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Charscters (in order of sppesrance)

Children: _
Yisrolik/ Bolush- tlie youngest (cen be played by a girl)

Yosl / Kulss
Chanele / Halinke- His sister
Wladek- Polish cigarette vendor

Berl / Bitshek- the oldest

Adults:
Yosl's Mother
Soldier / Blackmailer
Babtshe~ 0ld Polish women
Crezy Dsughter- adolescent

Narrstor- member of Jewish underground

Dancers

Act I: The lsrsaw Ghetto and the "Arysn" side, 1942

Act II: The "Arysn" side of Warssw, after the
liquidation of the Ghetto, “utumn, 1943

Aet III: Severall months later.
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Scene I Act I: Tskes place in the Ghetto snd on the "Arysn" side,
1942, As sudience enters, they find YISROLIK sleeping
center stsge, covered with rags. Play begins with the
music of "KH'HEYS YISROLIK" in background. YISROLIK
wakes up snd begins shging the words end begging. DANCERS
wearing yellow srmbasnds begin moving around him as passers-—

by. Freeze., Iade out.
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Scene 2 Iights up on stege left. INOTHER, YOSL and CHANELE sitting
at an empty teble. MNMOTHER with hesd in hands. YOSL depressed
and CHANELE crying.
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Lights up on center stege. Yisrolik is gone. Dancers resume

action but at & slower psce. One falls. Freeze.
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Dancers resume their movement. Two more dencers "die."
Freeze. Yosl is now determined to lesve the ghetto.
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Silence. Yosl gets up, goes over to MOTHER who gives him a
o few pennies, in silence., YOSL leaves. Blackout.
Scene 3 Morning. DANCERS dressed in workers' csps. YOSL Joins their
ranks leaving the '"ghetto." each worker is stopped at the
"gagte" for his pspers. YOSL speaks by unnoticed. Once on the
"Arysn side" he removes arm basnd and buys two loafs of bread.
DAI'CERS are "working'" all the while, digging ditches. Once
the transsction is done, Dancers stop work, line up, and are

joined by YOSL who secretly sells oneof his loafs to a DANCER,




Scene 4

Sneaks back into ghetto with them. Dencers disperse. YOSL
returns to his "house." He rushes in, revives his mother,
hsnds her the bresd and returns the money.
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MOTHER embrsces her son and 21l eat. YOSL looks exceptionslly
proud. Blackout.

Tights on center stage. A lerge sign of TYPHUS~~EINTRITT
VERBOTEN dominstes the scene. DANCERS sre lying on the ground,
some motionless, some begging for help. #An ATTELDANT wearing
8 white arm bsnd carries sway the "corpses." Scecne continues
as lights up on stage left. DMOVHER crouched on the floor.
Yosl is lying on top of the table. CHAILLE surveys the scene,
whe, too is sick. ©She snesks out of the "house" pas the
"Corpses" who resch out to her, and crawls thru a .-hole in the
imsginary wall to the "Arysn side.'" Starts scrounging for
food. Blackout on house and ghetto.

Ls Chanele wanders sbout desperately on the arysn side,

Babtshe steps out of her house stage right. ©She is old snd
bedrasggled and carries s bundle of keys on her belt., ©She
begins sweeping the front of her house., s soon as Chanele
catches sight of her, she starts from fight snd begins to flee.
Babtshe calls her back.
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Chenele he31tates at flrst but £1nally 03% s, overcome

by her own hunger. The inside of the house is s mess. The
Crazy Daughter is busy playing jecks on the floor. All the
while, she doesn't look up from her gesme. Chsnele sits down

at a smell teble snd the Babtshe brings her a bowl of something
to est., Chanele devours the contents of the bowl snd the
stertled Babtshe crosses herself in fright. After the meal,
Babtshe shows Chasnele the ladder lesading up to the attic.
Chanele climbs up ad goes right to sleep. Babtshe snd Crazy
Daughter slecp down below, on the floor. Iishts dim on

them but they remsin visible during the "round-up."




Dim lights on the ghetto, POLICE, wearing NAZI srmbands
begin rounding up people by force. C(ne oliceman bresks
into Yosl's home, overturning tsble, chairs, dragging him
and his lMother sway. They join the Dancers stage center
who are being besten. Yosl menages to snesk away. Center

stoge is emptied.

Morning. Iights up on Babtshe's house. Chanele climbs

down from the sttic. Dabtshe gives her s half loaf of

bresad. Crezy Daughter lsughs. Chencle lesves and sneaks
back into the ghetto the same wsy she left. Finds the streets
deserted. ~he rushes home, sees what has hapoened, is too
frentic even to cry and rushes off. Blsckout.

