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the 'world’s cnmes" In ‘each
age, the world’s Gentlles have
provided_their. own_answers.
andﬁ )thesebod down_to two w

“wherein the.}
«_'locaust were 1
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Solution worked. “The answer
to the Jewish Questlon is not
really up to the Gentiles. Sur-

: thoroughness- of his -

greatest odds, must be the de-
cision of Jews themselves.
Through' two thousand years
of persecution they have.con-
firmed their will to live by tak-
ing’ thélf;,lOSf §and.“turning
them .into" commen;oratwe

e,vents*«whch*eonﬁrmed Jew-

1§h va]ggsﬁaﬁ*fhe same’ time

dﬁ lead. Itisin
g}erary an ,artlstlc re-

anomplxshed and dis! mg

-uished I have encountered in
recent*years*'Rosklesvts*As--
sociate Professor, Jewish
Imeramre at sﬁ L'l;%shTheo-
logxcal Semmaryqpi}q erica.

is work: isispecial tnot only
because of theé¥breadth and
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Shlp?hls ;:-.knowledge rﬁnges

re
sponse moving from anc1ent
]Ament to contemporary irony,

s satlre, rage and blasphemy,

exphcatmg stylistic formula®
tions, and in combining bio-'

a graphlcal detail with artistic

thrusts, are everywhe en-

: .hance‘d_,by a grace, charm and.
~=¢felxqtyv‘ of phrase that is truly
~remarkable.
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“’f,hes of Easterp and
guropean Jewry from
Ssa’ pogrom m 1871

(726 pogroms recorded no.
less), to the 60,000 Jews mur-*
-dered in tli’é‘Uk?ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁ@lQlS g
19, on to the six million dead ‘
the Holocaust.

‘To say so much 1s hardly to
‘s‘é’?"’éﬁ"b‘ﬁgh""fo‘f’”ﬁéd‘iitft “The
Apocalypse makes it compel-;

lmgly clear that eve poem

ialize ow... fallen in
Odessa, Kis 1a;“and
Warsaw, osrl;@%ﬁé tetl lev-
elled in the Pale, or counts the

cattle cars on the way to Bel-
en-Belsen isT btz;ust alxterary ‘
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‘Roskles to categonze those

responses .as pxther apocalyp-
ticor neo-clagsxcal (in the con- generatxon there. arose poets

text of tradition). The tradi- = and artists who, by taking a
tion-has been to accept dis- ;

their answer "m
Questxon,

Lamed Shapu'o, Israel Rabon,
Sholem!" Aleichem, Yitzhak |
Katznelson, Abraham Sutz-
kever and Uri Zvi Greenberg.
The details of their lives, their |
dedlcatlon, the suffering some
of them underwent and ‘the |
martyrdom of others, their
¢omplex and sometimes tor
tuous journeys to Jewish rec-
onciliation, their capacity to
turn rage and despair into art \
makes fascinating reading. |
Some of these names are fa- |
miliar to us, all of them, with |
tne exceptlon of ’.[saac Babel
have earned ‘our reVerence
About Babel Roskies’ posi-"
tion is convincing: His Red
Cauabyxls»ammodem classic, . |
bu is joining the Cossacks

0

endorsmg their. violence,

b oodylﬂgw':fﬁ; ‘own hands, his
rejection of J ewish: ethics is’
: unphciﬂy clear, ﬁld he has for-.
feited,.despite his tragic mur-;
derat Stalin’s hands, any clalm
to'J ewish&-espect. 5
As diverse as the catastro->
phes have been, so also are the’

responsed“’to “them', ‘leading




