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We are living through an extraordinarily important historical moment without
precedent int world history.

No matter how the war we are now living through may end, it will bring about
an upheaval in the life of people and nations, both in the economic-political and
spiritual sense. Boundaries of countries will be redrawn. Worldviews will be fun-
damentally altered, whether in terms of the interests or ideals of nations. Much
will be destroyed and much rebuilt; much will be uprooted and much will take
root. New life forms sprout from the very fields that are being so well irrigated
with blood.

We are living through an extraordinarily painful global process in which the
life of man, the life of hundreds of thousands is reduced to a speck of dust that
falls onto one side of the gargantuan scale that weighs the histories of nations and
races.

A large proportion of our people has just recently suffered through the war of
the Baikan nations. Now a second, even larger proportion has been dragged into
a world war.

Each drop of our shed blood, each tear, each act of suffering and sacrifice must
be entered into our historical account. Whoever sows blood has the right to reap!

We must become the historians of our part in the process. We and you who
are living through this now must put away for the near and distant future each
sign that the historical process inscribes upon our people. Otherwise our account
will be empty, and neither people nor history will owe us anything, and our name
will be erased from the page on which the woxld records its terrible and painful
process as entitlement for better times. . . .

And that is not all.

Worse still is that others—total strangers—will write for us and in our names!
And among those strangers we have so few [riends. And our encimics will stop at
nothing: no means that won't justify the end of blackening the Jewish name. And
not merely will our entitlement to rights and to righteousness be obliterated for a
long, long time to come, but the factory of lies and fabrications and the wildest
accusations will be working overtime. And our page in the account of this great
process will be black. Not only will our spilled blood be of no use to us at all, and
our tears flow in the darkness and run into oblivion, but they [our encmies] will
draw up a new bill of indictment against us. and out of our pain, suffering and
sacrilice a new yoke will be woven around our necks and new chains lorged for
our feel.

And when a friend appears who will want to defend us, who will want 1o
reveal the truth, he will lack for material with which 1o Hesh out the truth.
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Woe to the people whose history is written by strange hands and whose own
writers have nothing left but to compose songs of lament, prayers and dirges afier
the fact.

Therefore, we turn to our people that is now and evermore being dragged into
the global maclstrom, (0 all members of our people, men and women, young and
old, who live and suffer and see and hear. with the lollowing appeal:

__\ BECOME HISTORIANS YOURSELVES! DON'T DEPEND ON THE HANDS OF STRANGERS!

Record, take it down, and colleci!
See to it that nothing is lost or forgotten of all that happens in our life during
and because of the war: all the upheaval, the sacrifice, the suffering, the acts of

valor, all the facts that EE::W»S m_n g.nfﬂ_..an of Jews 1o the war and of others
<} in LS
toward us: all the losses and in short, record everything,

knowing thereby that you are collecting useful and necessary material for the
reconstruction of Jewish history during this horribly important and vitally impor-
tant moment. Whatever can be recorded should be recorded, and whatever can
be photographed should be photographed. Material evidence should be collected,
and all this should be sent (C.0.D., if necessary) to the Jewish Ethnographic So-
ciety in Petrograd {address supplied in Cyrillic letters], either directly, through a
Jewish newspaper or through one of the undersigned.

We hope that our appeal will not be a call in the wilderness but will resound

within every Jewish heart and that it will awaken the activity that can only be
hoped for.

L. L. Peretz

(Warsaw, aieje Jerozolimskie 83)
Yankev Dinezon

(Warsaw, Mila 15)

S. Ansky-Rapoport

[Published in the Warsaw Yiddish daily Haynt, Januvary 1, 191 5}
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I. The “Oneg Shabbath” Archives — Its Establishmemt and Activities

ARI/134

RULES FOR A COMPETITION OF GATHERING AND DESCRIPTION
OF FACTS AND EVENTS ON SELECTED THEMES OF JEWISH LIFE
DURING THE WAR

A PROPOSAL

After a series of meetings, the organizing-committee of the competition,
composed of D. Choldenko, M. Linder and Dr. E. Ringelblum (Jury and
Executive), has formulated, in its last meeting on 22nd of January, 1942,
the following fundamentals and rules for the competition:

1. A public competition will be announccd on the following themes:
A monograph on Jewish life in a city.
Jewish-Polish Relations
Converted Jews in the Ghetto
The School system.
The situation of the child.
Bribery in the Ghetto
Smuggling
A branch of Economy
House committees
Entertainment and dissolute behaviour in the Ghetto
The Isle of Tears (refugee **points™)
September 1939
. Police
Moments of solemnity and elevation in the life of . .
0. Social activities and leaders in the Ghetto.
New themes, which may be brought up by . . . can be worked out after
a written understanding . . . executive.
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3. The themes should be worked out
4. The theme ... only after...
5. Each...it...
1 1Ist award 1,000 zlotys
1 2nd award 750 »
u wa ” § "
4 4th v 300 "
2 5h » 200 ”
3 6 ™ 100 »

A total of 14 awards,

| @ The Jury has the right to divide one award among several contestants. @

Séldcted” Documenits from the Warsaw Gheito Underground Archives

9. Irrespective of whether a work is qualified for an award or not, it
..temains.-the property of the Jury which _Sm the full :m_.n to use it in
any form Gcz_omzo: etc.). .

10. ‘The Jury consists of the following: D. Q:N.w. 1. Gitterman, Sh. Winter,
M. Linder, D. Cholodenko, M. Kon, Dr. E. Ringelblum.

AR/I-PH]2334
TERMS AND AN OUTLINE FOR A YOUTH COMPETITION

Youths aged 15—20 can enter the competition. Competitors who commit
themselves to participating must maintain regular contact with the secretary
in order to receive instructions and directions as to the manner in which
to write the competition assignment. The essay should be submitted to the
secretary within 4 weeks from the day the youth committed himself to
begin writing on a specific topic. The topic should cover approximately
25—30 typed pages. It may be written in any language.

The competition embraces youth from all circles of Jewish society:
1. Working youth
2. Middle-class youth
3. Youth belonging to the .-ni_m_u Intelligentsia
4. Students

The said groups should reflect the character of the citizens of Warsaw
in their occupations.
5. Youths from. the provinces

The form of the assignment may be as follows:

1. Autobiography — whole or selected fragments

2. Diary

3. Edited correspondcnce of youngsters among themselves.

In certain cases the competition-assignment may be presented in the form
of:

1. Belletristic composition (of a youth)

2. A report of a “youth organization” leader

The essay should deal with factual material only, starting with the outbreak
of the war between Germany and Poland (1.9.1939). The material should
present a real image of the events which the writer himself experienced,
or of which he was an eye-witness (therefore, the essay may also be written
in first person).
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The youths of Warsaw will emphasize the events relating to the first days
and weeks of the first stage of war-operations; the outward appearance of
Jewish-and Christian Warsaw in those days; the influence of the events
on the mind and soul of the youth — both Jewish and Christian; the reac-
tion of the youth to the events; the great migration from- Warsaw on
September 6—7, 1939; the later migration to the other sile of the Bug
river; experience of the youth in border-towns, concentration-camps, etc.;
the experience of youths under the German rule; the decres of the yellow
patch and its effect; the attitude of the Christian population to Jews (the
way the youth saw it); the round-ups for forced Jabor — in- the streets and
in houses; by whom; how; the beating and robbing; etc.

The youths of provinces should present in his or her essay all Eo facts
concerning his experience during the war-years in his hometown; relations
between provincial Jews and the Jews of Warsaw; mutual relations between
Jews and Poles; the way to Warsaw; the reception in Warsaw; first arrange-
ments; private housing or in a refugee “point”; food supply; wages of the
head of the family; relations between the members of the ?B__S attempts
to work independeatly.

The student competitor should present in his work all Eo information
regarding eventual. continuation of his studies, be it in his ownschool-
graup (namely, with his teachers from before the war), or in a foreign
group.

‘The students’ association should concentrate all the efforts. on both
students and teachers in regard to school fees, the rate and form of pay-
ment; the apartments in which lessons take place; eventual failures and
the way to cope with them.

The essays should be illustrated as far as. possible with noocBnus such
as cutouts from newspapers, photographs, pamphlets, announcements and
posters of organizations, house-committees, of Jewish and non-Jewish
authorities, etc. On the front page the youth should present certain personal
data concerning his age, social origin, education, present economic situation.

ARI/105

L]
A ncz among scholars on:

1) - Their occupation, mnB__..\ circumstances, living noun.:o.._m\ before the
- war and now.

@ .2).. Present sources of income.

s
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3) Subject and content of their research.

4) What were they working on as a holdover before the war, 4a) what
now, 4b) what has been lost and under what circumstances, the con-
tent of that lost work,

5) Their present occupation, and its relation to their research.

6) Do they have the necessary premises and other conditions to continue
their work?

7Y The experiences of those who “‘went” and came back.

3) Research plans for the future.

9) Has the material been collected alrcady/indicate the content of the
work, what still has to be done/has it been committed to paper
or retained in memory.

10) What do scholars think of the present times, of the Jewish experiences
and future.

11) What commendable moments have they seen in Jewish ghetto-life.

12) Infamous moments.

13)  Warsaw Jewry and the Jews of the province.

14) Their present form of self-expression, meetings and monthly budget
of Jewish scholars.

15) The attitude of charitable institutions towards Jewish scholars.

16) Their suffering during the war/ accommodation. victims among rela-
tives.

@ Change of credo in general and literary credo specifically, under the

impact of the war,

The survey is to embrace also deceased scholars and must explain what
happened to the scientific work left behind by the deceased author.

Some of the questions in the poll must be answered on the basis of
conversations with friends and relatives of the deceased. Photographs of
all pre-war and present writers should be attached.

The names of scholars questioned must be filled in.

The poll must first be approved by the editorial board.

1. Prose
Poetry
Drama
2. Memoirs and reportages.

The writer of the article must familiarize himself with the diverse works
of the authors, and on this basis reflect the character of current Jewish
scholarship in comparison with pre-war times. Considering the fear of
one’s work being lost, an appendix should be added to each article giving

30
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an exact summary of the content of the work, The worthiest works should
be copied. ; .

. Scholars from the Province, new stars in the field of “olarship
Jewish-Polish writers — the identical questionnaires with: the following
addition: their views on Jewish life, scholarship etc. — have they drawn
closer to Jews during the war — has it affected their work — scientific
bodies — what is happening to the Polish scientific world. — What are
their opinions of, or writings on, Jews.

10.

AN OUTLINE FOR A MONOGRAPH

(On the Situation of the Jewish Quarter in Warsaw in the Year 1941,
in Numbers.)

The total number of the population.
Population according to sex and age.
Population according to religion.
Mobility of the population:

a) Deporiations and arrivals,

b) Births,

¢) Deaths.

W N

* Befelhstelle — The headquarters of exiermination.
** Osthahn —the Eastern Railway; Heeresbouamt — army comstruction office;
w Steyr-Daimnler-Puch — motor and car factories.

166°

. ‘The food supply situation of the Jewish Quarter population.

. Pauperization,

. Mortality.

. b) Mortality in rallying points for refugees.

. The Jewish Child.

. I, Monographs and Studies on Specific Topics

a) Allotment for provision cards.
b) Allotment for Jews in comparison with allotment for Aryans. _
¢) Market prices of first-need commodities.
d) The costs of supporting a 4-member family.
¢) Cost of allotted commodities.

a) Number of unemployed.

b) Number of people arrested in the Aryan Quarter.
¢} Number of food cards distributed free.

d) Numbers of applications for lunch.

¢) Number of applications in social welfare institutions.

. The sanitary and health situation.

a) Number of the sick in hospitals, total.

b) Number of the sick in hospitals for contagious diseases.
¢) Total number of typhoid cases. '

d) Number of sick with typhoid in the hospitals.

¢) The pressure of the sick in hospitals.

f) Shelters, rallying points, quarantines, boarding-houses.
g) Sickness in the rallying points.

h) The development of tuberculosis in the Jewish Quarter.

a) Total mortality.

c) Causes of death in the rallying points.
d) Deaths in the street.

a) Number of Children in Institutions for Child-Care.
b) The Situation in the Main Shelter-House.

¢) The Situation in the Hospitals for Children.

d) The Pressure of Children in Hospitals and Shelters.
¢) Mortality among Children in the Jewish Quarter,

., Social Welfare.

a) Expenses of charitable aid (by the Judenrat, JHK., Z.T.05.).
b) . Soup Kitchens.

¢) Individual Aid.

d}) Aid in Clothing.

e} Medical and Sanitary Aid.

D Aid to the Deportees,

g) Child-Care.
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11. Social Self-Aid.
a) Net of House Committees.
b) The Activity of the House Committees (collection of money,
assessment-rates, collecting clothing).
¢) Foster-Patronages.
12. The Economic Situation of the Jewish Quarter.
a) Vocational and Social Structure.
b) The Economic Potential (skilled workers, machines).
¢) Number of Enterprises by Branches and Occupations.
d) The Number of People Vocationally Active in Branches
and Occupations.
¢) The Number of Workers’ Applications to the Social Insurance.
f) Employment in Places in Charge of German Authoritics.
g} Employment in Factories within the Ghetto.
h) Payment, Pensions and Salaries. .
i) Turnover of the Bank Clearing Office (The Cooperative Bank).
k) Action in the Reloading Area.
13. Organizations of Economic Self-Aid.
a) Non-Interest Loan-Bank.
b) ORT.
¢} ToPoRol.
d) Produce Cooperatives.

Plan of an Informative Interview with Skilled Workers in a Particular
Occupation
1. The Structure of the Occupation.
a) Factories; b) Independent workshops; c) Cottage industry;
d) Cooperatives-(Mechanized/Manual).

2. The Rate of Employment in Particular Categories of Enterprises

(approximately).
Names of Larger Enterprises, German/Jewish (addresses).

e

4, The Character of Production (what is produced, in what quantities,

any substitute commodities and which?),

5. The Chain of Sales and Production (finances, agents and producers).

The Character of Agreemeats on work-conditions or on product.

o

7. The Sources of Raw Material (name, sorts, substitute product) and

the Conditions of Purchase.
. Propellant Energy (the question of fuel).
9. Financing the Production (credit, advance money, etc.).

o

{II. Monographs and Studies on Specific Topics

10. The Nature of the Customers.
11. Where Product taken over.

12, in kind, percen
M“M_Wm nMMw:o Producers, Wages (cash, in kind, tage to the Inter-
13. Criteria .ﬂ..m Economic Simation (to compare with past periods)
a) U:B:o.: of Employment (considering the category of the .
enterprise, number of days in a week, month). : :
b} The Rats of Unemployment among Skilled/Unskilled Workers,

Expanding the Production in a Gi B i
» Jewish Quarter, en Beenchin the
. Difficulties in Developin, i
g a Particular Ind :
a) Lack of Orders( cause). o
* b) Lack of Precision Machines, skilled workers, raw material, fuel

m
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5.
AR /135

THE STREET — [OUTLINE]

1. Outward appearance.
First impressions. Comparison to the pre-war Jewish street. Exoticism
and Europeanism.

2. Buildings (seen from the street side).
Gates. Windows. Stores. Shop-windows.

3. Walls.
Exits. Guards. Gates and passages. Small bridges. Breaches. Smuggling.

4. Street Traffic.
Pedestrians. Difficulties of pedestrian and vehicular traffic. (walls,
footbridges, cut-off streets, round-about ways).
Vehicular Traffic: cars, tramways, konheller vehicles, hearses, body
barrows, ambulances, droshkies, rickshas. People standing in the street.

5. Man in the street.
Clerks, traders, unemployed. beggars, functionaries, Women, children.
Aryans.

6. Street trade.
Shops, coffechouses, restaurants, small snack-gardens. Bazaars, stands,
counters. Movable goods. Second-hand clothes trade. Food trade.
Bread, cigarettes, candies and books. Mediation. The oriental character
of the street trade.

7. The aesthetic aspect of the street.
Sounds and colours. Sounds: noise, shouting, yellings of the beggars,
hawking-calls of the traders. Music, singing and reciting in the street :
The bum of conversations and quarrels — of sellers and buyers.
Colours: variegation, versatility, lack of uniformity of clothes. Arm-
bands, hats, uniforms. Advertisements and leaflets. Stench. Contrasts
between poverty and wealth in the outward appearance. Theatres,
cabarets, gardens. Exoticism.

8. Social life in the street,
“Aristocratic™ streets and their splendid isolation. Churches and clubs
of converted Jews. Lord and tramp. Ruler and slave. Productive
worker and the rest of non-productive population. Proletarian and
semi-proletarian strects. “All equal”. Downward Equalization. Social
differences marked by clothing, language, religion, “labor arm-band”,
labor card, good complexion and being less skinny. The search for

@ favoritism and work. Street entertainment: Beggars' street-perform-

10.

11.

12.

. Street Morality.

ance, stroll and rest, small gardens, loudspeakers, gossip under walls,
coffechouses.

Stealing and cheating. Healthy and pathological reactions. Lynching,
indifference and sympathy. Ahms. Sanctions. Shameless behaviour.
Satisfaction of physiological needs. Waste. Drunkenness. Prostitution.
Corruption. Contrasts. Contrasts in standard of living.

Street emotions.

Optimism and pessimism. Joy and sadness. Hopes and resignation.
Dlusion and apathy. Fear and terror: killing, beating, imprisonment,
capture for labor camps. Panic and gossip. Sympathy and charity.
Revenge and hatred. Cowardice and courage. Highest and lowest emo- _
tions: humaneness, self sacrifice, martyrdom, heroism, religiousness, —

rationalism, Jewish anti-Semitism, egotism, bestiality — general dull-
ness.

Street Squalor.

Beggarliness, stench. Hunger. Lack of fresh air and greenery. Lice,
filth, sickness and death in the street.

Certain streets and quarters. |
The Little and the Large Ghetto. Quarters and districts. Central and
peripheral streets. Main arteries. The busiest and the dead streets.
Streets cut athwart and halved. cut up and cut out. Street-prisons.

1.
AR 1/126

ABOUT RELIGIOUS LIFE
{Questionnaire)

1. Praying — Synagogues, Houses of Learning, Small Houses of Prayer,
Praying in Privacy, Catching persons out of Praying Groups for com-
pulsory labour, religious votes.

412
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self-taught historian. In the Ghetto, he was the director of the reli-
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I. Jokes and Puns

teacher asks his pupll, “Tell me, Moyshe, what would you like to be if
you were Hitler’s son?” ““An orphan,” the pupll answers. _H: 3

2. Britsh Radio announces: “Today. we destroyed two hundred enemy air-
caft. German Radio announces: “Today, we caused the enemy to lose two
hundred aircraft.” Soviet Radio announces: “Today the enemy lost four hundred
aircraft.”

3. A child who steals from others is said to be manic. An aduit who steals
from others is said to be kleptomanic. A nation that steals from others is cailed
Germanic.

4. Winter, 1939-40. An enormous line of needy people stood in front of a
welfare agency, seeking assistance. It was bitter cold. They remarked to each other
while waiting: ““Now you know how lucky the rich people are. They’ll stand on
line when it'll be warm, in the summertime.*

5. During the Norweglan campaign: "H.lie_rhasmpnmdanotherpicceof
territory—the bottom of the sea.”

6. A Jew and a German are sitting together, The German spreads open a map
ofdlemﬂdmdﬂamboasdnsmthekwthatg_ige‘rhasdmadygomanoﬂn
So the Jew asks him, “And has he also gotten Mise Meshunah?'™ The German
studies the map but can’t find such a country. So he tells the Jew that it's not on
the map, but if it exists at all, the Fizhrer will cextainly get ic.

(7 Jew bad all his warldly possessions taken from him, but he remained
joily and in good spirits. So his neighbor asked him: “All your possessions were
taken: away. Why are you still in good spirits?” The Jew answered, “My dear
neighbor, they took away Czechoslovakia, Poland, Denmark, Belgium, Holland,
France and other countries. Someday they will have to return all these countries.
So then they’ll have to return my things, too.” 4

crve:sicm of the same joke: Hitley comes to Nalewki Street” in War-
saw. A Jew recognizes him and goes over to him. “What's new with you, Mr.
Hiter?”

“Go away,” Hider replies, “you're insane; how counld it occur to you that I'm
Hitler?” =

The Jew answers, “You know that it's hard to fool a Jew.”

“Alright, let’s say I'm Hitler,” he admits. “So what? What do you want from
me?”

“I want you to buy a few things from me,” the Jew says and presents him with
a list of items he wants to sell him. “T'd gladly buy a few things,” says Hitler, “but
what can I do, I don't have any money.”

“well, if you don’t have any money, I'll lend you some, Mr. Hitler,” the Jew
answers.

“How do you know that I'll give the money back to you?” Hitler asks.

“Listen here, Mr. Hitler, you've conquered so many countries that you're going
to have to give back. Are you going to steal just for my few zlofy:?” #13

9. The Rihrer appeals to General Franco: “Please give me advice, comradel
Help! Things are so bad!”” Franco answers, “I'm sorry, but.I can’t help you. 1 can't
join your pact.” So Hitler says, “Then give me at least some advice.”

¥RANCO: “Stretch out a peaceful hand to England.”
prreer: “1 aied that already, but it didn’t work.”
FRANCO: “Then stretch out your legs, as well.”

I0. During the ltalian defeat in Greece and Ethiopia, the Fithrer calls up If Duce:
*Duce, are you in Athens?”

B! Duce (catching the Pithrer's joke): “Ha? What? Where are you calling from?
1 can’t hear you, Are you calling from London?”

c%'ﬂm Fidlirgr inquires of General Pranco, ““Comrade, how did you solve the
J problem?”

Franco answers, *1 insttuted the yellow badge.”

“That's nothing,” says Hider. *'1 imposed tributes, instituted ghettos, lessened
their food rations, imposed forced labor.” He goes on, enumerating a long list of
edicts and persecutions. Pinally, Franco says, “I gave the Jews autonomy and

A s (imresnal ) 19

“Ah,” says Hitler, “that's the solution.”
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12, Aﬂet&ed:oslovakiajoincdthelﬂpchﬂhnce,theFﬂhminviudGenﬂal
Prancoand?mﬁdcmCzernlakow'tommechrﬂn.mehmpurpose?Toask
that their kingdoms join the alliance.

13. Gﬂmanyiswagingawar.ﬁnslandlsplayinsagame.Gamanywﬂlwin
thewar.Englandwlllwindnsamc.

14. A strange-looking airplane was noticed In the sky. The onlookers found it

+- difficult to determine what country it belonged to. Suddenly one of the spectators

said, “I know whose airplane it is, It's Russian.”
“How do you know?" everyons asked him,
“Simple,” he answered. “T saw the piiot’s bare feet.”

5. I‘he&;g;embarkedonajoumeytovisixalldmhospitals. Upon arriving
macmalnone,thehospmldhmormhlmawandsﬁowedhimcwlﬂns.

Themhmunu:peaedlybazgcdinmacomdorandfmnﬂamlylockedmom
This scemed very suspicious to the Fithrer. He insisted on seeing the room.

“If you insist, then I must first explain what Is inside,” the hospital divector
said to Hitler. "Lockedupmﬂde,thaeisamadmnwbosemﬂnalappearance
issimﬂarwyours.ﬂisﬂlnessapressesimlﬂnhisself-dduslonmatheisthc
Fithrer.

“Tf that is the case,” says the Fithrer, “then | must see him ” Hitler entered the
room alone. After a short while, he left the room. But no one is certain which one
left and which one remained inside—Hitler or the madman,

I6. God dispatched an angel from heaven to find out what's new on earth.
The angel returned with a report that he simply could not understand the wordd.
“Bngland is unarmed and does not want peace. Germany is armed and wants
peace. And the Jews are sareaming that everything is fine.”

I7. The Jewish Legion refused to fight against the Germans. Why? Because
they’re afraid they might be seized for forced labor.

18. A group of downed German pilots came to the gates of heaven, but the
guard at the gate refused to let them in., The pilots were infuriated. How can this
be?l‘he!’ﬁhmhadasmndtlwmthatifonccamcﬁ*omﬁermanythcgates of
heaven would be open. The guard then showed them the communiqué from
German military headquarters that stated explicitly that only three pilots had been
killeg. “How can you expect me to let you, more than one hundred persons, into
heaven when your communiqué states with certainty that only three were killed?”
asked the guard.

Durh:gthemmmthalﬂ:ekussianswotﬂdconquertthﬂlcral-
gouvernement of Poland,” it was sald that whoever is studying German is a pes-
simist, whoever is studying Buglish is an optimist, whoever is studying Russian is
a dreamer and whoever is studying Polish is a realist. .“.?_,]

forbidthatthewar!asuslongaslhekwsmapableofenduﬂng.

—

o B 33.34
21. If only the navy of Bretz Isracl will look ten years from now like the German

. navy does today! ‘

22. After Rudolf Hass escaped from Germany,” Hitler sent him the following
letter: “I can forgive yuuforcomitdngmmn,lmnforgive you for escaping. I
can forgive you for everything except for onc thing—that you didn't take me
along.”

23. If we can endure for twenty-one days, then we’ll be saved—namely, eight
days of Passover, eight days of Sukkot, two days of Rosh Hashanah, two days of
Shavuot and one day of Yom Kippur.

We cat as if it were Yom Kippur [i.e., we fast], sleep in sukkahs [j.e., in
makeshift quarters] and dress as if it were Purim (i.e., in outlandish clothes].
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ewsaremwvuypiws.'lheyobsuwalld:cnmalhws:thqmmbbed

with holes like matzahs and have as much bread as on Passover; they
mbmlikehmlwmhs[vﬁﬂowmigsbeamatlhemdoﬁhesﬂkmﬁesdval]:
m:ﬂedﬁkeﬂaman[dmlnschcmdingofdu?uﬂthgiHahl:thqmasm
asamgbu[dnonsusedforSnkkot]:!hcyﬁstasﬂ'ttwereYomKtppuntheyan
hnmasifhwaeﬂannkhh[te.,candks];anddldrmoodsmasiﬁtwmthe

Nioth of Av. ﬂ:g..