Act II: +tskes place on ‘the Aryan Side of Varsaw. nutumfsjl945°

Scene 1 Tisrolik, center stege. Hums "Yisrolik" to himself, Stege @nitee—
~%é¥%kis now a resteurant with s sgn "NUR FUR DEUTSCHE".

Seated inside is one SCLDILR wearing Nazi armbsnd. He is
drinking coffee. Dancers, symbolicelly arrsnged as soldiers
and Polish citizens welk through the streets.

German merdhing music is coming from stage left. As

Yisrolik hums, he unconscicusly begins stepping up the beat
of his song until it, too, sounds like s merching tune. He
begins goose-stepping up end down. Psssers-by notice him,
lsugh and throw him money.

Soldier gets up from the table, sees Yisrolik doing his

act end smiles. He calls to Yisrolik whko goes over fesrfully.
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Soldier takes & whistle out of his pocket, blows it and
hands it to Yisrolik who grabs tho whistle snd runs--right into

Chanele,

The childreh stop desd in their tracks. <They scrutinize each
other. Once they heve regsined their composure they look
around cerefully to mske sure no one is watching them. Move
upstage.




5

CROYA 71D %7 IYPIAVITI LYPIIAVITIIR 71D wOY2 1% ¢ ¥IAIN

SRY IPURRTWY

290200 211 22900

SPIPRIVY 7DTOAYA UK IART RDYA JOK L, wiIvR2 Sk leie

27779 VO3 1T LYPITYRA 0% R YDIIN

CRY PV

?nMDWD ,YDRD-YORYD 2720130

(«7223 9298 BRp 7277 vYprw) PN

V357 PWIIR YT 47IR L,RT 10072 AIRY 2311 1 yoinan

LDOWIR 2297 PR

?1voayy oR1Y 71D 13N

G237 7R IR PBOYA IR PIPRTWY

PI¥3%111 13 111 I0OXT % :FYAIN

(oy11713) ni1avIn 27 7oK 70111 70K y 773 :P’bxﬁ@’

D271 B3I YIMH IYLYR IR 22 L, 7BRYW DIY DAR IR RY aARA J°R .y IR0
ORI 7R LD P2 O¥3 1T .0 pPFIVARIND qep VIDRY L IYIRT (1D
L IYDDIR2 IPT IR 77D IYDYBY °7 BYI1 PR IR

, TIRTIVA DYOo°LPY TR RDYA 27T ©I*T 719 .01a (wrT30p vYIYINW) :P’b&ﬁW’
, I3 y7 (worY) Lv2X AW R OIWHR LJRT R IWDIIR B3I IR qrYY
YY1 R 7IR LN0%D 7IR BYI 17 7DD R BYOR (YDIPRI ARATD
1YY

Yisrolik returns to the street with Chanele. Yisrolik
begins his "routine" this time to Yhanele's accompsniment. More
money from the crowd. After a while, the street empties and they
retire to staze right--to Bebtshe's house. Chsnele Knocks & admitted.
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Babtshe observes him csrefully and finslly lets them in. Crazy
Daughter runs over to the ladder and stretches out her hand:
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Chanele and Yisrolik eesch pay her and climb up the ladder. Crazy
Daughter gives the money to Babtshe, then follows the children up.
On the upper level the children become engrossed in a game of jacks.
Blackout.

Scene 2 Iights on stape left snd center. Stage left is now a com-
munal kitchen. =~ large sign carrying the letters "R.G.C." hangs
over the table. & gigsntic pot rests on the teble. iladek is
holding Yosl by the cost and yelling:
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Wladek sterts beeting him up. In this instasnt Bitshek appears,
surveys the scene, runs up to tlasdek and throws him to the
ground.,
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Bitshek continues beating him and finelly lets him escape.
Yosl is still on the ground. Bitshek helps him up. Pause.
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Yosl is frightened. He answers quickly as if reciting a
formula:
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They walk over to sbtage left where a Woman wearing an apron is
serving food to Dencers wsiting in line. Bitshek takes two
tin cens out of his coat pocket and hends one to Yosl. They
get into line and each receives a portion of "soup." They sit
down in a corner and est ravenously.
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Yosl is silent. He doesn't know what to say After a while:
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Yosl jumps up end is sbout to run swey when Bitshek whispers?
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Yosl stsres st him in smezement. At first he is unwilling to
believe but seeing witshek smile, he too bresks into a grin end

sits down again.
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They get up end exit left. Blackout.

