A BRIVELE DER MAMEN

A Letter to Mother
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This song, text and music by S. Shmulewitz (1868-1943) was one of the most beloved songs of the

immigration era on both sides of the Atlantic.
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Derkvikst ir di neshome.
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My child, my comfort, you are going across distant seas. Arrive in good health and
write each week to ease your mother’s worries. Write a letter soon, my child. Your
mother will read your letter and be comforted. Ease her pain, her bitter heart, refresh her

spirit.
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My Green Cousin

This song (text by J. Leiserowitz, music, A. Schwartz) was one of the most popular songs of
immigrant life in America. This version was published by Chane Mlotek in 1954,

A pretty cousin came to me. Her cheeks were like red oranges, her feet just begging
for a dance, her air was gay and lively. This is how my cousin looked when she was still
“green.” Praised be the golden land| Many years passed and my cousin became worn-out
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Es iz tsu mir gekumen a kuzine
Sheyn vi gold iz zi geven, di grine,
Di bekelekh vi royte pomerantsn,
Fiselekh vos betn zikh tsum tantsn.

Nit gegangen iz zi — nor geshprungen,
Nit geredt hot zi, nor gezungen;
Freylekh, lustik iz geven ir mine.

Ot aza geven iz mayn kuzine.

Ikh bin arayn tsu mayn '‘nekst-dorke”

Vos zi hot a “’milineri-storke’,

A "dzhab” gekrogn hob ikh far mayn kuzine—
Az lebn zol di goldene medine!

Avek zaynen fun demolt on shoyn yorn,
Fun mayn kuzine iz a tel gevorn;
""Peydes’’ yorn lang hot zi geklibn,

Biz fun ir aleyn iz nisht geblibn.

Unter ire bloye sheyne oygn

Shvartse pasn hobn zikh fartsoygn;

Di bekelekh, di royte pomerantsn,
Hobn zikh shoyn oysgegrint in gantsn.

Haynt, az ikh bagegn mayn kuzine

Un ikh freg zi: Vos zhe makhstu, grine?
Entfert zi mir mit a krumer mine:

— Az brenen zol Kolombuses medine!
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