26. Apmmlnemcmngavebirthmtwlmmqwmvuysimﬂanoeadl
om,mdduymnamodﬂmgandMussoﬁnLOnoe.dminsthsbombingof
Bg:lhxthcrwod:ﬂdrmwereoonfusedﬁ)ron:molher.mdbecauseofm
munbhnm,hwasimposs[blcmdetmnlnewhkhomwasﬂiﬂcrandwhichonc
wasMumHmmcheateuamhmpologlsuwuemmulted.hutnmoneonhan
hlewhowmrwomﬂwpmblmAmeasuﬂodmwdearupmepmbm
He didn‘t need to think for long and replied, “Whoever filthies himself first is
hmssnli.n.i."

@muewsw:*rshlﬂp'edodmgodsmdwmmexm:emnmdaghm.'

28, It is forbidden for a Kohen to marry a woman from the ghetto, because she
is a gerusha.®

29, A Jew was amested. None of his relatives knew that he was in custody.
Ihechpbadedmhebeaﬂowedmmﬁfyhbxdaﬂm.bmbewunmmwd

He asked to be allowed a brief telephone conversation with his family. The
pﬂsonward:nallowedhimwspukonlyforﬁveminmcs.ﬂekwmcedand
had lified the receiver when the warden told him 1o speak no more than one werd.
TthewagmedmthisoondiﬂonasdeHctookd:emcdvumh!sHpsmd
screamed into it, “Gevald” (“Help!”). .

30. The Jewish legion positioned itseif near the Syrian border. And what hap-
pened next? 1t's still standing there.

A contemporary Jewish prayer: Oh Lord, help me become a chairman or
vice-chairman, 5o that I can allocate fands to myself #Lf?

32, Nogarbasewaspamittcdmbetakenoutofd:eﬂleno.AJcMshgheuo
administrator appeared before his German commissar 1o request permission to
remove garbage accumulating in his home. When the Jew came into the com-
missar’s office and did not raise his ann in the Hitler salute, the cornmissar became
furious and threw him out of the room.

Aﬁewdayshurthe]cvﬂshadnﬁnkmwrappwedaxmndﬁmehthemm—
mlss(soﬁce.Thccommisuwasmtainthﬂdﬂsdmuhﬁcwwoulﬂsalmhhn
bymislnghlsarm.Andhxdeed.tthewentaedhismom,ralsinghismSome
commissar addressed the Jew, ““This time, Jiude, you acted comrectly by raising your
arm in the Hider salute.”
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“No, Mr. Commissar,” the Jew answered. “I just wanted to show you |
high the garbage has gotten.” .

Where does Hitler feel best?
the toilet, Thére, all the brown masses are behind him, 1 © 2

Rubinshteyn® says, “I had a groschen, but lost it; T had a tsveyer (two-gros
piece) but lost it; 1 had a drayer (three-groschen piece) but lost it. Only the f
{four-groschen piece) I can't seem to lose. H S3

35. It is ramored that after the war all thar will remain in Germany wil
military targets. Because, according to German war communiqués, British bo:
are hitting only civilian areas, and no military targets.

36. A German asked an Englishman, *“On what do you base your optir
that Bngland will emerge victorious? Do you have a huge army, like the Gen
ammy?”

“No.”

“Do you have an air force like Germany's?

“No.”

“Do you have enough ammunition?”

“No.”

“Then what do you have enough of?”

“We have enough time,"” the Englishman replied.

A populor wit in
the Warsaw

ghatto.
Pun on Fiifirer,
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9.
IN THE STREETS

S. [haynkinder]

The street nowadays reflects the suffering of the Jewish masses, the various

calamities and bloodshed with which we are so enriched every single day. re4iedane

From time to time, a cry of woe —{a prote$t)gainst the occupier and his
gruesome deeds — escapes the mouth of a Jewish pedlar or beggar. .NH..QH
our local Jewish leaders aren’t spared. The plain person does it in his own
way. While hawking his miserable merchandise, he slips in ideas and
opinions, apropos our times. The crowd catches on and has a good laugh.
People in the crowd quickly open their purses and take out a couple of
coins. I'd like to depict a few typical scenes.

1) Throw off Your Filthy Rags
A young man stands in the strect and hawks hisfprmbands:
“Jews, throw off those filthy rags from your sleeves and buy dressy arm-
bands for 25 groshen.” .
“ With one eye he winks to the crowds and keeps on yelling:
“Fresh armbands, Jews get them right away, they’ll make you a fine

souvenir!” And while the people gathered around smile. the young man
shouts with more vigor: :

“My armbands are white and clean, no one's gotten with them into the
‘municipality’, [Judenrat], or been sent to labor camp; my armbands have
never been on the arms of our JSS* do-alls. Jews, buy dressy armbands
for 25 groshen. Throw off those dirty armbands from your sleeves!™

2) Children Songs 533 st/ A
Abandoned, hungry children with mothers and without mothers, wrapped
in rags, lie on every street. They stretch out thin, little hands to the passers-
by, begging, begging, singing Polish and Jewish songs, and crying:

“Have pity, good people, and spare a piece of bread.”

The streets are narrow and the people are beset with affiiction. Fear
stalks everywhere, doors are closed shut, and we remain here, crying with
hunger, with death.

Peopie run by like shadows, with packages and parcels, possessed. scurry-
ing ever faster. They run by without noticing the thin, small hands. They
don’t hear the stifled moans or entreaties of the children.!

On one street there’s a scene reminiscent of *“By the Waters of Babylon™:

it




T ki =, P N

m

.

1w

ol ...Euu,._ua......_,z“u.._.:.. BB 20 pipme R

C 7 HlpTY B3 PNER T I 1T DR LEPISIRNY 1 8D BOW5 Wiy

: 2587 ,DMR TSR K B RPN WLPDSPDIR IR WSTWHCNT W

WY — 1 —

ey, P1—D wﬂu«uﬂﬂ R .aﬁ

9 .

AVDBDY (EO8SEYI WOAOE W TWSmIYn e pphad (m wp
MR S5 w

,TDRBBL, YD M BRa jawn n,,

. JORI R WP R OIR MM e

JOORDE D PR (MDY RS T

AT DI 22 PYIE P I o

oy MUty bR G

NP JUR DS DY BOYA JS RPN (B
folla N k] R Blaﬁq
14%prYanny,, & IRD ,BIRS WYY T pINS,, i
LTOMT R BORI™D (W BN wIny aya M
“leons udyTm oS

BEM WY O WPTISITEE R T DSt Sov: (g ok

I weenp

LD AT TR BN IR U3 1Y IR PR 2END LSy BEYW,,
.uuu... MBALNIID 1Y PRD— ADSPR BEN BE 1 et MBI

S0 T BEnp S35 [DRNBCED B
syt Wt O

— NP DMWY K Nt BEUEPIDN 135 ToRpDISpim T 1B Sye 3
: Jeyny b0 w 3.“

P YITPIRE Y1 IRD WD YT BORB LMK Yy eng
4DMP BDIRT TR —  OPIVR ¥ TT W BYTAM — T 27 $0RA, 3
: S350 IWE T — N, I DT DaIRIOW
._a._ BY TR — [BYNY R W T W BTN — UNEiTT VR R, 3

Ui e 7, YUt BEND BB ZDDRIESD WS 1B _._u :
IBE T™R M DR 1IDWENs INRE YOI PR Inwen 1 mEY,
120pT apS WME 2V YPYROROD WSE YPOWEWL MR (YDP ¥ pERs aﬁ
AP PR TT M3 CPOPRD T, DR “YSPRBID YINSP DET, TR bR 05 | H

TLAERID T e, W, “omp,, 1Y peopa M i eenp Hiomn

“Iiptny 50 W ok — “DIBRP ¥ DOY DM, “mowp 1M,,”
LSy IR EYEpIRE DSW Wt

e ;
A8 aseps pewn

L3

L5 ety meam-matesy)

AP — et g o
e 1D — B 1 33 — Ten, vemeweEvn e T
spm W (pnps 1 gpENNBIEG ATl
— (ston WS

syt 110 Ty T
Re el .ﬁrv.iﬂ ‘ @

XIII. Moral Defense and Resistance in the Literature

Children in sitting and lying positions, with their tiny arms and legs em-
braced, sing a song that goes like this:

“We haven't got a ration. card,

We live in damp cellars

We don’t need any sugar or lard.

Give us a piece of dry bread and salt.”

@ Laugh, Jews, Laugh*
“Candles (“laugh”), Jews, candles (“laugh”), for 20 groshen.
They burn day and night, without mercy.
Candles (“laugh”), Jews, candles (“laugh™).!

While a smiling crowd gathers in the narrow lane, the pedlar shouts
louder: “Buy, Jews, buy; and may they burn on memorial days, and during
festive occasions, on days commemorating the dead, and God be willing, on
days to_commemorate the scoupdrels! Candles (“laugh”™), Jews, candles
(“laugh”) for 20 groshen and may the Jews at long last be able to cele-
brate!” Jews are eager to buy candles like these.

@ The Bookseller
Pearls of wor! e lic hefter-skelter in a dirty basket — 50 groshen
apiece. The bookseller, an intelligent young man with a pale face and eyes
half-shut, suits his books to his various customers.

“Helle, fellow Jew,” he accosts one, “you must buy this book Hunger —
for only 50 groshen.”

“And you, homeless one,” he turns to another, “you’re probably from
Lublin or Slomatycz, so why not buy The City of Slauhgter\”

“Buy Jews, bargains! All of Mendele for a few groshen. Why waste a

zloty to get to Grzybowska or uunﬂmow_oq For the same money you can
have The Pipsqueak or The Taxes in your home lib Buy Jews! The
best books! Chains, Robbers, Behind wﬁh&& the Bedside
of a Dying Man — all 50 groshen apiece!”

The crowd comprehends and smiles.

RT

Shin
Warsaw Ghetto 1941.

* In the pronunciation of the Jews of Warsaw, the word “laugh” (lachs) sounds
like the word “candle” ({fche) which all Jews understand to be Shabbath candles,
** In Yiddish Zayn Krampf, a pun on Mein Kampf, “Kramp{” meaning cramp.

+ -+
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Singing
_ for Survival

Songs of the Lodz Ghetto,
1940-45

GILA FLAM

UNIVERSITY OF ILEINOIS PRESS
Urbana and Chicago
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a | The Song: A “Hit"”

Yankele Hershkolritz and his “hit song” are described by ¢
choﬂdmhtbdr?n&ydsmmbu.ﬁl:m LA

.

'lhenuho:mdpdozmofthhmghthepqmluxhettosm
'W’Wmhdellhﬁkowu.bmedyauﬂmhytude.Lu:
ywhempuecldnmelypomﬂumcd‘ song entitled “Rum-
Rowski Chaim” . . . and once even rece 4 gift of five Marks from
the Chairman himself, who to song. er
mwrrmm.mdmmmm
C!nmnaninpmonwhmhempﬂfommg‘ his song in front of a
mmmmwwu iaiting before the holidays,
-«- et the song writer has formed a with a man from

leamad

USentswelg accompan H the OT Zither. And
lhiacho,whidl,likeeveryd:h;dseintheglmm,habitpeudm' :
bﬁngmpouddnuﬂor&nml!duundamlingldeamﬁom
Vienna, is t success wi . This is of course
good for thelr sometimes ends up with six Marks
todmea&enhllday‘swk,addywmhuled.'mepam:nhip
Mmﬂylmuhdamm&'...neﬁmhmmdso
wmmymh"hitw’wﬂﬂedﬂebnm]m
Chaim" {Long Live Chairman Chaim). {Dobroszyckj 1984:92)

Yankele Hmhko+vitz composed and sang his songs in Yiddish,
the Jewish verna .'I‘hevmeswvemdabtmdnngcofpoﬁticd
andsocinlmpicsinwhichtbcsingcrhmcnwdthepastandwm-
mented on the p t. He continued the tradition of the broder-

singers (singers frord Brody) of the Haskalak period, the

minstrels who entertained on the street comers of Eastern Europe
with topical and satirical songs. However, unlike his predecessors
whomveledfmmonewwnmthencn,thegbemsinguwneon-

fined to the ghe_g_to. i

®
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| |. European Yiddish singer, one of those performers of the last two

Yankelel-lmbﬁumldalmbeduﬂﬂaduntypicalﬁum

centuries whohmlbmmepopuhrmmtheguuingmbm
centers of Poland elsewhere. According to Cahan, one of the
carly folklorists of folksong, such a singer came from a low-
to middle-class family and used his talent to carn additional income.
hisrepmireaddressed.theiuuuof“all

on Jife of his surroundings, using the folks
Hdiioneofthemssuwithammml

etic nature, but not 4 famous {literate] poet” (Cahan 1952:11).
inger'of the interwar period was exposed to both

f Yiddish and Polish folk music and populer music, as well as to

i¢, both Jewish and non-Jewish, which mede
its way to Europe. I addition, the singer could be exposed to classi-
cal music or its popular gendition and to Jewish sacred music. The
main difference thatiseparated the Jewish singer from his neighbors
befoml939wash14muo£twomternﬂhw Yiddish and

"ﬁs the descnptiono! chkele Hershkowitz given by Rachmil
Bryks in his novel Dfpapirmskmyuﬂhepapaaownlﬁtsinmthe

- framework of the typiks

Yankele was a genuin !b&dngr.t . Just before World War Il be ar-
rived in Lodz from Af !‘iewuamﬂo:ofchupdumldmple,niu
man. All his educatidn came from the kheyder where be studied vry

(the basic Hebrew alphabet and biblical stories]. . . . At 2 young age be
had to go to work tg b 'hupoothmilyl{edldmcmknawl’bl-
ish; he wrote Yiddith with tnistakes. ... He auveled with other
tailors to nearby towpe do trade his merchandise and thus he learned
folksongs and folktal¢s. | . . He had a pleasant voice. He enjoyed sing-
ing and sang very omily For esch event of the shtet! he com-

posed a poem mtladapwditwawell known melody. Soon afterwards,
all the people of the shtet] sang his rhymes. . . Whentheﬂlettnm
lededlndekdedndmthavemythmgonwluchtomn, he
knew that Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski was responsible for that,
and this was what most of the ghetto inhabitants thought. . . . Th
he composed the song sbout Rumkowski . . . and sdapted the lyrics to
an old folk melody. . . . (1969:34-35}

lndughetm whmnoudimwuea!l ed, newspapers
M hennea outiawed .L I of expression

den, 0

permittedialbeitmperviud]wu J us, it is not sur-
prising that the “king of the ghetto” umkowski—became
thethemed"kumkthhum,”amgthatmtobetheghetms
greatest “hit.”

Yankele Hershkowitz was accompanied, some survivors observe,
by a musical instrument. However, there is somg debate over the in-
strument used. The conflicting reports prove one thing at any rate:
his sccompsniment was most likely an ad-hoc affair determined by
the, availability of instruments and accompanists.

Hershkowitz uses a verse-refrain structure for this song as well as
for most of his songs. These are most likel t is, songs
created by setting new words to a pre ody, a method
traditional among folk poets who are also folksingers. Acootdmgto

. satirica) songs .. " (1982.:34).
; nutyieldedanotmnnlsourceforthemelodyof
”Rumkmhchnm, and it is more than likely that Hershkowitz

drew his melody from the ;%dzsg Yiddish folk tupes.

e version [ present isonel in Israel during the
summer of 1985.* It was sung by Yeakov Rotenberg, a survivor of the
Lodz ghetto who was fourteen when the ghetto was sealed. The text
umnambedmwhtmeharmmmordmgmthepmnumuuon
of the informant in his special Lodz dialect. An English translation
is provided along with the Yiddish. (The words in the lyrice which
are marked with an asterisk are discussed in note 4.)

Song 1
Rumkovski khayim {Rumkowski Chaim]

Yi-da - ikh zay -nen ge - bentsht mit  kha - yim, . Kha -

G

Co fvlow)
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Y ?:b = ﬁﬁé

—  Rumkovaki | Eha-yim it

oes. . Er mokht dekh

yn groy-m

ni-fm oy, Yeyldn | gy a-zoy, Gevatt i shey - a -yen oy, oy,

sl

Vf-d"r aener frey-pt___

A teay -t shay -

ef khs - yim iz

Bt a - oy

kha - yim hot git ge - trakht,  Ge-ar-bet

Verse 1:
Yidalakh zaynen gebentsht mit khayim,
Khayim leoylsm L2 s nlisl]

A wsvayte shayle, oy,
Zuge er khayim 8'iz git azoy!

ql[e;lzlindzetkhayim,

Fartsaytns bobn di midber yidn gegesn man,

By

git getrakht,
Gearbet shver bay tug bay nakht,
Gemakht a geto in a dyeto
In er shrayt gevald afz) [e}r iz gerakhe!
Verse 2:
Khayimvnynmuhotaezugt:
Az ex vil &i yidn in palestine hobn.
lE-'Ioth:y dortn tif bagrubn,

sy ;
Ober indzer khayim1,
Rumkovski khayim,
Py get indz yeydn tug itm:
Aynem a shtik broye,
In  shtik ferd,
Me bay eyem oyekh tif'n drerd.

Refren: Vayl iz indzer . . .

Verse 1:
Jews are seen
Life until dea

be blessed with life,

Life from the house of life, (cemetery.)
Rumkowski and his great miracle,
He makes ! oy,

So every day,
For heaven's s
Everyone asks:
A second question, oyl

Chaim says: l;’ggoodtbismy!

oY, oy, oy,

He gives us i

He gives us 4

Once upoa 4 4 Jews of the desest ate manna,
Now each wottan eats.her husband.
Rumkowski Chaim chought it through,

Worked hard day and night,
Made a ghetto with a diet [store),*
And claims gevald that he is righe!

Chaim Weizmann said:

He wants to have the Jews in Palestine,
He told them to plow, sow,

He did them in there deep;

But, our Chaim, ’

Rumkowski
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Verse 3:
Dex driter khayim fin beys ha'khayim,

Hot mit malkhe (hajmuves a git gesheft gemakht:

Ex zol im tsisheeln maysim vus mer;

Ex 7ol im tsishteln bay tug bay nakht.
Hot zekh der malekh ba‘muves genimen
Tsi der arbet shnel.

£r makht fin yedn giber* oy a tel:

Er makht des flink,

Er makht des git.

Er makht di gantse geto® shvakh in mid.

hdzakeymbotuouehuer;
Leybn zol er gantse hindert yuer!
Refren: Vayl iz indzer . . .
Verse 5:
Rumkov:klkluynmda-elutarude
Iz ungeshtelt bay di gestapo.

Meye yidalakh zaynen zayne broder,
In ex farzorgt indz di papo.

Er makht dekh nisim oy,

Verse 3:

The third Chaim of the house of life,
Made 2 good deal with the angel of death:
He should provide him move and more corpses,
He should provide them day and night.
So, the angel of death

Got to work right away,

He makes a mess out of every hero:

He does it quickly,

He does it well,

He makes the whole ghetto weak and tired.
Refrain: . . .

Verse 4.

On a summer day,

it was a very hot day,
Rumkowski walked in the street,

And looked like a Royal Highness.

; He wore a light-colored suit, oy,

And dark glasses,
Surrounded by the police.

I tell you

Our Royal Highness has gray hair;

May he live to be s hundred!

-—Refrain: . . .
Verse 5:
Rumkowski Chaim, the Eldest of the jews,
Is employed by the Gestapo.

'suhe.ov.or.oy!

A second tmn,oy?
Chnmufl It's good this way!

g’!‘s’ﬁ

_\;\/& Bryb quotes the re

1 have recorded ah additional verse on Rumkowski, from Yaakov °
Flam, sung to the saine melody. This verse was recalled and pub-
lished by Frenkiel {1986h: 43-44), a survivor of the Lodz ghetto who
considers it an indépendent song and not as a verse of this “hit -
song,"evmthmghltlssungtothenmcmelody‘

[’tadﬁckza An3 r_]

l'vegotﬁoty\m,]ews,wnwdﬂn;mtellm
1t's a big fiwthing ve got to tell you.

“The will open
m lll
; A day he makes a speech,

'on,YnkovRotenevcn 8 it ha ha-
the“h:t"mgoftheghettokachml
i inhisnovelDukaysainxserhem-

peror in the ghetto] and describes children and adults it,
Wm&mmmﬁg *

elmw




On & street corner;
Chaimn
Chaim Hesimunmq-,'
l’.raetindzmmm,' gives ug
Er get indz fefer, Bives us poison
Er get indz samy | . . w Withm.dedi'
R'hmmhhuammludme. adiet.
R‘hmmakhugmmiumte—. He made g ghetto
Und er shraye = W geahies

Az er iz gerekhyt And be claims

verses.
VEISe comments on Rumkowslij’ speechmaking, for

Whﬂebefwomdbigwmdainmderwﬁosm his
. I hope, words actually

as for the entire J seen
mbeblessedwithlife,lifeunﬁldearh”l‘hismtementhasm-
bidly recast the blicalvma"l’mdustwuhoum,andunmdust
thou return (Gha.ﬁ:ml,u”ﬁnmdnoemeterymmcm-

ated and to the we return.” | = bcysba-kbayim,
thatis,euphemm‘ i y,hmmeofﬁfe.m is made between
Chaim Rumk, the Jewish leader, Jewish his-
torical leader, promised the gheteo €15 miracles, prom-

ised them food {1 dmtwouldducendasnmdtofminclu,whm
in actuality the qofthaepmmimiuthattheyntarved. How-
ever, when the dwellers complain, Rumkowskj answers, “It'y
good this way.” T Question reflects their misery, but alge Rumkow-
aki’s belief that hej was doing the right thing.
'lherefrainmskes'cleartheamlogytoMm: Moses gave his

people

the “manda” by miracles Rllmkomki,onthcotherhmd,

“gives us bran / h, gives ug I:arley'l he gives us wine.” The wine was
the i . Lo U .

made from barl

» PSt a8 in the variant




S

store was for “sick people,” but in fact it was for privileged people
from whom Rumkowski wanted support. So, while Rumka gki and
his friends ars cating well, evervone else caks sy,
he refrain reminded Hershkowitz’s audience as to who was re-
sponsibleforthedeﬁeﬂoraﬁngs!mdonintbemmo, describing the
hckofruoumesandidentifying:bcmincauseofthemﬂmng.
Ihctepeﬁtionofthewordkbayimintherdninbﬁnpwmind

the blessing of the new month in which the reader and the congrega- AL
tion ask God for eleven di t irn: life. On the Sab- {.
bath preceding Jews call : “grant us long life, 200 %8N

2 upon
alifeofpuoemdwcll-being,alifeofblmingandmstenm,alﬂeof
physicalhealth,clifeofpictymddreadohin,alife&eehomshame
and‘disgmee,alifeofwult.hmdhm,alifemrkﬂdbymlmfor
Tbmh.andourfearofﬂenven,alifeinwhichthewishesofourhean
shal be fulfilled for heppiness” {translation in Bimbaum 1969 : 430},
Thiseonuutofablusingwhichbecomesacu:u,lifewhichialike
denthbutnotdeathlmlf,isthecentm]moﬁfofthialong.

'I‘he;eoondmin&odumChnimWeimam, the leader of the
Zionist movement. Again the contrast is made: Chaim Weizmann
mtra;:pedthelewishpeopleinthel{olyhndbytellingthmto
mkthewﬂ;andhtbc@em,thedw:llmworkmdyetreceivc
shirayim (Heb.: leftovers). The reference to shrayim also requires
sonte explanation: This Hebrew word for leftovers specifically refers ™3¢
to that part of the meal a Hassidic Rebhe would leave for his fol.
lowcu.lnthenongtextthisuibumyfood,oﬁgimllyanactofm
speot,is"apieccoflmad,...apieoeothmu"{thehmisnot
kosher). YankovkownbergmllshowOnhodoxlmapnat the
dngqumhem:nﬂomdthehmt.Formy}ews, however,
it was at that time the food that saved their lives, Shrayim thymes
with khayim (life), and ferd [horse, ie., horsemeat = food = life)
rhymeawithdradltheunhl,makinglifelikedeadt.

