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'y~ THE HAUNTED TAILOR..... - - ..
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Ish Hoyo'Be-Zolodievka, there Was’a 'man ‘in Zolo:
dievka, a village near Mazapevke, not far from Hapla-*
povitch and Kozodoievka; between Yampoli and
Stristch, just on the way from Pistchi-Yavadeh to
Petschi-Khvost to Tetreve and from there to Yehupetz.
i U'shmo Shimon-Eliyohu, -and his name was Shimon-
| Eli, but he was called *‘Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu"
- because when he ‘said his prayers in the synagogue he
had & way of working himself up, putting a trill into his’
- prayers and singing them at the top of his voice. Vehoyo
koish khayet, and the man was a tailor—not, God for-
bid, one of those “‘ascended" tailors who sew accord-
 ing to the latest fashions: Rather, he was a genius patch
tailor who could make a hole or a patch invisible. He
could, for example, take an'old caftan and turn it intoa
cloak; then the cloak into a’ pair of trousers; of the
trousers he could make a shirt; and of the shirt some-
thing else again. Don't think that's such easy work—
and it was on this account that Shimon-Eli Shma-Ko-
leynu was a somebody in his world, since Zolodievka
was a very poor village where the making of a new suit
was not 5o frequent a matter. In Zolodievka, therefore, . ¥
they thought the world of him. > : b
However, he had one fault—he could not get alo
with the well-to-do and the authorities. He liked to —
meddle in communal business, taking always the side of
the village poor. He spoke openly against the philan-
thropists who busied themselves with the public wel-
fare; and he publicly maligned the tax gatherer, calling
him a money-leech, a bloodsucker, a cannibal. As for
the rabbis and the ritual slaughterers, the tax gatherer’s
. accomplices, he called them a gang of thieves and liars,
deceivers, killers, gangsters, highwaymen—may the
devil take them and their fathers® fathers to the genera-
tion of grandfather Terah and Uncle Ishmael into the

“Among “the laborers ‘and guildsmen,’ Shimon-Eli
Shma-Koleynu was thought of as d.scholar. For them X
this meant that he was someone who understood the
i ion, because Shimon-Eli
i h with passages—sometimes
chapters—of Gemara, of Midrash made out of
whole cloth: “The people...”. .. *I am small .
~. *“Today the world was created ‘“‘Here you are,
- creator of all light . . .™ . . , and other such words which
be always had ready at hand. On top of all this he had a
tolerably good, .if somewhat loud, voice, tending to-
ward a treble. He understood all the styles of prayerand
knew all the melodies and variations by heart.
- He was madly eager to get at the podium.

He was also the president of the tailor's synagogue,
which cost him blows from time to time, particularly on
Simkhas-Torah during the Ao Horeyso prayer when
those who did not get to carry a Torah vented their

Al his life Shimon-Eli had beén poor, bui the fact had
r. - (o B N AN e it o _

~never.disheartened him: On the contrary; he liked to
: say, *'Where there is poverty, there.is life;":;"'Where
- there is hunger, there is song.'} As the.Gemara says:.
- “Poverty fits a Jew like a red handkerchief on a pretty:
.. §irl.” In short, Shimon-Eli was one of those of whom it
is said that he was poor but ha ) CREP T NCTRTET [ CE
He was short and ugly and his clothes were always
stuck around with needles and pins. There were bits of
cotton clinging to his curly black hair. He had a little
 goatee, a flattened nose, and there was a
his lower lip. His eyes were large, black, and constantly.
smiling. He moved with a little dance step and with a
melody under his breath: “Ha’yom haras oylem, the
world was created today—nothing to worry about.” .
Vayhi lo bonim u'vonoys, and he had sons and daugh-
ters. He was burdened with children of all sizes, most
them female, some of them already grown. ;35w -
m ishto,- his wife's name .was : -Beila-
She was altogether his opposite, a Cossack of a
woman. From the day of their wedding she.took
Shimon-Eli in hand and never let 80..She wore the
‘pants, not he. He had tremendous respect for her.
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When, as she could do, she opened her mouth at him,

_ be simply shivered. But more. When there was no one
*. to see, she did not hesitate to give him a slap or two.

.Shimon-Eli tucked the_slap into his: pocket,- saying -
“Ha’yom haras oylem, the world was created today—
nothing to worry about.” “It is written in the holy
Torah, ‘And he, that is to say, the husband ./ he will :
reign over you.. ..’ Well, ... well ... . never mind. If:
all the kings from West to East came, it wouldn't h_elp_ _
mttel's." "‘,'.: ' & S ", Sl ”-:,;i 'f;'!».;- s ..

. It happened one day that Tsippa-Beila-Rexzq came-
home from the market. She threw her basket with her -
few purchases—a bit of garlic, some. parsley, a few:.
potatocs—to one side and cried angrily, *To hell withit, - -
Racking one's brain every day thinking what to cook.”

- You need to be smart as & prime minister. Beans and:

' dumblingi. dumplings and beans, and again beans and

; dumplings. May God not punish me for these words.

And all the while Nekhama Brukha—a poverty-

. stricken, penniless, indigent, needy pauper of a

woman—she has & goat) Why does she have a goat?
Because she has a husband, Lazer Shloimo—also a
tailor—but he’saman!- .. =~ . I s
. "No small matter, a goat. Nothing trivial about it.
When there’s a goat in the house, the children can have
. aglass of milk. One can cook up some groats and milk,
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£ Torah for a cream borscht.”
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and a meal becomes an easy matter. You can manage .
- the evening meal. And you can have a pitcher of sour

cream, some cheese now and then, some butter. One -

can live.” . FAm @ a8 0o 4
.__-*You're right, no doubt,” Shiraon-Eli said gently.
) mm"\ﬂ ‘““There is a saying, ‘Every Jew should have a goat.’ As
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And the like. And so on. She gave him such lectures

(UP\% "several times a day until Shimon-Eli gave her his word

t
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WIS TR WISR — PON vz that, with God’shelp.shp should have agoat. She could
" &F3TIEYI DYDY PIOB IR ﬂ,_z,gra'sleep soundly onit. - -~ . - -

From that time Shimon-Eli saved groschen upongro-

- schen. He denied himself necessary things. He pawned
his sabbath caftan, on which he paid weekly interest.
Finally he had only to take the money he had saved and
go to Kozodoievka to buy a goat.

Why especially to There were two

' _ reasons: first, the name of the town itself translated into

Yiddish means *milkgoats™; the second, Tsippa-Beila-

. Reiza had overheard a neighbor to whom she had not

spoken in several years. She, the neighbor, had heard

. - from her Kozodoievka sister, who had come for a visit,
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ghat there, in Kozqc_l_gi_cxkg,_ there was a primary school

“teacher who was sar'ddnically called **Chaim-Chono

the Wise'' because he was so stupid. This man had a
wife, Thema Gittel, who was called *“Thema Gittel the
Silent,” because, as it is said about women, she had

"+ _nine measures of speech. And this quiet Thema Gittel
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had two goats, both of them milk-givers. It is natural to
ask, ““Why does she deserve two goats, milk-givers to'
boot? What would be the catastrophe should she not
have so much as one? There are people who do not have

* 80 much as half a goat. Well .". . do they die of it?"

“You're very right,” Shimon-Eli said to his wife,

. “*You know . . . it's an old complaint. As it is written,’
. ’Tv'v'wu P iu~bem°an-| ”" O T 3

. and both of them give milk. Why do 'you need two
milk-giving ‘goats? For@m No doubt, then,

. *Just listen to him. Here he is again with his quota-'

tions,” his wife interrupted. *‘One talks of a goat, and

he quotes. You'd better go tothe Kozodoievka teacher
and say to him: ‘We've heard that you own two goats,

oAl V9
' e r\(
you must want to sell one of them. Sell it to me.’ That's

. how to talk with him, do you understand?” -

IRE (&

Y




- 3™ P 1 HRuoY Dt — 1 By Ny B —

AOB 'R M 3WNDD UKD FOSE M8 MNP PR D¥1 1 vown R 2

2 LRI ERLEN JINDEDD Y/ ¥ bRy
— Ipwp [ BYD ¥ WWM MW R W W —
oW A% ¥ D DN YD — S Y AT DR LI
1§D DY NPV WOYI IM I v ipwoe v B W
IYIgn D I NNE PR NG DA I PR 05D WPNYET
Spp FIN3 PR POIY MY JRIWD I 13 PR’D TR BN

e ¥y PIrRYOSID MY NN PDIKTINRD D¥N PP
— WpMWIE ™ D IR RONDD 8T R pSm e ‘v*

pOSH! PED ME ..§ N8 8 BN pgn 1D 1 BENFIED
f pORYEPARD 1T YN M o T

— fpr') NYDTAED TR LT DN IVDEIRD ™R —
T 1roya 3 IR R B5YI 1D WD — ORTPRY v
wnow Jafl spd - oEM s e S [0 BID BIYI WD
¥OEYI NN PR'D 18 1T BONYL S PR BOYSY .DYAYIR
o' "0 DD Ned wn Wy Mk oS¥nyT L yaod M
D 18D WiD 1N DI PO M WO 0N Nyl — YBKR
2 3Ty BAyoP PIOB PR M 203 wspow By e P
_yDo¥DPIEDY YDIEITNEIT yailnpepoe

oy ! poB ¥ S¥m ¥ W% 1k D0B ¥ Syp ¥ WM —
— Lpum 17 DSy IPIMPIE IpgD 'R NP D B'POB
oMK (M) DR BIFFI IR MMITRSNATNIRYE DR 1Y DR
1 oy 540 8 I8 DMK B0 BEOND D 7 T T
~yogp eS0 oyl RIATDMR M3 W31 WA It St W
ogn wp foe) W Suy WouD O¥N '8 N2 DY B

I LIVBNE SNE DAY B DN WD LIS BN W
U7 W R L,BER JN3 JETRD 23T MIVYPOYD N§
DR ,10 — 15'DK Y% ¥aden | BYN VI8DIKD D¥N BN
LR 3o 1D

UG IIPINR YT PR YR R DR

n

S SypYBRD

70 BEN LNy 280 W) R’ —I1R P3N
LDIPNEUIRE DR (IIRDPYEIR  OWWENI WY WM
PYNE PR PR SO ('o'D Sypyow DT At BB oum
DIBTIY DS YR VWM IR

JIWEMS LIpe's DIpY 8 'R ¥0N DET TR s
BIE OKPIDY D3 BRIV 25 [P JDIWDN (PN
PR e 8D IVESYIBYYIDNR L IVDIPINEPIONR M8
Me .BDYS WD W AR 0¥ PR I3 DY) HORTYDY
DMK |8 BT J'T D PNV DY) JEIKR YN 1yagn 28
D§T N SNTSND YN Y M S50 DYI™M) DYIYagnEMm
SYSYPITIRY  PIMINYOND noYpSK DD [YONDY3 DR YD
D (yEDER ¥ DY DY) IOYANK ¥ 1yagn S W
pen 10ES w eowe PIVNSp D PYDESD ¥ ,WOMIMD
1D ¥ ™3 DD AM [YPROPY) KIE DPYDYYI YY) 1§ '™
Yo 53 DIEIIWD DEN WHPPDY VRTIWOY  TW WAM
@ W1 WD FAPD (P3N (I PTG ROUN WL U 'R
™8 D WY M3 M DD kG pI5'3 payng Ten
P50 ¥ yYyoNd ¥ W OyoyRgS DD DYWTDED IR
1D DY3 ¥ — PYUYDER W N3 IR DN MK PR M
JNY 1P 30 8 OWD — Bl EMR WSR3 MM
JOBWITIN Joypratasen e D'ME WD DIV

