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David G. Roskies

IN COMMEMORATION OF SPRING

A tradition has been created at Brandeis University over the
past four years. It began very modestly as a fifty-minute Warsaw
Ghetto Commemoration Program, grew into a full-length play entitled
"Hineni" (1967) and was further expanded into a two hour theatrical
experiment entitled "laughter" (1968). These programs were prompted
by the desire to update the standard community commemoration
programs (Yizker-ovntn) for a generation that did not live through
the camps nor had any conceptio; whatsoever of mass murder, The
problém of this generation is that not knowing Yiddish or Hebrew
(for the most part), it is intellectually and emotionally cut off
from the cultural heritage o£ Eastern Furopean Jewry and thus,
from its destructigiﬁx g§g¥§2ker geared to them cannot assume
previous knowledge and must "tell the tale" from the beginning.

Four years ago we limited ourselves to presenting a simple
narrative of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, interspersed with a few
songs and poems of the ghettos. The next year we decided to
exploit the theatrical medium tnﬂtﬁSTﬁriitet, not only by pre-
senting a play-~on the Vilna Gheégb:;but also by utiizging
slides, color film and live music, This was found to be extremely
effective. +V“m%4bv i 4J,Unh4mu%(f

This year anthree-ﬁeét program will be presented in,Berlin
Chapel in an attempt to combine tPe setting of(;iéaaa‘gbsarvance
with dramatic ritual. Each night hagsca different theatrical
form and may be viewed independently of the othergjalthough f== ==}
together they are intended to form one conceptual unit.

The first night (Friday, April 18) will be sugggggj imp}*i?t
ané~at_him__:gcom§lax. It is called "In the depths: an evening

of parables,” The title is more or less self-exp%patory. A series



wRe
of five ;;E;gg:;“parables will be presented by several readers,
with the inclusion of Yiddish songs., The second program (Saturday,
April 19) is entitled "Of the dafk night: an evening of dreams,"
Here sdd bhe mixed media will be used to highlight and tojux-
tapege the "live" action, The cast will create a variety of roles:
Carpenter, Poet, Dreamer, Oratagﬁzgéjihilosopher. The ﬁa@iﬁi&;”%‘ﬁﬁ>
usedﬁi; culled from various sources ranging from the literature
of the Holocaust QE& philosophical works to contemporary fiction
and poetry. The third night (Sunday; April 20), entitled "There
is laughter: an evening of truths" is perhaps the most experi-
mental, It will be presented in the form of a cabaret, in a fast-
moving Brechtian style. The names of the characters suggest the
dr o Aib st M.C., Comic, Midget, Magician, Acrobat
and Chanteuse. Herg,folk songs, original ballads and symphonic

nusic will be used.

“There will, of ;g;rae. be no admigsion charge, Each progragn
will begin at 8:30 sharp and eutatﬁéiﬂ%si%ens are urged to come
early, since seating room in the Chapel is limited =860,
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