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The Rabbi Who Was Turr :d

into a Werewolf

This story.really happened.

Once there was a (rabbi} a.man of distinction, who lived in the
land of Uz, He was very rich and he knew all the seventy lan-
guages. The rabbi kept a great yeshivah, which was attended by
many fine students. He also paid for the education of a numboer of
boys. All in all, there were some.hundred young men in the ye-
shivah. :

He also supported an organization for the poor, and there were
many paupers who frequented his home. In a word, the rabbi was a
pious Jew, with all the virtues befitting a Jew.

His wife)however, was a wicked woman, who looked askance at
his good deeds. She couldn’t bear the presence of any poor people
in her house.

How does the proverb go? When the rope is too taut, it snaps.

And that was what ﬁappcncd with our pious rabbi. He lost all his

wealth. Now, he could no: longer help the poor, the stude s, and

the little boys. He thought to himself:

“Oh God, what should I do? T've devoted all my life to . harity
for the sake of the Lord. But now, sinful creature that I am, I have
become a pauper. What can a man do? I'll bear this without protest
from God’s hand, for everything He does is righteous: Who
knows? Perhaps I committed some sin!” '

And he mused: :

“Well, what’s the use of complaining? There are people who
gloat over other people’s misfortunes. I'll do something about it. I'll
leave town secretly so that no one will know what’s become of me.”

He called together his fine students in the yeshivah and said:

“Dear students, you know how devoted I've been to you all this
time. I've provided you with food and clothing, and studied with
you. But now I have to tell you a secret, and I hope that you will
do toward me as I have always done toward you.”

The students answered together:

“Dear Rabbi, tell us your secret. And we promise that we will be
true to you as long as God gives us life.”

The rabbi told them he had to leave town, he couldn’t under-
stand why he had become a pauper. And he asked them to come
away with him. “I still have a few ducats in my pocket, and we can
live on them together. Who can tell? Perhaps some day the Good
Lord will make me rich again, and then you can board with me for
the rest of your lives.”

The students answered:

“Dear Rabbi, we will gladly do everything you ask of us. And
whatever we own, whether money or clothes, we will share with
you.” e g g ——————————a—

And so the rabbi went away with fifty of his yeshivah students,
and no one in the community knew about it. When the poor people
found that the rabbi was gone they were deeply frightened, just
like the boys he had raised at his own expense, and the other
students, who remained in his house with his wife.

But the rabbi was off with his students. And because he was fa-
mous, he was greatly honored wherever he went, as befits such a
great man. No one was surprised that he had left home, people as-
sumed that he and his students were traveling to a yeshivah to study
the Torah.

After they roamed about for a year or two, their clothes became
tattered, and they ran out of money. Now they had to go begging.
And there were fifty of them. Wherever they came, people shut the

‘doors in their faces and refused to let them in. No one could tell
whether they were yeshivah students or ne’er-do-wells.

At last, they became tired of their life of wandering, and they
said to the rabbi:

“Dear Rabbi, what’s going to become of us? How much longer
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can we roam like this? We have no money and no clothes. There’s
nothing we can do about it. Wherever we come, people close their
doors and take us for ne’er-do-wells. Perhaps we ought to go home
to our parents. We're growing older, we want to get married. But
we won't tell anyone what you're doing, or where you are.”

Upon hearing this from his students, the good rabbi pondered for
a while, and then he said:

“My dear students, what greater praise can I speak of you than
your loyalty, which you have been showing me all this time. I
therefore want to ask you: Stay with me another four or five days,
until after Sabbath. Then, with God’s help, I'll let you go. Perhaps
the Good Lord will grant us some luck, and we'll be able to go
home together.”

The students answered:

“Fine, dear Rabbi, we've been with you so long, we'll stay to-
gether for a few more days.”

And so they wandered on until they came to a clump of saplings.
Here the rabbi said to his students:

“Go on ahead, I have to relieve myself.”

The students walked on, discussing and disputing.

After relieving himself, the rabbi wanted to wash his hands. He
caught sight of a spring not too far away. He took some water and
washed his hands. Just as he was about to go farther, he sighted a
n its mouth.
The rabbi began to chase the weasel, until the beast dropped the
ring. The rabbi picked it up. He saw it was worthless. But then he
noticed an ancient writing on the inside, which he was able to read.
It said: “Though I look ugly, I am invaluable.”

The rabbi was very wise and he realized there was something
special about this ring, and he pondered and pondered. “What kind
of virtue does the ring have. What makes it so invaluable? Perhaps
it has the magic power to grant any wish that a man might desire.
I'll try it.”

