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1997 Uriel Weinreich Program
Siyem-hazman

Greetings
Tom L. Freudenheim
Executive Director, YIVO

Remarks

Jeffrey Salant
Director, Uriel Weinreich Program

Keynote Address
Dovid Roskies
Professor, Jewish Theological Seminary

Program
Sarah Zemel — song

Jocelyn Cohen — reading

Orit Aizenman, Dara Amchin, Dore Anisman,
Sheila Case, Jocelyn Cohen, Beth Anne Cole,
Laurie Ehrlich, Idana Goldberg, Shari Goldbery,
Michelle Gumprich, Max Kellerman, Joseph Kling,
Daniel Leisawitz, Michal Lemberger, Caroline
Light, Dana Ohren, Debra Olin, Sharon Pollack,
Susan Rivo, Judy Rottersman, Marianne Sanua,
Beth Silverberg, Alisa Solomon, Emily Stewart,
Deborakh Yalen, Sarah Zemel

Elementary I & I — song

Eve Jochnowitz, Esther Goodman — message
Kenneth Moss — composition
Pamela Brown, Marion Jacobson — song and play

Alisa Solomon — reading

Pamela Brown, Marion Jacobson, Joshua Karlip,
Laura Koeppel, David Shneer, Brian Zumhagen
Theater Workshop — scenes

Beth Anne Cole — song
Awarding Diplomas

Refreshments
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YIDDISHLAND AND ITS LEADERS
Prof. Dovid-Hirsh Roskies (JTS)

LL. Peretz was the first to recognize that the weaknesses of Yiddish culture might also
become a source of its strength. Without an entrenched aristocracy, without a fixed
geography, and without the external trappings of nationhood (armies, archives,
monuments, universities), Yiddish could become the vanguard of the new, the unifying
force of a universal Jewish culture -- with writers and intellectuals like himself at its
helm. Yiddishland, he believed, could survive and thrive behind a visionary leader.

Peretz's aristocratic demeanor, his tireless efforts on behalf of Yiddish culture, and his
exacting standards cast him in the role of rebe to a new generation of Jews. His home in

the fancy part of Warsaw became a major pilgrimage site.

In 1947, after Warsaw and most of the Yiddish-speaking Jews of Europe had been
ground to dust, a 34-year-old survivor of the Vilna ghetto took up Peretz's mantle. By
adopting the name of Peretz's most celebrated play, Di goldene keyt , Abraham
Sutzkever set out to do the impossible: to reunite the scattered remnants of his people
around a literary journal of the highest calibre. From his new home in Tel-Aviyv,
Sutzkever became for postwar Yiddishland what Peretz had been in his day: the
aristocrat, the standard-bearer, the visionary, and the universal Jew.

"If you build it, they will come," has become the unspoken motto of Aaron Lansky, now
being hailed as the new leader of Yiddishland. Though America is neither Poland nor
Israel, and the borders of Yiddishland have drastically shrunk, the question of
leadership remains. Can the diverse and scattered constituencies of Yiddish unite
behind one person? Should they? And is there anything to be learned from the models

of leadership that came before?

Summary of keynote address presented by Dovid-Hirsh Roskies at the 1997 siyem of the
YIVO/Columbia Yiddish Summer Program.



AZ IKH VEL ZOGN “LEKHO DOYDI”
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When [ Say “Come, My Beloved”

Folksong based on the traditional greeting to the Sabbath bride. Published in Yidisher
folkior in Vilna in 1938. in that version, the third stanza refers to the Yiddichist and Zionist
movements: Az ikh vel zogn: tsionistn... Az ikh vel zogn yidishistn.../ Yidishistn vert tsionistn,
tshiri-biri-bam” (When | say “Zionists”... When | say “Yiddishists™... Yiddishists become Zionists).

Singers in the United States added the “tshiribim™refrain from the song “Nisim” (Miracles):
“Nisim vel ikh aykh dertseyin” (I will tell you of miracles), c.f. Judith Eisenstein, Heritage of

Jewish Music.

Part of the opening melody is similar to Abraham Goldfaden's “Veynt zhe ale tsions tekhter” (Cry,
all you daughters of Zion) from his operetta Bar Kokhba.

Az ikh vel zogn: lekho doydi,
Zolt ir zogn: tshiri-biri-bim.
Az lkh vel zogn: likras kale,
Zoit ir zogn: tshiri-biri-bam.
Lekho doydi, tshiri-biri-bim,
Likras kale, tshiri-biri-bam,
Lekho doydi, likras kale,
Tshiri-biri-biri-biri-bam!

Refrain:

Tshiri-bim, tshiri-bam,
Tshiri-bim-bam, bim-bam, biri-bam,
Tshiri-bim, tshiri-bam,
Tshiri-bim-bam, bim-bam, biri-bam.
Ay, tshiri-biri, ay, tshiri-biri,

Ay, tshiri-biri, bim-bam-bam!

Az ikh vel zogn: kinder mayne,

Zolt ir zogn: tshiri-biri-bam,

AzZ ikh vel zogn: mazi-tov aykh ale,
Zolt Ir zogn: tshiri-biri-bam.
Kinderlekh mayne, tshiri-biri-bam,
Mazl-tov aykh ale, tshiri-biri-bam,
Kinderiekh mayne, mazi-tov aykh ale,
Tshiri-biri-biri-biri-bam!
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When [ say “Come, my beloved,” you will reply “tshiri-biri-bam."

When I say "My children.” you will reply ““tshiri-biri-bam.”"When | say “*Congratulations to

you all,” you will reply “tshiri-biri-bam."’

From "Pearls of Yiddish Song" by Eleanor and Joseph Mlotek, The Workmen's Circle 1988



