: what do you want?

MISCHIEF
I simply want to take the seventy-five thousand rubles with me in the meantime. It's not -
so important, you have me more in hand. (Takes a few steps to the strongbox) ¢

; HERSHELE
%;f;d)l' thhroms _all thf: packs of money into the sack and closes them in the strongbox)
? Is b
i ould just give up you such a sum of money? What do you think, I have lost my

MISCHIEF
Why have I always trusted you more and more? Ah, now I see who you are.

] ' HERSHELE
Fine, starting tomorrow you won't trust me any more.

Starting t ? Ni s
g tomorrow? Not at all. Tomorrow may already be too lat 't thi
can take me in. You didn't hit the target, my saint. g B et

And dOﬂt you thl".k that I wl“ beheve 1olevel that ever y!hl" you Say 1s tor a-h llOOdles
(I lel"b]es ““h upset"ess) g :

MISCHIEF
Oy, I know you have become a great sage, you learned it at my expense.

If I do"t lease you I won't be best man at y T Wi Ing. ‘Lock the stron; box GOO
p y () at you edd

You're mistaken. Y Pty
mistaken. You are not going to sleep yet. (Blocks his wa 't gi
. _ A y.) If you won't
;:::1 ml(:nelyd, g:v; a’:]i:, receipt that you took a hundred thousand to hold f{)r me Thgelr:?fme
u should go pt or I don't know what, I can at th in jai i
write it out right now and you sign. O e e Ll

B _ HERSHELE
on't be a fool. I should sign your papers for you? Which papers? What papers?
MISCHIEF
What? Not sign a paper either?
HERSHELE

No. You've trusted me this long, you'll trust me one night longer.

I won't trust 1 wodpiw
rust you any longer. I am no longer obligated t i
the money. I can insist that you trust me. g i e i kol
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HERSHELE
Oh:- to all the black years. You don't want to trust me, don't trust. I'm going.

I don't trust you, and I won't let you goMlligﬁst Id
5 - Idon't trust. (Grabs th
HERSHELE and runs to open the strongbox. HERSHELE won't let(him. ;ﬂ;(':(gig; ¥

throws HERSHELE off i
HERSHELE afier hin(:) , 8rabs the pack with the whole sum of money and runs,

3 HERSHELE
Thiefl Murderer! Robberl Give me the money. (Catches him.) I won't Jet you out of

here alive. Hand over the mon
to the table and catches sight of the corek};cre“?)gl Flabia e tmuelf sway, rums

MISCHIEF

I'am not responsible for myself now i
: . (While
, HERSHELE keeps repeating: My money, My money. His whole

) FREYDENYU
Woe is me. What has happened here?

HERSHELE

(Gathers the money and throws it i . .
money. My money Ws it in the traveling bag like a madman) My money. My

CURTAIN

R Aesatho }{@r

ACT FOUR Scene 1

(A very poor room in HATSKL's house. By the door a kneading trough with water. At
the oven, big chunks of wood. A table. A long wooden bench. Two chairs and a little
stool. Against the wall a bed. A little cupboard. HATSKL sits on the ground near the _
oven and with an ax splits the big chunks of wood. At the table, DOBE works a sock and

counts stitches.) . _ 1, 4 o zlooe
B e

DOBE
Twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four... Ay. I've lost a stitch already.
(Puts down the sock) Hatskl, don't chop ke wood on the threshold, you're going to chop
the threshold, God forbid.

HATSKL
Don't be afraid, Dobe, it won't hurt the threshold. (Chops)

DOBE
I don't care about the threshold. But if you chopped the threshold, God forbid, and Tsipe
stepped over the threshold, she would, God forbid, have a child with a split lip.

HATSKL
Dobe, then Tsipenyu is already again-

DOBE
In a good, kosher, lucky hour, thank God. Nu, and you don't even know that if you chop
above the door, the child's top lip is split and if you chop at the threshold, the child's lower
lip? You don't know anything, exactly as if, God forbid, you had not grown up among

people.

HATSKL
With my plain sense I can't understand how you can chop at somebody's lip when he isn't
there at all, when he isn't even born yet. But never mind, probably women know better

about such things.