And he wished: “May God Iet me find a moneybelt before me.’
Scarcely had he uttered his when he saw lying before him a
belt full of gold. He was ovcrloyed again. And upon returning to
his students, he said:

“Dear students, you can make merry. We will soon arrive in a
place where a friend of mine lives. He is a wealthy man, and I'm
sure he will lend me money, he doesn’t yet realize that I'm poor.

With the money, I'll be able to buy you all new clothes and send
, you home.”
' He didn’t want to tell his students about the ring. He feared they
- might take it away, or else report him, and he would lose it. So he
didn’t say a word.

When the students heard they would soon be getting new
clothes, they were overjoyed, and they asked no further questions.
They believed everything he told them.

And so, they arrived in the next town.
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On the very first day, the rabbi began dressing his students in the

4 finest velvet and silk. And he bought himself the same kind of

clothing he had worn before. He remained in this town for a week

or ten days, studying hard with his students. The citizens paid him

a good deal of respect, as was proper, for he was a great Torah
scholar and very learned.

He went into the city and bought a beautiful coach, fit for a
prince, and he told his students:

“Dear students, come here, and I will pay you back for every-
thing you did for me while we were roaming about, and then we
shall go home.”

The students merely thought that the wealthy relative in the
town had lent him a thousand ducats, just as the rabbi said to them,
so that he might return home in honor. And they started back. And
the people who had once closed their doors to them, now opened
them wide and welcomed the travelers warmly.

However, while the rabbi and his students were away from their
home town, the people were miserable. But then they found out
that the rabbi and his students were coming back, and there were
shouts of joy. And who was as glad as the poor people in town?

When the rabbi arrived, everyone gave him a warm welcome, for
nobody realized he had gone out into the world because he had
been poverty-stricken. People thought he had gone away to study.
And the rabbi acted as he had always acted before. He gave char-
ity, opened his yeshivah and brought up little boys to study. On
Sabbath afternoons, following his nap, he would interpret the hard

One Saturday afternoon, he went to sleep with his wife. Some

time later, his wife started nagging him:

“Dear husband, how come you have so much money all at once?
We were so poor earlier that you left town,”

Her husband answered:

“The Good Lord sent me some luck during my travels.”

But his wife didn’t believe him. She kept tormenting him, as
women do, until he gave in and told her the secret. That was very
foolish of him. King Solomon once warned that a man should never
tell a secret to his wife, for she will betray him. This happened to
the good rabbi, as you shall hear. If the rabbi had refused to tell her
the secret, he would have spared himself a lot of trouble. But be-
cause he told the secret of the ring, which made all wishes come
true, he soon had to suffer terribly.

The moment that shrew of a rebbetsin heard about the ring, she
thought to herself:

“If only I can get the ring out of him, he’ll never see it again.”

She was simply dying to get the ring, but she knew she couldn’t
get it without his consent. So she said to him:

“Dear husband, give me the ring for a while, I want to see it.”

But the rabbi knew how wicked she was, and he wouldn’t let her
have the ring. So she started yelling, and said:

“I can see you don’t love me anymore. Otherwise you wouldn’t
be afraid to trust me with the ring.”

And she put a flea in his ear, until he had to give her the ring.

The moment she had it, she stuck her head under the cover and
said: “I wish that God would turn my husband into a werewolf and
let him run around in the forest with the wild beasts.”

Scarcely had she uttered her wish when the good rabbi leaped
out of the window and dashed off into the deep forest<the Bohe-
mian Woods._»
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Here, he started devouring people in the forest. He caused so
much havoc that it was worth your life walking through the forest.
Everyone was scared of the werewolf. He built himself a dry den
to live in. And he caused so much terror that the charcoal-burners
all ran away from the forest because they were frightened of him.

But now we'll leave the wolf for a time and write about what
was happening in his home with the students.

When the time came, that Sabbath afternoon, for the rabbi to do
his lesson with the students, his wife, damn her soul, said to them:

“The rabbi won't be able to give his lesson today because he
doesn’t feel well.”

The students believed her and went back home. The next day,
they came for their lesson again, and the wife said:

“The rabbi has gone traveling again, but he didn’t tell me where
he was going. But I think that when four years are up, he’ll return.”

And she made believe she was very sorrowful. But in reality,
damn her soul, she was very glad.

Now, when poor people came, she wouldn’t let them in the
house. This was a dreadful time for the poor, and they were very
miserable because of the rabbi’s absence. The wicked shrew grew
rich, as we can well imagine. She got herself everything she desired,
and there was no end to her wealth.