'lhethi:ﬂvempmentstheththhim,themvedigser. who
bﬁnpompouwthe"hmdhfe,"theocmcmmchﬁm,as
described in the song, is very productive: “[He} made a good deal
withtheangelofduth:lﬂcshouldprwidehhnmommdmorc
corpses; / He should provide them day and night.” ‘The “deal” was
atmckbetwunthcAngelofDuth{theonlymgelknowninthe
ghemlandtheundertaker.T‘heAngelofDuthisagoodworker: he
"gotwworkrigbtaway./Hemnkeumeuoutofeveryhm.lﬂc
does it quickly, Hedmitwcﬂ.lﬂemkutheglmmwukmd
tired.” This efficient cooperation between the two creates a2 weak

'g'hm,orinsomevuf‘ra,awukwodd—whichfwthe'inhubi-
immnsmobably‘ same thing. This partnership, made in

Beaven, o ;:;usesdreadhl:multaoneanh.
| | Here esongcouldcbmctoanmdlasinltkaSlodomky'sm-
: on],‘ho;;m&:kw%tmbugmmbemdmaddiﬁmﬂm
¢ usi to the. “Royat Highness,” the “First Chaim, "

! Chaims Rumkowski.

pill Thefomthmsebeq.mwith-deommonofamomlmoment
In the ghetto: itisa day, a hot summer day, Chaim Rumkow-
wears a light mit,hiaeyesmshieldedbydnkglnm.
| Vhy? Does he not toqeewhatismingonintheghettonnhls
1. 1 In contrast Ithefooldmddarhneusuﬁemdbytheghm
,amotiffmmsl_;' ymofthcpeﬁod,dlesunalwaya
' NAX]. NAAXS 10 the streets s unded by per-
‘ ?inete;mdlooldsllikeakoyal ghivess.”
g ¢ you / Our Royal Highness
' {hair; / May he live to be }
|-=l_lthoudinumkomkii§ 10¢ young—after all he was appointed to be

|fhuudertuudtsvomsiﬂz —"may you live to be 2 hundred and
!mtu"thcmmbero?yumthath&m lived {Deut. 34:7). Here,
' it becomes clear tHat Rumkowski is not Moses; as 8 “tribute”
'$o his leadership even hund:edyummmorethanenough.
; Yaakov Rotenberg 'RueePups{l%z:SG-Sslbdthreportthat
Wwhen the singer used . aingthclastlineofthatvem,“mayhelive
ko be a hundred,” the a ience would respond with an additional sar-
Lastic sentence: Az emenzalaasbvartsyor,munin;”Mty
be live through a bla iear,"i.e.,mythedevilukehim.l\ndthus
they expressed their and “love” to their Royal Highness.
| The Afth verse conli ues the line of thought presented in the
verse: yes, R owakiisthe"mdeatofthe}ewu",thntiuhe
kitle given to him by Ge:mam.l-!ehntoobeythecestapo.but
ol o o b ning bk oo T sl 08 the
. Poli meaning basic food). In addition one should
; forgetthat’ﬂemnitaqgindu,mevaydaylforhetnn‘ssake,

. 1y, oy, 0y.” I
(% P




' mﬁmcbopeTheywetethemmehl

m.mmddwn,bmtkhmdmhermmms\:lmm
i . Shavuot is the holiday that commemorates Moses’ bringing
the Torsh God’s law) from Mount Sinai to the Children of Isracl.
However, in the ghetto there was no Torsh, no Moses, no holiday,
and no freedom, it remained tightly closed, its dwellers hopeless and

weskened,

Dobroszycki writes, “Rumkowski rarely doubted that he was in
thetidlt"[lm 1). Indeed, Yankele Hershkowitz ends his song with
the last of its refrain manifesting the same idea.

of "Rumkowski Chaim,” which contributed to its

popularity, myhmbeenadqud&ommthumce The melody

mmdmﬁb&mvdthmindmdm

wﬂnlmdtaﬁon.mddﬂlmsyhavebemium;in.lthmtina

minor It makes use of a distinctive thythmic manner of text

pﬁmas—amelodic-rhytbmicﬁswewithannim
ul:epeﬁﬂon.‘rh:isﬁgun according to Braun {1984 :285 n. 44), is

charucteristic of Jewish folksong.
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is: verse, A A'B B'; refrain, A A’ B B’. This form is
Jewish folk mlmc {cf. Bexegovski 1982 : 293} and

B\l:opunandlewhhmlarmuaic(d Kelsohn 1967:400). The

i
:
hhs
hy
E

rhyd:mjcandmdodicmateml lt

is sung in a triple meter with an an upbest which causes asymmetri
accents on weak beats. Like other Jewish lksongs,mordmgm

Beregovaki (1982 :
structure of

the memory of the survivors. ——s

293}, the melody is symmetrical; the underlying

this song is in four measures,

The “sweet” melody with its ironic cantorial ornamentations car-
rics a profound commentary on
mluﬂlbetweenthetextm:ldlemelodycausedthemgmllvem

daily suffering in the ghetto, The

(9 Avrom Akselrod

¥

g, b

brent

k}‘\k ‘0“\& u l]“'-l SURH L 1 ‘B". P‘“‘(e

AW {TININN T 9N

.'.-\'w:;,,. o7 s
Frae don c'". pti
PYED $9% N Loree
SHER I pwe §

TD Y OUN T ey

PR ZP? 1 DN

ADT B puey Pr el

ARSI DI W) e

LLlh\-') - “'\ WL W exene,

LA Hops I:.':*_-H:‘,‘J

ARTDOPR BNAR
[ 29 B AL 3~ P AT *

V

Lithunaiza
pobia

to the tune

A

foyer,

At the Ghetto Gate®

At the ghetto pate

A fire flames.

Search Is the worst yet. .
Jews parade back

From the work brigades

Dripping buckets of sweat.

Should I go on ahead

Or stand still instead?

I'm not sure what to do.
The litle commander
Decked out in green

Takes everything from you.

A stick of firewood,
Money in a wad,
God, he takes it all!
Milk from the can,
Lard from the pan.
Jews, it’s awful.

Friend at the gate, listen,
I'm not all that clean.
Help me make it through,
Get me past the guard,
You'll get a kilo of lard
And more tomorrow 1oo.

“Line up in fours)
You—stand over here

by me. Don’t run away!*
Find the right goy—

“This one’s OK"—

A loaf of bread for you today.
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YA'ALES [YA'ALEH vsi'avo]

. _ Yaales®
Avrom Akselrod, 1942 Tell me, oh telfme, you gheto Jew,
= . Who plays first-fiddle here, just who?
209 miy, zog mir du geto-yidi, And .5'.,.3. of the big shotsjln the gheuo gang

Ver shpilt in geto dos ershte f£idl? Hands out orders fust 1i
Ver fun di ya‘ales mer oder veynik oun ordeys Just llke 4 king?
Vil do regirn punkt vi a 'kenig?

Tumbala, wmbala, play on, ghetto Jew.

Tumbala, tumbala, shpil geto-yidl, Play me a song’of the Jewish Who's Who.
Shpil mir fun yidishe ya'ales a lidl-- Of all the inspeftors and bosses

Fun ale shefn un inspektorn The ghetto has faised up from the masses.

Vos Zenen in geto mentshn gevorn... T Mas chots has & card 1o ive

Ver fun di ya‘'ales ken a karte getn ﬁ;m"m"'m ‘;:;‘"’m'n"::‘;';“

Un a[shayn)tsu blaybn lekn? For the privilege of an easy work brigade?

Un vafl darf men derfar batsoln, -

Kedey a brigade a gute tsu hobn? Tumbala, umbsla . .

Tumbala, tumbala, shpil geto~-yidl... xmmif&bmh:: :II‘II::;::“;:;::«?
Far vos esn ya'ales vayse gebeks, mlf::,:h:; 3’;,,” mﬁm:;g

Vareme beygelekh, bulkes un keks?
Un farbrengen gemitlexh bay muzik un bay Xortn Tumbala, wmbaa...

Un fayern "yontoyvim" bay emese tortn? Have the big shdls ever slaved at the airpont
B With an axe, a shovel or a crowbar?
Tumbala, tumbala, shpil geto-yidl... Maybe then they might give an eat 10 our moans

Tgi hobn ven ya'ales gearbet afn aerodrom How us poar folk ave ail these quessions.
Mit a hak, mit a lopete oder mit a lom? Tumbala, tumbala . . .

Efsher voltn gey farshtanen e ' needs ; —
Fa.r vos d o Who needs concerts when great are our somows
i oreme mase shtelt (azelkhe shayles hunger wies In s
-~ : - Far better we all have soup in our bowis
Tunmbala, tumbalaé, shpil geto-yidl... And you stop with your ritzy camivals.

Ver darf di Kkontsertn, ven der troyer iz groys

Un 8'pishtshet der hunger :in dem orfen hoyz?

Farzorgt zey beser mit "ydshnik" a teler Kovng ghetto. circa 1942
Un hert oyf tsu praven do ya'alishe beler...

VIPRIANK WED WY
1PHIX T YT P ENN LIS
WOE IS ME
My shoes they a2re shot,
APTIVE TV T TR T VMR and my coilar, alas,
e amp Y M Has been ripped from my coat.
ATTIVXAR TR 1P DR DN T I'm freezing my 3ass.
SIS INT PR UM Dance, dance, come dance a bit with me.
" IND PND paND Oh you miserable cold winds,
- ’ ) L4 M ] v
110 v Yoyoan You're from Siberia, I see.
AWIPOUING YOI NN N Yellow passes, pink passes,
120 N2 T v TR Every color under heaven.

When can I bdring Zlate my wife
back home once more? How soon?

QDY Y Y Yoy
! ) Dance, dance, come dasnce with me a bit.

TN YYER .
N You got. a yellow pass
el bl il I'l) marry you in a minute.
NTa Y OYAN T Y e
PIRD VIRV, PISV Centimeters of bread,
PR vm YmIN 8ecimeters of wood,
APV 1901 B WOND Furnished by the Judeunrat,

The Getto Judenrat.
Dance, dance, come dance yith.me.a. bit,

You @t a yellow pass,
APUPINDIID AR DY I'1T marry you in's minute.
APYT 108 YoNn : ‘ :
LORIITY DT UNINTING IR ONT :
R UV PR DT ﬂ_‘nwjaa-ta (Vilns (.h:lv)

PIRV ,PINV JPIRD
70 v POYTIN
¥ 19V B YUDRD @

YT U NN TR AND

ST WA TUINN PR 2NN
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PERETZ OPOCTIYNSKI;
SMUGGLING IN TIIE WARSAW GHETIO), 1941

Koila dlley [ Koz'a]

The ghetto wall cuts across Franciszkafska Street right at Koila
Alley. From the distance you don't see it; only when you stand at
the curner of the alley does it become visible, and then in its en-
tirety, as it is. It is an alley, narrow and small, with

' antiquated buildings, courtyards]  twisting en-
tryways, and wmbledown stairways. Here and there, a narrow
many-windowed fivesiory house shoots up between two antiquated
buildings, a sign that small fais had been here, working people,
artisans, and street-vendors.

These forlorn, upreuring buildings, squeczed in between the
antiquated little houses, destroy the symmetry of the alley and give
an impression ol something chaotic, This 2 neglected and
disregarded even before the war. . . . ftijhberhosd wio

in front of every house is a dense mass of fruit and vegetable
carts and food stands. The food stands are small. On a chair or a
small table a2 woman sets out a few small sacks of two or three kilo-
grams of rye, =azrse, and “ration” Bour; or groats, millet, and barley.
Other types of food, like beans and white flour; arg not usually
seen[?] on these stands, but can be had in the stores. The
are of course a little cheaper than in other streets; after all, it

Koila Alley. Still, they are dear enough for a great part of Warsaw
Jews, whom the ghetto has robbed of their livelihood and left with
idle, useless hands and whose only possibility for sustaining a bare
existence is by selling. litde by lictle, their clothes and household
eflects atfhe poor man's flea market.}>

The booths, stands, and carts block the street. Every booth is
besieged not so much by customers as by thase who want 1o buy,
but don’t have the wherewithal. The volume of business is large,
but negligible in weighy. Rare the Fousewifs who buys a whole ko
of potatoes, beets, or carrots. People buy ten decagrams or less.
Peuple buy a single apple, and anyone whe buys a quarter kilogram
is 2 male or featale ST/, People come o find out how high the
market stands today, if prices have failen. They swallow their morti-
fication and leave with a searing pain of shame that they are penni.
less. . ..

o

The traffic of lhe the distinctive means of locomotion of
the Warsaw ghetto, which . (D was taken from as far away as
the Japunese and Chinese. The rickshaw is a big help in Koila
Alley, not so much because now there are no droshkies and wagons,
since the Germans confiscated the Jewish drivers’ horses—that would
still not be intolerable. The Warsaw Jewish porter, you may be
sure, can carry a fine load of flour on his back. But what's the use
if yeu don't dare do it in the open? For the Gestapo agent’s eye is
on the Jookout. With the rickshaw, it's another story. The Jews have
perfected the rickshaw in ways the Chinese nev of. Under

oy . g P - :
wg‘, \;5m’ P RN TR — N DR OSENE T L LRSW T ..ol 222 Tthe seal is 2 space where you can stow a few bundles of flour, and sit

‘(‘

O e J'eus’ e “Taber aabonpylists ™
whe area't eambarragges 10 toke from

W‘\Omw M B

Perec OPOCZYIISKI, born in 1892 Into an Orthodox family, was 2
shoemaker, writer, poet, and party member of the Zionist soclalist
Po'alei Zion. In the Ghetto, he worked as a postman, and wrote art-
cles for the underground press. He died in January 1943.

Blvmoathol: Waed Hargu, hout secvpied HWariaw,
net "\['7 M thﬂo “T

&




L

*

"

s D YFIENTR TP UK Sym SUUSEE TRE o D¥EITTE D TP 0T

N R Tl X2 A L i cynerse EUR
; - R Bk T

U T =R TE SCEPIRY T B [ive] cen wiw vl TPSE
o 1ySEsETY WP (PP CEN PN CTLRDEE R BTN 2T e e
T AP TP AW, T SREPRIERSR TR ERPER BT SCYIMIND
mew SPY™SB [FnmM] T PIE YTPYY TR SNSRI TY CppbM MO
A TR YOED 5P (F5ImI TR 8 0P B0s NESES T PI5uN
S5O D PP ¥ED =pSamngy TEN ST ¥ LSRCE AR e B B0
't : & =yl

{8 WENDARENT ' 1 WS CYT SCUSINS P IETK ok A
#D WETP BT FPTA T R WM {IME WM OFT YEUYIRE DFPR T
VAT TYSE PSSP 5D 20 IR DI AT R SOTHFPIED TFI

e pTE Ay T ESTR s porrgn ™ [sn cwn e ]
pra)] T Cpgn ore tn oz Tl [em Yee] Wt oyw SN byegd
(2 ¥] i ox new ooy {pe] e e

Cymgn M) TINE LLEENE TWEP) DR MWD TR R ¥ O 203
Bo AW PRS FW DD TP JSEN DY I TR TP SN pONEE WD
OR SEENPS'E TN TE DR 4TORNOMIE WD) OER atwe % v
S TR TP BT T3 MRS S0P (P IR NI T 20N JR T INERS
gD BN DR DEN MR PP (I PTRIT SN W [§P 29TV BEY pKS

BININD PR YT

O 59 BT [VSEISECY ™ BNEINED DT LD SXzY W
DY DEY 1 PN LNIEW 270 PI0 M IVEY LOZVK (W 37NN B
A PR BIMD DR M [ — TR N1 “PO1 k' IFER D5 YIRD
“ PR YD D DRI [EMD K YD ILMT “DW™, V3 ,iCY ¥ "D
WD B0 PYH IPTE ITEP (YROT 1 1E50 (Th NOME DT {0 WO
OYIB - BPTRLY p0hb Jrp 12gh voyn a5 tymp MRS
S\wyy DS 'R 2P ST W IOW TR {SCONINE DB UNS D7 (R ANED

OV 1D D'C JYSness 1D SoMpd Opik — NWN2 18,02 PO it

o030 IR (YD TRXE SRS B R WIY PR Spspogs Wn
SPEZAEDED FOIMEYI 1T R DUETI R TRW POR DD O S¥T (ENED
FUTE peSPEONS 3 EUUI SPSITD DDIPRD SIS PN RIS IR BRES
ApEyBer BED NP ¥ NSO T ENOE VR PN APY WRDREYEI W IR
SUSYE B0S DRD R ITPERIE USR TR OOF BINIMET TR SR
Syn DS B BT IETET 2 LR PR N ENW — (SPNPITE 0
VLRI,

A5 PRS TV IPWT 4T D OWRYT N RSN S W BN RIS
IO (TR DD KDY PSSR W TRSK ek Pk WP TN WD
S g RO WD W ISP — 1EPRT OYOTD LT OIS COF ERID T
g ISEES™R PNSD SRTEDY TR IPSOIED ¥ 0Ed PO B (WRTa
. poyepp

<— towmpd onb MEIC3 D

At CED LIPS FTET) T P RIS EIRicy DY OPENID £¥S
PIET JSEMD T UM OWINA T IR ONFXTR YT SR LECTW D IS
wpsp® 1B TP (PIER) EEIUR T OPVSSED SCUBFIES DYSE DY W7 R
v BB SPEYIBE T 1USD, Rovs OFT P SOTT O¥T FEENE T W LETE
ponl 372 B EPRE C¥T MR SCIMEID UR OO OFTI IR pIyR
SHD TR TS AT FPUIET T ESEITRD YN 4CTD, WE T URE I3
ST TEEE [T YT TEE IUSI 2EU) DUIIUENR TP YRR R i Y
Dk DEUET ZEOND UE SKTET S2 SRE TUR W WSNme 0% Tee ~TH
R DYDRB SRIEFNTAY IR GF WSFT'I DY PR Seme YT o
v w3 IR TP IR SFSITHS CERSEITR W ORI P L
S SIRpTeRE SPISEM R NTEN SFONT T DR ANITRS Pt b -t
ANBET EPPUEITR T LCEUSSEREI T TN TRV papsnSe et vt
can SwoE SEU3 DT FT ¥ oSMM CEM R SeteneniRe WU D
sapmz CEOR EUIWSPIESUR TP OGRE SYSPnT § Tyewmt T Wy
SURmOPINT TE PEURR ETS Stn (T N DPTEURIN OUSTFT 08 SN

up there on the plush seat as innocent as you please: I'm just taking
a little ride.

But not everyone who carries food from Koila Alley uses a
rickshaw. Must go on foot, amd indced thesc arc the mainstay of
Koila, the receivers and their helpers, | They can’t
afford rickshaws; their rickshaws are their own backs onto which
they often load three or four bags of flour, groats, and other sorts of
food at one time. A bag may weigh fifteen kilograms(yet off they go. ?

The market at the corner of Koila Alley, the congestion ainong the
vegetable buyers, and the rickshaws Ulock the way for the “stroller”
and other buyers at Koila. Each stride brings curses from the crowd.
{The ';mer" who hears these curses) hurries. He sweats and panis

and tries [to get rid] of his bundles as soon a3 possible, because a
Gestapo agent [is around] and has rerrified him.

The movement and the danger [are] not so great all through
the day, for the smuggler doesn’t want to and can't keep the goods
in storage; he must get the goods off his hands as quickly as pos-
sible. Just as feverishly and hurriedly as it is smuggled into his
house, so quickly must he get it out. Only then can he relax, with
no evidence to incriminate him.

Nighttime Smuggling

Nighttime smuggling supplies the smugglers’ shops with plenty of
everything: vegetables and fruit, groceries, meat and poultry” ,
honey, and whatever one’s heart desires. Even good drink, too. The
city needs to eat in the morning, the “strollers” need a whole day for
their work. At five o'clock summer mornings you can se¢ them
hauling bags of food, sacks of potatocs, cans of milk. Their faces
fresh, washed by the morning, these le hav i k- j
i 1, and the feeli

e who eat_their 6l

Ien

Nighttime smuggling is only a part of all the {
cannot supply the ghetto with everything it requires in the few
night hours, especially in summer, when the smuggler never gets
the goods he ordered at the specified time. When you ask the smug-
gler if he will have such and such provision later, he will always
answer: I don’t know, if they get it over to me, I'll have it. Every-
thing depends on when they can pass it over from there.

Nighttime the smuggli by way of the rooftops, through
tight openings, through cellars, and even over the ghetto wall itself.
in short; wherever possible. Daytime, in contrast, it goes much more
simply, although not without dodges and very often with inventive-
ness, a Jewish head.As the Mishna has it: “He who sees 3 place
where miracles happened to Isracl. . . ." >

Koila Alley has scveral even-numtated houses in which non-
Jews live, but whose entrances and gates have beeit welled up. Their
entrances are on the other side, on Freta Street, that i’M
ghetto. Ouly the windows of some apartments look out on Kotla®
“Ihis is indeed a blessing not only for the few non-Jews who occu
for the Jews.JAnd feCs be honest, not-
¢ Jews of Koila Alley, for the smugglers, but for all the

Jews in Warsaw. Smuggling, w be sure, is basically a dirty business,
a2 nouse on the neck of the hungcr-swollcn consumer, but, neverthe-
less, under the terrible conditions of the great prison into which
Warsaw Jews have been corralled, the ghetto walls, it is the only
salvation for the surviving remnants. Who knows, some day perhaps
we ought 10 erect a shapumient Lo the smuggler for his risks, because
consequently he thereby saved a good part of Jewish Warsaw from
starving to death. __g_d_._a'__‘_'b_"‘_a"."i"_l
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Grated Windows

The windows of the non-jewish apariments were secured from top
to bottom with wire grating, supposedly to fence the building off
from the Jewish street. Actually the gratings are a good way 1o bring
off the smuggling. Inside, right at the grates, the Gentile ‘i‘n‘serts a
wooden trough, the kind you see in the mills. The trougtrtcac hesf§
through the grating, and when the Gentile pours a sack of rye into
it, the ryc drains through the grating right into the sack in the
hands of the Jewish smuggler of Koila Alley. In a wink the sack is
full, and Meyer Bomke, the tall porter, with shoulders like a
Russian peasant, whisks it on his back like a feather and vanishes, as
he must.

Cereal, millet, granulated sugar,[?} and other foods are smug-
gled the same way. Only flour is smuggled in paper bags . . .
through upstairs windows. From above, the Polish smuggler lowers
a rope to the sidewalk. There the Jewish smuggler ties the paper
bags to the rope. The Pole hoists the rope with the paper bags, flls
them with flour, then lowers the rope with single bags of flour,
which are [promptly] seized by the smugglers who spirit them away.
In order not to cut his hands, the Pole wears heavy cotion gioves,
through which the rope slides smoothly.

When the time comes 10 Jower the merchandise, the ground-
floor windows are besieged. Around the smugglers are their wives,
their sons and daughters, porters[d: talking 10 the Poles. But only
those can buy who are entitled, according 1o the smugglers.

Often you can hear one smuggler arguing with another au the
“non- Jewish” window: * Jakie, ratl You stinker! The devil 1ake youl
You won't get near that window again! I swear, I'll fix you goodt”

“Meyer, shove offt Hurry up. Look how he works.”

“Mendel, blazes take you, why ace you standing there![?] Here,
take this to the market.”

. . . People scramble for merchandise and the smuggied goods
are quickly removed. A heave, a shove, a yank, and the merchandise
is stowed away in the half-closed dark stores. . . . Broad-shouldered

~women, red-cheeked, with calloused hands{?] wink nervously, keep-
ing a lookout to the end of the alley, where it mects Franciszkaiska,
10 see if someone is coming, driving, riding. And suddenly the air
lis pierced by a hoarse warning scream: *'Passover|” 4

| The warning is picked up on all sides and {all] doors are
slammed shut and bolted. Padlocks are hung up outside. Some of the
smugglers remain inside, others go out to keep watch. They lean
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against the store, as if to say they have nothing better to do. The

Poles above speedily hoist up the ropes, and Koila becomes quiet.
The atmosphere grows more” @F&nlidpalion. The smuggling
routine has ground 1o 2 halt.

18, One of dozens u(ﬁ‘lﬂ; yords of w:nmin‘)mually Hebrew, used by the Jews
in the ghettos and labos camps.
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For it is “Passover.” Some non-Jew with a briefcase has turaed
up. No one knows who he is, but probably be is a police agent, So
they wait. When the Pole upstairs, too impatient 1o wait, has the
nerve 10 lower the rope again, shouting to the Jews below: “There
is no more Passover,” they send up a warning with the contemptuons
manner of the more experi e v jis still around.”
Tie Poles deliver milk to Kotla Alley at about seven in the
morning, elsewhere siill earlier. Large tin cans of standard liter
capacity are set outside the windows of the ground-lloor apartments.
A thick hose equipped with 2 measuring device is passed through
the wire mesh of the grates. One turn of the faucet and out pours a
white stream of rich milk, difusing the aroma of cow sheds, and
quickly fills the cans. Even more quickly it is dispatched from the
window into the stores, where milkmen and women are already
waiting with containers 1o deliver the milk home 1o their customers.

Berl the Souse

The Jewish smugglers, veceivers of the muk, are p_rovided with
tasers to see if the milk is pure, unadulterated, but thal for
themiselves. They don't care if the customers are fooled, in fact

manage to somechow, because, after all, it's not a mattey of justice,
and a drink.

but a mater of profit] ], a plump drumstick or gizzard,
w a_man like Mr. Be Indeed, this Mr. Berl has

prepared the cans in his place in such a way that they contain a
goodly quantity of water mixed with a sort of white froth, and
that's the way he does business. When a woman comes (o the window
and insists on buying the milk as it flows directly from the Pole’s
hose, to be sure of its purity, he argues that it will cost her six
zlotys. But just let her hesitate a moment, and the hose will fill
Berl's can. Then he says, “Now, you can have it for five zlotys.”

The accounting is quite simple.

Actually we've run ahead of ourselves. The work plan or, more
accurately, the daily smuggling plan begins not with mi with
vegetables. Not everybody can buy bread, but 2 beet, on the other

nd, a potato, or carrot, are precious foods in wartime, much in
demand.
squat man with round red cheek:dike Simhat
Torah appiesyand doughy hands stuck in his pants pockets, starts
selling at dawn: smuggled potatocs, greens, and also egps, creamery
butter, honey, and sometimes also non-kosher fats.
with a big backside, fleshy lips, and pufly beringed fingers, st2nd
at the scales; time and again she lifts a bag of Aour and asks this
one and that one what he's buying, how much he pays, and giddap—
we're off again. If she doesn't like the price, she shouts in her man.
nish voice: “Beat it, phonies, we'll send You Kome with a
choleat ,. Too bad you can’t do with less than pure white four.”
Solly stands nearby on his stumpy legs, frowns, his squinty eyes
with¢his whitish brows dusted with flour summon up the sleepiness
of a baket)He keeps his hands in his pants pockets; the watch chain
over his well-filled vest gleams sumptuously, as if to say: Damn your
hides, you paupers! The hell Fll give you such flour for thau price.
Solly the Skirt knows what flour is. Afier all, he was a baker before

the war.

One of his six or eight parmerswho is two heads
\aller but has the same oaken shoulders, also stands around with

A -g( S‘\iglbﬁ.
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his hands in \he pockets of his lumber jacket and does nothing. He
just watches to see if the “capital” is growing. His people sit at the
counter, adding, figuring, and taking in moncy. The young man at
the till keeps track, and, at each transaction, he opens the drawer

crammed with paper money and closes it. The Polish moaney which

the Germans issued, with reproductio in_monument
and Piast’s portrait,'* lics piled up jn heaps like greasy uash piles.
Hundreds, five hundréds, and fifties, fifties, hfties—mountains. The
young fellow. with the shiny boots and the expensive cigarette in
his mouth after a good breakfast, shows contempt both for the
money and those who provide it. So much money is piled before
him, so much inflated paper, that he imagines he's not short of
money. Indeed he too has forgotten what people without money look
like, and he waits impatiently for the paupers 10 pay up, so he can
grab it fast.