Scene 3% Stage left reconverted into & restesurant. iseveral soldiers
are now inside making merry. The same marching music as before.
Dancers, 8ll dressed ss soldiers, walk through the street. Wladek
is standing center back selling cigsrettes. Bitshek and Yosl
appear from stage left. Yosl sees Wladek and is taken sback,
but Bitshek calms him down., They observe ladek at work,
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Bitshek hands Yosl four packs of cigarettes which he tskes from

his pocket and instructs him to stend in fromt of the "restaurant."
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Yosl obeys. LAs soon as he apwnroasches, liladek turnsoon him sngrily:
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Yosl, frightened, looks bsck at Bitshek who sopears beside him.
Wladek backs off and continues selling further right. Bitshelk,
satisfied, moves upstege. At this point one Soldier steps out of
the restsurant gd is met by Yosl.
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The soldier tskes & bill from his pocket and buys sll four packs.
Yosl, elated, runs over to Bitshek.
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Ritshek smiles.
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Yosl run%off, stage left. lesnwhile Bitshek rummsges around and
finds some random pieces of wood end o.'stone, He tskes some nails
out of his pocket and starts constructing s vendor's box. Just
as he finishes, Yosl arrives with the new cigsrettes. Bitshek
shows off his hendiwork.
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Bitshek hands the box to Yosl.
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Yosl takes the box and walks up and down the stage looking for a
rope or string. When this fails, he turns to the sudience and asks:
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(A "plant" in the sudience may be used@} tlhen he procures one
he runs over to Bitshek.
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And ties it sround his neck. He puts the cijarettes in the box
and starts calling out his wares, with more onfidence than

before.
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Scene 4 Same as before, minus Wladek. Fewer soldiers in the streets.
Now Bitshek also carries a vendor's box and is stetioned a few
paces away from Yosl. ©Soldzer walks by snd both boys run over

to him.
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Soldier buys & peck from Bitshek snd exits. Yisrolik / Bolush
enters from right singing the "militery" version of his song.
Bitzhek and Yosl exchange glsnces as they recognize the tune,
Bolush doesn't notice them. Both boys breek into & smile. As
Bolush starts doing his "act", the boys begin whistling "Yisrolik"
in its original version. Bolush stops and turns sround in smszes
ment snd fright. The boys go up to him in e csrefree msnner,
each one teking him by the arm, snd begin ilmitating his march.
Bolush, thinking they sre¢ out to get him, tries to bresk away,
but before he can, & whistle is heesrd snd Chanele / Halinke runs
in looking for her partmer. #All three boys turn around.

Yosl and Halinke sre thunderstruck as they recognize esch other.
Halinke slmost calls out "Yosl", but stops herself after the
first syllsble. They rush into each other's srms. Passers-by
take notice. Bolush is lost. Only Bitshek tskes stock of the
situation and leads them aside.
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The children walR off gsily in the direction of Bsbtshe's house.
Helinke knoclg and is sdmitted by the Crazy Daughter
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Dasughter lets them in. DBabtshe epoesrs snd throws up her hands
in despair:
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Babtshe relents. Hslinke leads the way to the attic. The

crazy dsughter collects from eech of them, as before. The four
children climb upsteirs. They sit down in a circle whispering to
each other excitedly and giggling. The "theme" music of "Yisrolik"
as heerd in the background. Grocdual fade out.

INTERMISSTION

et IITI: "Arysn" Side. Vinter, 194%.

Scene 1: "R.G.0." communsl kitchen sct up, stege left. ©Seated at a
smell side table is the Nerrstor dressed in 8 h.avy coat, H%is
eating bresd andsoup. Severel Dancers, drecsed for winter, wait
in line for soup. As lights come up, Bitshek enters the kitchen
and gets into line. Nerrator looks up and notices Bitshek, whom he
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recognizes. Their glences mcet for s second., Bitshek gets his
food and sits down on the floor, not far from llarrstor's table.
Again their glesnces meet, this time for several moments. It is
clesr thet Bitshek recognizes the Narrator ss well. Nerrator
finishes eating quickly, zcts up end with a mod of his hesad,
motions Bitshek to follow. DBitshek gobbles down the remnder of

his soup and follows him cerefully. He comes up behind Narrator
and ssks:
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Bitshek nods his head.
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Nerrstor puts on 8 sorrowful expression. *“lthough he is trying
to befriend the boy, his secret work does not sllow him to reveal

anything about himself,
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Nerrater is visibly surprised.

