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AGAINST THE APOCALYPSE

The Holocaust, in its enormity, has been viewed as an apocalyptic event —
standing outside history, without analogy or precedent. Challenging this view,
David Roskies places the Holocaust, and the literary responses of victims and
survivors, in the context of generations of Jewish response to persecutions,
pogroms, and communal catastrophes.

“Roskies’s work, densely argued, richly allusive, exemplary in its far-ranging
scholarship, is itself a deeply felt response to the Holocaust and its memories;
an affirmation of continuities as well as violent endings.”

— Times Literary Supplement

“This majestic work has a quality, almost unseen today, of being at the same
time erudite and elegantly written.” — Hadassah Magazine

“In this profound, subtle, and deeply moving book, Roskies lets us listen to the
dialogue that the Nazis destroyed. It is hard to imagine a better way of keeping
faith with those who died.” — Boston Globe

“A probing, seasoned, brilliant work.” — Los Angeles Times
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