Jzzy the Face has nothing to do. He hangs around the shop, his
floury visored cap down over his eyes, looking like a ferocious dog.
Also the third, fourth, and fifth partners are in the store. Qnce they
were well-to-do truckers, soli-dri fan Now they are
smugglers. One of them sits with one leg propped up on the counter,
munching a drumstick, a pickle for dessert, loftily eyeing the cus-
tomers. . . .

Only the women, the pariners’ wives, are nimble. They are
experts on eggs, butter, and all the other foods, and they are dying
for that big take. One complains to the other that for thirty zlotys
she cannot get anything for her children to cat, but of course ghe's
lying. She wants to make herself out to be a poor slob. Both women
know very well tha this is saf or the custo 't
*nvy her. Look, upon my word, even the top smugglers of the Koila
an't afford to spend more than thirty zlotys for breakfast, But of
lourse it's not true, because nowadays a kilo loaf of bread costs
wenty zlotys, and what about butter and milk and cheese and in-
Jeed a fresh egg, which a smuggler's child simply must have for
sreak fast—things that hundreds of thousands of Jewish children in
town see only in their delirious dreams. The wwenty-zloty loaf is a
sure guarantee that the smuggler’s children will have all those good
things. It also ensures Solly’s peace of mind and that of his partmers,
as well as the nervous helter-skelter of their wives.

Meanwhile, we're still at the start of the day, at the sale of

®

potatoes. Right away the sale of other foods will in and then
~pSuatR ppeps'e i comes the real hullabaljoo. You can never know, two ter
a miracle can happen—someone will start a rumor that the Germa
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are invading Russia. At dawn troops were seen marching over the
peice fluctuatong

19 The legendary peasant ancestor of the first dynasty of Polish dukes and kings.

bridge w Praga.*® That's enough. "I'he Gentile smugglers under-
stand such sensational news as well as their Jewish counterparts,
and prices suddenly soar. That's all they need. When_prices soar,
thin; t brisk in Koil is.a scran erchandise.
Every bag of food lowered from the Polish windows is instantly
seized in the pincerlike grip of the strong iron paws of the tough
Jewish porters, who grub the goods for the rich traders in the
markets. No one can compete with them.

Hundreds of Jews then throng the street, as on festivals in [ront

of the synagogue, portly, well-fed. Thc% make deals and talk poli-
tics. The sidewalk is thickly lictered with cigarette butts and stubs,
at a time when a cigarette costs o groszy. about ten 1 twelve times
the prewar price.

Peddlers circulate in the crowd with litde boxes of cukes, shout-
ing, “Come on, led's go, who'll 1ake a chance?” Numbers are drawn
from a small sack: sume lose and some even win a pastry. A couple
of smuggler lads besiege the cake peddlers and devour the cakes with
such insolent gasto, it is sickening to look at iheir greasy faces.

CA RNV AL

20. Suburh of Warsaw, an the cust bank of the Vistula.
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r.'iuccl singers and plamdmp in here in the hope of earning some:
“thing in this land of pleity, but who appreciates then? The fiddle
screeches, the singer sings: 1 don’t wauna give away my ration card,
1 wanna live a linde more.,” But it has no effect. This stireet comes
alive, starts 10 move and surge only when the whisper sprcads:
“Another quarwer, half a doty . . . wo . .. rye flour 2404 ..
‘Uhat's the prettiest music in the alley.
Who cares about the corpse, or rather the dying man wha has
chosen 1o lie duwn right if front of Sully's place and plans to die
right under the snugglers’ feet? On_ Osirowska, Wolyhiska, even on

Franciszkadska, and the Nalewki, the dgad lic _in the streets as
Thougl they were at hume. Jews arise in the morning, go out and
Enow they will find dead bodies there—one, two, five, ten; corpscs
of famine, the bloated dead who hungered through the war and,
hungering, atiained death, desired yet haied. But here in Koila
Alley? A squashed fly or a louse—who pays it heed?

The smugglers are in shiny boots and fine jackets. The cual
September sun gilds their pampered faces. They nibble on the
caramels and pastries which the sweews-peddlers bring them, and

L:I_ley never even hear the whir of the death-bullet as it whizzes b::.J

*Hey, boy, lookit! Auntie’s comingl™

He means a red-head, one of the "swrollers.” It is mine,
ten o'clock in the morning. The food smuggling is in full swing.
The strollers stuff their knapsacks with the plenty of Koila Alley
and carry it lo the bakers. The strollers carn twenty, at most thirty,
groszy on ¢each kilo of food, and they have to Jug many loads. Some
make dozens of trips daily to the alley for (resh food supplies. They
have wives and children, they work hard, walk a lot, carry many
loads, want to eat, indeed, must eat. For bread and potatoes alone
they need fifty zlotys a day, if not a whole hundred. Without them
(the smuggler would be] helpless. The smuggler knows it, but he
likes 10 make a living 100, no less than anyone else who has hired
hands.

Basha, a !l girl with big feet, sirides like a boy, and zips
across the street with the sacks of flour like a demon. One-iwo and
she’s there and back with an empty knapsack and a handful of paper
money. Before you look around, she’s out and back inside agzin and
so on continuously. Not stower than Basha is{old ZeligJa man in
his seventies, from childhood accustomed to lugging loads. . . . He
also comes to the alley sometimes twenty times a day.

Not all strollers have the same luck. There are some women
strollers who can barely manage to drag their swollen legs. They
have to plead for eight or ten kilos of flour at one time, and the
smugyplers regard them as nuisances they can’t get rid of. They do
them a favor and throw them a few kilos of flour, as though it were
a despised handout 1o these pesky recipients, but this is juse for
appearances” sake. At bottom they know how to appreciate the value
of every stroller[?] because he helps them quickly to unload the
forbidden fruit, to avoid tangling with a siray gendarme, a Polish
policeman or a Junak.®

Yesterday there was a pretty piece of business, Righe after a
good deal on all sides, the Germans appeared unexpectedly at
night—different Germans who had not been “fixed,” and they did
a real piece of mischief. They confiscated food worth tens of thou-
sunds of zlotys wud, besides, ILwust 2 forkuat 1o get off with only the
lusses. During the tumule three boundary guards [2l} from the roof
and were killed on the spot. Well, after all, they do TWE*&m\

boundary money.

11, Auvaliary police,
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The sysiem of boundary money is a complicated one, reminis-
cent of the wide range of instrumenialities through which circular.
ing and profit-secking capital has at all times tried to benefit and

under all circumstances to insure its income. There are Polish and
Eewish boundary men, The Poles smuggle the merchandise, brought

y Christian suppliers to the Jews. The Jewish boundary men
deliver 1o the Jewish smugglers on the Jewish side. The boundary
men keep accounts thereby, how many tons of provisions are smug-
gled in, and for every kilo they get a percentage. The bouadary
men have their own people who watch the buying and selling and
make sure they won't be cheated,

The boundary men have 2 hard lot. Standing on the roof means
they are always in mortal danger. But what won't a Jew do 10 earn
his bread?
barrowmen who cart away vegetabl it and th ive
Qi it. Outside every smuggler shop are always a couple of porters
who grab the lowered bags of flour, sacks of grain and other pro-
visions and deliver them to their designated places. Besides their
regular earnings, the poriers have staked out a new claim—a pack-
age fee on every sack of food thac leaves Koila Alley.

At the corner of Franciszkaiska stands a
stolid personage in a Polish-peasant hat with a lacquered visor that
he wears at rakish angle, ready to spring on anyone carrying a
package:

“Stopl” he hisses, “Don’t be bashful, uncle, hand over fifty for
a package fee.”

“Mec—fifty?” replies the passerby, trying to look innocent.

“Yeah, Gfty and make it quick"

The other gives in. Otherwise Zelig the Paw lets him bave the
feel of a real paw so that he sees stars. Against such an argument
all pleas are useless, so he cries aml pays.

Noon Rest in Koila Alley

At noon everything quicts down in Kotla. All the supplies of smug-
gled provisions have already been sold. The porters sit on the shop
sieps, the smugglers take a nap on the counters in the empty stores,
and Koila Alley vests, preparing itself for the afternoon smuggling,
which starts at about four or five.

You never know if the afternoon prices will be the same as the
morning prices. This you can tell only when they lower the supplies
through the windows. In the courage of the first smuggler who
carries off his bags of flour, of the porter and the boundary men,
the entire alley [senses] the change on the bourse and, like a sudden
wind across a wheat field on a hot summer day, a murmur gusts
through the street: “Higher.”

Not only the barrowmen, porters, strollers, milkmen, and
boundary men live off the alley. ‘Thousands of grocery stores live

partly off it, naturally raising their prices. Last but not least, Koila
Alley supports tens of thousands of Jews who even with money in

elr €t Wo ie of hunger if the alley did not serve as their
gran

Time wili tell.

Whoever will endure, whoever will survive the diseases that
range in the ghetto because of the dreadful congestion, the flth and
uncleanness, because of having 1o sell your last shirt for half a loaf
of bread, whoever will be that hero, will tell the terrible story of a
generation and an age when human life was reduced o the subsis-
tence of abandoned dogs in a desolate city.

Traas. Luey Pawidowicz,
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HENRYEA I.A.ZI.WERT: THE LITTLE SMUGGLER

Over the wall, through holes, and past the guard,
Through the wires, ruins, and fences,

Plucky, hungry, and determined

I sneak through, dart like a cat.

At noon, at night, at dawn,

In snowstorm, cold or heat,

A hundred time{Ixisk my life
And put my head on the line,

Under my arm a gunny sack,
Tatters on my back,

On nimble young feet,
With endless fear in my heart.

But one must endure it all,

One must bear it all,

So that tomorrow morning ; 2ashwo
7 The fine folk can eat their fill. s“(.\ 'r,-}e,‘\""

Over the wall, through holes and bricks,
At night, at dawn, at noon,

Plucky, hungry, artful,

I move silently like a shadow.

And if the hand of destiny

Should seize me in the game,

That's a common trick of life.

You, mother, do not wait up for me.
—_—

I will return no more to you,

My voice will not be heard from afar.
The dust of the street will bury

‘The lost fate of a child.

And only one request
Will stiffen on my lips: \ o Aye-

Vo, EioThEE NS who
Will bring your bread tomorrow?

10, was a poet and f§
ENRYKA LAZOWERTOWNA, born in 1919,
E:ber of the Polish Writess Association (ZLP). In thl;e Gl;e;t:;
1e worked with the Jewish Self-Help society (JSS). She ﬂ::n bt ]
jother were murdered in the Treblinka death camp in the

rer of 1942,
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January 7, 1942
“Whatever is on land is also in the sea.”” That is true of the ghetto, on the one
hand, and of all nature, on the other. Everything found in the wide world of
nature is.found on a small scale in the narrow, confined ghetto. There is penury
and poverty and, in contrast, wealth and plenty. The Nazi overlord acts according
to this rule: whoever makes the great equal the small misses the mark. The means
of destruction do not have a uniform effect throughout all ranks of the ghetto.
There is a certain percentage of ghetto residents who become wealthy and have
secured a life of sustenance, perhaps even a life of ease, and that is because they
trade on their brothers’ distress. There is one great principle of life: no one has a
misfortune that does not benefit someone else. The all-embracing restrictions that
most of the residents of the ghetto cannot tolerate have produced a full complement
of smugglers and practical men who risk their money and lives, amassing fortunes
that permit them to enjoy the pleasures of life. Two leeches suck our marrow: the
Nazi Jeech, the elite of the elites and the primum mobile, the first “father” in
setting up the machinery to make us perish and suck our blood; and its spawn—
the Jewish leech, bomn of contraband and price gouging. Despite draconian
measures, smuggling does not cease. Even the danger of death does not restrain
it. Rather, as those means become more severe and harsh, they drive up prices.
Every price rise increases the extent of the profits. That is in reference to the large-
M. scale smugglers who are in cahoots with the Nazis and share their spoils with
them. No eye oversees their misdeeds, and they have permission to set prices as

they see fit. Everything depends on their hard hearts and avid greed for wealth.

That is human nature: in a crisis the urge grows stronger: “Eat and drink, for

Isa. 22:13. tomormow we die!’”

The ranks for whom dollars are valued as pennies seek pleasure and pursue
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HERSZ WASSER

YIDDISH CULTURE ORGANIZATION “YIKOR",
Warsaw Ghetto, 1940—1942.

One of the important attainments in the period of the Ghetto was, undoubt-
edly, the appearance and the functioning of the Yiddish Culture Organi.
zation.

YTKOR was first created for quite practical purposes. namely, in order
10 introduce knowledge of Yiddish to the masses of employces in the
Jewish social institutions. Though it is true that managing the Jewish Social
Welfare (— Self-help) was partly entrusted to experienced and proven com-
munal workers who used to cooperate with Jewish folk-institutions for
many years prior to the war. it was. nevertheless. also true that in wartime.
the tone and the atmosphere were created by the thousands of employecs
who had been recruited without specification and without knowledge of the
problems of the Jew, his culture and the Yiddish language. Correspon-
dence in Polish. use of Polish as official language, Polish signs and notices
in Jewish folk-institutions — all this had been identified in most cases with
ignorance, disdain and ill will toward the common man and his needs,
and with luck of understanding — in the literary sense of this word — of
the Jewish masses. There was no question of devoted — let alone honest —
service 10 the common peopie. in conscquence. there was the danger of dis-
torting the socially-inspired direction in the operation of Jewish institutions.

This situation brought a number of communal workers to initiate a
struggie against the estrangement from Jewishness in the life of the Jew
in the Warsaw Ghetto.

As early as December 1940, i.e. onc month after the closing of the Ghetto,
there began a series of consultations among a number of communal workers
with a view to creating a committee for propagating Yiddish in the official
life of the Jew. Planned programs of activities included work among youth,
children (by way of Children-Corners!), House-Committees, Jewish public
institutions (Jewish Social Welfare, TOZ, CENTOS, the Jewish Community,
1.0.) with aid from writers, teachers, musicians. painters and the like. active
in Jewish Culture.

From the very start, during the first few months of the Committee’s ac-
tivity, it became clear that the purely mechanical approach will never suffice
to alter the atmosphere of Jewish public institutions; that the instrument of
language must be filled with cultural content. for only thus would it be
possible to create and maintain a climate of Yiddish language in ull sectors

3%

2.

Sclected Documents from the Warsaw Gherro Underground Archives

of Jewish life. Without finding meaning in Yiddish cultural work no one
will join the movement for Yiddish language; and it will remain 2 side-
show apart from Jewish life. Language, by itself. is a tie. but for erecting
an edifice of culture. elements for constructing a building are necessary.
Recognition of this led to transforming the “Committee for the Spreading
of Yiddish in Public Life” into the “Yiddish Culture Organization™ —
YIKOR. Its prominent progressive-cultural character lent to YIKOR sta-
bility and strength which enabled it to fulfil the responsible task of trans-
forming Jewish life. isoluted by necessity and force, into a complete and
fulfilled life of Yiddish.

The management of YIKOR consisted of Messrs. Mager, Menahem

‘Linder (creator and inspirer of YIKOR). Szachna Zagan, Dr. Emanuel

Ringelblum, Dr. Lipkowski, Benjamin Wirowski, Miss Sonia Nowogrodzka,
Dir. I. Giterman, Szaja Jejwinowicz, and Tsrael Lichtensztajn.
The many-sided and intensive activity of YIKOR found manifold ex-

pression in the Ghetto of Warsaw. Here, in a short review. are the most
important fields of its work:

t) Public Performances. Somewhere between 127 and 180 celebrations in
honor of Mendecle Mocher Sforim. with participation of approximately
25.thousand persons: this included 4 central conventions. with the remain-
der organized by people other than Committez members or by Youth
Committees. Also. almost 50 celebrations in honor of J. L. Peretz. connected
with the 26th anniversary of Sholem Aleichem: celebrations for Ber Boro-
chov (not from the political but rather from the cultural point of view):
performances of Abraham Reisen. and various single events. such as special
concert-matinees for the Purim-festival for refugee children.

Special instructions were issued for mass-performances. and appeals for
arranging evening-events in the house yards. Materials were issued also

for the entirc underground press papers. with numerous treatments of
Mendele and of Peretz.

2} Youth. Unfolding a wide cultural activity among youth had initially
met with considerable difficulty because of a shortage of suitable youthful
lecturers on Jewish subjects and in Yiddish. This was overcome through
creating an organization of graduates of CISZO, who provided the neces-
sary body of such youthful lecturers. As early as mid-41, special workshop-
seminars for youthful cultural workers were arranged with sociological,
historical and literary contents. [n courses and seminars, each participant
was assigned three Youth-House-Committees in which to repeat lectures
attended by him. Apart from these. weekly meetings were arranged on




@ Selected Documents from the Warsaw Ghetto Underground Archives :

Thursdays, with graduates. where problems of Yiddish cuiturai life were
discussed.

It merits mention herc. that the delegated Youth Committee which estab-
lished comtacts with the cxisting youth-institutions affiliated with YIGO.
fund through these. with the Youth Committees in the house-yards) has not
only fulfilled a pioneering task but did it above and beyond every expecta-
tion. Thanks to the youth-committees, the Warsaw Ghetto received with
hcart-felt sympathy every cultural performance, both central and local,
in spite of objective obstacles: and that the attitude to Yiddish culture
and language has become warm and active. .

3) Children. The attack upon assimilationist efforts concerning children.
went off along external and internal lines. Following the creation of YIKOR
and its initial success, a demand developed for Yiddish work in the Comers,
Boardinghouses and Children’s Kiichens.

In April, 1941, a “Section for Yiddish Culture” was created with
CENTOS. At the CENTOS courses for Corner-Teachers, lectures on Jewish
educational problems and on methodological instruction had already been
given in Yiddish, aimed at advising how to introduce Jewish content into
the work of Children’s Corners. Lessons in Yiddish were organized for the
Corner-Teachers and for pedagogical personnel. Puppet performances in
Yiddish, *Yitsik-Shmitzik”, with Chana Braz were held. as well as literary
mornings and conventions.

4) Culture For All. The popular university is one of the significant achieve-
ments of YIKOR: it attained fame through its many-faceted and bold treat-
ment of the most current Jewish problems. Lectures on Saturday mornings
would draw an audience of hundreds of young and adult intelligentsia
and workers to the large hall on Tlomackie 5. Among the lecturers were
Dr. L. Schiper, Dr. Ringelblum, Menahem Linder M.A., Rachel Auerbach.~
Dr. Giterman, Maze from Wilno, Benjamin Wirowski, and others. The
intent of these lectures was not just to deepen the interest in science. Jewish
history or sociology, but also to strengthen the sense of national dignity
and the will to offer resistance. Another activity (having far-reaching con-
sequences) was courses in Yiddish for everyone. Thousands of clerks,
workers among youth and outside people. passed the central and local
courses for the beginners and the advanced. Early in 1942, text-books in
Yiddish for elementary schools were printed with the support of YIKOR.
thus filling a considerable gap in this field. Signs “We Speak Yiddish™ were
hung in all institutions, giving expression to the active, positive attitude
toward our language. : i

XI. Resistance in its Several Forms

The need 10 step out into the open with a systematic and sustained action
led 10 the creation of a public agency for cultural work., In Sprin :K_.
a cell for nwmoamuwaam information was created in the Jewish moomm_ Go_..
fare, and Raturally, in its public sector led by Dr. Ringelblum.

d_o Social Culture Sector wag organized in 6 sections: one for each

a) A committee for Organizational problems:

b} " " public performances:

¢y " " " lectures;

d ~ ” " youth problems;

e) v " " children's problems:

n - " " finances.

<—.—n.0_~ .E:.oa_cn& discussion-evenings in the Winter 1942, on matsers
of critical import for Jewish existence. In these meetings, all actively in-

the discussions, consideration, elucidation or revision were undertaken of
every E.no_ommnﬁ program, opinion, or Weltanschauung concerned with
zﬁ. tragic encounter with Jewish realities, and with the eXtermination-
action, and each stand wag re-considered, revised or strengthened,

u.oao.or Kesmich ,ed. To Live with Boacr 2.4
Die with Hoa0r (Yo vaghem 1985) .

/
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Eslogy Read at o Commemorative Evening in Honosr of
Yisshak Meir Weissen 13 September 1943

possibly one thing only could still surprige ys, This would be mass-murder
in the place of systematic extermination. Hard ag it js to utter words such as
these, one has to say that for all those who perish of starvation, a swift and
violent death wouid certainly be a releage from the protracted terrihle
suffering of their dying agony, .

The proportions of life and death have radically chapged, Times were,
when life occupied the Primary place, when it was the main and cengry)
concern, while death was 3 side phenomenan, secondary to life, its termjng.
ton. Nowadays, death rules in ] its majesty; while life bardly glows unger

ou.a,a.onon& om&or&w:umwggsoqg?vrw&o_on&
existence,

o&wnaowu»anmosaﬁ&Srom.nnﬂnn.aqnnonumgnmensm
organic community which had and preserved a human image in spite of the
Degative and dark sides. We used ¢ seek education; we used to strive and to
create in every province of life; we used o enrich life. We used to yearn for

To sum up - we were human and whatever was human attracted and
excited us. How s it nowadays? ~ How suppressed, how disgraced and
miserable are we now!

Yet, we wish to live On, to continue as free and creative men. This wijl be
our test. If, under the thick ayer of ashes our life js not extinguished, this
will prove a triumph of the human over the inhuman and that oyr will to

|
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The cultural assemblies, the first of which we attend this evening, are
meant to be one of the proofs of our vigorous instinct for life. They are
supposed to remind us of our past and to stimulate us for a better future.
They should recall to us that we used to occupy a place higher than the
Gypsies or any of the wild tribes of Africa, And they must arouse in us a
renewed intellectual effort and creativity. They must not let us slide into the
eternal sleep. I believe in Jewish youth. I believe that they, on whom the war
has had such a tragic impact (for they did not yet enjoy the fruits of life,

having been deprived of any benefit of school, of science, of literature, of
theatre or other human achievements in spiritual or materid ficlds) - to say
L - s . nothing of physical miseries, of starvation and death ~ I believe _."_..»ﬁ this

_ D BT DO JYYI T B8 S0 13 1105 youth will enthusiastically accept our initiative and will find in these

YWOW T PWY W mE 1l wreys o M PR TR Y . .. .
WIEY3 DI T 1K DM 1R e assemblies 2 new strength to invigorate themselves and preserve their
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£P83 WA POV DY RS 1T W LA 1T DY IR LI5pD DY though borg by themselves, who grow like a flower in an untilled fild. In
“IBD P WNPI 2O IRD N N30 8 IR IDPENMIOMR T P WIS this respect, he reminds us of the Russian author Gorky, who also grew out
of an environment devoid of understanding for culture or literature. Artists
such as these are evidence of the life-forces of of his eternal drive
ight and of his inner creative thrust. These forces sprout
unexpectedly, spring up like a hidden source from under the earth,

May the memory of Weissenberg be a symbol of our vital forces which
shall, in defiance of any restrictions and stone walls, flow forth unseen until
they burst out of hiding in a free world and spread in joy and jubilation all
over the field of our life. .

Hear, O Jewish Youth! Maybe among you, here in this hall, there is, there
are potential Weissenbergs. Do not lose courage! Keep strong and gather
power, pick up strength to withstand until the sun shines for all children of

the earth without distinction. Then, at that hour, Weissenbergs will appear
anew among us, along with other creators. At that hour, we shall honour
and celebrate not only the memory of deceased writers, but also the fame
and excellence of the living, creating young Jewish artists in every field of
culture and of civilization.
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FIRST CONCERT IN THE GHETTO

Today1received a formal invitation from a founding group of Jewish artists in the
ghetto announcing that the first evening of the local artistic circle will be held on

-~ -

Sunday, January 18, in the auditorium of the Real Gymnasium at Rudnicka 6. A
dramatic and vocal musical program will be presented.

1 felt offended, personally offended, about this whole thing, let alone the fes-
tive evening. In every ghetto you can amuse yourself; cultivating artis certainlya
good deed. But here, in the doleful situation of the Vilna Ghetto, in the shadow of
Ponar, where, of the 76,000 Vilna Jews, only 15,000 remain—here, at this mo-

‘ment, thisisa disgrace.

An offense to all our feelings.

But as we know, the real initiators of the evening are the Jewish police. Fur-
thermore, important guests, Germans, will come to the concert. Lyuba Lewicka,
the brilliant Jewish singer, is even trying to have some German songs “on hand.”

In case, God forbid, a German will ask for them! . . .

You don’ atheaterina .

The organized Jewish labor mov[ement]*%? had decided to respond to the in-

vitation with mazg one of them will go to the “crows’ concert.” But the
streets of the ghetto are to be strewn with leaflets:

about today’s concert:

YOU DON'T MAKE THEATER

IN A GRAVEYARD

In this atmosphere, the ghetto will bury its victim—Daniel Jochelson. The po-
lice and the artists, along with the Germans, will amuse themselves, and the
Vilna Ghetto will mourn. . . .
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ABOUT THE FIRST CONCERT IN THE GHETTO
The concert we have already written about is over. In general, itwas a success.
The singers Lewicka, Rechtig, and {Shabse} Blacher™ took partin the concert.
geventy percent of those gathered in the auditorium were Jewish policemen,
their wives, and their children; the restwere all brands of Zionists, Judenratmem-

Ev_aiﬂanc:oﬁsm.
?aﬂ&ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&agﬁﬁa&ngomg%wm& madea colossal

JANUARY 20 [1942]

ASSOCIATION OF WRITERS AND ARTISTS
This Sunday in the ghetto, an association of Jewish writers, authors, and artists
was created. So far, 20 WTITETS, 22 stage artists, aB:&ntmu_aEna,uuao

PRl

..