@ DAZANR P3N LPWINT TPBY DN VD Be)
T3 JDED, : MOD FIprIe 1IPBY J°1 WD W (V3gn
¥ — M5 ¥oR Wwam Pk LLULyopy Yoo [pohd yoen
e (o (yop oesy §poy, AMITOMITE'¥ B PAT)
S YT [PWOUR [VORD [O'D DIVRIK DEI WS Oyum
ﬂ\ L9 ST 1137 YN DY) WK DO§Y DBRNTRD ! SimmpYor
@ 13 1T 5D YON 5PN AV Ll ERR e e oo
SN PORI B MY R S DIRNY PUYILE %y panyn PR
DB AM B M1 SRR WD PR T IFEY) BRI D¥N
PAMY DB LD D PR DYOFI'E DB LYVOD YD MW
DA™ & ISIPEY DB DR IWOPD JIYINEIS B ,ony
Syoys (YO PWBNR PAYR N IymS DN Dl yose
LTRED DYITND B DD IR YIRE WO R B'D

=DM WEYIE W DD PSM R ANR Y (YD
=399 APYAD Y WM W ANR BN WIYDOND WD
DSBS YSRPIPEE WINR T DN LN WITDYPYEY WD
IIIMBEYINIR INDIWON YO B PR PR O¥N B M
“KNM YT ,D'R DD WORN DET MR DY 'R WOIDKI ¥
T PR BAY W T BPW W T OPW W DR Bty o} Ab]
voo ey MAD PR’D — BOM3 WHD W B BEY M
Lo

-
i
e,‘-(’%

“Of course I understand. What do you mean?" said

Shimon-Eli. . *With money, will I have to beg? With
money one can buy anything. Silver and gold will clean
bastards and pigs. What's bad is when there is no
money, as Rashi says, ‘Daddy’s not there, go to sleep.’
Or as it is said, *Without fingers you can't thumb your

nose: _

“Again a quotation, and once more a quotation. My

head's quotationing. May you sink . . ..,” said his wife,
Tsippa-Beila—Reiza. burying him under nine ells of

earth as she rehearsed him over and over in how to talk
with Chaim-Chono the teacher in case he was willingto
sell. Well, and what if he was unwilling? Why should he’
be unwilling? Why should he be entitled to two goats,
and milkers to boot? There are Jews in the world, God

be praised, who do not have so much as halfagoat. If . -
s0, do they die of it? Pa PR AN e

.~ And so on and so on, always the same theme.
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Ha’boyker or, it was dawn. Our tailor rose eagerly,
said his prayers, took his stick and a leading rope, and
. peacefully started off on foot. It was Sunday, a bright,
lovely summer’s day. It had been a long time since
Shimon-Eli could remember such a delightful day, and
long since Shimon-Eli had been out in the countryside
in the open air—since his eyes had seen such green
traceries of branches in the wood, such a lovely blanket
of green fields strewn with every kind of color. It had
~ been long since his ears had heard such a piping of birds
and the flutter of tiny wings, long since his nose had
smelled such fine odors of grass and freshly turned
earth. )
Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu spent his days in quite
another world. He looked at quite different pictures: a
~ dark cellar . . . an oven near the door . .". next to the
door, shovels and spades and a slop pail filled to the
brim. Next to the slop pail, a bed made of three boards
on which there were many children, God be praised,
“each child smaller than the next, half-naked, entirely
barefoot, unkempt, and always hungry. He usually
heard quite other sounds: ““Mama, bread. . . . Mama,a
roll. . . . Mama, something to eat.” And above the
clamor the voice of Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, **Eat? May the
worms not eat you, dear God, together with your fa-
ther, that schlimazel. You and him together.”
"And other such cries. His nose was used to other
_smells: the dank walls which in winter were humid and
in summer bred mold . . . the smells of yeast and bran,
Grhuts aiie wabSage, scraped fish and tripe . . . the smell
of old clothes making themselves known under the
steam iron—thick steam and strange odors.

, " Having torn himself away for a little while from that

]

i poverty-stricken, bare, dark world to this new, bright;
¢\ fragrant light, our Shimon-Eli felt like someone who,on

a hot day, has plunged naked into the sea. And the sea
takes him. . . The waves move him. .. . He bobs and he
dips and he drifts. . . . He takes deep breaths glorious to
the soul. For all practical purposes he is in Eden.
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He thinks, *‘Let us consider, for example ; ... how
would it have hurt . . . how would it have done God any
barm if every working man, for instance, came out
every day . ... or let's say, just once a week . ... into
something like this, into the open . . . to enjoy God's
little world. Oy, what a little world!"". ;- .= _ -~ -

And Shimon-Eli sang a little song in the “Talmudic
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" drivers and passengers.

hast Thou given us, sorrows and pain, and griefs . . .
andfevers and chills . . .in yourgreat mercy. . .cy,..
CY’" i o w . .

Thus sang Shimon-Eli under his breath, and he was
tempted to throw himself down where he stood in a field -
of grass to enjoy for a while God’s little world. Then he
remembered his mission and said,. **Enough singing,
Shimon-Eli, get a move on, brother. You'll have time to -
rest at Dodi the Rendar’s Oak Tavern. There, with -

"God's help, one can get a little whiskey—as it is written: -
“The study of Torah is the culmination of all things.’ *
And Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu walked on..;: ;¢ .70 -
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* Halfway between the iwo towns, Zolodievka and -
Kozodoievka, stood the Oak Tavern. The tavern had -
something like magnetic ‘and drew to it wagon °
er they were traveling
from Zolodievka to Kozodoievka or from Kozodoievka
to Zolodievka, they all had to stop at the-Oak for at least
afew moments. Noone knew the secret, not to this day.
Some say that it was because the host of the inn, Dodi
Rendar, was a genial fellow—which is to say that one
could buy a good little glass of whiskey and something
good to snack on along with it. Others said that it was
because Dodi was one of those people called “‘finders” =

or “prophets” who, though they are not themselves (71 .~

thieves, are, just the same, pals of well-known crooks
such as the famous Reb Schmelke. But since no one
knew this for certain, it's better not to mentioniit. . . .
. Dodi was one of those hairy, thickset Jews with a big
‘belly and a potato nose and the voice of a wild ox. A
prosperous fellow who owned cattle, he had no troubles
to plague him. In his later years he had become a
widower and was now without ties. He was a coarse
fellow who could not tell the difference between a
prayer book and a Passover manual. For this reason
Shimon-Eli was ashamed of him. ‘He didn’t like the
notion that he, Shimon-Eli, a learned man and chair-
man of his synagogue, was related to a toll keeper, a
common fellow. And Dodi, for his part, was just as
ashamed that he was related to a real tailor. Each was
ashamed of the other. Just the same, wheén Dodi saw
imon-El oleynu, he welcomed him warmly
because he was afraid, not so much of Shimon-Eli
- himself, but of his big mouth.
“Oh, a guest, a guest. What are you up to, Shimon-
Eli? And how is your Tsippa-Beila-Reiza? And how are

A -

the children?”” .

** ‘Now what are we, and what is our life? How
should we be?’ * the tailor replied with a citation, as
was his wont. ** ‘Sometimes up, sometimes down." As
long as we're healthy, as it is written: ‘Wisdom is
smoke; smoke is wisdom.” How are you, dear kinsman?
What's going on in your village? I still remember your
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2 Y1 OBy _dumplings and the bit of liquor from last year. That's the

K ""main thing for you, isn’t it? Your kind are not fond of
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- Jooking imo books. What do you care about a Yiddish.

word? Ah, Reb Dodi, Reb Dodi, if your father, my
Uncle Gedaliah-Wolf, were to rise from his grave gnd
see what has become of his little Dodi,. fost among
village Gentiles, he would die a second death. Ah, your
father, your father, Reb Dodi. A devout Jew. May he
forgive me, but he used to drink from a bitter cask. In
short, ‘There is no man without his burden.’ Give us
some whiskey. As the Reb Bimbon says, ‘Pawn your -
caftan and take a little whiskey." ”’. . . ..

- *“There you go again with your hash of quotations,™
Dodi said, and brought him some whiskey. **You'd do
better just to tell me where you're traveling.” .

.*“I'm not_ traveling,” Shimon-Eli .said, lifting his .
glass, *'I'm walking. As we say in the Hallel prayers, ‘If
you have feet, are you too sick to walk?’ Co

“In that case, dear cousin, where are you walking?""

“I'm walking . . .” -Shimon-Eli said, drinking an-

other glass, “to Kozodoieyka to buy a goat. As it is
written, ‘Thou shalt buy goats." ™ ~ - - .. ..
“Goats?" the astonished Dodi said. ‘How does a
tailor happen to be buying goats?** - ... ° . . .
* *Goats’ is a way of speaking,” Shimon-Eli said.
**What I mean is ‘a goat.' May God send me the proper

goat—cheap, that is. I myself would not be buyinga .
goat. But my wife, may she live long, Tsippa-Beila- '/

Reiza, thatis. . . you know her. . . when she makes up
her mind she's set for all time. She wants a goat. And a

wife, you will agree, must be obeyed. It is specified in 2

the Talmud, of course. You remember, ¢h?” ... =~ -
. “You know that as regards Midrash, you and | are
. . . distant cousins. But there's something I don't un-
derstand. How is it that you're an expert on goats?”’
“How does a Rendar come to be an authority on
prayer passages?” said Shimon-Eli, irritably. “‘Just the
same, at Passover, with God's help, you keep time toa

true Yom Kippur's ‘Who shall live and who shall die?

Isn’t that s0?”" . e .. 5 gt
 Dodi the Rendar well understood the insult, but he bit -

‘his lip, thinking, **Wait, wait, my tailornik, you. You're _

a bit too greedy today, showing off just a little too much

. with your Torah. Wait, I'll give you a goat . .-. that will

give you the itch.” . e
And Shimon-Eli ordered another glass of that bitter

drop which is the remedy for all sorrows. - There’s no -

way to avoid the truth: Shimon-Eli liked his little drop
now and then—though he was no drunkard, God forbid.
When could he afford a glass of whiskey? His problem
was that no sooner did he have one little drop, than he
immediately had to have another. Two such drops made

. him tipsy, and his cheeks flamed and his eyes glittered

and his tongue was set to tolling without end. -
“‘Speaking of guilds,” Shimon-Eli said, -*“To my

“guild—-Shears and Press-iron: the people. There's a

quality to our people that makes us all want *honor,’ no
matter how little. A nothing of a shoemaker yearns to
be a chairman, never mind of what—even of only his
garbage can. So I say to them: ‘Brothers, I need it like a
hole in the head. Choose some shoemaker for your
chairman. Spare me the honor. I'd, rather avoid the
blows.' They say, ‘To hell with it. If the guild decides,
that'’s it.. Take the chairmanship and take the blows.’
Shhh. . .I'm wandering a bit . . . I forgot that ] have a
goat to buy. ‘Od hayom godol,’ time does not stand still.