DOBE
You stop complaining and come here instead. Right here. Sit down on the little stool.
Put out both hands. Just like this. (Puts yarn on his hands and winds.) Aha. Hatskl Jack-
of-all-Trades, you thought I'd let you sit without work? If you don't go work at the
factory. you work for me at home instead of a gentile hired girl, not to compare. Carry
water, chop wood, n0 evil eye no evil eye. Hold the strip! I'm going to wind up a whole
skein of yarn. (She winds a long time. Both are silent. Then he begins to doze and bends
down with his head at her knee) Ss He's fallen asleep. I'm afraid to move. I don't want
to wake him up suddenly. Let him sleep a little. (Remains sitting quietly, altogether
peaceful) I've heard that if you wake someone up suddenly, later he might, God forbid,
become (LEYZER enters from street with a stick)
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LEYZER
Reb Hatskl, God help. Just look where he fell asleep. Reb Hatskl, are you still a thief?

_ DOBE
(Embarrassed) Let him alone.. He's just bent over.

HATSKL
No, I really caught a few winks (Washes his hands in the tr
; f ough). God help, R
God help. Seeing you nowadays is a big treat. gh) p, Reb Leyze:

LEYZER T OV % fhe 1

Reb Hatskl, I have come to you without an invitation. I h i

; a ome t v - 1 have to tell you something

:nportant. (Takes him aside. Quietly) Sshh. I have figured it out. I suffered a long time.
ut I found it. You know: w the bread of affliction, the bread of

affliction?
" S U+ Thewne
TSKL
Do I'know? The bread o icti xactly the bread of the poor man. That I
know not only from the Passover story. [hagada] I know it from life.
b LEYZER
Sshh. This is exactly that. You're staring at me? That is exactly this.
HATSKL
What is this?
LEYZER

Ho lakhmo anyo, if you tum it around, it becomes ha onya lakhm ; .
: g a, and it rh
Hatskl Drakhme. Ho anyo lakhmo: Hatskl Drakhma e e e with

HATSKL
0O, you old lunatic, sit down, be our guest.

. LEYZER
(Sits) And where are your whole crowd then, ha? (With a tune) Why should a crowd be
proud/ Just because a crowd is loud? (Quietly) Ho anyo lakhmo: Hatsk| Drakhme.

DOBE
Tsipenyu went to the butcher shop. You know
: ) yourself that on weekdays we can't eat an
meat, so I told her to go in case she found something cheap, she should buy a lung and g
liver or a calf's foot. And our female in-law Pesi is at the rich man's. They sent for her

because Freyde is again Not to be though
‘ . ght of] not to be thought of] not to be th
In any Jewish home. Do you ever visit them? " padie]

LEYZER
No. I'm a foster child in the home of Efraim Musician and now I feel as cozy as a blintz in
sour cream. Why should I go there? They're ashamed of me, and I don't need the honor..
But, just tell me, my dear friend Reb Hatskl, why is today different from all other days?
Why in the world are you sitting at home? RWM'\_TW?TDUBEgm
embarrassed again)
DWide — 2~k — whfw

HATSKL

Why am I sitting at home? That is a dumb question. Reb Hershele wanted to make me
happy and gave me the rank of captain. That means, I myself shouldn't work, onl
supervise and keep after those who do work. So I thanked him. Not me,mﬁkt'tel. We
don't want any more favors from him at all. But if a man is a plain worker, shouldn't they
give him enough work? Do I know? A fever on the enemies of Israel, three days work
and three days off. They let us earn just enough not to croak fro hunger. Motele went
alone to work in the factory and I, with nothing else to do with myself, I am Dobe's
servant. This is Mischief's games. Reb Hershele doesn't know; he doesn't give a thought
to silly trifles like Hatskl Drakhme. And I will not 80 complain or beg help from him.
(Angrily chops a piece of wood) No. That my enemies won't live to see.

DOBE
Ey, that Mischief.. He mischiefed us all. When he was sick, we believed we would finally
be rid of him. May I, I haven't washed my hands, not be punished for saying it. But he
wiggled out of it. Something good God would have taken away, a sorrow he leaves over
for us.

HATSKL
Nevertheless, he did go around bandaged for three months. They say they all but killed
each other for money. And ever since that day, Hershele goes around always very
preoccupied. Thank God I'm a pauper. At the least no mischief will bite me in the throat

for money.

DOBE
Beryl Laptyukh says that it cost Reb Hershele millions and zillions of money to make up.
Reb Leyzer, how much is a million zillion?