Eﬁag&oﬁo&&n association, and there is also a list of 15 families of writ-
ers and artists who were taken away.

Qm%omgmngumoﬁs i oE:E&&nnunnnFnsnBugas
artistic creation inthe : to put together a chronicle of Jewish
Writers, artists, and intellectuals who were taken off; to collectwotks abandoned
wwn.oaas.woioﬂswnuomu gnswavﬁaﬁwsaamonmmgﬁn artistic al-
manag from the ghetto.

The following were elected to the leadership of the association: Kalman([o-
wicz], Herman [Kruk], [Yankev] Gerstein,12° [Shabse] plachfer], [Abraham] \ x-
Sutz[kever], [Hersh] Gut[gestalt] and [Yankev] Sher.}*!

Fnﬁ&n%mﬂﬁo«&ﬁ%ﬂs&.ﬁ. conference in Viins, Enﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ%:.—n.:m&&
in the ghetto. More information about him is provided in later entries. For his biography, see
Teachers’ Memorial Book 1954:109-115; Lexicon 2:325—326.

121 >u85§98s§8n. who was later sentto 054%55_&8&? He died in 1944, For
his biography, see Teachers’ Memorial Bock 1954:430—431-
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Sunday the 27th of February't®
Today was an unusual day for me. In the last two
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weeks new elements generally Liave been added to my
f. ? 1ite. We, some fifteen of us, have begun w@g..-og In
u the ghetto, teacher M.{and comrade Mu.4%s are

e considered whether in general there
was & need for such an activity in the ghetto. We reach-
ed the conclusion that there was. Our work will entail
our being the vanguard of the other comrades. We need
— ——the rest with us. We need to concern ourselves
with social cooperation in the club and in school. At
the meetings we shall also train ourselves, because we
must prepare for the life that is in store for us. The
future will require dedicated people who will have to
guide the masses toward great renewal. Our first con-
dition for such a task is discipline and conspiracy. For
the first time I now sensed what it means to work in
secret. We have not yet become oriented but we are
adjusting to it. Until today we have been assembling in
secret. Once they locked us up in the dark in the club.

For today we prepared a celebration in honor of the
Red Anny’s 25th anniversary which fell on Tuesday
the 23rd. We secretly collected money among ourselves,
potatoes, beets for refreshments. Each one of us feels
the importance of the work, the great duties which
inspire us. At last we are having the celebration today.

, W still do not have a place. We agreed to meet in the
club. Our secretary, one of our own people, promised
to provide a place for us there. At the last moment we
transported ourselves to the house of an older comrade.
The conspiracy is great. Our fellows stand at the club
and at our comrade’s gate. We transport ourselves over
one by one. Finally out comes the salad; bread and
cookies are hrought as s present from the older com-
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1408 For the reference to the news about the illegal activity of

the ploneer organization (cf. note.1); the living spirit in this

K activity was (B teecher MireX(c/. nate 9), According to the
roide
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rades. And here we are sitting in a room. The people

in the room are of our own kind. On the table there
is a salad In the form of & star. Near it stands Stalin's
picture. The door is locked. M. also comes in
and & few more of our people pen the celebration.
I greet the festive gathering of the pioneers, dedicated
to the 25th anniversary of the Red Army, our favorite
whom we are awaiting anhd of whose victory we are
certain. The mood is an exalted one. I feel ourselves
uni with the are temporarily
severed. We sing Soviet songs. Comrades read essays

. about the Red Army, about its leaders, We now all live

passionately bound by our love for the Red Army, by
our love of Soviet Life. Teacher Op.2¢ reads his poems
written for the Soviets: “To the Red Tankman.” The
adults’ wish for us is that we ride on the victorious
red tanks over the liberated streets. They read Stalin’s
order of the day, under the slogan: “Desath to the con-
queror!” Thus, on the 27th of February, we pioneers
celebrate in a gay and intimate mood the 25th anni-
versary of the Red Army. We disperse one by one.
From our souls there bursts forth: “A flaming greet-
ing to the Red Army in honor of their new victories,
long live the Red Army!”

Sunday the 7Tth of March

In the club today we held the trial of Joseph Fla-
vius,117 a hero from the days of the destruction of the
second Temple,142 arranged by the Jew. history circle.
1 was a witness, Yokhanan of Gush Khalav,*® a famous
hero, & leader of the zealots. The trial was quite in-
teresting but it dragged on t0o long,
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141 “Op.” probably refers to “Opeskin.” It is written in full in

Eﬁoggu.s.gugﬁ.g_b
Di Goldene Eeyt, p. 53. For Opeskin, ¢f. note 56.

142 The Second Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the

Romans in 70 AD.

143 As mentioned here, Yoykhanan of Gush Kbalav was a leadsr

of the Zealots, a tighter against the Romang at the time of
the destruction of the Second Temple. He came from Gush
.Khalav in Galilee and defended the city against the Romens.

Wednesday the 10th of March

. ‘Spring is more and more evident in the ghetto, The
sun warms us. Near the walls grownups and children
are already standing in the sun. Children rajse their
pale little faces toward the sun. I am busy for days
at a time, In the morning at school, in the afternoon,
lessons. I keep busy with housework, towards evening
with meetings and at the club. At the p.14%: mestings we
now talk about the national question. We also obtained
8 digest of the Sov. communiqués of the winter of-
fensive. From them it has become clear to us that
the Soviets are marching courageously forward, have
occupied Stalingrad, Kharkov, Rostov, Kursk and doz-
ens of other points. The attack proceeds on the Don-
Caucasus sector. The Red Army has reached a point
50 km. from the Dnieper. The Red Army is also attack-
ing on the entire front and in the direction »f Vel[i]kie
Lukil® toward Rign. The Soviet Union is now collab.
orating with England against the common enemy, but
the Soviets stand stalwartly alone in the struggle.
They are bearing the entire war in the East on
their shoulders. Meanwhile we are meeting at a girl
comrade’s.

Work is now also being done at the club. We are
preparing a {Fehoash evening)I have written an essay,
“On Reading Yehoash in the Ghetto.” In the evenings we
prepare a magnificent exhibition with Friend Sutskever]
who is directing the work. Sutskever had brought
many valuable materials, manuscripts, books, photo-
graphs from the Yivo. We shall display this in & beau-
tiful Yehoash exhibition. We have also set up a beauti-
ful Yehoash newspaper. The preparations for the Ye-
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Hoe also warned the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem against the Jew-

1sh commander of Galiles, Joseph son of Mattathins (Flavius),

whom he oonsidered to be a traitor. Yoykhanan went to
Jerugalem with his adherents. There he and the other Zealot
ggagagggﬁﬁoaﬂﬂﬁ
conquered. The Romans condemned him to lifelong tmprison-
ment. Flavius writes about him in his book Wars snd Auto-
Yiography (Symcha Pletruseka, The Jewish Popular.Encyelo-
pedia [Montreal, 1843], II, p. 44).




ggﬁugougvéw«nﬁﬁpg.g today was also carried out in & grand manner. The
are interesting and will certainly bring good results. : dramatic circle presented Yehoash’s tableau, Squli4
. EB@ngamwﬁgEmsngonﬂagﬁF

on Yehoash the poet, on beauty, sound and color.

Thursday the 11th The mood of the celebration was an exalted one. It
I was at the club until late at night. We are preparing was indeed & holiday, a demonstration on behalf of
for the magnificent Yehoash evening. I do not get _ Yiddish lterature and culture,
enough sleep. "
137 Yehoash is the psedonym of Yehossh Shioyme Blumgarden
, (1870-1027), & distinguished Yiddish poet, noted particularly
' for the formsal beauty of his poetry and his nature descrip-
maggwﬁouﬂ.u”&ogw Hn.”h&ﬂﬂou as well as the open- tiona. His cycle of Poems Through Eﬁﬁaﬁﬂwﬂﬁ%
- - & collection of love poems, sounds ;
ing of the Yehoash exhibition!* took place in the club. nature music in Yiddish lterature.” Sutskever wrote a poem
The exhibition is exceptionally beautiful. The entire .
reading room in the club is filled with material. The in honor of the Yehoash celebrations in the Vilna gheito in
room is bright and clean. It is a delight to come into e 1o states g%@n%”ﬁﬁﬁaoﬂﬁﬁaﬂ Ghath
it. We are indebted for the exhibition to Friend Sutske- : make him one of the first Trepresentatives of romanticlam in
R BAECINLO 10 ENELLO TTOm the YIvo where ) Yiddish literature, In his dramatic fragments, such as Saul,
e works a t deal of material for the Yehoash ex- Mﬁgﬁnﬁaﬁmrung&nnggﬁhnsho&s
; classical tragedy. greatest achievement is probably his
hibiddon. ﬁg you enter the exhibition, you see the . o it prre L s i
uoﬂEEum ﬁagggaﬁ% #maw. Every- _ which he began as early as 1807 and continued until the end
things is arranged in such titul, fresh way. Every- _ of his lite (Reyzen, op. cit, [Vilns, 1928], I, pp. 12441253; -
thing is so cultural and full of warmth. People enter- Madison, op. cif., pp. 165-181; for a detalled discussion and
ing here forgot that this is the ghetto. Here in the oiﬁnmuamnwg.ugsgag.a.un.ga
Yehoash exhibition we have many valuable documents :  Feygln, “Yehoash's Yidishe Ibersstsung fun Tanskh” [Yeho-
which now are treasures: manuscripts from Peretz to ﬂﬂa %&mﬁw&g oS e u@E.,N__ Taulunft, May,
. 2 . , NO. 5, vol. xxxv, pp. 355-360; Harry Orlinsky, Yeho-
Yehoash, Yehoash’s original letters. We have rare news- ash’s Yiddish g_p%oﬂ of the Bible,” Journa! of Biblical
paper clippings. In the section — Bible translations into . Litergture [Philadelphia, 1041], LX, pp. 173-17%; of. also Ilya
Yiddish — we have old Bible translations into Yiddish ; Palkov, “Yehoash un sayn Tenakh Iberzetsung” [Yehoash
of the 17th century. Looking at the exhibition, at our and his Tanakh (Bible) Tranalation], Der Wecker, Juns, 1970,

work, our hearts swell with enthusiasm. We actually Ho, UsL T - ).

forget that we are in a dark ghetto. The celebration ., 144 Sutskever describes the project in these words: “In honor
of Yehoash, the Yiddish poet and translator of the Bible,

134 ' the lierary circle held a rich and colorful exhibition in the
- “auditorium of the youth club. For half a year T had been

bringing into the ghetto from the libraries and museums

in the city all the writings, pictures, lstters and manuscripts

- of the poet, as well as Yehoash's original letters ... in the

soction ‘Translations of the Bible into Yiddish’' there were

o&gggdﬁﬂosgﬁu..:g.ﬁo

many other cultural institutions in the ghettc, was secret

and ogal,_During the day the door was boarded up

2 Al POLUDAE o0uid not find the ant
#¢ wnly &% Blghiiall did the exhibition open.” (Abrabam Suts-
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Abraham Sutzkever

On the Anniversary of the Ghetto Theater

At of valifson !

I
. . . We walled ourselves in
And live apart.
From your freedom outside, do not smile at us,
Do not pity —

For us, even death can blossom into wonder.

How can we sit together

With you in one place?

Your hatred for us will poison you like mice,
Our wounds~love will heal.

As long as the outside is yours -

Ours is the ghetto, here we will Lie

And from God's heart, we will knead a redeemer
And polish a melody . . .

¥/
Perform, Jewish actors, in tatters and in walls,
Where life shrivels like hair that caught fire,
When red drops of your loved ones are seething on stones,
And the alleys convulse like half-slaughtered hens
And cannot arise, fly away, fee. . .
Perform, friends! Let us think: it’s a shtetl of yore,
They celebrate a wedding at an autumn graveyard
With Jewish singing and dancing light,
In a joyous circle around the bride and groom!
Perform! From your mouth, let Yiddish sound,
Pure and clean as the ghost of a slaughtered child,
Harsh and hoarse as the voice of our rifle and gunpowder,
Performing tomorrow

And you, melancholy fiddlers,

Who stole out at night

‘Into the lurking outside,

Shuffling past houses,

Evading patrols,

Creeping to your ruined old home

And digging up your fiddles

Planted before your march into the ghetto —

You play too!

Pluck out the deepest tones!

Let them carry above your bones

And stray far, where a Jew still shimmers. . .

Where a heart still trembles, waiting for good tidings.
Let them carry over fields, over front lines,

Pure and clean as the ghost of a slaughtered child,
Harsh and hoarse as the voice of our rifle and gunpowder,
Performing tomorrow

Over the rooftops. . .

Vilna Gbetto, December 31, 1942
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Kernels of Wheat

Caves, crack asunder.

Split open under my blow!
Before a bullet can get me—
I bring you a sack full of gifts.

Aged purposeful pages

Wwith purple on silver hair,

Words on parchment, created
Through thousands of torturous years.

Like a hen sheltering its chick—

I run with the Jewish word,
Rummaging in every courtyard,
So its spirit won't be extinguished.

stretch your arms into the bonfire
And rejoice: The main thing is this:
I still have Amsterdam, Worms,
Livorno, Madrid, and YIVO ...

Oh, how I am tormented by a sacred page
Tossed about in a smoky wind!

Secret songs are choking me:

Conceal us in your labyrinth.

I dig holes and plant manuscripts . . .
And when despair overwhelms me
My mind twms to Egypt, to

A story about kernels of wheat.

1 tell it to the stars:

Once upon a time, a king

Built his pyramid beside the Nile

So he could rule there after his death.

He ordered his servants

To pour wheat

Into his golden coffin—as a memorial
Of our earthly world.

Nine thousand years did suns

Rise and set in the desert

Before the kernels were discovered
In the pyramid.
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Nine thousand years had passed!

But when the kernels were planted,—

They bloomed in gardens

Of sunny stalks,

Maybe the words, too, will wait patiently

To see the light,

That predestined hour

When they, too, burst unexpectedly into flower,
And like the age-old seed
That unravelled itself in the stalk,—

So the words, too, will rourish,
And will belong

To the People in its eternal journey.

Vilna ghetto, March 1943

indavs dual
Teacher Mira® L'V“'T

With patches on our bodies, striped and parching,
They chase us in the ghetto, streets are marching,
Our buildings say farewell eternally,

Stone faces walk with us at each decree..-

Old people wearing tfillin like black crowns,
A calf walks with a village Jew in tow,

A woman drags a person by the nails,
Another pulls a bunch of wood on rails.

Among them walks a woman, Teacher Mira.

A child is in her arms —a golden lyre.

She clasps another child by his frail hand,

The students walk around her — trusting band.
erected

And as they get to Jew Street, there's a gate,
The wood still warm and raw, they huddle, wait.
And like a sluice for torrents of a flood,

It opens up and swallows in its blood.

They chase us over ruins, no bread, no light,
Bread is a book, a pencil shines so bright.
She gathers all her children on the floor,
Teacher Mira goes on teaching as before.
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She reads Sholem Aleichem's™ tale aloud,

A sparkle in their eyes, they laugh so proud.
She ties blue ribbons in the girls’ braids

And counts her treasures: hundred thirty heads.

And Teacher Mira, like the sun, at dawn
Awakes, waits for her children to go on.

They come. She counts. Oh, better not to count!
For overnight, some twenty were cut down.

Her skin, a windowpane in stains of dusk,

Mira must not reveal the darkness thus.

She bites her lip, of courage she will tell:

About Hirsh Lekert,?® how he fought and fell. .

And overnight, gray covered all the town,
And Teacher Mira's hair, her silver crown.
She seeks in cellars for her mother blind,
And seventeen more children she can’t find.

When sun dried up the blood, with branches green
She trimmed the orphaned room, so neat and clean:
— Gershteyn the teacher came and we shall sing,
Over the walls, our children’s choir will ring.

They sing: “Not far is spring.” But in the street,
Axes and bayonets smash, crush, and beat.

They drag from cellars, hidings, but the choir
Sings on “Not far is spring,” sings higher, higher.

They are but sixty, with no sister, mother,
Now Teacher Mira is one and the other.
A holiday approaches, little doves,

We shall prepare a play, a play she loves.

The féte —and only forty children left.
But each in a white shirt, each child bereft.
The stage is fresh, a garden in the sun,
A river you can swim in, you can run.

When Peretz's” third gift took all the bows,
The péril has cut down the rickety house.
People were caught by snatchers!? Save us, Heaven!

Of a hundred thirty, Mira remains with seven.

Till axes split her mind, she on her knees,

A flower, and her children — buzzing bees.
Gray is the flower, and the time is awesome. .
Tomorrow in the dew, again she'll blossom.

Vilna Gbetto, May 10, 1943
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- To leave you whh my wealth of tears.

Beneath the Whiteness of Your Stars

Beneath the whileness of your stars,
Stretch out toward me your white hand:
All my words are tumed 10 tears—
They long 1o rest within your hand,

‘See, their brilliant light goes darker
[n my cyes, grown ccllar-dinu

And | lack a quiet corner .
From which 10 send them back again. ‘

Yet, O Lord, all my desire—

In me. there burns an urgent fire,
And in the fire, there bum my days.

‘Rest; in every hole and cellar

Weeps, as might a murderer.

[ run the rooftops, even higher,

And 1 search—where are you? Where?

" Past stairs and courtyards { go running,
Chased by howling enemies. :
{ hang, at last, a broken bowstring,
And1 silig to you—like this:

Beneaih the whiteness of your stars,
Stretch gut toward me your white hand:
All my words are umed to tears—
They long to rest within your hand.

Vilna ghetto. May 22, 1943°

Lesnwrd Wolf
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the Jewish theatre orchestra in the Vilno ghetto,
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This song was first presented at the second public theatre performance in the Vilno ghetto in February, 1942, Words are
by Leyb Rozental (See note about author in Jkh Benk Aheym). Composer Misha Veksler (1907-1943), the conductor of

met his death during the liquidation of the ghetto in September, 1943,

Legb Rosental

Yisrolik

S0, you wanna buy some smokes?
Saccharin too I got.
These days the swff's going dirt cheap.
A life for just a groschen.
All day I don’t make squat—
You heard of the gheno-peddler? That's me.

T'm cailed Yisrolik,

The kid from the ghetto.
That's right, Yisrolik,

A happy-go-lucky guy..

[ end up with a big fat zero.
sdll [ can whistle |

And hawk a song any time.

A coat without a collar,

Shirt from a gunnysack,

Galoshes, yeah, but no sign of shoes—
Anyone laughs or snickers,

Anyone cracks a Joke, i

'l show them what's what and who's who.

I'm called Yisrolik. . . .

It ain't like [ was bom, say.

In a ditch or a guteer.

Once 1 had a regular mon: 'n dad.

But they both been dragged away.

Well, no use blubbering.

still, 1'm ke wind in the Sields, a nomad.

Yisolik, thar's me.

And when Do one can see,
1 wipe away

A ear or two,

But this sormow—
Better let it be.

Why make & case of it
And drag the heart so low?

Premiered tn the Vilna ghetto, Febroary 1942

2nl waurty




| _ _ Song 31

Foog Makh tsiidi eygelekh {Close Your Litele Eyes)
_ .u_na Inaish Shpigl (1906-1990)
Music: David Beyglman {1887 -1944)

J] ene

E i
qunﬁgnwog?gaaggrﬁgﬁngn?grs Evi-
es were 50 popular during this period that even
2 tender 82&?58&5&&8.8«&.559«_3.
incongruous. :

The destr of Mo 9..4 L..Ar..u Khavele.
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independent, and socialist Poland in a voluntary federation of a
socialist republic of Europe. . . .
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EVALUATING THE GHETTO:
INTERVIEWS IN WARSAW, 1041

Hillel Zeitlin

Q: Do you see any positive factors in the ghetto?

Unfortunately I see only negative ones: hunger, epidemics, mass
mortality, The area of culture is precisely where something positive
could be created. Within_the ghetto walls a Jewish culture of our
own, a Jewish life, could emerge, but Jews are a contrary people.
They speak Polish with such ardor. Polish has become the holy
language of the ghetto, the holy tongue of the ghetto Jews.

This is something simply paradoxical. They packed us into
the ghetto so they could forcibly isolate us from other peoples, cul-
tures, and languages. Yet we insist on speaking a foreign language
and spit on our own language, our own cultural and spiritual
values. We see something similar with the Sabbath. For years Jews
in Poland fought against Sunday observance laws, but now that Jews
in the ghetto can observe the Sabbath and do business on Sundays,
they insist on doing business just on the Sabbath.

A misfortune has occurred. Assimilation has made its way from
Snob Hill to the ghetto and influenceés the whole Jewish quarter,

Q: How do you explain the odd liberalism and tolerance with
regard to converts in the ghetto?

Jews are a compassionate people. As long as the apostates were in

the camp of our persecutors, we hated them. But now that they are

together with us in the camp of the persecuted,® we pity them.

“Toleration™ even goes so far that the converts among us now find

&4. The Germans regarded Jewish converts to Christianity and their children as
‘racial Jews, in accordance with the Nuremberg Laws, These apostates lived in
the ghetto and attended two Catholic churches located within ghetto boun-
daries. Because of expertness or high reputation in their fields, some held
prestigious posts in the ghetto bureaucracy,
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themselves in a privileged position. There are good public kitchens
run by the ZTOS especially for converts and the meals there are
much better than those in the regular kitchens. Such is the concern
for the converts. It has already come to the point that mmmmpo rush
to convert so as to get a better meal.
e speaking of converts, we ought to mention the deplorable
role of the Eﬁrﬂu shows favoritism to the converts, provides
them the best jobs, and puts them in the forefront in our communal
life in the ghetto.

Q: What is the source of this love our community leaders have for
converts?

It springs from the fact that there are in the Kehilla concealed,

disguised assimilationists who have contempt for Yiddish, Jewish

culture, and the Jewish populace.

Q: How can you explain the decline and weakening of religious
life in the ghetto? History teaches us, after all, that always when
the trials of the Jews increased, religious faith increased and
the people clung more firmly to their faith, to Torah.

Yes, it is unfortunately a sorrowful fact that religious life in the

ghetto has declined considerably. The Sabbath is vanishing. Of the

220 families in the building where I live barely two or three observe

_the Sabbath. If our enemies would persecute our religion, forbid

Sabbath observance, forbid Jews to pray, resistance._would e
igiosi ‘When there are no hin-

drances, people grow indifferent to religio
At the start our enemies had indeed tried to persecute religion,
attacking synagogues and prayerhouses. But right away they realized
that these were wrong tactics because thereby they would only
strengthen religiosity and consequently the spiritual resistance of
the Jewish people as weil. Therefore they straightaway changed
their tactics.

Characteristic is the rebellion against God, against Feaven,
which is noticeable among many religious Jews who no longer wish
to declare that God's judgment is right. .

Religious leaders in Poland regrettably did nothing before, m_ﬁ
war to strengthen religiosity among the populace. They fought foF
kashrut, But what was this kashrut propaganda? Did-it explainy st
iﬁﬂ% kashrut EOP—H&. be o—uaﬂn.cﬂ% \ ey “_._u_.. ot wWlaly
Sabbath observers made scaz B




Ay~

113 IAEARFLEE

BRIT ITIRIEENE NP Y (INNDMR T BDRER N h_uu¢ S0 NED Anep 8 .

pIDR BEPY BY BEN (PO 1M T KPWT DEN WD BAYIPRIDMR 't (YD
T DRI MT PN DYTIDION PEOM BISDYI 30 NP W VT oW
T7yMIBBENE; YN DM DR PSION YT DD jagden

LIBDYY PIMBDYID b LONUODIBNME BEND MY THT [aND
JODYSNT ANDYTRED 1T DA (3D I Y R3R T DINIR IR DT O¥N

PIINR NPSPDMR WP D BEND I WHM D M IR

. B™3 W LB M PUIIRD N UMBEIND 13 Al er ) uwuaw.uﬂ

S INYIBMIR P JARD [T 1T IR INE D (ED N0 WS ongen,
™ DIBYY BEN [FD M WPETMEOEETY WM D i
M LD JODINSP DY [MEEIEINT PWD BRI RD [IMANDWAR T (38D
PEIINDTETE 13YP MBYP DM P KD TR Se0d Y DY {30 Vo
TEAPLIKR WT (PN ISBKR pMSD DML DYBH HEN D M@ WD NN
DR [YIFY TD [N YISHT DT DIPNNI BIOBDINDMR DIR BEN PMB I

ATRAY 1D RDKD

W OLUSPINZ TN BBYY PR N2 IPERDICIEDYT  DEBIMD
IBPIBENR MBI K MID YOS YO LAY YORSMMPIYDIR Y1 120
LADMIY PN AR DYPBYPEY PR NPT W DPYIBDIR BRI T IagR
DN DIMB-400 BRI PR HOPI HIR PR [DROEIMK DI VD ¥
WHMEEN T BN VD P DD VHNONR Ber3 Tha DX B5N
«[DIRPIIONR POVINYY DD

TR BT NI JMYDYE IRD [PMIDWR CTT 13RI pR»Ngne
SPUXIIBM PETY YOSR DET [IENYY DILWNPIONR bENI TR

Sy [0 DY QYT BE [IREY WBY DD P IEMT T WErTgne

JEARN PR IBIND 1Y IODR 11 POISPED D3P WY PPYR 1D IR

VIS (P BLRY (U DY DV L PUpTIE PINR R DY
1PBD™ LPWONE PR AR RT3 LIUENNETIN D BRI BB PR
— BDOUT DNt LDIMDPBEP YerpDYORvibrn ¥ Do Hpiy b Lt
¢ [IRD N WER DR'D AN 1D IP 138P BOnS RO WPPTY
YOMYAYD YT IhYOMAR DRV SM [ apag e YDan nb penan
JUDUNEDNR [MAINDMPIIRD YT DRI (D B WWT DR OMPYDRP
S5 PR nYE PPRDTI WMYOYE W IR Y P etp

SNIRA DIED [T DD PNMEPYRDWETBRNPY YT DMK I M —
$1ovp 1 joND e % b DU

™Y PITR WD RO MTPnD WwRrnin R I —
NI BMR S PVDPYBDIYE Yeries 3 ToEN Sm M [pSenp bem)

220 THE HOLOCAUST

with the carters. Was this “propaganda”? They explained nothing,
they did not enlighten people as to what the Sabbath was, its mean-
ing, its significance, its sacredness.