Ynad ko Pot Mo ARLLe.,  —iobe.d Wae will be
VW ey vyt e -  ermeggeeey 3 weeepgessy s WY
- strong!". Good-bye, be well. And remember, maks
dumplings.” oo
lore
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“Don’t forget,” Dodi said to him, “If the Blessed

. Name permits on your way back—if the Lord spares
us—don’t forget, blessed be his name, and stop in on
your way back.” : :

“If God wills, if God wills," Shimon-Eli said. ‘Bosser
v'dom,’ that is, ‘One is no more than flesh and blood:
Odem, a person; Tsipor, a bird'—it's simple. Just you
have something proper to drink and a little bite to go
with it. As our motto is: ‘Steam-iron and shears: the

people. o e

.
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»* And Shimon-Eli | pirits.
Vayovoy, and he arrived in peace and health in Kozo-
doievka. Once in Kozodoievka, he asked around for
the home of Reb Chaim-Chono the Wise, who had a
wife Thema Gittel the Silent, who owned two milk-
goats. He did not need to ask for long, because the
- village of Kozodoievka was not one of those *‘towns of

- the seacoast towns,"” in which one could, God forbid,

get lost. The whole town was spread out before one’s
eyes as on a plate: there were the butcher shops, the
butchers with their cleavers and thé inevitable. dogs;
there was the marketplace where stockinged women

moved from one peasant woman to another, squeezing
various fowl: 2T e e Ve

» el --.‘1.";(-;_ - ~;.~-I;-' -

- R ; et L eat :-_,’.}\-'.1-.';-67-.'- re N} -
* . Tshuish, tshuish. A scho tobi za kurkyh?'
"+ . Yaka kurkuh? Tseh piven, a ne kurkuh. ;'
- - Nekhai budeh piven.®.".. " ., " .., : . 777"

Two paces beyond was the' synagogue ' courtyard
where old women with basins sat selling pears,
sunflower seeds, and beans; teachers conducted their
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mon-Eli called out in Aramaic, translating at once into
ordinary Yiddish: .""Good morning to you, Rebbe, to
you and to your students. You are studying, I see, just
such a case as has brought me here. To wit, a goat.
Enough. . . . I myself would not have thought of buying
a goat, but my wife, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, that is to say,
has gotten it.into her head once and for all that she
wants a goat. And a wife, you will agree, needs to be

-obeyed. It is specified in the Gemara.
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~ “Why do you stare at me? Because I know Gemara?
Though I am a working man? ‘You can't tell a book by
its cover.’ It may be you’ve heard of me. ] am Shimon-
Eli of the blessed town of Zolodievka, member of the
guild and president of the tailor's synagogue, though 1
need the honor like a hole in the head. ‘Thanks alot,’ 1
told them. ‘You keep the honor and spare me the
blows.’ They answer, *Too bad.’ If the guild says so, it’s
done. ‘Take the honor along with the blows.' 1've wan-
dered a little from my subject and almost forgot to say,
*Sholem.” Sholem aleichem to you, teacher. Sholem
* aleichem to you, pupils—holy sheep, snot-nosed trou-
blemakers, unruly mice—may you yearn to dance the
. way you yearn to study. Ah, ha, did 1 kit it sioht?"
Hearing these words, the pupils pinched each other
under the table and made snorting noises. Actually, -
they were well pleased with their guest and would have
_been delighted had the good Lord often sent them such -
visitors. But Chaim-Chono the Wise was not as happy
as they were. Hedid not like to be interrupted in the
midst of things. Calling in his wife Thema Gittel, he
turned his attention to his pupils and to the goat that had
been nibbling at the fodder. Once more they sang at the
tops of their voices: *“Rabah said, ‘Guilty,’ and set it -
down that she must pay for the fodder and the barrel
‘Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu, seeing that there wasno -
more to be had from the teacher, turned his attentionto -
the teacher’s wife, and while the goat of the Gemara -
was being interpreted on the one hand, Shimon-Eli kept
up a conversation with the teacher’s wife about her
“] am, as you see me, a Jew—a working man,”
Shimon-Eli said. **It may be you've heard of me, 1 am
Shimon-Eli, tailor of Zolodievka, member of the guild, -
and president of the tailor's synagogue—an honor I
need like a hole in the head. “Thanks a lot,’ I told them.
*You keep the honor and spare me the blows.’. -:>.:
. *I've come, let me say, about one of your goats. That

_is, ] would not myself buy-a goat, -but since my wife,

Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, that is, is set on having a goat once _
and for all, and since a wife, you would agree, needs to -
be obeyed—it is specified in the Talmud.”: : -~ = -

. Thema Gittel, a small woman with a nose like a -
bean—a nose which she.continually wipes with her
fingers—listened to him a while.. Then, interrupting,
“So you've come, I take it, to bargain with me for one
of my goats. In which case, let me tell you this, my dear
man: in the first place, I'm not about to sell one of my -
goats. Why not? Let’s not deceive ourselves.. For -
money? What is money? Money is round and disap-

pears, while a goat . . . is a goat, Especially a goat like

this. A goat? Who saysiit's a goat? She's amother, Itell .
you, not a goat. May the Lord avert the evil eye from
ber. What an easy milker, and gives so much, not to
speak of how little she eats. Eats! Does she eat any-

thing? A measure of bran and some wisps of straw fro
the House of Study roof. - - .=~.- :

- “Butnever mind .". . if I were to get the right price, I

- might consider it. Money is . . . how would you say?

. . - atemptation. For money I could buy another goat,

though a goat such as my goat is hard to find. A goat?

She’s a mother, not a goat. Never mind. No use talking.
"I'll bring her in and you can see for yourself.”

Thema Gittel went off and brought the eoat in alano
with a full pitcher of milk which she said the goat had
given that very morning. - ’ o

Seeing the milk, the tailor’s mouth watered. He said,

- “'Tell me, dear woman. Ma yokor, what is the price?

‘Because if the price isn’t right, 1 won’t buy. Do you

know why? Because, in the first place, I need a goat like

. aholein the head. But since my wife,may she live Idng,

Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, that is, has got it into her head once
“andforall....” -~ . . . : .
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**‘What difference does it make, how much?' Thema
Gittel said, interrupting. Taking a wipe at her nose, she
said, “‘Let’s hear your price. I'll tell you something: no
matter what you pay, it will still be a bargain. Do you
know why? Bccause if you buy this goat, you'll really
have a goat.” ' -

“‘Listen to you,” the ‘tailor interrupted. “That s Just
why I want to buy her, because she's a goat—not a
dragon. What I mean. . . actually, I myself don't want

.~ tobuy agoat. I need a goat like a hole in the head. But
since my wife, may she live long, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza,
that is, has taken it into her head once and for all. ...

**Listen to you, that's just what I've been saying,”
interrupted Thema Gittel, and began once more to add
up the virtues of her goat. But the tmlor mtcn'upted in

.

his turn. They weiii vii i tsis fasiuGu wiii dicl ‘niters

ruptmg litanies merged into a hash and a mishmash: “A
goat. . .amother, notagoat. . .I myself wouldn't buy
a goat .. .ameasureofbran. . . she'sgotitinherhead,
once and for all . . . money is round . . . may the Lord
keep her . ... what an easy milker . .. Tsippa-Beila-
* Reiza, thatis. . . does she eat anythmg? .. .once and

forall . . .-as for the rest ..., & wisp of straw from the
House of Study roof . . . a wife needs to be obeyed . ...
.agoat...amother...notagoat. .. iz bt

' “That's enough goating between you," interrupied
Chaim-Chono the Wise, turning to face his wife. **Have

‘ you ever heard the like? We are right in‘the mndst of‘On -
Damages,’ while they ‘Goat, goat, goat, goat," One or
the other of you make up your mind. Sell the goat or -
don't sell the goat. My head is aching with goats.”- . -
“He's nght." agreed Shimon-Eli, ‘Where there is

21 DK (“PP'13,) 55 Torah, there is wisdom.” Make up your mind. Who

needs mare speech? ‘V'li hakessef, v'li hazohov." My

money, your wares. Just say three words:-one word

plus two, without garbling them .". , as it 1s wntten m
. the prayer book for the High Holy Days," -~ Tt

““Who needs your explanation? Just say what you'll 1
give for the goat,”” Thema Gittel said qunetly. crouched
like a kitten as she licked her lips. - .

“What I'll give . . .” said Shimon-Eli, also qmetly
*“What do you mean, ‘Say what you'll give'? Am I some .
kind of a ‘sayer’? I see that it is all wasted effort. ] see
that there's going to be no goat bought from you today.- -
I'm very sorry to have disturbed you." And Shimon-Eli
turned and made his way to thc door, as if he were :
leavmg

“*“Just look at hlm." said Thema Gmel takmg hlm by
the sleeve. “What's your hurry? Is the lake burning?
Make up your mind. Afterall, it was you who staned to.
say something about a goat. . .".”" - .

To be brief, the woman named her pnce. and the
tailor named his. She came down a bit; he wentup abit,” -
One coin up, another down, until they agreéd. Shimon- .
Eli counted out the money and tied the goat to his rope.-
Thema Gittel spat on the money and wished the tailor
the best of luck, her eyes moving from the money to the
goat and back again. Meanwhile, keeping up a constant
patter, she led the tailor out of the house, where she :
wished him many blessmgs. Tehovigoatin e oo ;

w

o

_my crime?” and **‘Mehhh .

*Go well and be well, nnd use her in good hcalth
May she be to you as she has been to me and no worse.
Better there is no equal. May she last long, may she give
milk and never cease to give milk.'

“Amen, and the same to you,” the tmlor saxd and
started toward the door. But the goat wouidu '« vuuge.
She twisted her horns about, planted her hind feet, and

. made a resounding bleat like a young cantor going to the

podium for the first time. She sang, ““Mehhh . . whatis

. what is my sm"" as one

might say, “Where are you draggmg me?”

Reb Chaim-Chono the Wise, in all his dxgmty, using
his switch, helped drive the goat from the house. The
gang of students urged her on: “Hai Kozeh' Kozeh’
Pashol Kozeh, move it."”

And the tailor went on his way.
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) , .. Five
' 'Vatima'en, and she would not. The goat, that is to
say, would by no means go with the tailor toward Zolo-

j o%t = :\fe‘\]or‘

- dievka, but tore herselfin the direction of home with all

her force. It did her no good. Shimon-Eli yanked at her
rope and gave her to understand that she was wasting
her time with her turnings and bleatings. He talked to

her as follows: *It is written—you have been driven

" into exile by necessity. Whether you like it or not, no

one wants your oninign L too—nat nOW. God forbid—

was once a free bird, a proper bachelor, wearing a vest -

and boots that creaked splendidly. What did 1 lack?

"Headaches! So God said unto me: *Shimon-Eli, crawl

| couple
| cousin your holy word that, God willing, on your way

1
‘ boot top.” And Shimon-Eli cut short
|
l

into your sack. Marry Tsippa-Beila-Reiza. Beget chil-
dren. Darken the days of your life.’ ™

‘In this fashion Shimon-Eli discoursed to the goat as
he moved along quickly, all but running. A warm breeze
tugged at the lappets of his patched caftan and stole
under his earlocks and caressed his beard, bringing 10
him the sweet fragrance of mint ‘and rosemary, of

‘wildflowers and herbs that had the odor of the heavens
in them and to which he was anything but accustomed.
In sheer ecstasy, he began his early evening prayers,
reciting the Pitum haktoyres, in which are enumerated
all good things, rattling them off nicely in a fine cantorial
melody but in a different mode. Allatonce . . .outofno

place, Satan, the tempter, whispered into his ear: *‘Lis-
ten to me, Shimon-Eli, you fool. Why are you standing
here, singing away on an empty stomach? It's nearly
night and you've had pothing in 'your mouth but a
of glasses of whiskey. Also you gave your

back with the goat, you'd stop in to have a bite with
him. A word given is a word given. A mouth is not &

prayers,” whizzed through the takhnun prayer, and

made his joyful way to Dodi Rendar’s.