LEYZER
A lot.

HATSKL
Yes, well, so long as it's quiet over there, billing and cooing. Now they're even better pals
than ever, and Mischief is the whole cheese.

)
DA

LEYZER A
O, when I remember what damage that night caused. A scream: "Guard! Guard!" In my
first-born's hand, a bottle gadget. Mischief bloody as a pig. Money. Money. Blood.
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Both of them rolling on the ground, Freyde dead of fear, my soul on the point of my nose.
Ah. Thank God I'm at Efraim the Musician's now. (Goes to cupboard) "So off he
toddled/ With his bottle./ Drank his liquor/ Quicker and Quicker./ Took a drink/ And gave

a wink" (Searches. DOBE laughs)

HATSKL
Reb Leyzer, it's no use trying. You won't find even a lick. This Shabos we even made the
blessing over wine over dry chala bread.

LEYZER
Dry chala? Feh. And here is our Tsipenyu. (TSIPE enters with a basket, a shawl on her
shoulders. She is in a good mood)

TSIPENYU
A guest! God help, Grandfather dear. Good that you came. I urgently need to ask you
something. (Leads LEYZER aside. He is very interested) Sshh. Tell me, I beg you. Ah,
did it snow last winter? (All laugh)

LEYZER
Oh, it's like that, is it? Good. I must say: good.

DOBE
Ah, something is itching me somehow in my left ear. I'm afraid, I am afraid, we're going
to get bad news, God forbid.

TSIPENYU
Mother-in-law dear, I did bring you bad news. I didn't find any bargains. For every lung,
there are twenty willing takers, and for every calf's foot, seventeen housewives. So I came
home without a foot and without a lung. Isn't that bad news? Are the children still
asleep?

HATSKL
Motele will come from work hungry, poor thing.

DOBE
All right, we'll cook him up fish-potatoes. He likes that and it will be good for his health,
no evil eye, no evil eye.

TSIPENYU
Grandfather, potatoes with water, with a lot of pepper and without fish, is what we call
fish-potatoes. Do you like that? Kotatoes. Ah, evidently, nothing rhymes with potatoes. -

_ LEYZER
Potatoes and fish,/ An elegant dish./ They gobble it up/ From Sedom to Lakhish./ It's
tasty and new/ So give it a chew.

TSIPENYU
(Interrupts)
"So off he toddled/ With his bottle,.." And where is Auntie, Mother-in-law dear?

DOBE
They called her to Freyde. Freyde i sic sick again, not to be thought of in our home. It
happens to her every month. H.ave you ever heard of such a disease? Nothinghu;sib;im
you are sick, not crazy and not in your right mind. (TSIPE remains sitting sadly)

' HATSKL
It is melancholy. They say that all rich people catch that disease.

DOBE
You know what, that comes from women not havin i
g any children. What d
about the way my left ear itches? S

v LEYZER
If T knew on rabbinical authority that Reb Hersh was not at home, I would go over to see
her. She is indeed a big rich lady, but I'm sorry for her all the same..

TSIPENYU
Yes, Reb Leyzer, go see l'ner. You will get credit for a good deed. She is very lonely. O
you should see her .when 1t comes over her: quiet, like a dove, talks to herself; sings
g;:;tly, a:c)l 1s so miserable. (All are silent. Pause. Sudden noise. TSIPENYU jumps up
tened.) Woe is me. What can that be? It tore m heart. (A Jewish i
runs in very frightened) ; SEs e oy

N WORKER
God is with you... I beg you... Don't be frightened... They're bringing your Motele home.
! ALL
O, woe is me, what is it?
: DOBE
A misfortune has struck me.
WORKER

His life is not in danger, God forbid. A wheel tore off his hand.

HATSKL
The factory. The factory. Oy, the factory.
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TSIPENYU

Where is he? Motele. Motele. (Runs to door. Toward her come Jewish worker§ ’
carrying MOTELE. HE is smeared with blood, one hand \yrapped with many white clpths

through which blood can be seen. On top of all, ;
TSIPE screams loudly, "Woe is me. He is dead. He is dead.")

DOBE
My child. My only child. My little Motele.