But no one could understand what had become of the rabbi and
where he had suddenly vanished to. Nor could anyone find out.
People only hoped that he would finally come home, as he had al-
ready done once before.

But now we'll leave the shrew for a while and describe the condi-
tion of the poor rabbi, who was running around in the shape of a
wolf. He caused terrible suffering'and tore apart people and other
animals. For there is no animal stronger than the werewolf. The
town sent for the charcoal-burners and asked then whether they
would be willing to go after the werewolf and destroy him. The
charcoal-burners refused, saying the werewolf was stronger than a
lion, and as smart as a human being.

Hearing this, the king went hunting for the werewolf in the
forest, but he couldn’t catch him. They dug pits in the forest, but
nothing helped.

However, there lived a charcoal-burner in the woods, whom the
werewolf never bothered. On the contrary, he became friendly
with him and always hung around his hut, although other men had
to keep clear of the forest because they were so frightened of him.

One day, the king issued a proclamation that whoever would
overcome the wolf and capture him, dead or alive, would marry the
king’s daughter and inherit the kingdom. The king had an adviser
who was unmarried, and he was very strong and heroic, and had
displayed his might in tournaments. This adviser said to the king:

“Your Majesty, if you intend to keep your word, then I will un-
dertake to kill the wolf. You know that I've fought in a lot of wars

nd shown a great deal of strength and always carried the day in
1y fights. And now I want to try my luck again.”

The king promised he would keep his word. The adviser took his
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]vgﬁagl(zn; ;?f(_i armed himself well, for he was convinced he would

First he went to the charcoal-burner, who was friendly with the
wolf, and said to him:
b“My friend, show me where the wolf’s den is or where he hangs
about.”
th?n the charcoal-burner saw that the royal adviser was intent
on killing the wolf, he was deeply alarmed, for he was fearful for

the adviser’s life since he himself had almost been killed by the
werewolf,

So the charcoal-burner said to the adviser:

“My lord, what are you doing here in this forest? When the wolf

sees you, you will be doomed no matter how great you are.”
The adviser said:

“Never mind. Just show me where he is.
kill the wolf.”

The charcoal-burner said:

“My lord, I beg you, do not go on, or you will be doomed.”
The adviser said:

“Don’t hold me up! This is what has to be!”

So the charcoal-burner said:

“Then God have mercy on your soul!”

And he led the adviser to the place where the wolf was running
about. With his musket and spear in his hands, the adviser slowly
crept up toward the werewolf, thinking he would kill him as soon
as he saw him up close.

But when the wolf saw that his life was in danger, he leaped to
the side and sprang upon the adviser’s throat. He flung him upon
the earth and was about to kill him.

When the charcoal-burner saw what was happening, he chased
the wolf away from the adviser. But the adviser wouldn’t stop. He
still wanted to kill the wolf. The charcoal-burner wouldn’t allow it.
When the adviser tried to attack the wolf a third time, the wolf be-
came so fierce that he wanted to tear him to shreds. The adviser
pleaded with God to save him from the wolf. He swore he
foouldn’t go after him anymore. The wolf let go, and began wag-

ging his tail, quite humanly, the way one man tries to flatter an-
other. He wouldn’t stay away from him, and he trotted after him
the way a loyal dog trots after his master. The adviser wanted to

I came here to try and

get rid of him for he was terribly frightened. But the wolf kept
running after him.

The adviser took his belt off, and used it as a leash for the wolf.
In this way, the wolf became his steady companion in the woods,
and, whenever a wild beast appeared that might harm the adviser,
the wolf would kill it. If he saw a hare or fox running by, he would
catch it and bring it back to the adviser.

Finally, the adviser led the wolf back to the king in town. The
king and his advisers were terror-stricken. They had heard enough
rumors about how the wolf had torn people to shreds. The king
asked the adviser to get rid of the wolf. But the adviser said:

“Your Majesty, don’t be afraid! He won’t harm anyone if no-
body bothers him. I'll put my head on the block for that. Why, he’s
even caught various animals for me.”

