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aes B0 o s dresses in outmoded shawls. Jake

HESTER STREET, written and blossomed. And make-shift hedorim

(adapted from Yekl by Abraham hearts and minds of their charges. | e 1 L T The family moves into a flat of
Cahan). Produced by Raphael D. Abraham Cahan, editor of the & & E y % | . B e— g its own. Bernstein, a lapsed rabbini-
Silver. Black and White, P.G. Run- Jewish Daily Forward, “World’s e 4 1T i1 g . gl : cal student, is their boarder. All, at
ning time, 92 min. Distributed by Largest Yiddish Newspaper,” lived ST | Ale T . i ~© considerable cost, will eventually
Midwest Film Productions, Inc. to be 91 and his journal chronicled =% -~ % 0 W S | mm»  shed part of their old world heritage.
: both the hectic rise and final decline The various ways they go about this
Reviewed by ISIDORE HAIBLUM o jewish life on the Lower East & e \ 2 2 ww o1 W, task—both tragic and comic—com-
Beginning in the latter part of the Side. Now, more than two decades gy /. " P - T® WM oprise the bulk of this glowing film.
19th century, wave upon wave of after his death, a timeless movie has i ' The marriage, in the end, will dis-

Jewish immigrants — most from been fashioned by Joan Micklin Sil- T Ay 4R integrate; Yossele will become Joey;

Eastern Europe—poured into New  ver from Cahan’s short story, Yek/, P - gy - Gitl will become Mrs. Bernstein and
York’s Lower East Side. They came  one that recaptures those early days e 4 1 e ., =& ]l these people, generations later,
with children in tow, packs on their by deftly focusing on small details -~ b ™ Will become us.

backs and a jumble of inarticulate and a mere handful of characters. It % : 2 p N o Jake, as played by Steven Keats,
dreams and aspirations. The Old is called “Hester Street.” LN ) ‘ #1 - isan out-and-out lout who not only

Country had done little to prepare Jake works as a tailor in a sweat . b . | . abuses his innocent wife and chases
them for the tumultuous life they shop, has a girl friend, even has his e ey .} LT B @ | after other women. but even fre-
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found here on the shores of “Co- own bed (others must share). His R - & quents a lady of the night. Carol
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lumbus’ Golden Land”; they coped main objective, to become a full- 4 Lol T Kane is a luminous Gitl, wide-eyed
as best they could. Hester Street, fledged Yankee, is—at least in his , g - with wonder and trepidation at first;
Essex, Ludlow, Grand, Delancy, all own eyes—all but fulfilled. Then his then steely with resolve.
became Jewish turf. The locality wife, Gitl, arrives with their small F _ Mel Howard’s Bernstein is a man
bubbled with life. Anarchists, So- son, Yossele. She is fresh off the boat g e who bends with the times, yet never
cialists and labor unions battled for from Russia and has brought along e T S jettisons his basic decency.
ascendancy. The sweatshops hum- a host of customs that Jake, in his . SR Yiddish actors, Leib Lensky and
| LI Zvee Schooler, play walk-on parts
that vibrate with authentic ta'am.
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poets thundered their protests in  zation, has sought to abandon. She (PhaosCousieny, Mdwesl Slim oo s tee.)

el - rahs JUST OFF THE BOAT and Ellis Island, Git i ; : ;
rhyme. The Yiddish stage and press speaks Yiddish, wears a shaytel, sow haihe of Hest::l Stl‘eetl,sb; ;l:ke v(v;l:(: iisu:llr:::l?s‘ﬁ;zitmge%”t o their  n©ris Roberts is a nifty busybody

landlady, and Mamie, the “other
woman,” as played by Dorrie Cavan-
augh, comes through as a scrappy
pragmatist.

In one of the film’s last scenes,
Gitl discards her shavtel, dons a
stylish dress and somewhat out of
character insists that her boy Yos-
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g tutal assimilation. Tn ¥ okl Bis &t
dactic tale, the issue was how to best
go about it. Jake is the bad example
——a crass boor. Bernstein, the good
example, teaches others English,
prays in Hebrew but displays no
special affection for old world cul-
ture. Others of that period did, but
this frankly is outside the scope of
‘ s “Hester Street.”
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\ year, neighbors do not push, shout

doubt, a matter of film-making eco-
nomics, one that may easily be for-
given Ms. Silver. (Yiddish crowd
scenes, after all, are even more cost-
ly than the ordinary, everyday va-
riety.) Nor do the leads distinguish

themselves with their spoken Yid-
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Kosher favorites—every one allows us to clearly see our ancestors

guaranteed fresh when you .buy it and their era. The identity crisis they
or your money back from Kraft. Enjoy Philadelphia Brand Whipped Cream Cheese faced, which is explored so moving-

Be sure to keep the “‘incredible and Philadelphia Brand Whipped Cream Cheese ly, is still, in our time, unresolved.
spreadables’” on hand at your house. with Chives/with Pimento ;ys hsilﬁ'frghi Egldee?ﬁ"iﬁﬁser"foﬁi
They’re always ready to spread with Onion/with Smoked Salmon | Prim e s

ourselves.
happiness! All these Kraft Philadelphia .
. Brand Whipped Cream Cheeses ISIDORE HAIBLUM is a writer

who specializes in Yiddish and sci-
Division of Kraftco Corporation CERTIFIED KOSHER ence ﬁction. His novel, The Wilk
| Are Among Us is available from

Doubleday.
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