WORKERS
God is with you. He is only in a faint. (THEY lay HIM on cot)

HATSKL .
God. They are making your prayer shawls now with wheels which tear our limbs. You

see my son. My son. (All by the bed)

TSIPENYU )
Motele. Ay. I won't be able to bear it. (SHE and his mother scream next to him)

MOTELE
(Regains consciousness. With very weak voice) Ay. (Tries to smile) Don't be scared..
It's nothing. Just one hand torn off. Oy, what is a hand to a worker? Mama, you know,
he - Reb Hershele- was standing right there by the window- not far from me- My blood
spurted on him. Oy, Tsipenyu- (Faints. Enter doctor and surgeon, hurrying)

HATSKL
Motele, my child, be strong. Here comes the doctor. My son.

TSIPENYU .
Woe is me, woe is me. What will become of us? What will become of us? (Grieves)

DOBE
My child. My son. A blow has struck me. Woe is me. (All weep. The workers wipe
their tears. The doctor takes his instruments from his case)

(Many Jewish men and women look in, frightened, through the window and door)

ACT FOUR Scene 2

((A courtyard near the factory. A sort of noise of wheels and of machines banging.
MISCHIEF leads HERSHELE out. HERSHELE is pale.)

MISCHIEF
You still don't feel good? Come out here a little into the air. Ay, who's there? Bring a
chair over here. (A worker brings out a chair) Just look how he turned pale.

HERSHELE
I saw red blood so I got white. Ay. (Undoes tie from shirt)

MISCHIEF
What's the big deal? That's life. This one tears off a hand, that one loses a foot, many are
killed in war. Life doesn't stop for that, and the world isn't changed the slightest little bit.
What does Motele signify in the great world factory which is called nature?

HERSHELE
Mischief, you are right. Motele signifies nothing. Nu, and Hershele signifies so much? ay
As our poet says, Man is like to a broken potsherd, to the shadow which runs, to the dust
which is carried by the wind, to a dream which disappears, Man is like-te-a-broken
m&Mshadomwﬁchmn&,%eﬁheﬂuﬁwhichbMedhyﬁuﬁndem
which disappears-

MISCHIEF
Ay, that is an old-fashioned little Jewish poem with which the Jews always embitter their
own lives and hurl themselves into terror and fear. It's a long, long time sincé our

Jewish hero of sorrows, said the same wise thing: "Man is like grass which grows and is
cut, like a shadow which runs..." No. I much prefer what the learned German professor

said: "I want pleasure, let my eye enjoy everything, so will my F:s'_>oul strive further."
> w0

HERSHELE
I'am a Jew, and the old-fashioned little Jewish poems will live in me until my death. The
man can be uprooted from me but not the Jew...No, the man who told you he would enjoy
pleasure with his eye and would strive with his soul was certainly a gentile. The Jew
believes: you can't enjoy pleasure when the spirit is striving, and the spirit cannot strive

when you are enjoying pleasure.

MISCHIEF
But one cannot be only a Jew. One must be a man.

HERSHELE
Yes, a man too. Ay, Iused once upon a time to imagine how frightfully the great shofar
would resound as it announced the Judgement Day and awakened the dead people who lie
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in graves... And call them to the throne of judgement. Mischief, when the fierce howl
tore from his breast today, I felt that it was something which resounded more frightfully
than the voice of the great shofar. Mischief, the man screamed in him, the true natural

_man._And no matter how deeply the human feelings are sleeping inside me, his howl
awakened them. And when I saw the pale faces around him, their true fright and pity, I.
understood that this howl is the mighty shofar which calls us to Judgement Day, which
breaks the armor which lies on our heart and awakens man from his grave. At that
scream, gentile and Jew, owner and worker, wise man and fool, all disappear. Only the
man wakes up. The man, the man.

MISCHIEF
Ah, I don't know what a Jew calls man. It certainly has nothing to do with might, vigor,
activity, inventiveness, boldness of spirit, no. Worrying like a weak woman, brooding,
vacillating, drawing no pleasure from life, thinking a lot and doing little - that is the Jewis!
man. Do you need that kind of man so urgently that you must call him out of the grave sc
he can come and poison life? What are you looking at? Don't be afraid, there is no blood
on you any more, it's already washed off,

HERSHELE
Washed off? Hmm. Yes, washed off or not, his blood doesn't frighten me. You see, that
night when I saw your blood on me, I was scared, I felt ugly, I felt bad. His blood,
though, doesn't frighten me, it hurts me. I don't feel ugly, I feel a sharp pain.