“Good evening to you, my dear cousin, Reb Dodi.1

have news for you. Congratulate me—I have bought a
goat. But a goat from goatland, a goat which not even

our fathers goated. Look at her and judge for yourself— -

you are in some fashion a learned man. Well then,
guess. How much do you think I paid?™ :

in the sky. He studied
expert, then guessed
Shimon-Eli had paid for her. This made Shimon-Eli so
cheerful that he slapped the Rendar across the shoul-
ders. “Dear Reb Dodi. This time may we both live long
and well—you've guessed wrong.” ' ‘

the goat in the manner of an’

‘Dodi Rendar pursed his lips, nodded, then spat as if 2

to ’say. **A bargain, a steal.” -

e

“the -eighteen =

Dodi put his hand to the visor of his cap, shielding hi§ -
eyes from the setting sun that was making a golden line

’

her value at just twice what -
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Shimon-Eli cocked his head and crooked a finger into
his vest as if he were plucking a needle from it to thread.”
“Well, Reb Dodi. What do you say to that? Do we know
our business, eh? And if you saw how much milk she
gave, God keep her, you'd die on the spot.” - 1.~

- “Rather you than me,” Reb Dodi replied.

- “Amen, and the same to you,"” said Shimon-Eli.
“Now, since my welcome is so warm, kindly put the
goat into your barn.so no one will steal her while I finish
up the evening prayer. Then we'll have a little drink and
a snack. Is it not written in the Megillah: *No dancing
before meals’?” - - , .

“Who knows?" said Dodi. “If you say it’s written,
.no doubt it’s written. After all, you're the Torah Jew.”
- Having rattlad off his nravers, the tailor said, *Poura

bit of liquor from that green bottle for our health’s sake.
*Health is the first wisdom,’ as we say in our prayers.”
‘With a bite to eat and a little whiskey inside him, our
tailor's tongue was soon unleashed. He ticked off Zolo-
dievka, the congregation, the affairs of the synagogue,
guilds, tailoring—*'Shears and steam-irons: the peo-
ple.” He denounced the civic Jeaders and the rich and
the way they gave orders, saying they deserved to be
sent to Siberia, *‘or his name wasn’t Shimon-Eli."”
_ “Do you hear,” he said, tangling his speech with.
snatches of Torah, as was his habit: “May the devil take
their parents . ... our philanthropists, I mean. All they
‘know is how to suck blood, how to flay the poor. They
get a quarter of a ruble a week out of my measly three
rubles. Never mind. Their time will come. They !
haven't paid God's reckoning. Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, my
wife, tells me I'm a schlimazel because, if I wanted to, I
could put the squeeze on them. I've had such notions
myself. But who listens to a wife? In our holy Torahiit is
written, ‘And he shall rule over you.' You know where
the passage is. The words are sweet to the tongue.
Listen closely: ‘He, the husband that is, shall rule. .. ."
Well, never mind. As it is written, ‘If you are pouring, -
pour some more." ” _

- More and more, Shimon-Eli's speech wandered. His

. eyelids grew heavy until, to make a long story short, he
leaned against the wall and dozed off with his head
tipped to one side, his hands folded over his chest—

~though three fingers still clung to his goatee, like a'man

. engrossed in thought. Except that he was wheezing and
__snorting and whistling through his teeth—""ts ... . ts

C...ts. .. ts. .. —nobody in the world would have.
said that he was sleeping. .. o 7wt 00 L
. And though he slept his mind worked on delightedly..
And he dreamed that he was at home beside his work-
bench, that soon there would be a touch of prosperity in
his home, and the idea pleased him. Never in his life had
he seen so many little pitchers of milk, so many sacks of
cheese. And butter! Whole mixing bowls of butter! One
day, buttermilk; one day sour cream or sour milk with
whole lumps of clabber. And buttercakes without end.
Milk pancakes baked in butter and sprinkled with gran-.

o ulated sugar and cinnamon,- And the smell, the

smell. . .. o ¢ s een SR
Some kind of familiar smell—ugh. He felt something
crawling along his neck between his collar and his ear, .
across his face. The something that stank tickling his
nose. . . . He felt about and touched—a bedbug. He
opened an eye, then another eye, and looked toward the
window. Oh, oh. Trouble, damn it. It was dawn... - ..
“That was a good nap,” Shimon-Eli said, stretching.
He woke the Rendar, then hurried to the courtyard,
opened the barn, took the goat's rope and shot off like
.an arrow toward home, racing like 8 man pursued.
Pursued by what? The devil only knows. - '
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V'hoisho, and the wi:man. Tsipba-ﬁeiia¥i{éi;;, wﬁeh
she saw that her husband was long in coming home,

"could not understand it. She began to imagine, God

forbid, some disaster. Highwaymen had captured her
husband, taken away his few rubles, killed him and
thrown his body into a ditch, while she,; Heaven help.

‘her, was left an eternal aguna. With so many children,

Cod bless them, one might as well—may it happen fo
the enemies of Zion—drown them and oneself along

- with them. Such were .poor Tsippa-Beila-Reiza’s -

thoughts that night, during which she never closed an
eye. When the first rooster crowed in the morning, she

. dressed. quickly and went out. Seafing herself on the

porch sill, she scanned the horizon to see whether a
pitying God would let her catch a glimpse of her hus-

- band. ‘A schlimazel doesn’t get lost,” she thought and -

set herself to give him the dreadful scolding he de-
served. But when she saw him and saw that he was
trailing hind him by a rope, her anger evapo- -
¢ called to him, **What took you so long,
my little canary? My little almond cake? 1 was sure that
by now you were six feet under, my jewel, or that some
similar misfortune had overtaken you, God forbid.” -
“Shimon-Eli led the goat into the house, untied its
rope, and started on the tale of his adventures, talkinga

- blue streak.
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-**Do you hear, my wife? Have L bought a goat? From
goatland. Is this a goat? A goat such as our ancestors
have not goated. Let them do their best, our rich folk.
Still in their wildest dreams they will not see a goat like

. this one. As for its food, it eats nothing except once a
" day a measure of bran; as for the rest, alittle straw from

the roof of the House of Study. And does it give milk,
God save her? Like a cow—and twice a day. I saw for
myself a full milk basin, as I hope to live and breathe. Is
it a goat? ‘It’s a mdther, not a goat,’ that's what Thema
Gittel said. I tell you, the goat is a steal, but what a deal
of haggling. It took all night to get her to come down,
and it was like pulling teeth. Not to mention that at the
beginning she simply did not want to sell a goat. I got

* uci Uowin to'six and a half rubles.”

As he spoke, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza was thinking, .
““Nekhama Brukha . . . damn the woman. Thinks she's

" the only one who knows how to run a proper household.

Only Eli’s wife also has a goat. And wait till Blumeh-

" Zalteh and Khayah-Maiteh and the rest of the sister-
~hood . . . Oh, Lord, Lord, may they get only half the

evil they wish me. Wait till they hear.” Meanwhile, she
fired up the stove and got buckwheat noodles cooking
for breakfast. Shimon-Eli put on his tefillin and said
heartfelt prayers with great fervor, It had been a long
time since he prayed this way. He sang the hallelujahs,
made cantorial trills, snapped his fingers, and woke all
the children with his singing. The children, hearing
from their mother that their father had bought a goat
and that noodles and milk were cooking (instant *‘joy
and happiness’’), jumped from their beds, hela hands,

- and danced about in their shirts, accompanying them-

selves with a little song which, that minute, they in-
vented: . 5 on Eha s SRRTI.
**A goat, a goat, a little goat—
. . Daddy brought a little goat; -
The little goat will givemi . . . Ik, .
- . And mama will cook noo .. .dles...” :

Watching the children’s joy, Shimon-Eli 'eipandéd;
He thought, *‘Poor children, to yearn so for milk, -

- Never mind. From now on they will have God’s plenty.

Each day a little glass of milk, and boiled groats with
milk, and milk with tea. A goat is truly a comfort to
one’s bones. What do I care about Fishel? I can just:

hear the tomcat, ‘No meat for you. Just bones.’ Let him

choke on his bones. I don’t need his meat now that, God
be thanked, 1 have milk. And what about the Sabbath?.

For the Sabbath one buys fish. Where is it written thata ¢

Jew has to eat meat? I've never seen such a law. If all
Jews were of my mind, they'd buy goats. Then what
would our little potbellied Fishel look like? The devil .

" take his grandfather,” . . ' :

Thus Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu folded his tefillin,
washed his hands, blessed the bread, and prepared
himself for a feast. Suddcnl)_! the door opened and in

came Tsippa-Beila-Reiza with an empty basin, her face
as red as fire, angry to the bursting point, and cursinga
blue streak, all of it directed at Shimon-Eli. They
-weren't just curses, but more like stones falling from
the sky. Pitch and sulphur spewed from Tsippa-Beila-
Reiza's mouth. ““May the devil take your father, the

.“drunkard, and you, too. May you turn to stone, to bone.
~ May you land in purgatory. May a musket shoot you.
- May you be hanged, drowned, and burned and roasted,

and be flayed and quartered! Go, you bandit, you high-

. wayman. Go see. . . you, you . . . apostate. What kind
“of goat did you bring me? A black nightmare on your

head, your hands, and your feet. Good God in Heaven,

" dear compassionate father. . .” , :
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The rest Shimon-Eli did not hear. He pulled down his
hat and left the house to discover what the catastrophe

. was. Outside he looked at the goat, his beautiful jewel,

‘and the goat stood tied to the doorpost of the house,

- chewing his cud. Shimon-Eli stood, stupefied, thinking

“what to do, where to go. He thought and thought, then
said, ““May he be damned to his grandfather's genera-

" tion, that teacher and his wife. They've found someone

- to-make a fool of, have they? I'll give them a fool.
They’ll see. Oh, that teacher. One would think from

. looking at him that butter wouldn't melt in his mouth. A

“helpless fellow—so innocent. And just see what's come
of it. What a story. No wonder his pupils giggled when |
was sent off with the goat while the teacher’s wife was
w1shmg me milk'into eternity. I'll give them a rmlkmg

I'll milk the blood of those holy worthies." :

Brooding thus, Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu started
back toward Kozodoievka, with the idea of giving them
the comeuppance they deserved.

Passing by the Oak Tavern, he saw the Rendar at the

| door with his pipe between his teeth. The tailor, though

he was still some distance away, burst into laughter.

"*“*What are you celebratmg"" DOdl asked hlm.
_ "What sso funny"" : :

R -1

“'Ihke alook if you please Maybe you'll hugh, too.",-_

‘the tailor said, Jaughing eerily, like a man tlckjsd_by
ghosts. ‘Wherever there’s trouble, it comes my way.’ If - -
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-you know what I mean. Have I had a scolding from my
wife, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, may she live long. She gave
me a belly full, and on an empty stomach, too. May the
teacher and his wife get some of it. Youcan be sure I'm
not going to hold still. There will be ‘an eye foraneye.’]
don’t like to be played for a fool. In the meanwhile, Reb
Dodi, give me a glass of whiskey to ease my heart, to
-rinse my throat so I may have the strength to speak and
to give my soul some consolation. : :i-. :-. ..
. *To your health, Reb Dodi, let's be Jews that sthe

main thing. As it is written: ‘Ha’yom haras oylem,’

.‘today the world was created, nothing to worry about."

I'll show them how to play tncks Shears and steam-
irons: the people. ... .. 1 ..o s ol 1
Dodi, innocently sucking at hxs plpe, asked “Who
told you it was a trick? Maybe you nusundetstood _h
other.” 2t gl g

Sh mon-Eh falrly leaped for anger. "What are you

,b 0°Z%g]king about? Do you know what you're talking about?