And so, the adviser kept the wolf at his side and did a lot of good
things for him. He told everyone that the wolf had taken pity on
the adviser and allowed him to live, even though he certainly
deserved to be torn to shreds, because he had tried to kill the wolf
three times. That was why the adviser was now treating the wolf so
well, giving him food and drink, the very best and not the very
worst. Whenever the adviser went hunting, he always took the
wolf along, and when the wolf sighted an animal, he caught it and
brought it back to his master.
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As we already know, the king had promised to let his daughter
marry the man who captured the wolf dead or alive. Now the ad-
viser certainly deserved her hand. The king did indeed keep his
word and gave him his daughter for a wife as well as half his
wealth. And when the old king died after a time, the adviser took
his place and ruled over the entire land. He always kept the wolf at
his side and was unwilling to part from him as long as he lived.
This was because the wolf had saved his life, and helped him be-
come king. And thus he took care of him, for it was only just. o

One winter’s day, when it was snowing heavily, the young king
went out hunting, and he took along the wolf. As soon as the wolf
was outside, he began wagging his tail and kept running on ahead,
as though he were tracking down something. The king rode after
him and saw him, from afar, grubbing in the snow with his paw.
When the king arrived he saw some words written in the snow.
The king was astounded and said:

“There’s something wondrous here—a wolf that can write! Per-

haps he’s really a human being under a curse! Such things have
happened in the past!”

But no one could read the writing. So the king sent for scholars,
but none of them could read the script. However, among the king’s
advisers, there was one who knew Hebrew, and he said:

“Your majesty, that is the script of Jews.”

And he began to read:

“Dear king, remember our friendship and do not forget the good
I did you when you came to my den in the woods. I could have
torn you to shreds for I overpowered you three times. You cer-
tainly deserved it. But nevertheless, I spared your life. In the end,
you became king. Know then that I have a wife in that town” (and
he mentioned the name of the town) “and she put a spell on me. If
I don’t get the wishing-ring back very soon, I'll have to remain a
wolf for the rest of my days. But if I can get back the wishing-ring,
I can become a human being again like everyone else. Therefore I
beg of you, recall my loyalty to you. Ride to that town, take the
ring from my wife and bring it back to me for the sake of our
friendship. Otherwise, I will kill you.” There was also a sign
showing what the ring looked like. And all this was written clearly
in the snow.

Upon hearing this, the king said:

“I want to help him even if I have to risk my life.”

With no further ado, he started out with three servants and rode
and rode until he came to the town where the rabbi had said that

his wife lived. Here, he announced that he wanted to buy lovely
rings and old-fashioned jewelry. Nothing was too expensive for
him. He would pay the full price. He also summoned the Jews of
the town and asked them whether they had any old-fashioned gold
or rings or perhaps even gems. The Jews said to him:

“We are poor people, but there is a woman here in town who
owns a lot of beautiful jewelry and many gold rings.”

He asked them to take him to the woman. They did so. But they
didn’t realize that this was the king himself. They took him for an
ordinary merchant who dealt in gold and all kinds of precious
stones.

Upon coming into the woman’s home, the king said to her:

“Listen, my good woman! I've been told that you own old rare
objects and old golden rings, some with and some without jewels,
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but with lovely, old-fashioned work. If I see something I like, 'll
Ppay you a good price.”

He took out many lovely rings from his pouch and told her he
had bought them en route.

The woman said:

“I will be pleased to show the lord my old gold.”

‘She went into her chamber and took out quite a number of pre-
cious objects. The king had never seen anything 'so beautiful in all
his life. He was astounded at finding a Jew with such lovely things.
But then all at once, he caught sight of a string of rings, and among

them was the gold ring that the wolf had described. The king
thought to himself:

“How can I get the ring?”
He took hold of the rings and said to himself:
. “If only my wolf had the ring he desires.”

And to the woman he said:

“How much would you charge for such rings?”

But he didn’t point to the magic ring.

The woman said:

*So-and-so-many hundred ducats.”

My good king came to terms with her two rings, and he stole the
wishing-ring, but the woman didn’t even notice. He paid, took his
leave, and went home.

By the time he came home, the woman realized that the wishing-
ring was gone. But what could she do? She didn’t even know who
the merchant was. She was as miserable and grief-stricken as a
widow, and no one could console her:

When the king arrived home, he gave a great banquet and invited
all the lords of the realm. As he sat at the table, merry and joyous,
he sent for the wolf. Coming in, the wolf was so overjoyed that he
wagged his tail flatteringly, for he knew the king had gone out to
get the ring. The wolf kissed the king and caressed the king. When
the king saw this, he took the ring from his bag and showed it to
the wolf. If the king had known about the true power of the ring,
he might not have given it away so readily. But now he took the
ring and put it on the woll’s paw. And I a_naked man stood before

them.

When the king saw him, he quickly threw an cxpensive capc
over him to cover his nakedness. The lords of the realm were terri-
fied. The king said: '

“Don’t be afraid! The man standing before yofl was the were-
wolf.” : ‘

Now the man leaped up in great joy and said to the king:

“Dear king, I beg you, give me permission to go home again, for
I haven’t been there for three or four years. Do me the great favor
and let me go.”