MISCHIEF

Stupidities. Your nerves have had a little shock. It's the first time you saw it. Come,
fresh air will make you healthy again. #y Beryl Laptyukh, take the chair away. (A
Jewish worker takes the chair away) Foolishness. Once I saw, in a big factory, someone
got caught on the big wheel. It lifted him very high up, still alive, and then it dragged him
down and ground him to ash. (Leads him)

HERSHELE
(Thoughtfully) That's just how it is, evidently. The wheel of life lifts you high, altogether
high, and then it throws you down and grinds you into ash, into ash and dust.

MISCHIEF
A Jew without ash and dust is like a gentile without brandy and beer. Come, we'll take a
little cognac ourselves. Just look how pale he is. You're still absolutely green. It's only a
matter of getting used to it. In a big factory, feet get broken and hands get ripped every -
minute, and it's nothing. One just has to get used to it. Once upon a time, you could be °
sentimental, when a man wor%ea with men. Now we work with machines. and a Tiaf
must be careful, strong, and cold as a machine. Do you see? Man has been caught up in
it, S0 he has become man no longer. (Both exit. Noise of machines and wheels.)

CR T auT oF CAL) [G % YAl

ACT FOUR Scene 3

(HERSHELE's office. A bookcase with Jewish religious books. Hies ontopina
case. In the middle of the room, a writing table near which stands a tallifon @
and a few stools. LEYZER and PESENYU sit sadly. FREYDENYU walks around— .

wringing her hand and singing the Psalm of David softly in a weeping voice. The light
darkens gradually.) ) o

PESENYU
Freydenyu, my child, what hurts you? Are you sick?

FREYDENYU
My heart hurts me, Auntie. Something like a serpent sucks my blood. I can't find a place
for myself. Nothing matters to me and nothing makes me happy. I feel exactly as if I

were swimming in a sea of misery and sadness. (Goes to bookcase and takes violin and
contemplates it)

LEYZER
But why is that? Why do you feel that way?

FREYDENYU 4 ceit
I don't know myself. There suddenly comes such a—ﬁfih a sadness, such a heart-ache.

PESENYU

Oy, woe is me. (Quietly to LEYZER) I ought to run over there to see what is happening.

But how can you leave her alone here?

LEYZER
They're not letting anyone in, certainly not women. Them they drive out like geese. The

doctor is operating now. (Noise) Oy, I am afraid, I think the jester's boss is coming.
(Enter HERSHELE and MISCHIEF. LEYZER stands up.)

HERSHELE

(Very sad) Look, such guests in my office. Freydenyu, how are you? Did you come to
see me?
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I often come here and listen for when the violin will play, but the violin is silent. She lies
quietly like a corpse. Once she spoke. I wish I could hear what she said once more. Did
she deceive me? Didn't she tell the truth?

HERSHELE
(Puts the violin back) Calm yourself, Freydenyu, I beg you. Have pity on yourself, have
pity on me.

FREYDENYU
(Thoughtﬁxlly) Lor}g gray days drag themselves out without light and without darkness
without cold and without warmth, without sorrows and without joy. ,

‘ HERSHELE
No joy there and no joy at home. (Sighs heavily)

- ; s : re out his accounts and
count his money over again. (The money rings out and the violin - is silent. )Reb Uriel
since you brought us the great prize, we have forfeited everything.

PESENYU

Yes, everyone has lost, and winning does no one any good.

MISCHIEF

Do you believe she's right? (Opens the strongbox) Take a look, there is something worth
figuring up and counting over. (Both women off)

(Sits o) No. 1 HERSHELE

1ts down) No. I have already counted over the money. The accounts? I thi
that it is time to figure out the accounts. Ao 24 wecooan ~ - . s
LEYZER

(Has stood a“ this time ﬁighteﬂed gestul €S With hl's hand and L l i y
' ) > steals qulck] to the dool)

: HERSHELE
Forgive me, Father, I wanted to say something to you. Don't 80 away, I beg you. Stay

here. There.is no living person in the house. I am here alone. Iam sorry, Father, that I
let you be with strangers in your old age. ' '

. ' MISCHIEF
(Aside) Heis looking for man in the jester.