I went to them specifically to buy a goat and made it as

clearas when Jacob asked for the naked Rachel a goat. 3
_ just a goat.” ‘

Y " ALY A "‘ TRV O O

Dodi pul]ed on hxs prpe. shrugged hls shoulders.

threw up his hands as if to say, “What have | done in .

God's name? Is it my fault?" :
And Shimon-Eli grabbed up the rope and started oﬂ'
toward Kozodo:evka, seething w:th aNnger.»:" oy

-"‘ ."_':.

- Seven ™ - e N

. - ‘xr

V'hamlamed nnd the teacher was nt hrs work Tbat

Y3 O BSYIDYI IR YOI IR Y 00D D§Y

DY TP WM DK LN, PRIV BYIYY voR pannpoy

1D I8ABYY FY! R BN
1'®x—323 nR N3Py AP T Span

“nrz,eg
I1yogI3yy o8N

w 2PIVAD DEN

@

TRNNSME IVYIRI POPIR N vty g
"1—n3313

"
AR

ns. he sat teachmg his pupils,: leading them through
.every case in the Talmud section *‘On Damages." The
boys chanting could be heard all over the courtyard:

““She flicked her tnil—-the cow, that is—and she broke
the pitcher.”
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- *Good morning, Rebbe, to you and to your pupils,”

. Shimon-Eli said. *‘Stop for a minute. It doesn’t matter.

The cow won't go anywhere and the pitcher won't
menditself. ... - ‘ v

*“Why am I standing on ceremony? You've played me

a dirty trick. Never mind. I don't like such tricks. Of

course, you know the story of the two Jews in the .

bathhouse on Friday afternoon. They were on the high-
est bench. One says to the other, ‘Here, take my bunch
of twigs and switch me.’ The other took him at his word
and laid on till the blood came. The injured man said,
‘What are you trying to prove? If you wanted to get
- even with me for something while I lay naked here on
- the highest bench, and you had the twigs in your hand,
that I can‘understand: but if you meant it as a practical
Jjoke, let me tell you—I don't like such jokes.' ™ .
" “What point ar® you making?" the teacher asked,
taking his glasses off and scratching his ear with them.
“The point has to do with you and the beautiful goat
You passed off on me so innocently by way of a joke. A
JYoke like that can end by making you laugh out of the
other side of your mouth. Don't think you're dealing
“with some kind of a simpleton. My name is Shimon-Eli,
tailor of the holy community of Zolodievka, member of
the guild, and president of the tailor's synagogue—

- Shears and steam-irons: the people.”

By this time Shimon-Eli was in a frenzy. The teacher
put his glasses back on and studied the tailor as if
Shimon-Eli were in a fever of hallucination. The pupils,

—for their part, nearly choked with suppressed laughter,

“Why are you looking at me like that, as if | were a
clown?” the tailor asked. *I come to buy a goat and you
‘palm off the devil only knows what on me."”

*“You don't like the goat?" the teacher asked, inno-
cently, . : )

“"The goat!” he said. “If it's a goat, then you're the

governor.”

The class exploded with laughter and Thema Gittel
the Silent came in, Now the party really begag.
Shimon-Eli spoke; Thema Gittel interrupted. The
teacher watched; the pupils roared. Shimon-Eli and
Thema Gittel kept interrupting each other until Thema

Gittel, in a burst of anger, grabbed the tailor by the arm.
“Come," ‘she cried. “Come to the bi,” she said,

dragging him. *‘Let all Jews know ho a Zolodievka
tailor can make trouble. How he frames innocent peo- .-

ple.” - _ Ediade v, Ggn 4
“Yes,” Shimon-Eli said. “Very well. We'll let the

world know what so-called devout, honest people there -
are here, who take a stranger for all he's‘worth. Come

along then, come on."

The teacher put on his ph;;h hat over his yarmullce
and all four of them went off—the tailor, th_e teacher, his -

wife, and the goat.

When the group arrived at the r"abbi's”liouse. they |

found him in his robe, washing his hands, just finish- .
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ing the prayer one makes after using the bathroom, -

the “Asher yotsar as thou wishest. <. ."" He spoke
slowly, with deliberation, squeezing “his words out, -
“Ne'kuvim, holes . . . khalulim . . “kha.. . lu...lim,
orifices.” The prayer finished, he gathered up the skirts .
of his robe and seated himself on a chair without a

‘'seat—an old chair, with nothing left but legs and arm-. -

rests and rails that were as shiny and shaky as teeth still
miraculously in Place long after they ought to have
fallenout, . - 5 Sl e, St e
. Having heard the two contenders who would not let
eacn other talk, the rabbi sent for the deputy rabbi and .
the ritual slaughterer, as well as various other worthies
of the town. To the tailor he said, *‘Be good enough to
tell your story from beginning to end. Then we can get’
her story.” E RE :
Shimon-Eli was not at all reluctant to tell his story,
and to tell it again and once more. To wit: that he,
Shimon-Eli the tailor, of the blessed community of
Zolodievka, member of the guild and chairman of the

®
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synagoghe—-thou'gh much against his will: *] need'it.

. like a hole in the head. But they say, *Take the blows -

and be the chairman. . ..’ In brief, 1 came to Kozo-
doievka to find a goat. That is, myself I didn't want a
goat. I needed a goat like a hole in the head, but since I
have a wife, may she live long, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza,

. clamoring at me, what was there to do? She wanted a

goat, and a wife, don't you agree, needs to be obeyed.
So 1 came to Reb Chaim-Chono, the Talmud teacher,

-and bargained with him for a goat. ‘The naked Rachel
". was specified.’ A goat, that is to say. Well, they took my
- rubles and passed off the devil only knows what. For

fun! Fun! ﬁu

e, Shimon-Eli that is, hates such tricks.
Perhaps you've heard the story of the two Jews who
were in the bathhouse on Friday. .

- Here Shimon-Eli the tailor repcated the tale of lhe

The rabbi said, *“We've heard one side of the argu-

“ment. Now let’s hear the other.”

Chaim-Chono the Wise got up, pulled his hat down
over his yarmulke and said, *‘Hear me, oh assembly.

- The story is as follows: ] was sitting teaching my pupils -
- the tractate ‘On Damages’ . .
- Zolodievka .

. .Then this Jew from
.-.’yes, this one . . . says he's from Zolo-
dievka . . . from Zolodievka, he says . .
lem. . .sholemhebidsme...andtellsastory...a
story he tells me .. . that he's from Zolodievka . . .
from Zolodievka, thatis .
he has a wife, that is. Tsippa-Beila-Reiza. Yes, I think
so. Tsippa-Beila-Reiza.” The teacher nodded toward
the tailor who, all this while, stood clasping his beard,
his eyes closed and his head tilted a little to one side. He
rocked back and forth, murmuring a response in his
fashion, “True, certain and sure. She has all three
names: Tsippa and Beila and Reiza. That's how she was

long years. But. . . what else were you going to say, old

. friend? But you'd do better to get things straight: ‘What

1 said and what you said.’ As King Solomon puts it:

““There 1s nothing new ‘under the sun ~No tricks '

please.”.

“1 don t know anythmg " the teachcr sand fnght-

ened, pointing to his wife. ‘She talked to him. She dealt
- with him. She. Me, I don't know anything."

“Very well then,” the rabbi said. “Let’s hear what
she says.” Here the rabbi pointed a finger at Thema
Gittel the Silent. Thema Gittel, her face suffused with
red, leaned on an elbow. and, -gesticulating with her
other hand, began an endless rapid-fire monologue.

- . “Listen to me, my fellow Jews. The story is as fol-
lows: This Jew, this tailor from Zolodievka, that is
either—you’ll pardon the expression—crazy or drunk,

1don’t know which. Did you ever hear such a story? A
man comes to me from Zolodievka, that fellow over
there. He grabs on to me like a leech and begs me to sell
him a goat—God be praised, I had two. He gives me a
song and dance about how he, pcrsonally. would not
buy agoat; he needsitlike a holc in the head. But he has
a wife, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, that is, who has taken it into
her head once and for all that she wants a goat. And a
wife, he says—do you see what ] mean?—needs to be
obeyed. So I said, ‘What's that to me? If you.want to

" buy one of my goats, I'm willing to sell it. That is, I
narcnnallv wanld not sell a goat because what is money

after all? Money is round and rolls away; but a goat is
always a goat. And especially this goat. Is it a goat? It's

a mother, not a goat. God bless her, how easily she

milks. And talk about eating? Does she eat anything at
all? Once a day a measure of bran, and after that a wisp
of straw from the roof of the House of Study.’ But
thinking it over, it occurred to me that, after all, 1 had
two goats, and money is a temptation. . . . To make a
long story short, my husband, may he llve Iong, mixed
in at this point and we agreed with the tailor on a price.

. bids me sho- .

- two Jews in the bathhouse, while the rabbi, the assis- -
~ tant rabbis, and other dignitaries laughed.

. . and that he has a wife . ... - -

- named, and it’s the, name I've known her by for thirty -

How much? You will want to know, May my enemies

N
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be paid as little, so help me God. And I gave him the
goat. May those I love best have such a goat. She's a
mother, not a goat. o T

*“Then he comes back, the tailor, with his libel. ‘It's
not a goat,’ he says. Enough talk. You know v_vh;t?
Here stands the goat: If you'll kindly lend me a milking
bucket, I'll milk her right before your eyes.” And
Thema Gittel borrowed a bucket from the rabbi's wife

and milked the goat before them all, then passed the .

bucket around, first of course, to the rabbi, then to the
-assistant rabbis, dignitaries, and other folk. _

What a tumult and shouting followed—as if the
heavens had split open. Some said that the Zolodievka
tailor should be required to buy drinks all around:;
others said that wasn't a sufficient fine—the goat should
be taken from him. *No," said someone else, *‘the goat
is a goat. May they live in prosperity and honor to-
gether.” “Honor,” said still another. *‘Let’s beat some
honor into him, him and his cursed goat.” )

Shimon-Eli, seeing how matters were going, slowly
edged his way out of the rabbi's house and made off.

Eight

Va-iso hakhayat es raglaim, and the tailor took to his
heels and ran off with the goat, ﬂ(m_pgmby
wildfire, looking back from time to time to see if he was
being chased. And he thanked God that he got away,
free and clear. ’

Approaching the Oak Tavern, Shimon-E}j thought,

“I'll be damned if I'll teli him what happened.” And he -

hid the matter from Dodi.

“Well, how did it go?”" Dodi asked eagerly.

“How should it have gone?” Shimon-Eli said. *They
treated me with respect. Because | 'm not just anybody.
Ireally let them have it. As for the teacher, we talked a
little Torah together, and it's clear that I know a little
more about the fine print than he does. In short, every-

. one begged my pardon, and they gave me the first goatl °

had bought. ‘Here she is. Take her for a while,” as it is
written, ‘Take thou this creature and give me adrink.’

“Not only is he a boaster, he's a liar, t00,"” thought

. Dodi the Rendar. “One has to play the trick again and

see what he'll say then.” To the tailor, Dodi said, “I've
got a little really fine old cherry wine, if you're inter-
ested.” - :

“Ah, the Messiah wine,” Shimon-Eli said, licking his
lips. “Let’s have a bit, and I'll test its quality. Not
everyone is a connoisseur of such things.”

After the first glass our tailor’s tongue was un-
leashed, and he said to the Rendar, “Tell me, my dear
cousin. After all, you are a man of some experience and
iy wvivul, 1€0'ME, G0 you believe in magic? In
delusions?” ' :

“For instance?" Dodi said, astonished. .