The king said: :

“My dear friend, if you wish to go, you may do so. But if you
prefer to remain with me, you can live here and eat at my table for
the rest of your life. I'll never be able to repay the good things you
did for me.”

And so the rabbi took leave of the king and went home, The
king wanted to give him many presents, but the rabbi said:

“Your Majesty, you have seen for yourself that I have money
enough at home. Therefore, I don’t need your money. You've done
me a big enough favor by getting me the ring. Without it, I Tvould
have had to remain a werewolf all my life.” T ‘

Of cours_e, if the king had known the secret of the ring, he Would
not have been so quick to return it. Even though the king ‘had no
dearth of beautiful objects, he still did not possess such a prize as

the ring, whose value was beyond estimate.
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. And so, the rabbi took'some food tor the journey and started out.
dgﬂt}he wfa)l;,l hek oncle again gathered fifty students and bought them
es of black velvet, and they came to hi 4
even set foot there, he said: g e T puki, Sne s e
“I wish to God that my wife, damn her %
, soul, would turr: :nto a
donkey. Let her stand in the stable a ;
nd eat t Wi
Sy L ber ea from the trough: with
Meanwhile, the news had's
while, ot pread through the town that the rabbi
was arriving with fifty students, all dressed in velvet. The w;ol;
co%r]numty gave the rabbi a hearty welcome. .
cy wanted ‘
e sf,’;d: nted to know where he had been for so long, but the
“It would be better if you didn't ask. I won't tell
been.” .
The rabbi acted as if he didn’t know
_ what had happened to hi
wife, although he fully realized she was in the stablt:.pI\PIcvcrtheleslsS

you where I've

upon coming home, he did ask his servants:

“Where is my wife? I don’t see her an
! ywhere! She won’t b
to look at the fifty students I've brought back with me.” on't be able

His servants said:
“Dear Rabbi, please don’t be frightened, and we'll tell you the

whole truth.”

The rabbi said:

] won't be frightened.”

So they began:

“Dear Rabbi, as soon as we heard that you were coming, we ran
to tell your wife the wonderful news. But we couldn’t find her
anywhere. And we don’t even know what’s become of her.”

The rabbi wasn’t the least bit frightened and he continued to af-
fectignorance. He said: -

« think that if she stays away as long as I did, she'll still come

back in the end.”
Meanwhile, the rabbi started acting as he had always acted. He

distributed alms to the poor, kept up a yeshivah, did good deeds

and kind actions. Everyone rejoiced. 1
A short time later, he gave a large banquet and invited the entire

town. Sitting there in high spirits, he said:
“Friends, since the Good Lord helped me to come home safe and

sound, I swore an oath to build a beautiful house of worship. The

bricks we need for the construction will be hauled by the donkey.”

This donkey was his wife. But the others didn’t know he had
transformed her. They said:

“Dear Rabbi, may the Good Lord help you and enable you to
carry out your wish in peace and health.”

Meanwhile, the donkey had been eating a Jot and gotten fat. And
in front of people, she had no sense of modesty, she coupled openly
like all animals. But when the rabbi made her haul bricks on her
back, she became very scraggy-. The rabbi saw that she didn’t want
to move, so he kicked her in the ribs and said:

“You wicked shrew! What ordeals you inflicted on me—the devil
take you!”

~ And the rabbi made the donkey work until she grew very, very
scraggy. This took a long time, and no one wondered where his
wife had gone.

‘As soon as the synagogue was built,
banquetinviting all his wife's kith and kin. When they were all

tipsy, the rabbi told them the entire story, everything that had hap-
pened to him, the terrible troubles his wife had caused - him, until

the rabbi gave another great
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the Good Lord had helped him and he had recovered his human
form:

“That’s why I turned her into a donkey, and that’s what she’ll re-
main for the rest of her days.”

When her kith and kin heard this, they were terrified anc felt
pity for her. They pleaded with the rabbi to forgive her, acsring
him she would never do it again. But the rabbi wouldn’t trust ke

Not long after that, the rabbi passed away, leaving his chil2zca a
vast wealth. But the wishing-ring had vanished, and his wifs re-
mained a donkey as long-as she lived.

. That is why King Solomon said that one should never entrust a
secret to one’s wife. For if the rabbi had not told his wife the secret
of the wishing-ring, he would have been spared his ordeal and not
have had to run-about in the woods. But in the end he paid her
back what she deserved. For, as it is written in the Book of Psalms:

“He made a pit, and dug it, and he has fallen into the pit that he

made.” o