' ‘ LEYZER
I'm not with strangers. At Efraim the Musician's, we are all the same kind. We
understand each other, we have‘ enough to chat about, to reminisce about from the old

you quarrel and makg up, you laugh, you play checkers, you play a little music. There I
free in the air. Iknow that for you he is an embarrassment, but there he

fitsin. Certainly I can't make you pay Efraim for such an old father, a vulgar bum..

HERSHELE
No, Father, that's not what I meant. You misunderstood me.

LEYZER
I want to say, even if you didn't pay, Efraim still wouldn't drive me out, God forbid. For
paupers it's not so important. But me here? What do I need here and what do I have
here? A good day. It is already twilight, so one may say: A good night/ (Quietly) And
now turn out the light. (Off)

MISCHIEF .
So, do you have to be so afraid of man? Reb Hersh, in every man sits a jester.

HERSHELE
Yes. But in every jester sits Man. You know, however great we may consider ourselves,
however rich and strong we may be, we are afraid of man. When we build a synagogue,
or a communal bath, or when I wanted to build a hospital here, for example, or when I pay
board for my father, that is only because I am afraid of man. Only because we want to pay
man at least a small part of a great debt, only because we believe that it will do us some
good to fool man, at the least, to blind him, undersell him. Mischief; nothing scares a man

o strongly as man himself. (The room gradually becomes darker)

MISCHIEF
I don't understand. I know this one is afraid of God, others are afraid of the devil. You
are afraid of man, of all things. Man is so all-powerful?

squre onLs Beco va(5 HERSHELE

X One can compare hi with God. The devil counts for very little when one already
considers himself skillful and wise. But man? Our wise men say: The sins berween man

and god, between man and god are atoned on Yom Kippur. But between man and his
Jriend, what one man sins against another, to redeem that, tears don't help, or charity, or
the pleas and prayers of Yom Kippur. (Noise) Sha. Who is there? (A few Jewish
workers lead in DOBE and Tsipe. They have been weeping a great deal.)
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WORKERS

\3q.—_

Excuse us, Reb Hershele, the doctor said to lead them into the office. The operation can'
80 on because of them. We practically had to use violence to tear them away. (Off)

. HERSHELE
Come in here. Come, it's only us. (Leads them)

DOBE
Oy,'that's why I dreamed last Saturday night that I lost a tooth. Not a tooth, it's an eye
you've torn from my head. You've made a cripple of my only child.

TSIPENYU
Mother-in-law, why do you have to talk? He is our boss, after all, and what can it matter
to a boss? If Mottel has no hands, so someone else will work. (Weeps)

HERSHELE
Tsipenyu, I am not only your boss, I am your uncle and your brother-in-law.

TSIPENYU
Since you divorced Auntie, you are no longer my uncle. And because you have made my
sister unhappy, you are no brother-in-law to me. (Both exit through the inner door)

HERSHELE
To me, everyone is a stranger, everyone is an enemy. It seems, it looks as if, people want
to be relatives to a rich man, and cherish his friendship so dearly. But that's just the way it
looks. When the time comes that they tell the truth about their feelings, then one sees --
they're all enemies, all strangers. Only in dreams does one sees himself with other people;
in reality, he is alone. Alone. Mischief, I beg you, I want to remain here alone now.

MISCHIEF
But I don't want to leave you alone now. I am afraid you are too nervous. And.. and a
little too much preoccupied by man.. man.

HERSHELE .
How can you help me now? You were able to help me become rich, become great,
famous, to have honor. But to make me happy, to calm me, gladden my spirit, make my
sick soul healthy, for that you are not suited. I beg you, leave me now.

MISCHIEF
(Sarcastic) Man wants to remain alone without me?

HERSHELE
Yes, go, I want to remain alone with myself. Don't you hear? (Angry) I tell you, go away
from here. (MISCHIEF goes)

MISCHIEF
Bad to do business with such a partner. He seems to have all the elements which comprise
happiness, and yet he can not put them together to create happiness. Do you want to help

him? As soon as you leave him a while to follow his own lead, he starts to turn around,
have regrets, repent. He remains deaf to what you say and listens to what man says. Go

do business with such creatures. (Exit)

HERSHELE a da
I didn't realize how very alone, how alien I am. Not one single friend, not even one single
person in the whole world to whom I can come now with my Kis Lheart, weep out my
sorrows, confess all my errors and expect one word of trust and hope. My own father