“For instance,” replied Shimon-Eli, “in possession,

in goblins, wraiths, in reincarnated creatures.” :
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“Why do you ask?” Dodi said, affecting a simple-
- ton's look. s . Lo~ i .
*Just because,” Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu said,
and started off on an endless monologue about gilguls,
"warlocks, witches, devils, gnomes, wraiths, ghosts,
and spirits. : . B
Dodi appeared to be amazed. He puffed on his pipe, -
then spat to avert the evil eye. *“I'll tell you what,
‘Shimon-Eli, I'm going to be afraid to sleep tonight. It's
true. I've always been afraid of the dead, and now
you've got me believing in gilguls and gnomes as well.”.
*“*How can you help it?" the tailor said. **Just try not
believing. Just let one of those goblins come, overturn-
ing your kneading trough, drinking your water, sucking
your pitchers dry, breaking your pots, tying the fringes
of your prayer garment into knots, throwing your cat
into your bed so it sits on your chest like a ten-ton -
weight and you can’t move, and when youdo getup you
find the cat staring into your eyes like a soul in hell.”

-“Enough, enough,” said the Rendar, spitting and
waving his hands. *I don't want to hear any more of
that. Night's coming on.” - ’ :

. “Good-bye, then. I'm sorry if I've upset you. It’s not
- really my fault. Goodnight.” .

. . -, 'Nine

Khshebo hakhayat, arrived at home. The tailor went
into his house, intending to give Tsippa-Beila-Reiza the
sound scolding she deserved, but he resisted the im-
pulse, thinking, ““A woman, after all, is only a woman.
Letit pass.” And for the sake of peace he told his wife a
handsome llie:)“I'll tell you, Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, my
- “dear, those péople have tremendous respect for me. Let

‘me not talk about the scolding I gave the teacher and his

wife. I'll spare you that, though I gave them plenty. But

‘then I dragged them off to the rabbi and his Jjudgment
was that they should pay a fine, because whenaJew like

Shimon-Eli comes to buy their goat, he should be given

the greatest respect. ‘Because Shimon-Eli,’ said the

rabbi, ‘is a Jew who is a somebody.’ ™'

Tsippa-Beila-Reiza, however, had no interest in
hearing how her husband had been praised. Eagerly,
she went into the house to milk the real goat, but it was
not long before she came running out, speechless.
Grabbing Shimon-Eli by the collar, she gave three great

threlll Uil laudwd lhus bdtsiue wic nouse, damning him

and his lovely goat together.

Immediately a crowd of men, women, and children
gathered around the tailor and his fine goat and learned
that this goat, whose leading rope he now held, was in
Kozodoievka a goat that gave milk, but no sooner did
she come to Zolodievka than she stopped being a goat.
Shimon-Eli swore up and down, with oaths even an
apostate would have believed, that with his own eyeshe
had seen the goat milked in the rabbi's house and that
she had given a full bucket of milk. 1
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* even in(Sodom.
. Thera

- -- People in the crowd studied the goat earnestly, asked
for more details, and were told the story over and over
again to their amazement. Some laughed, others
cracked jokes or poked fun at the tailor. Still others

" shook their heads, spat against the evil eye, and said,
“Some goat. If it’s a goat, I'm the rabbi’s wife."”.. -
“Then.what is it?” . .. - ' e

“A at's whatitis.” - =

The word gilgul was taken up by the c;'o'\;vd iﬁa éiléul

e

N tales were soon bandied about: some that had happencd

here in Zolodievka, in Kozodoievka, in Yampoli, in
Pistchi-Yavadeh, in Khaplapovitsch, in Petschi-

- Khvost—all over. Who, for example, didn't know the

story of Lazer Wolf's horse and how it had to be taken -
out of the town, killed, and buried in shrouds? And who
had not heard the story of the quarter of a chicken
which, when it was being served at a Sabbath meal,
moved its single wing—and other such true tales?

Finally Shimon-Eli .started off toward Kozo-
doievka, followed by an honor guard of pupils shout-
ing, **Hurrah Shma-Koleynu! Hurrah the Milking Tai-
lor!” and holding their sides for laughter.

This wounded Shimon-Eli to the quick. Bad enough
the ill luck that had come his way—now, to be ridiculed
as well. He -led his goat through the town and com-
plained to his guild, demanding 10 know why its mem- .
bers were silent on the matter. He told them the story of -
his adventures in Kozodoievka and showed them the
goat. ) AT L s

Whiskey was immediately sent for, a meeting was -
held, and it was concluded to send a delegation to the
rabbi, to the assistant rabbis, and to the other town
dignitaries, to stir things up. “Who ever heard of such
scoundrels? To take a poor Jew and cheat him out of his
last few rubles; to sell him a so-called goat, then to pass
off on him the devil only knows what. Not only that, but

it o =3

- to play the same trick twice. Such a thing was unheard
- of, not even in Sodom." ;. ., . - ; et T .

And so it was. The delegation went to the rabbi, to the

. assistant rabbis, and to the town dignitaries and lodged
their complaint as follows: “Who ever heard of such
scoundrels? To take a poor Jew and cheat him out of his
_last few rubles; to sell him a so-called goat, then to pass
off on him the devil only knows what, and to play the
same trick on '7‘_"‘;\_»,@: Such a thing was unheard of,

, the assistant rabbis, and the town digni-
taries listened to the complaint and called a meeting for
that evening at the rabbi’s house. There it was decided,
on the spot, to send a letter to the rabbi, the assistant
rabbis, and the town dignitaries of Kozodoievka. And
80 it was. They sat themselves down and wrote a letter
in Hebrew, all very fine and florid. This is the letter they
sent—every jot and tittle: : :

To the rabbis, assistant rabbis, town digni-
taries, and renowned learned men, pillars of
the world against which the entire house of
Israel leans: peace and honor. First unto you,
and peace unto the entire and sanctified com-
munity of Zolodievka, and may all excellence
descend upon it, amen.
Whereas it has come to our ears that a great
wrornig has been done to g man of our town
- Shimon-Eli, son of the Reb Bendit Leib of
“  .blessed memory—who is known as Shimon-
! Eli Shma-Koleynu—to wit: that two of your
- people, the teacher Chaim-Chono and his
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" son of the Rabbi

W

- billions of stars which if
could not count them.

wife, now and in the world to come, with
cunning extracted from the tailor six and a half
rubles of silver which they conveyed into their
own vessels, then wiped their lips as if to say,

- *“*We have done no injustice.”

We, the undersigned, therefore, since such
a thing is not done among Jews, bear witness

‘that the above-mentioned tailor is an honest
. and poor workingman who is burdened with

children, that he ‘supports himself by the
sweat of his brow—and did not King Davn‘d
say long ago in his Psalms, *‘When thou catest

with thee.” As our sages say, the meaning of it
is: Well in this world and well in the world to -
come. .. -

.

’

- * of the weariness of thy hands it shall be well__ "

Therefore, we implore you to scrutinize the =

- matter closely and set down a judgment sca-

tence that shall shine like the sunonone of the .

~ parties. Either let the tailor have his money

repaid to him or the goat that he bought shall .

be returned to him, since the goat with which . .

he arrived in Zolodievka is not a goat—on that
the whole town is willing to take a solemn_
oath. )

And let there be peace among Jews, as our . .

sages have said: **For Jews, there is no vessel
holier than peace.” . - } g
. Peace, then, unto you. Peace, near and far. .
Peace unto all. Amen. From us, your ser-
vants, to you, whose littlest finger has more
girth than our thighs. ;

These are the words of the Rabbi A
of blessed
memory . . . and the words of the Rabbi ——
, son of the Rabbi ——————— of
blessed memory . . . and the words of Baruch
Caftan, Zerah Bellybutton, Fishel Tavern-
bouncer, Chaim Squeak, Nissel Wallow, Mot-
tel Peeling, Yehoshuah Heshel Kiss-kiss.

. vt e wwew bw v¢

oJ")Q Zolodievka's gloomy half-ruined houses that stood

squeezed together -without courtyards or fences or
- trees, looking for all the world like a cemetery—an old
..cemetery whose gravestones looked like penitents;
they were bowed so perilously that they would long ago
have toppled over if they had not been propped up.
Despite the foul evening air and the unsavory smells
that came from the market and the synagogue court-’
- yard—despite the dust, dense as a wall, people, like
cockroaches, were out of their hole
Men and women, old folks and children, were taking
the air after a broiling day. Some sat on
chatting,

s for the evening.

i their stoops,
g, exchanging nonsense, or just sitting around,
or looking at the sky, at the face of the moon, or at the
you had eighteen heads you

That night Shimon-Eli, the #aitar ~eom-dst.aonovo
back streets, trailing the precious goat he had bought in
. Kozodoievka, trying to avoid as best he could the ur-
chins of the town. His plan was to wait for daylight
when he would make his way back to Kozodoievka.
me, he dropped in at the tavern run by
WM_J%%, to have a little
o ease his heart, to wi odcl and get her
advice about his trouble.
Hodel, the excise tax man's wife, was a widow with _
“‘a man’s brains,” who was familiar with all the leading
citizens of the town and was friendly with laborers as

. well. How does it happen that she was called the excise
tax man's wife?
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The story goes that when she was young, she was a
Yefas toyar, a very great beauty. One day the excise tax
collector, a very rich man, was passing through Zolo-
dievka and came upon her carrying a couple of geese to
the shochet. He stopped her and asked, **Whose daugh-
ter are you?" ,

- This man made Hodel so shy that she laughed and ran
off

just as she was, without a dowry. More than that, the
tax man promised tO put SOMIC niviicy aiv iNeriramiair's
pocket as well. It almost came to an engagement con-
tract, but the town gossips made so' much fuss that
nothing came of it. Later she was quietly married off to
some poor fellow, an epileptic. She wept bitterly and
refused to go to the wedding ceremony. It was a scandal
that rocked the whole town. L LT L

"It was said that she was still madly in love with the

excise tax man, and there was a song made up about her

that women and girls in Zolodievka sing to this day. The
song begins: P Beh AR wR om gy

.. The moon shone— ::.% - ..
~- It was midnight «: il

And Hodel sat by the door. -« - - = ..

Thesongends: ° " ui-
I love you, oh my soul,
Love without end, - P
I can’t live without you. e
This then was the story of Hodel the excise tax man's
wife, and it was to her that our tailor poured out his
anguished heart. He told her everything and asked for
her advice. . T g B
. *“What'sto be done?" he said. *‘You are, after all—as
King David says in the Song of Songs—‘Black and
comely.’ Wise is not comely, but you'are both . . . so
give me some advice. What's to be done?” )
“What’s to be done?** Hodel said, spitting against the
evil eye. *‘Can’t you see that the thing is a gilgul? It’s

like a bomb that’s going to explode. Get rid of the damn,

thing. Or, God forbid, the same thing will happen to you

as happened to my Aunt Pearl, may she rest in peace.
She’s in a better world now.” - .