They contimue to do nothing for religious enlightenment, these
religious officials of ours. They content themselves with begging
from the Joint Distribution Committee.® One must admit that
unfortunately the Jews have shown themselves to be much weaker,
much less able to resist than we had supposed. The Jews have
~hown themselves to be unable to withstand the least hardship, as
we saw before the war, for instance, in the struggle against prohibit-
ing ritual slanghter and on behalf of kashrut. People ate non-kosher
meat even when the difference in price was only a few pennies. We
observed this tog in the struggle to keep the Sabbath as a day of
rest.

.Corruption, demoralization, and thievery in the ghetto are
terrible. Their cause—the extraordinary misfortunes. Evil traits and
base instincts are now revealed in all their nakedness. But if 400,000
Gentiles were locked up in such a ghetto, who knows if the picture
would not look much worse. They would probably just slaughter
one another. ! £

Jews in the provinces turn out to be better. The old Jewish
feeling of compassion has not yet been eradicated from them. Jews
in the provinces are self-sacrificing, renouncing a bit of food to send
packages to relatives, acquaintances, and even to strangers in
‘Warsaw.

It is also sad that there are no visions of the Messiah in the
ghetto, no visions of redemption, I mean redemption in the spiritual
sense. People think in purely materialistic terms, the Tedemption
means r&TUiT (6 an easy Iife, fancy resorts, Beshpots. Perhaps there
is a perception of the travail before the Messiah's coming, but peo-
ple do not want to draw the necessary conclusions and therefore
do not respond and prepare themselves for messianic redemption.

Q: What is the outlook for the Jewish people, especially the Jewish
masses in Poland?
Without a religious awakening, without a messianic idea, the Jews

55- The American Jewish Joint Distribution Comniittee—JDG, the leading
M—EQ—.-B—M Jewish philanthropic organization serving needy Jews throughout
e world,

*
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And now, Blimele, dear child

Restrain your childish joy

—That mercural stream within you—
Let us be ready for the unknown road,

Do not gaze in wonder at me
With your great brown eyes

And do not ask any questions why
We have to leave our home.

Dear lovely child, ! am

An adult, already grown,

And I don’t know why they're driving - =
The bird out of its nest. '

Keep back your gentle, sweet
Lidle laughters—siiver ringing
Of old spiceboxes—

And get dressed 1o leave again.

Put on your warm little pants
Which your mother mended
Only last night

As she sang and laughed

And did not know the house was hearing
Her last happy laughter

Like the cow that lows and knows not
Of the knife in the slaughterer’s hand.

Put on, child, your litle blue jacker,
Although the hem is singed

From drying on the pipe:

It will warm you in the foreign cold

And guard your linle lungs,

Keep them strong and healthy.
And don’t God forbid, catch cold
In any frost, in the slightest wind.

The frost cutside scorches, bums, stings,
Enfolds one with a hoop of iron.

Well, your mother will braid

Your little plalts with a red band.

The frost outside glows, flames, steels the body,
The thermometer has sunk 1o eighteen degrees.
Well, dear child, 1 found for you

The golden band with silver tassels.

Do not gaze in wonder at me
With your great brown eyes,

And do not ask any questions why
We have 10 leave our home
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And are going on long, long
Unknown, snowy roads;

And why, instead of village or town,
Terror should come to meet us;

And why we are ready to be cast out like rubbish

For every kind of suffering,
And where we spend the night
We will not be at dawn;

And have no inkling

Of what awaits us on the distant road:
A warm bed o sleep in,

Or a bare floor, cold and hard;

A pot of hot coffee
And a piece of bread sprinkled with salt,
Or to be thrust alive, alive

Into a common grave, scatiered with earth.

Do not gaze In wonderat me © ~
‘With your great brown eyes, surpfised
That on a weekday Wednesday

1 recite the Sabbath kiddush.®

1 rechie the kiddush, Yoy hashishi,*
Over the nest of our home

And sing with joy *‘Sholem-aleikhem'*
To the two angel guests

Who stay by me, go everywhere
With me, side by side

And weep with my weeping
And rejoice with my Joy.

These two angel guests—who are they?
Now guess, quick as arrow from bow.
They are: you, Blimele, beautiful child
And your mother, the woman of valot®

In whose spirit rests always the Sabbath,
Though her face is darkened

—As the sun rests behind clouds
On a rainy day when the sky is darkened.

And although our nest

1s in a well-known spot called “ghetto,”
And a silver-snowy web

Has been spun by the spider of frost

Through the thin wooden walls

Of our cramped unheated room

And frightened us with dead white hands,
With its cold eerie gleam,

And although hunger and worry
Have bowed our backs

And terror., a leaping frog,

Buried our faces like an old man‘s—
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We are bound 10 our comer
With a thousand ropes,
And in our heans the fire burns,

The dream flaps its wings—of hope—

Like the full golden kemel
in the beak of a bird:

The dream is our sustainer,
A sun-bronzed honey-cake

Which. although more than once

We've been disappointed, bitterly duped,
Yet it has given strength

And we have waited for better things.

And now Blimele, dear child,
Stop—stop playing now,

No time for that,

We cap be called at any minute

To leave our poor home

—aA lonely boat on an island of sand—
And be hurled into the midst -
Of a naked furious sea, ’

Outside the first groups already

Are dragging themselves on the trek
Women, men, old people; on their backs
Heavy burdens, in their amms children.

Their grieving faces

Are drunken-red from shame and frost
Their step—fainting, staggering,

Their looks—sentenced to death,

But there is no Jeremiah

To lament the Destruction.

He does not go with them into Exile
To comfort them by Babylon's sireams.

Do not gaze at me, dear child

With questioning wondering eyes—

Why are only poor folk here,

Where are the well-fed on the distant roads?

You know, child: aylem means world and it means etemal
The saying of a famous wise man.

I've told you the story

The story of the Cantonists™:

Peor children, kidnapped,

Tom away from father and mother,
So why do you wonder, child,

If those times greet the ghetio?

And we must pick up

The old wander-staff and go.
Not knowing what wil! befall
Our poor sick bones.

Whether we'll get somewhere
And reach a place of rest,

And people will stretch out
Friendly hands, with a kind word;
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Or whether like sick birds thar fall
Dead in a fleld, in a valley somewhere,
‘We'll perish on the road,

Not be buried as Jews,

And the ravens will make
Banquets on our bodles,
And when one flock is sated
It will summon a second.

Don't weep, dear child! Don’t weep!

Life is beautiful, it draws like 2 magnet,

And more than ever and more than anywhere
_ It draws beyond the ghetto.

But know that sinful man
Must always be prepared
Both for noisy colorful life
And for bleak unhappy death.

Look I'm packing the tallis”
And the kitl® for a shroud

Prayer sfawl.
Man's solemn
white Gnen robe.

And also the small red Bible
And Leivick’s poems for a time of rest.

And you, child—bring the bar of soap
To wash your litde shirt.

One must keep clean at home

And still more in a strange, strange land.

And don't forget to bring

The white nit-comb, that we talked about before;
‘Every night mother will use it

To straighten out your hair

And take good care of you

Lest, God forbid, you get lousy,

And sing to you “Bibl, bibl

Little louse”—and hold you on her lap

And tell you stories

Of the past that is like today

And she herself will be Jeremiah

Who comforts all, though the heart fears and weeps.

And now Blimele, dear child,

Don‘t weep out your little white teeth
We have only time

To say goodbye to the house,

S0 let us say goodbye
To all that we hold dear.

To every little thing we leave
And it runs after us like fire,

with the longing that my lung
Breathed into each thing~—

And bounds up like a puppy
Everywhere, falthful yet and swifi;
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With the unsung songs

That flutter about the house

And run ahead and come 10 meet us
When we are led to the grave.

lxmsukeleaveofmhunythmg
Just like old grandmothers

Plously taking leave at dusk
Of the holy Szbbath day,*

When the shadows creep on the walls
And one sees twinkling weekday stars.

The heart gnaws, quivers, Is tomn by regrey
And from the eyes run tears.

) Hetels!beuble—onlllsspmd

The cloth with the blue squares.
Your poor mother
Prepared her meals here.

Although her pale hands

Bidn't always have something to prepare,
Nonetheless, the dear holiday - =
Always dazzled from the table.

On the table, your father too
Pouudouthls&vetedspirn;
Thewble’swoodenheanwaslhe_&mmm
The melody of his mournful song,

And shuddered in fear, ’
Andbeganliununingquleuymo,
And our poor house was wrapped
In a sharp forest smedl

And the demp bowed walls

Lent a arooked ear
wﬂ!!ﬂl‘pﬂscd.!l’ldwhkpeudaswdl
mmﬂm.lhesmgdm

And the celling lowered itself
‘I'ohcarlhepemllarsongs

And the floor spun in rz2pture
And almost died of sweetness,

Here, child, is the wardrobe—
Twodoonm-mmbawemlbem
Which quietly saw everyihing *
Andsealedhlnhsglmyhun

Andholdswidllnlnhemnnyhue
Oflmllrlildcrcdbodyllbinh
And the first protest that made
Your silky lip scowl without a word

And tike a phonograph record
The mirror holds hidden within it
'Iheﬁmm:glhatlullcdyouwslgep

In your simple cradie of sraw.

And your first little laugh Is engraved there
Which spurted tike sweet chocolate:

And also the similar ewist of the mouth

in the final throes of death.




4

P39 oot py irg O pX

Jppn T JO2EarI BOSA [T DY

jrenga 13§ DIwa PTE oin

s 73 19 mnt 20 oppowEl (3§ [IK

. .fﬂ.'l"n.!’.’.'.w DApPspa Y1 DY N K

JEIIe3 I8 2mBgn PR o
1 [aRa morPn e

25 Lt quyr ypRIBIRT N JOEtea

jo'n pE pvn pogIparsi by Wl

. DY IIRIINN T DA T [OIKWD
JUK — 1o U Wi i

256 2o 123 PRI oI ol

, O qr? 2295 ppr? PR K
- pn3 yIp iR w2y oM
37 pw pyows 0B 17 pin awe
260 LURD D8 POyITR i

ey 71 P payopt pik

amm %ap abn It AEa pe

omidx 0 ,ox?p per w1

24 ATPR 997 9K pnxt o1d

'r_'rm‘r pren NI o
. ar wIUIPHIN.. T TR OUANRD

o*?nan o3 g 7%o7 M7 DDEPT.

05 1 JeSonpt o' 327 poa X

CpWn AR P TN OB WPIRZ T K
CI13p1 M3 18 7793 WePmp o

v D2gn WS (g ogn DLIVLP JTX PN

P2 B Lo amn f1, : prmwonR

© qpfpmIb o'k DHYIP WP WT W
{DFI3 *7 PP WPSEP OUF Dy w3nI5 'K
12 280 179 TV K 'R mPa3 R0,

7é - GFA &P INID OTPD PP

Is 24P & @ (583 70— w0 ¥

_OvIs Jagr PR 18P 7p0W ¥

. _ X7 PII KTII WT BRI I X
250 Y. ). . O T B U

oY oW PX Ap1on o X
1720083 PR wWT? Y20 |07

: I5 prI oo DN K pr? T
284 JOR0Z PITT AP ONIYDRIN N

15 oIR8 WD 7S Do [RYDERY DK
WX 37 [9P0RD WM DWWV 13

IO PX RN ¥ JIED DOMT BX

238 wy o1%w WEIEOw WT Eo0ImnE TN

TN TR, DR WINY § B

— = 7InPe ,?T'DK’ .nswn T N

pITA "7 (37 AN DTISEEY

92 - OFND A2 DAYT PN P17 X

ppYIva oEo oIwD's WD’

— paikd 15 Mmoo pIWD'X OWO'S

17 progE I WITK DEn 780K PaB2 X

96 : owmAnn YITI T PR PN

l(.wl_?; ¥

Tolmudist and

kel {circn

1695-1764).
Polish

o i ds

(1894-1953).

o
(1895
m married

From Lodz
(1894-1944);

'

fobes
(Gum's
Treasure, 1922).
Menafiem Mol
of Kotsk {fied
1859). o late
Hasific master.
Tuzhak of Vorke
{died 1858), &
disciple of Simdific
Bunem of
Pafrysha.

Credited with

And here. child, on the right side of the cupboard
Your mother kept the laundry

Washed by her own hands

And scented with litac

And she used 1o weep into.it
When her hope evaporated
And her dreams went oul
Like suns of earlier days.

But she often laughed into the clothes
When she slumbered amidst her work
And saw your luck like a sun

in a blue sky rising.

And on the left side lic Holy books,
woridly books, my manuscripts.

Isaiah hobnobs with Goethe,

Reb Jonathan Eybeschuetz® with Tawim.*

And Yesenin® wanis to get drunk .,

And urinate in public 5 -
But suddenly he sees Abraham

Leading Isaac to Mount Moriah.

Miriam Ulinover® displays

The “antiques” from her grandmother's weasure;
King David flames up in the Psalms

And foots in His honer the circte-dances.

And the Kotsker® still stands waiting

with knotted beard and angry mutter
Fortenyoungnuntocryomwmeworld:
THE LORD ALONE IS GOD!

But the Yorker” slaps him on the back

In friendly fashion tll the Kotsker blinks.
«Pan't be a foot! Every day a Jew in Exile
Performs the command of Kiddush Hashem.

~So instead let’s take a drop of whiskey,
A bite of cheese, and say Lekhayim!

It's time for God. the blessed, Himsell
To hallow the name of heaven.”

And In humility and trembling
Lie my poems and stories,

They lie and wait in fear

Like poor folk for well-paid jobs

And whisper quietly, sofily entreat
T1ll Rav Ashi® hears their murmut

And bids “Make way!”; friendly. 0o
Is the proud Sholem Asch.®

And there’s an uproar: “Here’s another
in the family—let's crown him!”
Aaron the Priest makes with hands
And spoken words the priestly blessing.

Tremble, tremble, sacred books,
Tremble, tremble, dreams of geniuses—
Some dawn, someone will get up

And, dressed only in underpants,

i
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Gen. 12:1,

Wil cut squares out of you

For toilet-paper” .
And wm up his nose too—"They're printed onl
It could harm me, God forbid!

Andhﬂeistiwbcdwhmllupowa
Of the first Adam was revealed
Amlthallslhetesﬂmonyofm

To a ntw Genesis,

TIEbcd!hathllICdusgeudyloslecp

With the sweetest, most beautiful dreams
Mldslmwedwomenadwusandﬂmslwdier
Than Solomon’s thousand wives.

The bed that lifted us

Like a magic rocket

And over all fences and wires
Carried us out of the ghetto

And flew with eagle wings

Over kingdoms and the most beautiful places
In the night of grief, drew us out

Of the deepest, deepest abysses,

And made us young, beautiful and fresh,
Set us down in golden casties

And put crowns on our heads

In the very hours of damnation,

And wld us wonderful storles

Of a Thousand and One Nights
And into our gloomy mood
Laughed with & thousand chamms.

Groan, groan—gracious, holy bed,
You're being sold now by the kilo.
Tomokbyyourﬂamngheuomp
Is not, God forbid. a sin.

And now, Blimele, dear child,

Look gutside, how the second group®
Is already wandering into Exile,
Soon we'll have to. set out, too.

Ang although, child, you're a little gird
Andhewholudmhlsdaughm?omh
It is a5 if he taught her
Tocommltanunwnnhyﬂm...

Yet the evil day has come,

The evil hour has come,

When I must teach you, a litde girl,
The tetrible chapter *“Lekh-lekho,

But how can otic compare it

To the bloody *“Leki-lekho'* of wday?
“And God said 10 Abram:

Go forth from your land

And from the place of your birth

And from your father's house

To a land that I will show you

And there make of you a great people.
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And now the great people must go
To the unknown distant road—

Slck and weary—broken ships
That do not reach a shore.

One of them, faint with hunger
Will sit down In the snow
And quietly, in pain,

Die like a hurt puppy.

Another’s eyes will fail

For terror on the road,

His heartstring will suddenly snap
And hell fall heavy as a stone.

And someone’s shivering child
Will freeze to death In the frost-fire,
And its mother will long carry it
Thinking it's still moving.

And fathers will call to their children
And children demand things from their mothers—
Famiilies will get lost

And never find themselves. T

And for a long way they'll carry
The great heavy pack on their shoulders

And throw h away at last, and often
Have no pillow under their head.

And the sick man, strengthless,
will come to a halt in deep snows.
Binds will fiy past

And be frightenied, as by a scarecrow.

And womnen, pregnant, will collapse,
Fainting, to their knees.

Soon they will fall behind

And the snow will giow for them like coals.

And from their fiery faces
Death-cold sweat will pour
And the doggish howl and ay
They'll bite back with their lips

And vomit and writhe

On the painful, snowy birthing stool
Against heaven, against sun, against God.
Against all who merily played.

OQver their womb that aborts in snow

And makes the field wrrible with blood and weeping
White snow kindles red,

And the red will rise in golden sheaves,

And with a thousand agonies

And a thousand terrors the night will shudder.
Though the moon shines brightly, the glitter of stars
Will hunt with fear, like rifie bullets.

And the ice underfoot will crackle
With the uproar of shrapnel explosions.
The snow will beckon: “Shrouds for alli
Shrouds for the young and aged!”
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And from every shrob

Byes, as of wolves and lions, will peer,

Someone in the forest waste
M:ollulnnmbushforyoursup-—
Yourvapommbmaﬂuwﬂlrlng
l.tkelheﬂowofyourownwannblood.

So greetings 1o You, grandfather Abraham
We go on your hard journey

But won't you be ashamed

Of your grandchildren’s bioody tears?

And now, Blimele, dear child,
Put on your little coat, let's go.
The third group sways tn readiness
And we must join them now.

But let us not weep.

Let us not lament, but n spite of all foes
Smile, only smile, so those '
Who know the Jews will wonder

And not understand that in our blood
Flows the power of our grandfathers
Who in all peperations

Climbed stop so many Moriahs;

That although our step is unsteady
Like a blind man’s at a strange door,
There rings In it the echo

Of our unde’s stride on Siberian roads®

That although, as fn a fallen beast,
Terror in our eyelash trembles,
Plidebumslnﬂm:gllﬁmhg-bohs
As In our father on the gallows.

And ahthough at any minute

$0 ket us pot weep,

Let us not lament, but in spite of all foes
Smile, only smile, so those

Who know the Jews will wonder

And not know that today

The same angels go with us as before:
On the right Michael. on the left Gabriel,
Uriel in front and Raphael in the rear,

And although benseath our feet Is death,
Over our head #5s'God's Presence.

So child, let us go with devotion renewed
And our old prodamation of Oneness.

Lodz ghetto, February 23, 1942
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through history. It is a reality that has been tested countless times. Our grandfathers
clung to the triad, lived by its strength. And now too: the Jew who does not ding
to this triad is to be pitied. He wanders in a world of chaos, he suffers and finds
o explanation for his suffering: he can be severed from his people, that is, he can
wish to change his identity. But the Jew who dings to the szcred tiad needs no
pity. He is in a secure assodation. To be sure, Mstory rages mow, a war Is waged
against the Jews, but the war Is not only agalust onc member of the triad but
the one: against the Torah and God, against the moral law and

Creator. Can anyone still doubt a war it happens

t one regiment is defeated, taken into captivity, Let the ghetto Jews consider
themselves as such prisoners of war. But let them zlso remember that the army as
a whole is not defeated and cannot be defeated. The Passover of Bgypt Is a symbol
of ancient victory of the sacred tiad. My wish is that together we shall ive to see
the Passover of the future.”
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A SUMMONS TO RESISTANCE IN
THE VILNA GHETTO, JANUARY 1042

Let us not be led like sheep to the slaughter!
Jewish youth!
In a time of unparalleled national misfortune we appeal to youl
We do not yet have the words to express the whole tragic strug- "

- gle which transpires before our eyes. Our language has no words to

probe the depths to which our life has fallen nor to vociferate the
anguish which strangles us.

1t is still too hard to find the proper definition for the state in
which we find ourselves, for the extraordinary cruelty with which
the annihilation of the local Jewish population has been carried out.

The community of Jerusalem of Lithuania ! numbered 75,000.
On entering the ghetto, 25,000 were already missing, and today only
12,000 remain. All the others have been killed! Death strolls in our
streets; in our tents—powerlessness. But the anguish at this huge mis-
fortune is much greater in the light of the ignoble conduct of the
Jews at the present time. Never in its long history of martyrdom has
the Jewish people shown such abjectness, such a lack of human
dignity, national pride, and unity, such communal inertia and
submissiveness to the murderers.

The heart aches even more at the conduct of Jewish youth,
reared for twenty years in the ideals of upbuilding and halutz
defense, which now is apathetic, lost, and does not respond to the
tragic struggle,

There are, however, occasions in the life of a people, of a
collective, as in the life of an individual, which seize you by the hair
of your head, shake you up, and force you to gird ap all your
strength to keep alive. We are now experiencing such an occasion.

With what can we defend ourselves? We are helpless, we have
no possibilities of organizing any defense of our existence. Even if |
we are deprived of the possibility of an armed defense in this un- _

@S_:n was called “the Jerwsalem of Lithuania,” an epithet attributed to |
Napoleon, when he passed there in 1815 in the retreat from Moscow.

- "
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MAY § [1943

Last night, as I said, the hall of Szawelska 1 was crowded with an audience of
workers and intellectuals. Even before the commemoration began, the entire hall
knew it was a May Day demonstration in the ghetto. On the “Eastern Wall” of the
auditorium hangs a big artistic poster (done by Uma and Sutz).)® with a decora-
don of paper May flowers. The inscription: “Spring in the Ghetto.” In dead silence
and tense mood, griend K[ruk] opened the evening. 1 attach his opening speech.
[Leyb] Opeskin spoke on the subject of “Spring Motifs in . . . Peretz.” Ayoung
uﬁmoﬁmmbmnvwmoﬁmonm mgcnﬁaﬁnaar%u.?oa came poetry read-
ings and avielin concert. The poet A Sutzkever read a poem, and the chairman,
H. K[ruk], concluded the evening with the following words:

Time does not stand still. Now it is midnight, April 30. And as the clock moves,
sodoesthe. .. calendar. TomorTow is May, and spring is with ust

We went throughthe celebration with tears in our eyes. Very emotionaily, peo-
ple shook hands and expressed their excitement and satisfaction. The evening
went by under the m.&:omgswuna. v B%mo;nmﬁ,mﬂoo&mon atooth. ... %°

Afew days later, peopleinthe ghettowere still talking about the successful cel-
ebration as refreshing and stimulating.

Tomorrow, May 2,2 meeting takes place between the leading authorities, the
partnersin [the) May Day Celebration in the ghetto, 1943

WHAT ABOUT ZALMEN TIKTIN?
Everything is done here to keep the issue of Zalmen Tiktin® from being blown
out of proportion. Meanwhile, ramors circulate that Tiktin is no longer alive. The
information isnot yet certain.

Ho.;o%cgogna%gmw%m%.
20. gw:ﬁwgs&ovﬁnuuu%
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Abrswam Sutzkever

- How?

How and with what will you fill
Your cup on the day you're free?
WiH you in your joy still

Hear the scream of the past
Where the skulls of chained days
Clot in bottomiess pits?

Searching hopelessly

For the keys 10 jammed locks.
You'll chew pavement like bread -
And think it was beter before,

And time will gnaw your hand gently
Like a cricket under the floor.

In a rubble-encrusied old ¢ity

Your memory will be like a hole,

And your glance will burrow furiively
Like a mole, like a mole,

Viina ghetto, February 14, 1943
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The Fortress

_f_z.p . cuskte e .ﬁur.ul
I
The fortress is old,
So gloomily old, -
Its dust — crumbled stars.

The grandfathers molded its hidden mold
Of clay soaked in tears.

Half a milennium, they built and built —~
Oh, distant grandfathers,
Patient and great!

o0 43. o/?

Bones kneaded into the walls
Stand guard —
Witnesses of fate,

pow, wmmds voite
Hear their voice: . .lm

Recover
Your trace,
Ignite
The steel,
Unite

The race.

A wall against fear and a wall to endure,
In the fortress, your own body immure!
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At night the fortress is dark,
Only the glow of hate.
The street lost its tongue —
Galloping steps of fate.

But deep under iron and clay
Layers are moved in the night:

In secret, they drill and they build,
Tkrough channels, traces of light.

A second fortress they dig,
In stormy rage —a mine.
And wicks feverish, ready
To ignite for the battle a sign.
Vilna Ghetto, July 14, 1943
Ced «

~FINT NDYHD *10YD3 VEby

IN3 WK PTID WD bk

b VIR OB 93 7§30 apy om

NPT Y1720 NHW T3N3

LORINR DR DM DY) 3 vk
Ah%% R oing 99 1 ox a
B'RTD DIVFE 'R0 1A UE
TR TIIND PYAD

1943 ¥ Wwp-napaw 239 won
16y [rek o> oIy

Veduay Doy Jodiy 43

AR fc?.’\




bemsuaumes g N sy e b @ v etu wre ko beteesy

Rom

j—

T TR BETEUE Rl g

and Sons—t was renowned for its editions of the Talmud as well as

for promoting works of modern Yiddish and Hebrew literature. This
poem is based on a projected plan of the Jewish underground to use the

lead

of the printing plates for ammunition to stock its tiny arsenal. The

poem’s images link the ghetto struggle with the ancient battles for
Jerusalert before the fall of the Temple.

The Lead Plates at the Rom Press

Arrayed at night, like fingers stretched through bars
To clutch the lit air of freedom,

We made for the press plates, to seize

The lead plates at the Rom printing works.