2Cq Ul
feels uncomfortable in my home, in his only son's home, My F!’eydenyu? I don't
understand her. I was busy with business and had not time to(x her friendship. O, I must
admit that she, the one I divorced » Was once my most faithful friend in the world,’and
now.. now we are strangers. However bad [ might have been, she would have forgiven
me, bgcause she... she was a true friend. True friendship doesn't show up in accounts and
counting over. (PESI enters) Oy

4 PESENYU
ere is no one here? I wanted to send in brandy. Freydenyu keeps getting attacks of
weakness. (Goes to the outer door) P

HERSHELE
I am glad that you have come. I wanted to speak with you.
PESENYU
Speak? Not now. You are alone here, a strange man.
‘ HERSHELE
Don't think of it as so great a sin.
PESENYU

No. But what can I talk with you about, or you with me? Since we are after all strangers,
But why are you sitting in the dark? Shall I tell them to bring you in a lamp? (In
doorway) Bring in a lamp.

HERSHELE
No, I want to sit in the dark. (A servant brings a lamp. Exits)



Oy, when will they send somebody? (Aside) Woe is me, poor thing, he has nobody to sz
a word to. (Goes to door. LEYZER bursts in)
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PESENYU

HERSHELE
What is it?
LEYZER .
(Frightened) Pesi, forgive me, I have to tell you something. Sshh.
PESENYU
Nu, your secrets.
LEYZER

Pesenyu, for the first time in my life it's my turn to tell a secret that nobm.:ly will laugh at.
(Quietlyi I just heard in the street that Motele did not survive the operation. Are they

there? Nobody dares to tell them.

PESENYU

Oy, how will Tsipenyu bear it? And the poor mother, poor thing. Woe is me. (Both off
HERSHELE

What is it now? Ah. What does it have to do with me, and what can it matter to me?
(Walks about) What awaits me in the future? It is exactly as if I look into a dark abysS
emptiness@ frightful nothingness. Iam afraid. I am afraid to live. Such a life terrifies
me, but to transform my life is more than I can do. (Suddenly clutches his head) O, a
terrible idea occurs to me. God, you know what I feel. You are good and will forgive
me. Iam afraid to live. Iam afraid to live, (Covers his face and does not notice that
HATSKL enters. HE is beaten down and has been weeping. Pause.)

HATSKL
Boss, excuse me. (HERSHELE is startled) Don't be startled. I have come to take home
my heartbroken wife and my poor daughter-in-law, poor thing.

HERSHELE
So? They can go home already? The operation is finished?

HATSKL
Yes, they can go home already. Your doctor has finished what your factory began. Sshh.
I don't want them in there to know yet. (Quietly) Reb Hershel, my son died under the
knife.

HERSHELE
O, woe is me. Died? Blessed is the righteous judge.

HATSKL
Who says that there is a righteous judge? You? You believe that there is a righteous
judge who will pass Judgment and reckoning on you? Oy, Reb Hershele, you will not pass
before him for judgment, and even I am not your final judge.

HERSHELE
Yes, Reb Hatskl, I feel and I believe that sooner or later every man must submit to

judgment and reckoning. But from you? Submit to your judgment?

HATSKL .
Yes, to us, your workers, our judgment and reckoning come before any other. Once we
were brothers, now I am your laborer. Once I was your friend, now I am your servant,

Once, before writing the name of God, you bathed ritually in water, and now you bathe in
‘mmﬁomﬁlaﬁf“"“‘* e e

HERSHELE

Hatskl, have mercy on me, I beg you.
HATSKL

HERSHELE
Through me?

HATSKL
Yes, through you. Did you have mercy on your friend, your best comrade, and on his
children? Oy, woe. While you sit here and count money, in my house a corpse is lying, a
dead body, murdered by your money. You promised to make the whole village happy
with your factory, but you robbed us all, made us unhappy, corrupted us. Reb Hershele
Dubrovner, you played a comedy with God. You looked for only a holy work, Godlly
labor, so you made prayer shawls for Jews. Look. See. (Takes out of his bosom a
7;“ @i °d prayer shawl.) This is one of your prayer shawls. It is bloody. It is soaked in
the blood of my child and in the tears of his poor little orphans. My dead son spoiled your