2MTIIIRT YT ORT TOR Y ¢ RO S

<7X2Tp 2297 7 71D YR?D (D2IR JYIIRI %0 L% 1¥397 "0 $PYI0 ]
,'"MY3 9oy 7T§b" D TR OIYDRTIZ 0T (0YRA 0D

P17 LT IR TR ODYIR VR DHURARA 21 $ KDL

ywehrip 99 7§ TIIIR B0 72°°0 YRD R L, TTIIR LRAYA IRE YIR D22 PII0Y
D 7YRUA IRT L J0IYRIPRT 77;311 TT3IIN 70;’n 297 ,qybaae
L7123 BID

TOT IVD UDYID IWHR L (YRR B JUUR OIX UK YYP LI,y ¢ WO

PyRYD 790X 720D
«AYA?IT R MI'D JAURD L,DIA $PJ0% 2
They psrt company, each in different directions. Blackout.

Scene 2: ©Stage left a restaurant sgain. DMNilitary music, lots of move-
ment and noise. Several Dancers, goose-stenping in form tion,
cross the stage. ladek and Children sll stationed st different
nlaces, calling out thelr wares:
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Nerrstor enters and see Bitshek closest to him. They move upstage
to talk. #11 this wile the Childrcn sre selling their wares to

passing soldiers.
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SOLDIER is examining HALINKE'S merchandise and asks:
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SOLDIER picks up one pack,
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HALINKE hands him another pack which he exsmines carefully and
smells.,
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SOLDIER puts the pack in his pocket.
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SOLDIER psys and leaves. HALINKE spits into the banknote for good

luck and puts it away in her pocket. BOLUSH comes up to her
smiling. HALINKE bursts out laughing.
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NARRATOR, who has been watching the entire transaction, now goes
over to the CHILDREN himself and buys a pack of cigarettes from
BOLUGH.
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BOLUSH and HALINKE exchange glances, suspiciously.
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BOLUSH's susficions are now definitely sroused. He looks up at
NARRATOR end then sround him, for an escape route. Long, uncom-
fortable pause. HALINKE interrupts sharply.
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The situstion is saved by BITSHEK's approach. He smiles ironically.,
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The CHILDREN RELAX snd staert asking NARATOR questions excitedly.
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A SOLDIER eppears and crosses the stage in their direction.
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CHILDREN take up their positions quickly. SOLDIER passes them

without stopping to buy. CHILDREN again crowd sround NARRATOR.
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NARRATOR lesves. CHILDREN pack up their goods and walk off in the
other direction. Blackout,

Scene 3: At BABTBHE's. CHILDRIN sitting downsteirs playing Jjacks with
WRMY DAUGHTER. BOLUSE gets up from the game, and with his back

\A\ \Ml\ to the audience, starts peeing into @ bowl on the floor. Just at
R\ this moment, BABTSHE comes in, sees him snd shouts.
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BOLUSH shakes hih head violently.
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BOLUSH refuses, pretending to be embarassed.
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Nobody moves. CRAZY DAUGHTER continues her game as if nothing

were happening.
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KULAS puts 2 bill into BABTSHE's apron pocket. BABTSHE turns her
back on the Children, takes out the banknote and examines it.
She shakes her head, but speaks in a milder tone.
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KULAS demonstrates by running his forefinger scross his throst.
In fact, he is amazed at his own self-confidence. BABSTHE looks at
them in surprise.
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BABTSHE turns to her Daughter who is still playing Jjaecks.
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CRAZY DAUGHTER shoutg back in fright:
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Somehow she figures it out by herself and runs over to the lsdder.
She sticks out her hend and looks suspiciously at the CHILDREN.,
Calls to BOLUSH first, who is nearest.
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BOLUSH hands her a single banknote and scrambles up the ladder.

All the CHILDREN do likewise. BABTSHE reslizes whaet has happened

ang begins yelling:
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BISHEK collects the remeinder of the money from each of the
CHILDREN and carried it down to BABTSHE. She counts the money
and hides it in her bosom. Her voice is now full of pity.
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BABTSHE kneels on the floor, crosses herself and begins to pray
silently. Blackout.