We were dreamers, we had to be soldiers,

And melt down, for our bullets, the spirit of the lead.

At some timeless native lair

We unlocked the seal once more.

Shrouded in shadow, by the glow of a lamp,
Like Temple ancients dipping oil

Into candelabrums of festal gold,

So, pouring out line after lettered line, did_ we.

Letter by melting letter the lead,

Liquefied bullets, gleamed with thoughts:

A verse from Babylon, a verse from Poland,
Seething, flowing into the one mokd,

Now must Jewish grit, long concealed In words,
Datonate the world in a shot!

Y\ 1 in Vilna Ghetto han beheld the hands
() Jewish heroes clasplng weapons

Has heheld Jerusalem in lis throes,

The crumbling of those granite walls;
Crasping the words amelted Into lead,
Conning thelr sounds by heart.

Vilna Ghetto,

September 12, 1943 Neual Kozodoy
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A Cup of Tears

A Diary of the Warsaw Ghetto

by
ABRAHAM LEWIN

Edited by
ANTONY POLONSKY

Translation of the Diary by Ora._mao_ur.mn Hutton

Basil Blackwell
in association with the Institute for
Polish-Jewish Studics, Oxford

Part 11
Diary of the Great Deportation

Paper, ink, in Hebrew. 10.5 x 30 cm (Sign. AZIH Ring IV202)

A paper-shop at the corner of Nowy Swiat,"* Daughter of P,
Cecylia, was shot.

At 14 Nowolipie Street, P. himself reappeared, miraculously back
from the dead . .. This I heard from A.

28 Swigtojerska Street ~ Monday - five in the afternoon eight in the
evening, the house-porter at 13 Nalewki.”

Tuesday'® - five in the morning - 3 Niska Street, Smocza Street

The shopkeeper who opened for R. before five,

The policeman Ajzensztajn!**

Dr Sztajnk'®

The arrests - in the Supply Office (ZZ)'*! and in the Jewish com-
munity offices.!¥?

15 Chlodna Street -~ more than 10
The Day of Judgement — whence will come our help?

We are preparing ourselves for death. What will be our fate?

Karmelicka Street - round-up into vehicles.

There is talk of 20 dead since this morning

Szmul of the ‘conquerers’ - 15 years.1?

Someone called Rozen and his father and uncle were shot yester-
day before ten o’clock going into the shop.

Wednesday, 22 July' - The Day before Tishebov

A day of turmoil, chaos and fear: the news about the expulsion of
Jews is spreading like lightning through the town, Jewish Warsaw has
suddenly died, the shops are closed, Jews run by, in confusion,
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terrified, The Jewish streets are an appalling sight ~ the gloom is in-
describable. There are dead bodies at several places. No one is count-
ing them and no names are being given in this terrifying catastrophe.
The expulsion is supposed to begin today from the hostels for the
homeless," and from the prisons. There is also talk of an evacuation
of the hospital. " Begear children are bein rounded up into wagons,
Iam thinking about my aged mother — it would be better to put her to
sleep than to hand her over to those murderers.1¥ !

Ora brings exaggerated stories from Sweden [that the war is
coming to an end).18

Thursday, 23 July - Tisheboy

Disaster after disaster, misfortune after misfortune, The small ghetto
has been turned out oh to the streets,? My nephew Uri arrived at
half past seven.!®

The people were driven out from 42-44 Muranowska Street during
the night.

Garbatko, 300 women, 55 children.!™ Last Tuesday in the night.
Rain has been falling all day. Weeping. The Jews are weeping, They
are hoping for a miracle. The expulsion is continuing,. Buildings are
blockaded. 23 Twarda Street.™ Terrible scenes. A woman with
beautiful hair. A girl, 20 years old, pretty. They are weeping and
tearing at their hair, What would Tolstoy have said to this?

On Zamenhof Street the Germans pulled people out of a tram,ss
and killed them on the spot. (Muranowska Street)

Friday, 24 July, six in the morning

The turmoil is as it was during the days of the bombardment of
Warsaw.™ Jews are running as if insane, with children and bundles of
bedding. Buildings on Karmelicka and Nowolipie Streets are being
surrounded. Mothers and children wander around like lost sheep:
where is my child? Weeping. Another wet day with heavy skies: rain
is falling, The scenes on Nowolipie Street. The huge round-up on the
streets. Old men and women, boys and girls are being dragged away.

3L
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The police are carrying out the round-up, and officials of the Jewish
community wearing white armbands are assisting them.ss

The death of Czerniakéw yesterday at half past eight in the Jewish imf. A%
community building."™ As for the reasons: during the ceremony at AFF 1€
Grzybowska Street, he said: ‘Szlag mnie i tak trafi, prozs¢ pani’ {[I'll + W.
die anyway, Madam)].

The round-up was halted at three o’clock. How Jews saved them-
selves: fictitious marriages with policemen, Guta’s marriage to her
husband’s brother.** The savagery of the police during the round-up,
the murderous brutality. They drag girls from the rickshaws, empty
out flats, and leave the property strewn everywhere. A pogrom and a
illing the like of which has never been seen.!®
Merenlender’s visit. She and her father were taken the first day. In
what kind of train-wagons are the prisoner’s kept? According to her
they will not even last a night. Many buildings have received an order
to present themselves on their own. The manager of 30 Swigtojerska
Street, Nadzia, gave himself up. People get attacks of hysteria; 11,000
people have been rounded up; 100 policemen held hostage. One of
them let himself down on a rope, fell, and was badly wounded. The
policeman Zakhajm has been shot. Terrifying rumours about the
night. Will there be a pogrom?
chultz is dismissing 100 Jews." His explanation for his action.
The great hunger in the ghetto. Someone saves his sister and a four-
year-old child, passing her off as his wife. The child does not give the
secret away. He cries out: ‘Daddy!’ I am trying to save my mother 5094
with a paper from the Jewish Self-help Organization [ZTOS).1¢t udeiew

Saturday, 25 July

Last night I couldn’t sleep. It passed peacefully. Everything reminds
one of September 1939. People rushing through the streets. The day is
so long, Packages, mainly of pillows and bedclothes. Noisy move-
ment. The never-ending questions: ‘Mekén do durkhgen? [‘Can one
get through there?’]? Disaster: Gucia has been thrown out of her flat.
Five killed in Dziclna Street in the night. Terrible scenes in the streets.
The police are carrying out elegant furniture from the homes of those
who have been driven out. Umschlagplaiz:* a policeman is crying. ¢ .4
teation
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He is struck. “Why are you crying?’ ‘Meine mutter, meine frau!” ‘Frau,
ja; Mutter, nicht’ ['My mother, my wifel’ ‘Wife, yes; mother, no.’]'*
A smuggler who threw himself out mno_.p the fourth floor, I saw him
on his sick-bed.

How did Czerniakéw die? 10,0001 The Wajcblum family. The
looting of property. Last night there were a lot of Guicides.®s
Conditions at the Umschlagplatz. People are dying where they are
being held. You can’t go in or out. By yesterday 25,000 had been taken
away, with today, 30,000.'"” With each day the calamity worsens.
Many give themselves up voluntarily. It is supposed that hunger
forces them into it.1é8

The new proclamation: non-productive elements are being sent to
the East.'®® Vast numbers of dead among those being expelled. The
German Jews are content to go. For them it is a long journey. The
Jewish Seif-help Organization is flooded with Jews begging for
mercy, stretching out their hands for help - who is there to help
them? Then every Jew would come and ask for papers from the
organization.

Since Tuesday there has been no newspaper in the ghetto, apart
from the very sketchy ‘Jewish’ paper Gazeta Zydowska./”

Sunday, 26 July

ftou= The ‘action’ continues."”! The buildings at 10-12 Nowolipie Street are

v

surrounded. Shouts and screams. Outside my window they are
checking papers and arresting people. Human life is dependent on

" some little m.mmno of paper. It’s really enough to drive you insane, A

lovely Bogm, the sky is wonderfully beautiful: ‘the sun is shining,

<Vk? the acacia is blooming and the slaughterer is slaughtering.’ The

blockade of our courtyard. How it was carried out. Winnik’s story."”?
*Good news’ from Brzesé.” The closing of the post office.” The
seizing of an eight-year-old girl, prettily dressed. She screams:
‘Mummy?!" Libuszycki, Lejzerowicz.”® The terrible hunger. Many
give themseives up. They are not accepted, so great is the number that
are going. Yet they still set up blockades so as to extort money. The
terrible corruption of our police and their assistants. An outrage, an

outragel!7¢
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6 Solna Street; 99 victims. Today 12,000 martyrs. The closing of the
post office. A kilo of bread - 5o zloty. Potatoes - 20. The violence of
the police. Warszawski’s son,"” an official of the Jewish community,
was seized and ransomed for 250 zloty. Czudner [Meir Czudner,
Hebrew poet, editor and translator, who died in the ghetto].
Kirzner’s sister - seven people. The breakup of families -
Mendrowski. Pola. It hurts so much. 37,000 martyrs today [till today,
that is, in the first five days of the deportation]. The Jewish com-
munity and Jewish Self-help Organization workers are also not safe.
Only the workers in the ‘shops’ seem to be still safe.'”

A new leadership for the community. Lichtenbaum, chairman, the
deputies: Wielikowski, Sztolcman, Orliafiski.' The shot in Brust-
man’s window. Lola Kapelusz, the wife of a lawyer from £.6dz. She
goes twice with her daughter to give herself up because they are
starving, “We haven’t eaten now for two days.” They send them away
because of huge crowds of people giving themselves up. Con-
fiscations of packages at the post office. First people were given a
receipt confirming that the office had received the packages - then,
the confiscation.!®

Monday, 27 July

The “action’ still continuing at full strength. People are being rounded
up. Victims on Smozca Street. People were dragged from the trams
and shot. One hundred dead (old people and the sick) at the
Umschlagplatz.* Huge numbers of dead at 29 Ogrodowa Street. The
remaining occupants were taken out, no notice was taken of their
papers. The canse - a piece of glass fell on to the street when there
were Germans passing, Shooting all day. Dead on Pawia and other
streets.

The terrible hunger. Bread - 6o zloty, potatoes - 20, meat - 8o.
There are round-ups in the street. The commandant from Lublin is in
Warsaw.®? How high will the numbers of deported become?
Opinions differ: 100,000, 200,000. Some will go even further: about
50,000 will be left and these will also be removed to Grochéw or
Pelcowizna.’ Today the number of those deported will reach about
44,000, And according to Wielikowski there is no prospect of an end
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to the ‘action’. A break for 48 hours (so people are saying). Auerswald
has returned.”™ Perhaps things will get easier? Suicides in great
numbers. The Cytryn family, mother and son embracing. The
attitude of the Poles. Kalman weeping over the telephone. He calls
for revenge. Neustadt has been murdered:'*

Tuesday, 28 July

The ‘action’ continues relentlessly. There are many volunteers, two
families from 8 Nowolipie left their flats and gave themselves up
(10 +5)- The reason - the terrible hunger. Bialer — execution because
he didn’t remove his hat. The incident with Kirzner. Up to yesterday
45,000, Wealthy Jews have left Warsaw.!® The Rozencwajgs on a
wagon.” The seizure of Gutgold. Lazar: taken off a tram. Deaths on
Smocza Street. How was a strong young man shot between the eyes?
He tried to escape, was wounded in the arm. He begged for mercy,
and was killed by two bullets in the head. Gruzalc’s mother has been
taken away.!®® He works at Tobbens™.!*

Pessimism of Kon.!* The Germans want to leave 60,000 Jews in the
town. The fate of those who work for the Jewish Self-help Organiza-
tion. Some say that their identity papers will only be recognized as
valid for another two days."” This is what Szerynski is said to have
announced.'”? A blockade on our building for the second time. The
two Walfisz boys were taken away. .

The sight of Nowolipie and Smocza Streets at midday - a hunt for
wild animals in the forest. The world has never seen such scenes.
People are thrown into wagons like dogs, old people and the sick are
taken to the Jewish cemetery and murdered there. I heard that a
smuggler who lives on our courtyard wanted to get rid of her old, sick
mother: she handed her over to the butchers. Jewish policewomen.!**
The huge numbers of people and sewing-machines assembled in the
courtyards of 44—6 Nowolipie Street.'™

Wednesday, 29 July

The eighth day of the ‘action’ that is continuing at full strength. At
the corner of Karmelicka Street — a ‘wagon’. People are thrown up on

oh
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to it. In the courtyard of 29 Nowolipie Street the furniture of the
occupants who were thrown out of the buildings is still standing
there. A Jew sleeps in the open air.

Kon recounts: a young woman who returning from work at a
placowka told of the murder of two 19-year-old boys, shot dead. One
was left dying for a whole hour. They were shot for no reason.
Ilenman Igla, the daughter from the ZZ [Food Office] walks with her
mother, Places of execution: Piaseczno, Pustelnik, Belzec.'” People
standing at the windows are shot at. A Christian woman on Leszno
Street, seeing the wagons with those who have been rounded up,
curses the Germans. She presents her chest and is shot. On Nowy
Swiat a Christian woman stands defiantly, kneels on the pavement
and prays to God to turn his sword against the executioners - she had
seen how a gendarme killed a Jewish boy.

A meeting of Oneg Shabbes."” Its tragic character. They discuss the
question of ownership and the transfer of the archive to America to
the Yivo if we all die.'”

The terrible news about the Germans’ plans. It is being assumed
that they intend to deport 250,000. So far, §3,000. The terrible pessim-
ism of G. and K—n."® They talk of death as of something that will
certainly come. Announcements in the streets: all those who present
themselves voluntarily before the first of the next month will receive
3 kg of bread and 1 kg of jam."”

“Workshop-mania’*® Wil that save people? The Germans thank-jks kok
the police for their ‘productive efforts’, It is said that they are going to
put the police to ‘work’ in other locations. How are the Jews listening
to the loudspeakers?® ... So far eight Jewish policemen have
committed suicide. Conditions in the streets get worse every day.
Many Jews with identity papers from the Jewish Self-help Organiza-
tion have been arrested.

A bulldog that had been taught to attack only Jews with armbands
in Warsaw-Praga. A Jew was seized by him.**

How do Jews hide? In couches, in beds, cellars, attics, The Rozen-
cwajgs were set free for oo zloty. A memorandum has been rwbm&.ﬁ ﬂrw
to the authorities, offering a ransom in return for the halting of the, qthar
expulsion. No reply has yet been received. Rvoe
o Germans appear until four in the afternoon. The Jews do every-
thing in an orderly fashion. Each day about 1 per cent of those
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rounded up, between 60 and 70 people, are killed® They throw
loaves of bread into the wagons. Those at the front grab even two or
three of them, those at the back get none at all. The savage round-ups
in the streets will go on until 1 August. Then those who are not work-
ing will receive orders. Children will not be separated from their
mothers. Someone called our policemen ‘gangsters’.

The day after Czerniakéw’s death the German officer W. came and
apologized,”™ justifying himself by saying he was not responsible for
the death and giving his word of honour as a German officer that
those being deported are not being killed 2

At the employment office there are lists of the community workers
and employees of the Jewish Self-hel izati
they age being left alone. It is supposed that they are going to check
them. For now they are sorting out the workshop employees.

Sometimes I am quite calm about my life and sometimes a little
indifferent, but suddenly I am gripped by fear of death that drives me
insane. Everything depends on the news coming in from the street.
Blockades in the streets. On Nowolipie Street near the Jewish Self-
help Organization they seized a girl aged 15 or 16 who was going with
a basket to buy something, Her shouts and screams flled the air. In
H. well-dressed women were found. About 95 per cent of the people

are sent away without any kind of packing. of linen or clothes.

Thursday, 30 July

The ninth day of the ‘action’ that is continuing with all its fearfulness
and terror. From five in the morning we hear through the window the
whistles of Jewish police and the movement and the running of Jews
looking for refuge. Opposite my window, in Nowy Zjazd Street, a
policeman chases a young woman and catches her, Her cries and

screams are heart-breaking. The blockade on our building. How was

the Rajchner family saved? How did I save Mrs Minc?

Today the post office was opened again. Brandstetter was seized
yesterday afternoon by the Germans® He was released at the
Umschlagplatz. Dr Fuswerg’s wife was seized, as was Klima.®” They
were freed this morning.

From midday yesterday onwards the shooting has not stopped

85
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next to our building. A soldier stands at the corner of Zamenhof and
Nowolipie Streets and abuses the passers-by. Terrifying rumours: the
authorities have closed the Jewish Self-help Organization. Brandt
expresses _his condolences to the committee members on Cz’s
death.’® Hofle defends himself by saying he was not responsible for
the death.*” The terrible appearance of Nalewki Street. A woman
shot dead there yesterday when she came out of the courtyard and
began to run. Workers were removed and deported from Tébbens’
workshop at 6 Gesia Street. Community officials were also seized and
deported. All the workshops were emptied. Those who hid them-
selves or refused to go were shot. All the workers have been removed
from the workshop of the second section of the Jewish Self-help
Organization, which was in the process of being set up. At the corner

_ of Karmelicka and Nowolipie Streets they used axes to break off the

locks and open up the shops. By midday 4,000 people had been
rounded up, among them $co volunteers, By yesterday evening the
total number passed 60,000

The notice in the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung: they are broad-
casting continually on London radio, ‘SOS Save 400,000 Jews in the
Warsaw ghetto whom the Germans are slaughtering, The “lie” of the
English propaganda is clear to anyone who saw the film from the
Warsaw ghetto.’

A letter from Bialystok that a Polish policeman brought, from a
woman to her husband. She and her son are together with several
other families and have to work hard in the fields, but they are receiv-
ing food. About 2,000 people have been removed from 279

Ogrodowa Street. Also a lot of ghildren from the Pnimia children’s a> o~
home.*® Today many employees of the community were seized ¢

(including teachers) and from the Jewish Self-help Organization. The
story of Pigowski.

Friday, 31 July

The tenth day of the slaughter that has no parallel in our history.
Yesterday a large number of officials were rounded up. The female
director of Tobbens’ workshop, Neufeld. At the corner of 11 Mylna
Street they stop me and lead me up to an officer. The Jewish Self-help
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Organization identity-
ambiguous.?" I was terrified.

They are driving out the old people from the old people’s home at
52 Nowolipki Street. Those rounded up are divided up into: those fit
for work (arbeitsfibig), those able to srvive (lebensfabig) and those

fiot it to be transported (transportunfabig). The last group is killed on
the spot.®!? About 2,000 people have been removed from the buildings
at 27, 29 and 31 Ogrodowa Street. Also from the boarding-school at
27 Ogrodowa Street. The official from the centre,”® Rozen, and his
father taken away. A certain young man, Frydland, who has been
working for several months at one of the placéwki has been seized
and deported. Rabbi Nisenbaum’s wife was put into the wagon.?*
Mrs Mtawer was shot and wounded. They removed the caretaker and
his family from Centos.?"

Yesterday 1,500 reported voluntarily.? Today by midday, 75o.
Among them members of the intelligentsia. There is talk that part of
the ‘squad’ has already left for Radom.?"” The remainder are leaving
tomorrow. [ have heard that they will be taking soo Jewish policemen
with them from here. At four o’clock they suddenly took those who
had been rounded up out of the wagons and announced that the
action was being suspended. The joy and hope that this brought
forth. At six to half past six the blockades started again.

A woman called Mydlarska jumped up into the wagon after her
husband had been taken. In our courtyard a woman threw herself
from the third floor — she was starving, Today about 3,000 people
were taken away from Walicow and Grzybowska Streets. No atten-
tion was paid to identity papers “Zay gezunt! Zay gezunt! [Gosdbye,
goodbye!l’] a young Jew shouts from the wagon.

The calamity of the ‘dead souls’. 120,000 fictitious food-coupons
(bony).®

Saturday, 1 August

‘Outside there is destruction by the sword, and inside there is terror.
‘The 11th day of the ‘action’ that gets progressively more terrible and
brutal. Germans are in the process of emptying whole buildings and
sides of streets, They took about 5,000 people out of 20-2 and other
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buildings on Nowolipie Street. The turmoil and the terror is appall-
ing. There is a general expulsion of all the occupants of Nowolipie
Street between Karmelicka and Smocza Streets. The awful sight:
pgople carrying packages of pillows and bedclothes. No one thinks of
moving furniture. Fajnkind says to his sister-in-law: ‘Hide yourself
and your beautiful child! Into the cellar?’

The nightmare of this day surpasses that of all previous days. There
is no escape and no refuge. The round-ups never cease, Sagan?® and
Chilinowicz,?® Sztajn,”! Zototow, Karcewicz, Prync,*? Qpoczynski
have been seized.?* Mothers lose their children. A weak old woman is
carried on to the bus. The tragedies cannot be captured in words.

The rabbi from 17 Dzielna Street has been seized and apparently
shot. Children walking in the street are seized. The property of those
who have been expelled is grabbed by neighbours who are left, or by

" the new tenants, the ‘shop’-workers.

Fifty of the customers, 10 staff were removed from the officials’
kitchen at 30 Nowolipie Street.?* People who have hidden are shot.
spént the whole day at 25 Nowolipki Street and didn’t go to eat, so
was saved.

Sunday, 2 August

I spent the night at my sister’s, at 17 Dzielna Street. The r2th day of
the ‘action’, which becomes more and more intense. From yesterday
the parents of police have been excluded from the category of those
protected.” Last night a lot of people were killed or wounded.

A new proclamation in the streets of the ghetto from the head of
the Jewish police: the action will continue. All those who are not
employed in organizations or by the German authorities have to
report voluntarily on 2, 3 and 4 August and they will receive 3 kg of
bread and 1 kg of jam. Families will not be split up.?

Today three people were taken away from the kitchen at 22 Nowo-
lipie Street. It looks like they have stopped recognizing the identity
papers of the Jewish Self-help Organization.?” Yesterday evening a
large group of hundreds of Jews who have been driven from their
homes was taken into the Pawiak. Early today some of them were
brought out of the Pawiak, among them old people, young women
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with small babies on pillows. They were led by Jewish policemen.
Jehoszua Zegal has been seized. Among the tragedies: Karcewicz has
been taken away; she left behind two children aged four and seven.
Magidson. People murdered on Nowolipki Street. The ‘action’ con-
tinues. People are saying that there will be a break for three weeks
from 5 August. Those who remain will be able to get themselves fixed
up with work. When that period is up, they will return and take away
and liquidate anyone who is not working. A large number of people -
estimated at 15,000 - have been taken from the small ghetto. Grand-
mother was killed by a single shot: she was standing at the window
that looks over Sienna Street. Mother has gone to Gucia’s.

Monday, 3 August

The 13th day of slaughter. A night of horrors. Shooting went on all
night. I couldn’t sleep. In the morning I went to L’s sawmill?® A
mass of people, men, women and children, were gathered in the
courtyard and in the garden. They were trying to save themselves.
Will they be saved? It is said that from those who were taken to the
Umschlagplatz yesterday about 2,000 were freed who had various
papers. People are copsoling themselves with the thought that the
savage round-up will stop tomorrow and it will be carried out in an

oﬂmm:.HN way. .

Everyone was taken from TOZ [Society for the Protection of
Health] who was found there.*®

At the cemetery 56 Jewish prisoners were killed. A few days ago
- more than 100 people were murdered‘'on Nowolipie Street. Today the
Germans have surrounded the following streets: Ggsia, Smocza,
Pawia, Lubiecka, and took away all the occupants. Yesterday the

following were taken away: Kahanowicz,®® Rusak, and Jehoszua
Zegal’s whole family.®!

Tuesday, 4 August v

The 14th day of the ‘action’ that is being continued at full speed.
Today the blockades were set up at ten in the morning, The Germans

¢F
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work together with the Jewish police. The small ghetto was
surrounded and also Gesia and Zamenhof Streets. There are stories of
terrible lootings and violence during the expulsions. They deport the
people and loot and pillage their possessions. Shops are also broken
open and the goods carried off. In this participate Jewish police,
ordinary Jewish neighbours and Germans.

It was announced that 14 Jews were killed who had sought refuge
at the cemetery, those who work in the cemetary organizations, in
addition to the 56 sentenced to death, who were killed.*

I have heard the following: they found 2 woman who had recently
given birth and her three-day-old child on Szczgiliwa Street. They
shot dead both the mother and the child - this is a true story. They
are expelling the occupants from the buildings once again: from 45
Nowolipie Street and other buildings. Even if someone is not seized
and sent away to die there is no certainty that when they return home
they will find a roof over their head.

Again there is talk that the savage round-up will stop today. But we
have heard this before and nothing came of it. The workers from the
kitchen at 8 Prosta Street have been removed. A Junak was crying:
‘Szkoda tych Zydkéw’ [It’s a shame about these Jews’). At 9 Nalewki
Street a sick woman was murdered. The ‘action’ will continue until
17 August. Zegal’s father has been taken away. How do they get the
corpses out? Tozsa Apfel has been taken and sent away.®® Qur
feelings have been numbed! We hear of great calamities happening to
those closest to us and we do not react. A letter from Baranowicze.
The writer is working as a farm-labourer. She asks for underwear. Life
is cheap, 7 zloty for white bread, 1.80 for potatoes. It would be good if
she could be sent underwear. The letter came by post.>

Wednesday, 5 August

The ‘action’ continues unabated, We have no more strength to suffer.
There are many murders. They kill the sick who don’t go down to the
courtyards, Yesterday about 3,000 volunteers reported. Not all of
them were taken. These they sent away. In the town they are round-
ing up people regardless of the papers they have. Whoever falls into
the hands of the Germans or the Jewish police is seized. The Jewish
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policemen took »ﬂ»%g He was released. Balaban has

been taken.? At 13 Dzielna Street they killed Mrs Grun who was ill
and a girl. Yesterday the ‘actions’ in Radom began.