shawl. Put it on my account. (Rushes off into the inner room)
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ns a long time without moving. Then takes the pra i
1sal : yer shawl and contemplates it.
::::kedt m(l)'u; l?loos and in the tears of his orphans. And that too I am to put dosv: :?;i)s
ount. Oitis a big account, a heavy account. I have so h
bankrupt. Bankrupt. This time I'm not going b; e L aleli.
nkru ; going bankrupt the way I did in partnership with
L':Jschr;ef. I;Io..No. Then I had something to pay those debts with and di;c)i not wanF: tol
p ); ow I'might want to pay, but I have nothing to pay with. (Opens strongbox) You
(s)e“z.3 atos;:eongléox full of mloney, yet it will not pay the smallest debt which one man can
r. 0 rich man, how fearfill ryou are. (Con
‘ ; templat,
prayer shawl and lays it on the strongbox) Tt takes too much talk tcg expresspall :lsu:th ; feel
Weeping out all the pain would be easier, but I have no G

. . tears. (Catches sight of tl.@ﬂﬂ" >
O, I will play, play once more. (Takes it from the shelf, closes all the doorgs}; Once very

once more. Freydenyu says you come from heaven. Carry my sighs an, s back up
there where you come from, together with your notes. (Plays softly.with feeling Psalm of
David, then covers his face and remains still) Earlier I had n&f: but now I feel that I

different feelings compelled me to speak through you. Now you shall speak for me again,

will be able to weep. Yes. I weep. And a little piece of a pgem comes back to mind, very
well suited to a bankrupt who is closing out his business. (Takesfrom shelf a prayerbook
for the High Holy Days, sits at the strongbox as at a reading desk) Ay. (Long sigh) What
can man deserve, what can a man deserve and how can he be pure? Impure in his flesh,
he is impure in his flesh, unclean in his ways, and causes ritual impurity through his death.
All the days of his life are emptiness, his nights a void, and his affairs vanity. His life is
like a dream. Fears pursue him constantly. By night he sleeps not, by day he rests not,
until he slumbers in the grave. How can mortal man complain? What can poor man
complain of? He was born to toil and suffer. In his end, his beginning is revealed. If he
gives charity, they will make a funeral procession for him to the cemetery. If his wisdom
is farseeing, his wisdom will go with him into the grave. =

(Falls upon the bloodied prayer shawl and weeps. Then comes to a decision and

lifts his head decisively. Takes the prayer shawl, fastens it to the handle of the

strongbox, knots it around his throat, takes a long look around, sighs deeply, and
_é sits down. The strongbox hides his body. Pause. Then FREYDENYU appears.)

[His shadew 1s 'Jlf(\oie]

*Yot Lill He JAJ o,{ s deathn,
ik wait )EDY Wim f vepent.
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FREYDENYU :
The violin spoke again. She told the truth again. I'm listening and lis!ening, but s’llle is
silent. Why did she fall silent? O, why don't you go on speaking? (Sings softly) "Though
I walk in the valley of shadow of death I will fear no evil for you are with me.” Hershele,
the violin is silent, and you are silent. Where are you? (Suddenly notices .him) o0 .
(Screams despairingly. LEYZER, PESI, DOBE, TSIPE, HATSKL from inner door.
MISCHIEF from outside. Servants bring lights.) Oy. I'm afraid. I'm affaid to look at

him.

ALL
(Frightened) What is it? What has happened? (HATSKL notices him)

PESENYU :
(Helps take him down) I'm not afraid of him. My heart bleeds for him.

HATSKL ; '
Father in heaven. (Takes him down) He is dead. (Weeps) Blessed is the righteous judge.
(HE and LEYZER lay him on the ground and cover him with the prayer shawl.)

LEYZER y
Not the jester now, just old Leyzer tearing his garment in mourning. (Rips garment and

weeps. All the women weep in despair)

MISCHIEF :
(Aside) So much money in the strongbox, and all the same he didn't want to live any
more. What then, even the power of gold has its limits? How can that be? In other
words, one can seduce a man with money, corrupt him, deform him, but destroy his soul
entirely, that one can never do? In that case, it seems that I have lost.

PESENYU e
(Falls on the body) Now, when he is dead, I am at least permitted to weep beside him.

(Weeps. All weep.)
(A shofar sounds in the distance.)

CHOIR:
(Offstage, softly)
Death comes to everything. All that lives, dies.
Life itself is undying.
All that wills and that strives must die.
Striving and willing alone are undying.

CURTAIN