““What happened to her?” a
asked." - 5

**What happened?” Hodel sighed. **My Aunt Pear,
may she rest in peace, was a devout, honorable
woman—my family are all honorable folk—though._in _
_this Godforsaken Zolodievka, may it burn in hell, you,
might not know that for the catty gossip that goes:

frightened Shimon-Eji

. on—Dbehind one’s back, of course. To one’s face it's all
-_flattery and sweet talk, Anyway, my Aunt Pearl, may

she rest in peace, went to do her shopping one day and
,saw a spool of thread on the ground. * A spool of thread,’

- . she thought. ‘One can always use a spool of thread.’ So
- she bent down and picked it up and went on her way,

but the spool leaped up into her face, then fell to the

"ground. So she bent down and picked it up again; and

- again, it leaped up into her face. So she spatonitic kic.,

away the evil eye and threw the damn thing away and;
started on home, but lpoking back, she saw it following

- her. She tried running, but the spool of thread followed

o

after. In short, by the time she got home, the poor thing |
was half-dead. She fell into a faint. After that, she pined
away for more than a year. Well, what do you make of
that? Just take a guess.” 5
- **Ah,” said Shimon-Eli. “All women are alike. Its all
old wives’ tales. Stuff and nonsense. If you pay atten-
tion to the prattling of women, you end by jumping at
your own shadow. As it is written, ‘Women are geese.’
But never mind. ‘Today the world was created—noth-
ing to worry about.' :
And Shimon-Eli the tailor went on his way.

Since that time, she was known as the excise tax
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It was a star-filled night. The moon strolled througn
drifting clouds that looked like high dark mountains
touched with sifver. The half-moon looked down on
Zolodievka that was now deep in sleep. A few house-

_holders, dreading bedbugs, had dragged their yellow

bedclothes outside and were snoring away, dreaming

sweet dreams: dreams of good profits at the fair, of large
incomes, of profitable little shops, dreams of abit of
bed, of honorable income; or of honor itself. All sorts of

The streets were empty; not a sound to be heard
anywhere. Even the butchers’ dogs, now tired of their
daytime strife and weary with barking, squeezed them-
selves under the bulchers’ viocks, pui iucu muzzles
between their paws, and—hush! From time to time, half
abark escaped a dog dreaming of a bone for which other
dogs were already baring -their teeth; or ‘when it

like the string of a bass fiddle, until the fly landed

somewhere and was still. Even the nightwatchman,

whose job it was to tap at shop doors—tap, tap, tap—

was in keeping with the, evening, drunk tonight, and
stood leaning against a wall, fast asleep. -

_roamed alone through the town, not knowing whether.
to go or stand or sit. He moved about muttering lines
from the Passover song about the cat that ate the kid.

“Khad gadyah—anonlykid. A...a...a...an...

ppi-abamtas

on...on...only kid. ‘May destruction take the
damned goat.” " ‘ :

dreamed of a fly hovering above its nose, hummmming

It was on this hushed night that Shimop_;&i&hﬁ tailor f -

He burst into. myler that in1m§diatgly frightened _

_him. Just then he passed the “Cold Synagogue™—a
synagogue in which, it was said, the dead came to say
their prayers on Saturday nights, wearing white gar-
ments under their prayer shawls. Shimon-Eli thought
he heard singing, “U...U...U...,” like a wind
blowing down the chimney on a winter night. He hur-
ried by the “Cold Synagogue” and into one of the
Gentile streets where suddenly he heard ‘‘Pssssssss.”
It was a bird that had flown to the tip of the church
steeple. And Shimon-Eli was overwhelmed by a mix-
ture of fear and despair, against which he struggled to
give himself courage as best he could, trying to find a
Talmud passage that could be said at night to keep fear

away. But he was assailed by the image of throngs of
people he had known who had died long ago, and
through his mind rushed all the terror tales he had ever

heard: tales of ghosts and devils, of demons in the form}.
of calves, and tales of elves that scurried about on}

wheels, of werewolves that crawled on all fours, of all
sorts of one-eyed creatures, of tales of the living dead,
inhabitants of chaos who moved about dressed in

shrouds. . .

L ige
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Finally Shimon-Eli persuaded himself that the goat
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trailing after him was not a goat at all, but a gilgul or a
demon that would, any minute now, stick out a tongue
ten yards long, or flap its wings,orcry ku. . .ku. ..n
... ku ... for the whole town to hear. Shimon-Eli's
brain began to whirl. He paused and untied the rope—at

t» least he could get rid-of the **bomb™ trailing him. But

. . . nothing doing. The creature would not go. Not fora
_ minute. It kept right on following him. Shimon-Eli tried

" moving away a few paces; the creature followed. He

.turned to the right; so did the beast. He turncd ¢ Ui
left; so did the goat. - . i ,

* *Shma Yisroel,’ Hear O Israel,” cried Shimon-Eli,
his voice no longer his own, and dashed off every which
way. As he ran it seemed to him that something pursued

.him, and though it bleated like a goat it spoke with a
human voice, with the intonation of a cantor.
"“““Mehhh . . . lehkh, King over life and of death, and

119ER BID K ANKR WL B'ND [VOVIWBY o A the resurrection.” -
W TED TOX DAPI W — B0 MR K P IS T I (g ‘ s : :
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Baboyker—in the morning, when Jews rose to say
their prayers and women to go to market.and girls to

- tend their flocks, Shimon-Eli the tailor was discovered
sitting on the ground, with the goat, its feet tucked
under, sitting beside him, chewing his cud, his beard
bobbing up and down. When people spoke to the tailor
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3 en belly, crept up to his mother’s side to wail, **Mama,
I'm hungry.” All of them together made such a terrible

he replied not a werd, but stared ahead like a golem
made of clay. . DR ey, TPedlie T g e
" Immediately a crowd gathered, making a racket as if
the sky were falling down:.*Eli .".-, goat ~. , . Shma-
- Koleynu. . . gilgul'. . . ghost. . . werewolf . . . demon
.. .gilgul. . .madetoride all night .. . tormented. .. .
‘exhausted.” Meanwhile, rumors circulated. Everyone -
- claimed to have seen somebody riding something.

**Who rode on what?"* asked a Jew, sticking his head T
among the crowd. *‘Shimon-Eli the goat; or the goat, '
Shimon-Eli?” S ‘

The crowd roared with laughter. ~ - - g

~ “Damn you and your laughter," said one of the Jews, .
a laborer. “‘You should be ashamed of ‘yourselves. . -
Jews. Grown men. Husbands, fathers of children. What
are you laughing at? Can’t you see the poor tailorisina
stupor? Sick. You'd do better to get him home and send
for the doctor, the devil take your grandfather.” The
man spoke with authority, his words as if fired from a
gun, and the crowd stopped laughing. Somebody ran to,,
get water. Somebody else to get Yudel, the healer.

They took Shimon-Eli under the arms, if you’ll par- .
don the expression, and led him home where he was put
to bed. Yudel the healer, with all his instruments, ar-
rived shortly and gave him his *‘serious"” treatment. He
cupped him, set leeches on him, and bled him endlessly. .

“The more blood we take, the better,” Yudel said,

~ “‘because all illness comes from bad blood.” Thus
Yudel explained his medical theory and promised to
come back that night. = R
When Tsippa-Beila-Reiza saw her poor husband, the, '
schlimazel, lying on the collapsed cot, covered with ‘ C/JUS?A
rags, his eyes turned up to the ceiling, speaking deliri-
ously through parched lips, she wrung her hands, beat’ o
her head against the wall, and mourned as if she were oo\t
mourning for the dead. *“Oh, woe is me! What a disas- .
-ter! What will become of me and of our little children?” )
And the children, naked and barefoot, ran in and gath-
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music that no one seeing them could stand it for long.
‘Those who came to the tailor’s house left at once,
overwhelmed and sick at heart. Asked how Shimon-Eli

was, he was likely to gesture with his hand as if to say,
“Bad. Too bad.” -
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Several housewives, near neighbors, stood around,
their faces tear-stained, their noses red. Before Tsippa- :
Beila-Reiza's very eyes, they pointed to their temples
and shook their heads or nodded, as if to say, **Too bad,

‘Tsippa-Beila-Reiza. Too bad.”

Then the wonder began. Shimon-Eli Shma-Koleynu

had lived in poverty for fifty years in Zolodievka, as

. unobserved as a worm in the dark. No one had talked of

* him; nobody knew what sort of man he was. Now that

he was sick, suddenly all of his good deeds were visible,

and it turned out that Shimon-Eli was a unique, pure,

.. good soul. A saintly Slicw:-It was said of him that he

would take from the rich to give to the poor; that,

though it cost him blows, he would take the part of the

poor against the whole town. Or that he would share his

~ last bite with a hungry man. And more such virtues and

praises were told about him—the way at a funeral, one
speaks only good of the departed. ‘

Suddenly nearly the entire town came to visit the sick
man, and every possible effort was made to save him
from dying, God forbid, an untimely death.

5 Twé[ve

V’hapoalim, and the working people of Zolodievka
met together in Hodel, the excise tax man's wife's,

tavern. Whiskey ‘was put on the table. There was a
tremendous shouting and racket. Tales were told, the
rich were splattered with curses—behind their back, as
- usual. £
*‘Zolodievka—may it burn in hell. What keeps them
quiet, our big shots? All of th¥m ready to bathe in our
blood, and no one to take our part. Who is it that pays
the community’s expenses? We do. When troubles
come, who helps? We do. Who pays the shochet? We
do. Who supports the ritual bath? We do. Whom do
they flay? Us. Jews, why are you silent? Let’s go to the
rabbi, to the assistant rabbis, and to the dignitaries and
beat their guts out. What kind of anarchy. is this—to let
them kill a whole family? oy . ’
And the workers went off to the rabbi, where they
made an outcry to which the rabbi replied by letting -
them see the letter that had just been handed to himby a
wagon driver. The letter came from the rabbis, the
assistant rabbis, and-the dignitaries of Kozodoievka.
Here is that letter: - LR

. All honor to the rabbis, the assistant rabbis,
the famous scholars (may they shine in heaven
as they shine on earth), of the blessed city of
Zolodievka, amen.

As soon as we received your words, which
were as honey to our mouths, we all met to-
gether to inquire accurately into the matter;
and we have concluded that our people have
been innocently maligned. Not only is your
tailor a wicked fellow, he has invented a

.frame-up and created enmity between two
communities. He is worthy to be fined. We,

. the undersigned, take oath and swear that

‘with our own eyes we saw that the goat gave
milk, may God grant that all Jewish goats
should give so much! Pay no attention to him,
that tailor, who tells lies, whatever tales he

tells. Do not believe the inventions of scoun-
drels, may their mouths be stopped. Peace be
unto you, and to all Jews from now and into
eternity.