Scene 4: "Platz" scene. Only a few soldiers on scene. All the CHITDREN
are busy selling. VLADEK comes up on KULAS from behind, grabs all
his cigarettes with one hand snd holds him with the other.
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WLADEK lets him go and KULAS runs across the stsge to BITSHEK,
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Bitshek and Kulas go over to Wladek who is looking very smug.
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Wladek shakes his head wich a wry smile.
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Bitshek knocks '/ladek down. .ladek sterts scfesming.
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Soldiers stert coming to the scene. As soon es. Bitshek notices,
he calls out.
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Scene

Bitshek lets go of his victim and gll the Children run off in
different directions.

5 DBebtshe's house. Dark. Bitshek, Hslinke and Bolush are asleep
upsteirs. Daughter asleep downstairs end Bebtshe is sitting at
the table, eating. Blackmeiler, elegently dressed, approaches
with his compsnion (one of the Dancers). Blackmailer knocks on
the door very loudly twice, then kicks it with his foot.
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Babtshe jumps up. Children swske im.edietely and find s hiding
plece in the attic. Babtshe opens the door and the Men enter
quickly.
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Blackmsiler and Companion turn the place inside out. Blackmsiler
climbs up the ladder snd looks sround carefully. Should be
played for suspense. Bleckmeiler climbs back down.
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The men leave., The Children come out from hiding, climb down snd
embrace Babtshe. rliesnwhile, as they cross the stage, the lMen meet
Kulas coming home.,
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Kulas welks over to them, fearfully.
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Kulss mekes a run for it and the lMen chasse after. 4 "chsse scene"
ensues throughout the entire theatre, in and out of the aisles.
Kules hides somewhere in the sudience and the lien go right by

him. They return to the stage, =~ 7 give up end exit. Kulss care-
fully returns to the stage, knocks on Babtshe's door snd is admitt
ed by the greteful Children. Kulss, bresthing heavily, tells

them what happened,
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Children go into & corner and whisper smong themselves. Bitshek

steps out to spesk for the group.
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Children climb upsteirs and go to sleep. Blackout.

HAM.  Nobedj avowed wake Cadh ofhis Wi
Scene 6  Communal kitchen "H,G,0." Narrator is sitting in his previous
spot, eating. Children come running. Only Helinke enters and
‘X‘X%Q/' motions for him to come out. Narrator packs up the rest of his
& \ food and goes over to the Children who crowd around him.
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Narrator is visibly concerned.
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Narretor hends:the money-to Bitshek who shekes his hand sl most
in g business-like manner, Narrator smiles.

L 7DYIV PTOIT 0T D IPYIY OBLOY WT UTR O7ATRA ,pi1a TIKDIATRS
Narrator starts to lesve. Stons end turns back. ) T
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Narrstor takes leave of them CHildren hsve regained their spirits.
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Bitshek hands the money to Halinke.
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Bitshek exits left. Children walk over to the right. They stand
in front of Babtshe's house for a few moments, afrsid to knack.
Finally Halinke knocks. Babtshe opens the door.
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Bolush cups his hands snd blows into them.
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Babtshe is speechless-she lets them in without 2 word. Once
inside, Hallnkekands her the money which Babtshe hides in her

bosom.
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Children mske their way to the sttic. At this point Bitshek
knocks and is admitted by Bsbtshe. He is carrying a basg. He

climbs upstairs and pours out%he contents of his bag on the floor:
five potatoes and five candles.
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The children laugh. Thefarrsnge the five candles in a row, each
stuck . in a (pre-punched) potatoe.

L7°%=12731 B TTIIR A30T L,wIYRA YR30

Bolush is delighted. Hq%tands up and sings.
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Bolush interprets the verse as he sings it. For the first line
he pretends to be shlverlng from the cold. Ior the second, he
shows the snow falling and for the last two he expresses warmth
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Now Kulss stanqs up and acts ou+%he second verse to Bolush's
singing.
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Kulss tekes a "He-lian" stence for the first two lines and fights
off the "enemy" with his "sword" for the last two.
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Now Hslinke comes forward.
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Halinke plays imeginary dreydl for the beginning of the stanza.
At the word "shlekht" she mekes a sour face snd at "rekht'--
she smiles. Finslly she pulls out "money" ot the last line.
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Children sit. Psusee.Bitshek lights the first cendle snd mumbles
the blessing under his bresth. The Children answer "Omeyn."
He remaves the condle from thepotetoe and with it lights the

next one, saying: !
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Bitshek hands the shemes to Kules who 1i_hts the second csndle,
saying:
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Kulas hands the shames to Halinke who lights the third saying,
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Halinke handsthe shemes to Bolush who lights the last candle
saying, '
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Gradual Fsde Out. Condlegs gre left burning., Children leave.
Lights go up. No curtsin call.