Thursday, 6 August

The 16th day of the ‘action’, which is continuing. Yesterday they took
away everyone from the offices of the Jewish Self-help Organization
who were there at the time, about 60 or 70 people. Some of them (Dr
Bornsztajn,®’ Sztolcman, a girl) were freed. They are predicting a hot
day today. Once again there are the theories that the action will be
suspended tomorrow because the annihilation squads are about to
leave for Radom. Conditions in Landau’s sawmill, The expulsion of
the occupants of 10~12, 23 and 25 Nowolipki Street. Redoubled
savagery and the maltreatment of Jews. While flats are being emptied
out and people come to save their belongings, the SS arrive and seize
the occupants. .

Kohn and Heller have been killed ?** During a blockade by the
Germans the Jewish police storm into Zylberberg’s building. They
are terrified that they have found them and say: ‘Hide and lock
yourself in well It was then that the whole family of the Radomsko
rebbe was killed *

P—wer saw orders with regard to trains and their numbers that

were sent «OE&E place of execution?)?® Starvation haunts -

the survivors more and more, a kilo of bread - 4s zloty, a kilo of
potatoes, r5 zloty. Today they have already taken about §,000 Jews
from the small ghetto. Tosza Apfel has been caught and deported.

Friday, 7 August

The 17th day of the massacres. Yesterday was a horrendous day with
a great number of victims, People were brought out from the small
ghetto in huge numbers. The number of victims is estimated at 1 §5000.
They emptied Dr Korczak’s orphanage with the Doctor at the
head! Two hundred orphans. In the evening they drove out the
people from the flats in the square bounded by Dzielna, Zamenhof,

g€
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Nowolipki and Karmelicka Streets. There are no words to describe
the tragedies and disasters. Rozencwajg’s two sisters were sent away.
One with a child of six months, the other with a four-year-old. Mrs
Schweiger is not there? How terrible. Today Germans and
Ukrainians came to the sawmill of the L. brothers and they rounded
up a large number of women with their children from among the
factory-workers, and women who just happened to be there.
Wasser,* Smolar, with her child, Tintpulwer and others, many
others.

The workers on the intellectuals. A shocking experience.
Many rabbis have been sent away. Mendel Alter from Kalisz, and
more, more. During the pogrom on Nowolipie Street about 360
people were killed. At number 30 more than 30 people were killed.
Gorny’s mother has been killed by the Germans,¥ and he came to
sell meal-coupons as if nothing had happened. So dulled have our
feelings become. ‘

The hunger presses in on us in a terrible way. Today I had no bread
for breakfast. I ate pickled cucumber. Today a kilo of bread costs 5
zloty. A new order has been issued that if people report voluntarily
for deportation from 7 to 14 August they will receive a kilo of bread
and half a kilo of jam. From this it can be deduced that the ‘action’
will continue for at least a week. Stupnicki has been sent away.® -
Three thousand were brought from Otwock directly to the
Umschlagplatz. The number who have fallen victim is enormous. The = Treblin
crematorium near Malkinia and Sokotéw.?” I have heard that Erlich
(nicknamed Kapote) has disappeared.” The shooting and the _mqmq:wm Vadatee
flourishes. During the blockade on Leszno Street four people were

killed. Hirszhorn has committed suicide.! Many kill n_unamorhom.. Itis
a miracle that there are people still alive.

Saturday, 8 August

The ‘action’ continues. The 18th day. There are still reports of our
cherished and loved ones who fell victim yesterday:©
children of our boarding-schools led away (to be killed): rz-14 v

Wolnosé Street,? about 1,200, 18 Mylna Street, Koninski with his

wife and the children from the boarding-school.* They intend to /
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eradicate the whole of Warsaw . I hear reports today that the

ermans are blockading Zelazna and Leszno Streets. They are
driving people out of all the buildings on Mita Street. We have lived
through a shattering and terrifying day ~ 30 Gesia Street.

The numbness of everyone is staggering. Gérny loses his mother
and sells meal-tickets. Smolar has lost his wife and daughter.?s
.H.._..bnvﬂ_ﬂms - widowed - goes around in despair, a broken man, and
tries to .mnm.. work so as to be involved in something, not to be super-
m.ao._._m. .H.n_.:@.m.nm reports from the town. At 64 Lubiecka Street
victims, many victims on Mila Street. All the cows were taken away -
about 120 - from the *farm’ A loss of millions: there will no longer

 be the small amount of milk that was distributed to the children.
“In the evening a pogrom in the streets. A great many killed at
various locations: Smocza, Pawia, Mita, Zamenhof and others. I was
on my way home at half past eight. Hela comes towards me. Luba and
Ora are not there.®” T am sure they have been seized. They come
home at nine o’clock. During the blockade they had stayed in the
vo.m:.&ﬂm.moroo_ at 67 Dzielna Street.® What Luba recounted of the
children (150) atid the women teachers during the blockade. Their
packages in their hands, ready to set off ~ to their deaths. Kon said
yesterday: ‘T am writing a testament about the events.” Chmielewski’s

parents were taken away yesterday and he comes to the facto i
ety : e ry and is

Sunday, 9 August

.ku.u gth day of the ‘action’ of which human history has not seen the
like. From yesterday the expulsion took on the character of a pogrom,
or a Stmple massacre. They. roam through the streets and murder
people in their dozens, in their hundreds. Today they are pulling end-
less wagons full of corpses - uncovered - through the streets,

E@&mﬁ read about the events in 1918-19 pales in
comparison with what we ate living through now. It is clear to us that
99 per cent ¢ bein en to their deaths. In

dition to ﬂr..“ atrocities, hunger haunts us. People who during the
war were ?.nﬁmﬁ&%qﬁ:.m& come to ask for a little soup at a factory
kitchen. The ‘elite’ still get some, but the rabble don’t even get that.

49
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Twenty Ukrainians, Jewish policemen (a few dozen) and a small
number of Germans lead a crowd of 3,000 Jews to the slaughter. One
hears only of isolated cases of resistance* One Jew took on a
German and was shot on the spot. A second Jew fought with a
Ukrainian and escaped after being wounded. And other cases of this
kind. The Jews are going like lambs to the slaughter. Yesterday 23
Jews were killed in one flat.

1 have heard that the ‘action’ in Radom is already over after a week
and three days - 7,000 victims.* That is the target they set in advance.
And here we have no idea when they will say - enough. I have heard
about letters that arrive from France telling of expulsions of Jews
there. They also say that they will be brought to the Warsaw ghetto.
It is a wonder that people can endure so much suffering, living the
whole day on a knife-edge between life and death and clinging with
all their might to life in the hope that they may be among the ten

SUIVIvVOrs.

Monday, 10 August

Yesterday was horrific in the full sense of the word. The slaughter
went on from early morning until nine and half past nine at night.
This was a_pogrom with all the traits familiar from the Tsarist
oms of the years 1905-6. A mixed crowd of soldiers of various
nmationalities, Ukrainians, Lithuanians and over them the Germans,
stormed into flats and shops, looting and killing without mercy. I
have heard that people are being slaughtered with bayonets. Yester-
day there were vast numbers of deaths.
In the town, proclamations have been published ordering the
ir_homes today by six
o’clock. This is a further terrible calamity. Firstly for all those who
have remained there, There is no possibility for them to take out with
them a few of their possessions, clothes and bedding, because there is
a danger of being seized while moving. And secondly, where can they
move to? A great many streets and blocks of buildings have been
emptied by German factory-owners. The number of buildings still in
Jewish hands is very low.

The number of those deported out (read: murdered) is estimated at




150,000. Yesterday the Guzik family was seized. He was freed, his
family not.2¢2

It is reported that the community organization is to be
dismantled®® and a commissar appointed. P have heard that
Gancwajch, whom they wanted to kill a few weeks ago, has climbed
back to prominence.

I'was unable to go home. We all spent the night at 30 Ggsia Street.
It was a very difficult night. Until two we sat on chairs, from two to
five - we lay on plywood boards, We were told that 2,500 officials of
the Jewish community and two members of the Judenrat have to
present themselves at the Umschlagplatz. Later this was denied. Th
embitterment of the workers agai e un me intelligentsia i
owing continually. They feel they have been wronged by them. The
wife of the editor Wolkowicz has killed hersel£

The terrible hunger: bread, 88 zloty, potatoes, 30. The appalling
appearance of the Jewish streets. The shops and flats stand open, the
Jewish crowds have remained - looting, In a building on Leszno
Street, where 150 people used to live, there are now 30 left. Of these
eight were killed yesterday.

I have heard that in the course of the massacres yesterday the
famous Warsaw singer Marisia Ajzensztat, the only daughter of her
parents and a former pupil at the Yehudia School, was attacked and
killed.?* T have heard that yesterday Kohn’s sister and kier husband
were killed. And she who had celebrated her recent marriage so
exuberantly. A worker sat weeping, Jewish policemen had come to

his home and taken away his 16-year-old son. What brutality!

Tuesday, 11 August

Things are deteriorating fast. Appalling, horrendous. The brytal
ulsion from the small - Whole buildings have been emptied
of their occupants and all their possessions left behind. Christians are
already beginning to loot. 24 Sienna Street, 28 Sliska Street. Except
for Jakub’s family,® there is not even a single tenant remaining in the
building; the house-porter is also gone. Aunt Chawa and Dora Fejga
have been seized and deported. The destruction of families, Early this
morning the Germans and the rioters spread through the ghetto. By

L
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the evening they were distributed throughout the ghetto and were
seizing people. In the course of five minutes they &.9.6 out all the
occupants on Gesia Street between Zamenhof and Lubiecka Streets.
They pay no attention to papers.

.mﬂ% u%&mw noBS_._EQﬂmmnam have moved to 19 Zamenhof Street,
the post office building.?¥ They have reduced their personnel by half.
The number of victims has already risen above 150,000, Today they
will complete three weeks since the beginning of the terrible
massacre. In the night a large number of women who ﬂmurmm at
Tobbens” were removed. It Jooks like there i icy to liqui .
women and children. Yesterday at Tobbens’ three Jews died at their
work. Blockades and murders in the streets that still belong to the
ghetto. The heavy blockade on the entrance to the buildings of the
Warschauer Union, with two killed and a vast number seized, nearly
100 women, children and men. The mortal terror that gripped us as
we sat in the office.

* Smolar rang Sokotéw. He was told that m._om.a that are deported, or
if they are

station at Treblinka the Germans take over the train. When people
get out of the train they are beaten viciously. Then they are driven
into huge barracks. For five minutes heart-rending screams are heard,
then silence. The bodies that are taken out are swollen horribly. One
person cannot get their arms round one of these bodies, so &mn.gmom
are they. Young men from among the prisoners are the gravediggers,
the next day they too are killed. What horror!

Wednesday, 12 August

Eclipse of the sun, univer . My Luba was taken away
m_lﬁw...wlm a blockade on 30 Gesia Street, awmm still a mr.BBﬂ.. of ro_u.a
in front of me. Perhaps she will be saved. And if, God forbid, she is
not? My journey to the Umschlagplatz - the appearance of the streets
- fills me with &.nnm.ﬁ. o my anguish there is no prospect of rescuing
her. It looks like she was taken directly into the train, Her fate is to be
a victim of the Nazi bestiality, along with hundreds of thousands of
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Jews. T have no words to describe my desolation. L ought to go after her,
to die. But I have no strength to take such a step.{Ora ~ her calamity. A

child who was so tied to her mother, and how she loved her.

The ‘action’ goes on in the town at full throttle. All the streets are
being emptied of their occupants. Total chaos. Each German factory
will be closed off in its block and the people will be locked in their
building. Terror and blackness. And over all this disaster hangs my

own private anguish,

Thursday, 13 August

The 23rd day of the slaughter of the fews of Warsaw. Today about

3,600 people were removed from Tobbens’ buildings, mainly women
and children. Today is Ora’s fifteenth birthday. What a black day in
her life and in my life. ] have never experienced such a day as this.
Since yesterday I have not shed a single tear. In my pain I lay in the
attic and could not sleep. Ora was talking in her sleep: ‘mamo,
mamusiu, nie odchédz beze mnie!” ["Mother, Mama, don’t leave me’].
Today I cried a lot, when Gucia came to visit me. I am being thrown
out of the flat at 2 Mylna Street: they have already taken most of my
things. Those who have survived are thieving and looting insatiably.
Qur lives have been turned upside tter destruction
in.gvery sense of the word.

I will never be consoled as long as I live. If she had died a natural
death, I would not have been so stricken, so broken. But to fall into
the hands of such butchers! Have they already murdered her? She
went out in a light dress, without stockings, with my leather brief-
case. How tragic it is! A life together of over 21 years (I became close
to her beginning in 1920) has met with such a tragic end.

Friday, 14 August

The last night that I will spend in my war-time flat at 2 Mylna Street.
The sight of the streets: the pavements are fenced off, you walk in the
middle of the road. Certain streets, such as Nowolipie (on both sides
of Karmelicka), Mylna and others are completely closed off with
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fences and gates and you can’t get in there. The impression G Om. cages.
e whole of Jewish Warsaw has been thrown out of the buil Kl

There is a tull-scale relocation of all Jews who have not yet been
rounded up and are still in the town. Whole streets that waa been
given over to the German firms: Miiller, Tobbens, Schultz, Zimmer-

" ‘man, Brauer and others.”° We have been sold as slaves to a load of

German manufacturers. The living-conditions of those in the work-
shops: hunger and hard labour. Their ration: a quarter kilo of bread a
day and a bowl of soup.

The ‘action’ continues - today is the 23rd day. Yesterday they took
away from Tobbens’ workshops about 3,000~4,000 men and women,
mostly women and children. This morning the Jewish community-
council posted a new announcement: all Jews who .r<n in Biata,
Elektoralna, Zielna, Orla, Solna, Leszno, odd numbers in Ogrodowa,
Chtodna Streets have to leave their flats by tomorrow, 15 August.
Yesterday and today, a huge number of people killed - victims of the
blockades. I am moving my things over to Nacia’s at 14 Pawia Street.

Setting up of blockades on Nowolipie and Karmelicka m.u.moﬁ.
Further victims - there are more deaths today, and very many A:ﬁn
out. There is talk of 15,000, I have heard that measures ann_.n&.E the
expulsion orders are directed mainly against women and nr._._&.ﬁ.r
The police commandant of the second district is tryinig to save his
wife and children. A new raid on the Jewish Self-help Organization at
25 Nowolipki Street. Dr Bornsztajn and his wife taken away, m_ron.ob
Cajtlin with his son and others.”! This was carried out _u.w.u.«ﬁ._mw
policemen without the Germans, that is, on their own initiative.
Renja Sztajnwajs. I have heard that Yitshak Katznelson’s wife and
one of his chil have been seized.7? The second day that I am
without Luba. I am now also without a place to live. I have uoimn_.n
to lay my head. The number rounded up has reached 1 90,000, just
counting those expelled, excluding those who have been killed and
those who have been sent to the Dwulag at 109 Leszno Street.?

crime in history, like the burning of Rome by Nero, pales

igni inc ) ith this, Kirzhner has been taken

away from work and deported. Together with him they noow.pﬁmw a

further 28 people. All were aged 35 and over. The same thing has

happened, I have learnt, in another placdwka: 29 people were taken
away and deported.
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Saturday, 15 August

Today is the 25th day of the bloody ‘action’ carried out by the

butchers. I spent the night at 17 Dzielna Street. The rain of shooting

g»m#pﬂbﬂﬁﬂ?o?&nﬁﬁ?«.bo»&muﬁng
whole night incessant movement in and out of the Pawiak.’

Gutkowski sends his only son, three and a half years old, to the

cemetery to have him taken to Czerniakéw.7*
Ihave nowhere to rest my head at night. Gucia is being thrown out

of her flat. Nacia and Frume are not allowed to enter. All the
[ have been emptied 7* went at the head of his

children, The pain because of the loss of L. is becoming more intense.
My soul can find no peace, -for not having gone after her when she
was in danger, even though I could also have disappeared and Ora
would have been left an orphan. The most terrible thing is that
Landau and Sonszajn misled me by saying that Luba wasn’t in the
queue. Be that as it.may, the anguish is terrible and it will never be
dimmed.

. Rumours about reports ing from women who were deported
from Biata-Podlaska and wm&%““_wm. e

Today by eight o’clock there was a blockade on Mita, Gesia,

Zamenhof and other streets. ‘Our spirit is weary of the killing.” How
much longer? Yesterday a huge number of bodies were brought to the
cemetery, victims of the blockade of Tobbens’ workshops. Today
they were also taking people from the ‘shops’, It will soon be seven
o'clock and the blockade on Gesia is still continuing, around our
m»nnoa.w The Jewish police have been looting, breaking open flats,
emptying cupboards, smashing crockery and destroying property,
just for the fun of it. More people were killed today in the course of
blockades. People killed during the blockade. Mirka Priwes, her
mother and brother have been deported. Yitshak Katznelson’s wife
and two of his children have been seized and deported.

- The desolation and chaos is greatest on the streets from Chiodna
to Leszno Streets, all the Jewish possessions have been abandoned
and Polish thugs with the Germans will loot everything, The whole of
Jewish Warsaw has been laid waste, That which remains is a shadow
of what was, a shadow that tells of death and ruin.

A3 e bc..:‘. SQ. Y-« st asey Yta)
T Bt before the killors r
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Sunday, 16 August

Today is the 26th day of the ‘action’, which is continuing with all its
atrocities and animal savagery, a slaughter the like of which human
history has not seen. Even in the | f Pharaoh and his decree:
every newhorn hay will be thrown into the river.

People who have returned from the Umschlagplatz have told of
women who were seized yesterday who were freed if they sacrificed
their children. To our pain and sorrow many women saved them-
selves in this way - they were separated from their children, aged 3 to
12 to 14, and if they had identity papers, they were freed. Any woman
carrying a child or with a child next to her was not freed. The
Germans’ lust for Jewish blood knows no bounds, it is a bottomless
pit. Futur, erati i igve it. But this is the un-
embellished truth, plain and simple. A bitter, horrifying truth.

The Jewish palice have received an order that each one of them
m ing five people to be transported. Since there are 2,000 police,
they will have to find 10,000 victims. If they do not fulfil their quotas
they are liable to the death-penalty. Some of them have already
received confirmation that they have presented the required number.
Since every Jew has some kind of documentation - in the main valid
ones - they tear up every document they are shown and round up the
passers-by. It is now dangerous for every Jew to go out on to the
street. No one goes out.

Rumours have reached me again that letters have allegedly arrived
from the deportees saying that they are working in the area of Siedlce
and conditions are not bad. Lifschitz’s son (my friend from elemen-
tary school) told me that his daughter herself had read one of these
letters from an elderly couple. .

As things are developing, a handful of Jews will be left, those of a
designated age. Apart from this there will be no way for a Jew to
survive: there will be nowhere to live and no bread. The position of
the old is especially tragic; they have no way out. They can either give
themselves up into the hands of the butchers, or take their lives
themselves, or hide out and live in dark corners and cellars, which is
also very difficult because of the general expulsions from the build-
ings and the upheaval of the residents. In those buildings that have
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been taken over by new occupants, no strangers are let in. It is easier
for an animal to find a hiding place and a refuge in the forest than fora
Jew to hide in the ghetto.

Now (four in the afternoon) I have heard that there are no
Germans at all in the Umschlagplatz. There are only Jews there and
they are carrying out the bloody and terrible operation. Today
rumours. are going round that an order has been issued that all wives
and children of officials have to report at the Umschlagplatz. Josef
Erlich and his family have been killed, so I have heard. According
to certain reports, Czerniakéw’s place here with us - 3 la
Rumkowski”* ~ will be inherited by Gancwajch, the man they had
been hunting and trying to kill. He is outside the ghetto at the

moment,

Monday, 17 August

The 27th day of the annihilation: Yesterday I came to 14 Pawia Street
very late at night by a round-about route (via Zamenhof) and was
anguished to hear the terrible news about Jakub, Frume and Uri. A
very great blow. There is still a faint hope that they can be saved, since
there were no train-wagons yesterday and they weren’t taken straight
to the train. This morning I saw in the streets an announcement about
a new reduction in size of the ghetto. Very many streets and sides of

streets (the odd or the even numbers) must be vacated by the Jews by
20 August, at four in the afternoon. The ghetto will be a third or a
quarter of its original size, if there are no further decrees of this kind.
They are emptying those streets that had already been handed over to
the German firms, and been fenced off, for example Mylna, Nowo-
lipie, Dzielna Streets and many others. The enemy’s claw is reaching
out for us and it is still not sated.

Yesterday hundreds of officials of the community and of the
Jewish Self-help Organization were taken away. The Gestapo
commandant Brandt stood there and struck the detainees with his’
own hands. Jakub, Uri and Frume were hit. The ‘action’ is continuing
today. There was a blockade on the cemetery. Ora, who works with
the group from Hashomer Hatsair, was in great danger. The group
was saved today thanks to the intervention of Commissar Hensel.?”
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Jewish policemen round up people all day. It is said that they have
received an order that each policeman must find six Jews. They abuse
those who are rounded up, and smash and loot the empty flats. [ have
heard that a thousand policemen have received an order to report at the
Unischlagplatz. This report turns out to be false - for the time being,

Harsh conditions at the factory. Before 8o people were employed
there and now almost a thousand are registered there. Hundreds of
people wander around bored with nothing to do. They sit around in
dread of German blockades and many hide themselves in all kinds of
dark corners. .

_The pain over the loss of L. is getting more and more intense.
During the day I am often choked with tears. The fact there is no
news about her suffering and torment, whether she is alive or dead,
how she died - gives me no peace. If I knew that she was alive and
that she was not suffering too much, I would be calm. And if I knew
that she had died but did not suffer much at her death - then I would
also,be calm. .

1 have been told that Yitshak Katznelson shows great inner
strength and endurance, keeping hold of himself after the terrible
disaster that has befallen him. i

The Ejdus’s have been seized. Every day there are killings. When
Jakub, Frume and Uri were taken away, someone tried to escape. He
was killed on the spot. For a week now we have had no news of the
progress of the war. The last report was a few days ago of the heavy
bombardment of Mainz. The story about the Jew Chunkis (one of the
directors of Adriatika). .

Frume and Un have returned. What they have told me about what
is going on at the Umschlagplatz. Hell, pure hell. The rich save them-
selves, if they are not shut into the wagons straight away. The tragic
fate of the Taubers. He was killed on the spot, his wife and beautiful
and charming son (with statuesque features) - Rapusz - were
deported.

Tuesday, 18 August

Today marks 4 weeks or 28 days of this blood operation, which
has no parallel in history. The Germans and the Jewish police have




Jpg to destroy us utterly.

160 August 1942

e

been carrying out further blockades, Disaster has struck our family
once again. Gucia and Hela have been taken away by the Germans,
who entered their building, This is a very heavy blow for me. She had
been so concerned for us and helped us in the war-years. I have heard
talk again about the new rise of Garicwajch. He will take over Lich-
tenbaum’s place and become commissar of the Jewish community.
Today I went with three friends to collect up the books that are in
the flats that our firm has been allocated on Mita Street. We set eyes

on an appalling vision, all the doors broken open, all the goods and

property smashed and scattered through the courtyards. Russian
omists would have been unable to make a more thorou and
hattering pogrom than that carried out by the JewiL, olice. This
sight, which is everywhere to be seen, stunned us. The destruction
and the annihilation of the greatest Jewish community in Europe,
New proclamations from the Judenraz have been hung up which
have caused panic among the Jews. Jews who are not employed are
not permitted south of Leszno Street. Those who are caught there
will be shot.Z* The families of those worki g are no longer protected.
In fact all those who are not working, even the families of those who
are employed, have to report voluntarily at the Umschlagplatz. Other-
wise their food-cards will be taken away and they will be driven out
by force. We can see that the Germans are playing a game of cat and
mouse with us. Those employed have protected their families, now
the families are being deported (killed) and they want to leave behind
the working slaves for the time me_m. G&.Mm horror! They are prepar-

&

Wednesday, 19 August 5 \

The 29th day of the bloody action. Last evening ended in a massacre
and with a large raid on the brush workshop on Franciszkanska and
Swigtojerska Streets.?® About 1,600 people were removed. Eight
were killed. Among those taken away were large numbers of well-
known and cherished individuals such as Mrs Mokarska,® Rabbi
Huberband and others.# I have been informed that Nisenbaum’s

7

father and Szczeranski have been seized.®? Rokhi Sztajn poisoned
herself at the Platz.™ Hillel Cajtlin’s wife was taken. Last night the
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terrible news reached me that Mrs Schweiger has been taken away.*
Inka tried to poison herself, but they saved her.

There is no ‘action’ in Warsaw itself today. The squad has left for
Otwock.™ And there is an “action’ there, »nnon&MWmnM ..n_uoa.m.rm
ewish police is ing out checks in the buildings in search o:
.WHME«WM who Emngbm certain to be hiding there hidden in dark corners
and cellars, it suici

million. Today is the seventh day since the great calamity that befell me. ﬂ..oeh.“
K only Icould die and be free of the whole nightmare. But I am still tied
to life and it is still difficult for me to take my own life.

The squad is running riot in Otwock. I have heard that they have
emptied Brius and Sofjiéwka.** Who knows how many cherished and
beloved victims we have lost today. And to think that many had gone to
Otwock to find an escape from death.

Thursday, 20 August

There was no “action’ yesterday in Warsaw. However, it is reported
that there was a hunt on the Aryan side for Jews who had fled there. The
squad carried out the action in Otwock with the help of 500 Jewish
police from Warsaw (so it is said). I have heard that those rounded up
have been marched to Warsaw on foot.

My sister Gucia is lost and her daughter Hela killed. This new
disaster adds still further to the weight of my gloom. She was the best of
sisters and was very concerned for me duting the war-years. It is such

ish and only death will end my suffering.
BW_MMQQQ m“._.%nrn caretakers in the buildings has been issued: to
collectup and gather in one placeall the goods and m.o%a%mon.a of those
who havebeendriven outand hand them overto the community repre-
sentative who will call. A great looting is being prepared, Nazi-style;
the Germans are preparing to remove all the Jews’ possessions.

Friday, 21 August

Yesterday evening after six the Jewish police moved into the buildings
which were supposed to have been evacuated by the occupants, They
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