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Beyond the Poetry: Musical Interpretation of Poetic Texts 
An Exercise in Mindfulness 

Reminders: Some things to think about when listening to and analyzing 
Yiddish Art Songs 

a) Musical Elements: - Extra-Textual Parameters that can impart meaning

b) Composers such as Lazar Weiner have many musical variables at their disposal

c) Always remember: even if a piece is a solo art song, there are always at least two
voices, i.e. the vocal part and the piano part

Musical Elements - the Composer's Toolbox - to think about: 

1) Melody

How does the vocal melodic line move? In what direction? Higher or 
lower? By step? Arpeggiated? By leaps? Are pitches repeated? If words 
are repeated, are they repeated musically in the same way? 
Where is the climax of the music? Does it conform to the climax of the 

poem? 

2) Rhythm

- Does the rhythm of the vocal melody follow the meter of the poetry? How
does Weiner utilize the poem's structure to shape his musical form? 

3) Range and Tessitura

What is the range of the vocal pitches overall? Does the ambit of range, 

i.e. tessitura, shift during the song? Where? What's happening in the text
then?






