DIRIY ...%%Y 3903 39790 DINY,
JYIpN DIRIY L..9%Y 3903 290
NMYNIBIRDY SRYNIDY SYIm
Spyrvp SypybLIRD SypRyw X5
JYDIgIY Syaya ppSevbpRD
MPoySyoNR VIR DPRTOYIRN 3P

BYY PIORSH-IOYI v D LYY DR 37 W
VRAK,  JJOEVIIN YD TN [N N PO AL IINY
“%3 'TONN IR N YY) BOXD Yo DWW WONPEININD
SPINR PR PROWE IR PIY3 N En eI
JIDDR PU) R BIREZYI IOKD BYN YO PR LLCLISY — PO¥D
WY qpapy St po Lipa'eays W'D DR IVEIRTI N Dl
=PI YPNYIININD 1D 03 [Ny S§Y YD DR X pw

! BINBE WEIRI WT B N B O =08 CYT PIYR

T OIYIEN ANA0 ¥NOF) DR DI — APWY AR
D DWTUY : MIRSDTIOYI 1YY DY K IWINTHMIDLIY
“p3 SNTWIR ,DWOYR ,DYIYD DUSYNED I DIWNED DWD
— M9 BYD PRIPEENYIE DINR R DINR PO YN
“pB WINE (NE B W DR PP DY 8 B0 W
PR DR ¥ DD WN SMDY ¥ D DBYD ¥ DD W 5¥0
< BYPYININTOYS 11D N DRSI BD W IR IYDED B b0 WN
PR — ,WOYDPOSISED ¥ W IFINVEIN 8 FPSRTRD ¥
WK FDWIRTINIED IR IO I3 St o LIp3'9aps 1RD
=pD PR PWSWD LIFN — TIPS I3RS 05 ,nondo
— DI MIN [YIRN — S¥D FO8 D ¥ IR L pdd

DY [V IR M1 M1 St BTNY W — DNYSRE BY W) NLH>

ansn o8 oWt

M WY DD WIUR IR P vE — oM bwe —
POINE LPYSKET'R JEMR DM [N BT AR — PIYIPB
2308 T PR OINN — 0 AR LDV IR DN

251353 W (YDIDYINNR PIIY PR RN DAY 8 —

AN e —

WoLNn T LAty eud WU YD BE) —
g NSt BINPY]

¥ 17 LEONFLEIRD DN LITD DY DN RSNED —
oy

TRema 8 M LD T e O oeyn panet —

SN RINPYI W BN VT OIRN TR R VSR B —
2 1yens

=g 2 BN MR TRLED YT IYIMD DN YD —
LIV 1UD RBET — WK I LN

JY SyprERDd
WE/EINS/AYE DY WK D {PWS ¥R — NYD
MSRSZSE ANAR IR NERTRED (0 iRy P WY
D¥T L5353 DI WINWTIYAYY TR IR ATASD Y pev
RIAN L) A AP SR l-Alh

0 P3 DR DN NSN3 T YAYIET BN W e 508 W

L) AV awswesn oo

N

]

m\.

B DN S PIMPI 3D PP Y BRA LSYBIPOR PR jIIEN
SR DIy NN (T DR B3 D¥N §INDD WY DK
DU IR PR OPYSMITDSY BT DY YT IpEYSEDMR YT
PR OIVENS WOV W Byn anper Ty e e ni
11 DY) Y3 !N IYSEN DB T WM IR DIYN

AR YD AEYCR BIXTYS LNT O IRTSTIISA CWINR PRI

DSTEYI DY MW LNWYYNPD IYERSYI LIBIR WIR N
IPINBZYY PRI ANR DOWYI DY LI WONR W N
2 13NA R LDVIMIR VR LIRSV WM PR IYTR WK
BN O WIS BINYDYIWAWR ! MPEITNIID — DD 'R
DR Sy BB DWHND IWORYOR PN WS

.

|
i

OO SV TR ietincs (e BEL MW e <

TP OPR WM M IPEME L IRIVIROTIRD — Yoy PR
L0t R LT YN, D WREND R A5 RN
O A M- DI 51 N 1P b3 I S A0 3% e I S ) AD S
I DR BRI LY PRI L2 TR L DYSITIR R K
YILORUORA YYOR) B DR LLUUvERn LivERA DAYR (I 185
TPIWONR DD WA PR DYSNE YOPPLRDIWE B (VTN
SYIVR VBN DIV T VAN AND AYOTNSD yupyny
W BRN RTTNNEN WINR BOIMIR W L IYIWIN WA
IWEND BISYI ' W LN LB YINNYID BDVI DR BiD

JUIBOD IVINR T OIRN

©

. These are the words of your younger
brothers who are not worthy to kiss the dust of
your feet: .

The words of the Rabbi, son of the Rabbi
of blessed memory; and the words
- of the Rabbi, son of the Rabbi of

blessed memory; and the words of Henikh

. Gullet, Yekutiel Lumpenclod, Shepsel Po-
tato, Fishel Wallower, Berel Whiskey, Leib
Growler, s .

. When the rabbi had read this letter to the workers,
. they were more furious still. **Ah, Kozodoievka scoun-
;. drels! They're making fun of us. We'll teach them re-

epect. ‘Shears and steam-irons: the people.’ **

And a new meeting was called at once, whiskey was
sent for, and it was concluded to take that fine goat and
march to Kozodoievka and tear the place apart—the

- school and the whole town together.” -
- Oymer v'oyseh, no sooner said than done. Some
= sixty of the workers quickly formed a mob. Tilors,
" shoemakers, carpenters, butchers, blacksmiths—
- rough, t_ough:looking fellows all, and all of them armed;

some with tailors’ yardsticks, others with steam-irons,
still others with bootlasts, some with cleavers or ham-
mers or whatever other household implements they
could grab—a rolling pin or a cheese grater. :

‘And the cry was *“On to Kozodoievka—war! To de-
stroy and to kill without quarter, once and for all. Death
to the Philistines, and an end to the matter!”

*“Hold on, fellows," one of the guild members called
out. “You're ready for anything, but' where's the
goat?” : L e .o '
- “Just look at us. Where the damn hell is the gilgul?”’

“That gilgul js no dummy. Where the hell could it

be?” - CoL . S A )
“Probably ran home to the teacher.” " - = . ',

~ “You're crazy. You're talking like a cow.”. "~

. “Then you're a horse. Where else could he be?"” -
But what good were these guesses? If one searched

for a month of Sundays, they would not have found the

goat. .

=+ Thirteen . :

Ka’'eys, now, let us leave the haunted tailor in his
wrestling with the angel of death, and the guild mem-
bers readying themselves for war, and let us follow the
gilgul—that is, the goat. TR -

The gilgul, seeing the commotion in the town, con-
sidered the matter and concluded that it was none of his .
business. What good did it do him, dying of hunger, to
be dragged about here and there after the schlimazel of

- a tailor? How much better to follow his nose into the
wide world. : . ; oo .

And the goat took off crazily, his hooves not touching
the earth—taking no care for anything at all, leaping
over men and women, creating destruction in the mar-
ketplace—a real terror, knocking over tables of pan-
cakes and bread, bowls of cherries and berries, spring-
ing over pots and glassware, leaping, breaking,
jumping, clatterty-bang-bang. The market women pan-
icked, screeching, “What is it . . . what kind of schli-
mazel? . . .agoat. . .acreature. . .agilgul. . .woe
isme. . .adisaster. . .whereisit?...whatisit?. ..

catch him . . . catch him. Catch.” And the mob of men
with their sleeves rolled up and women with their skirts
tucked up, if you'll forgive the expression, milled
about, searching. It was useless. Our goat had discov-
ered the meaning of freedom and took off wherever his
feet would take him. :
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DEAD SOULS

CHAPTER SEVEN

Fortunate is the wayfarer who, after a long, tedious journey
with its cold spells, slush, mire, stage-post superintendents
grumbling from lack of sleep, the jingle-jangling of bells,
carriage repairs, heated arguments, stagecoach drivers, black-
smiths, and all sorts of scoundrels whom one meets on the

road, beholds at last a familiar roof and the little lights that
seem rushing forward to meet him. And he will anticipate in

his mind's eye the familiar rooms, the joyous shouts of his.

people running out to meet him, the noise and romping of
children, and soothing, low-voiced converse, constantly inter-
rupted by flaming kisses, which have the power to eradicate
from memory all that had been disagreeable. Happy is the
family man that hath such a retreat—but woe to the bache-
lor!

Happy is the writer who, after passing by characters that
are tedious, repulsive, overwhelming in their sad actuality, is
nearing characters that manifest the high dignity of man;
happy the writer who has picked out only the few exceptions
from the great slough of images swirling about him day after
day, the writer who has not changed even once the lofty
strain of his lyre, has never descended from his aerie to his

_poor, insignificant brethren, and who, without touching the
common earth, has devoted himself wholly to his images
and forms, far removed from that earth and enlarged to
beroic size. Doubly to be envied is his resplendent lot: he
dwells amid these images and forms as if in the midst of his
own family; and, in the meantime, his fame is trumpeted far
and wide—and loudly. He has beclouded men’s eyes with in-
cense smoke that transports their senses; he has flattered them
wondrously, concealing the seamy side of life and presenting
to them Man, the Glory of Creation. All and sundry, with
much clapping of hands, hasten after him and run headlong
at the tail of his triumphal chariot. A great universal poet do
they style him, soaring high above all the other geniuses of
this world, even as an eagle soars above other high-flying
birds. At the very mention of his name young ardent hearts
will be overcome with awe and trembling; responsive tears
will glisten in all eyes. . . . There is none that is his equal in
power—he is Cod!

Not such however ic tha lat and Aiffarant ic tha ‘gﬂ.. of

the writer who has dared to bring out all the things that are

e

And the tailor, poor fellow! **What is the moral of this,

tale?" the reader will ask. Don't press me, friends. It -
was not a good ending. The tale began cheerfully
enough, and it ended as most such happy stories do—
badly. And since you know the author of the story—
that he is not naturally a gloomy fellow and hates to
complain and prefers cheerful stories—and you know
that he hates insisting on a story's *‘moral,” and that
moralizing is not his manner. . . . Then let the maker of
the tale take his leave of you smiling, and let him wish
you, Jews—and all' mankind—more laughter than

tears. Laughter is good for you. Doctors prescribe
laughter. : o ,

.

Translated by Leonard Wolf

before man’s eyes at every minute, yet which his unheeding
eyes sce not—all thut fearsome, overwhelming slimy morass
-of minutige that have bogged down our life, all that lurks
deep within the cold, broken, workaday characters with
which our earthly path, at times wocful and dreary, is beset.
Different is the fate of the writer who has dared, as if with
the puissance of an implacable burin, to bring out all these
things in bold and vivid relief before the cyes of all men! It
will not be given to him to reap the plaudits of the populace,
not his will it be to behold responsive tears and the whole-
hearted rapture of the souls he has stirred; not to him will
come, fluttering as if on wings, the maid of sixteen with her
head all in a whirl and moved by a hero-worshiping infatua-
tion; not for him will it be to forget himself in the sweet
fascination of the strains he himself has uttered; not for him,
finally, is it to avoid the judgment of his times, which will
style as insignificant and base the creations he has cher-
ished; that judgment will consign him to an ignoble place in
the ranks of those writers who have insulted humanity; it will
ascribe to him the qualities of the chief characters he himself
has depicted; it will strip him of heart, and soul, and the
divine flame of talent. For the judgment of the writer's own
times _does not recognize that equally marvelous are the
lenses that are used for contemplating suns and those for
revealing to us the motions of insects imperceptible to the
naked eye; for the judgment of his times does not recognize
that a great deal of spiritual depth is required to throw light
upon a picture taken from a despised strutum of life, and to
elevate it into a pearl of creative art; the judgment of his
times does not recognize that lofty, rapturous laughter is
worthy of taking its place side by side with a lofty, lyrical
strain, and that there is a very abyss between that laughter
and the tortured posturings of a show-booth scaramouch!
The judgment of his times does not recognize him and will
turn everything into a reproach and an obloquy for the un-
recognized writer: without discrimination, without response,

without concern, he will be left behind in the midd_le of the

road, like some traveler without kith or kin. Harsh is his
course in life, and bitterly will he feel his loneliness.

But for a long while yet am I destined by some wondrous
power to go hand-in-hand with my strange heroes, to con-
template life in its entirety, life rushing past in all its enor-
mity, amid laughter perceptible to the world and through
tears_that are unperceived by and unknown to it! And still
distant is that time when awesome inspiration will break
forth like a storm and well up like a fountain in another head
that is clothed in sacred horror and refulgence, and when
men will sense, in abashed trepidation, the majestic thunder
of other eloquent words. . . .

Let us be getting on—on! Away with the frown that has
overcast the brow and with the countenance of austera .
gloom! Let us plunge suddenly and head first into life, with .
all its soundless blather and jingle bells, and see what Chich.
ikov is up to. ]



