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PEREZ OPOCZINSKI

The Jewish Letter Carrier

TRANSLATED FROM THE YIDDISH BY E. CHASE

A Jewish postman? Eh, you should be well! Tell me, please, whom
do you want? whom are you looking for? We know everyone, you
won't have to search long. Do you see, people, luck is with us—we
already have a Jewish postman, just like in Palestine.

With these or similar words many a Jew greeted the Jewish letter
carrier on the first day of his rounds in the ghetto, and there was
something pathetic in the childishly smiling face of the greeter. He
looked and he wondered—really? a Jew—a government clerk? One
lived through many years in a minority, deprived of rights, so one
became bewildered and for a moment forgot the adversities of the
ghetto, of the most rightless rightlessness that he was experiencing
and wanted rashly to pretend the arrival of a new era, of Jewish
autonomy, at least to say. . . .

“Will you wear a postman’s cap, too? Ribbons? Numbers?”

“And a leather sack with a strap, too?” inquired another who
thought the best part was that the Jewish letter carrier would wear
a sword or some other weapon that represents the majesty of the
“might.” And if not this, at least a cap with a shining visor, a num-
ber, a sign, an inscription.

In every Jewish home the letter carrier was met with happy ex-
clamations, amazed kindly eyes, and the friendly welcomes raised
him in his own esteem. He drew a feeling of importance from his
position, though not often from his social tasks, and the Jewish
postman started off on the right foot.

The job aroused among Jews such envy that thousands of men
and women looked upon the Jewish letter carrier as upon a select

fortunate person at whom lady-luck smiled. No one knows for sure
if this was because the letter carrier's post has something romantic
about it, that he brings with him a whiff of distant lands, of seas and
deserts, or ships and trains; or because he brings happy tidings from
sons to old mothers, from bridegrooms to brides, tidings about busi-
pess successes, weddings and circumcision rites; or simply because
Jews reflected on the generous “payoffs” they made, before the
war, to the gentile postman, though tips were officially prohibited,
and they believed that the Jewish letter carrier, too, would make
a nice living at a time when the vast majority of Jews in the ghetto
had no means to eam a penny and drew sustenance by selling one by
one the household goods. Those were enough reasons for looking
with great envy upon the Jewish letter carrier; and this envy was
the first drop of poison in his cup of joy. Whenever he entered a
house with a letter, the recipient would put it down so indifferently
as if it had not mattered, as if something else were of greater im-
portance, and soon quietly, quietly began in cautious words to in-
quire how he obtained his post—with whose help—through what
‘lpull?"
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Another one is eager to accompany the postman downstairs to
put it in a businesslike fashion. He speaks in Yiddish and says
frankly: “Listen, Mister, you'll get from me two ‘centuries’ if 1
get the job. . . .”

In some homes, where no such propositions are made, the in-
habitants cannot refrain from remarking seemingly apropos of noth-
ing: “Well, you're all right, you've got a government job.”

And people really thought so. They recalled the recent past, when
a Polish letter carrier received from the government treasury a
monthly salary plus free lighting, heating, shoes, clothing and other
allowances, and they naively believed that the Jewish postman, too,
must be receiving the same. Particularly when the community gets
such high rates for letter deliveries, in addition to the stamps. Others
simply imagined that the delivery charge for the letters goes directly
to the letter carrier. Which of them could have thought that the
“Jewish Post Office” was by the Germans a “storehouse for mail,”
that the real post office was located on Napoleon Street, outside the
limits of the ghetto, and that the community did not receive from
the Germans a groshen in support of the “Jewish Post Office?”

When the letter carrier had to listen, in every home, to the com-
plaints against the community, watch the angry looks, see the wry
faces, the froth upon the lips with which they fell upon him, as if

he truly were the living incarnation of the hated council, he became
disgusted with life. Going up the stairs, down the stairs, in each
apartment the letter carrier faced the constant nagging harassment,
as a man from the State, a council employee, so that he was always
irritated, unnerved and found it hard to remain polite and proper.

The attitude toward the Jewish letter carrier could be classified
according to population groups. He was best received by the simple
folk, worst by the intellectuals and the Hasidim. The simple folk .
not only paid the service charge but also gave the letter carrier a
few groshen as a tip. They did it naturally, without compulsion, in
the understanding that each of us wants to live. . . .

Whenever the letter carrier dropped irito the basement apartment
of the poor shoemaker to deliver a domestic postal card, he would
get fifty groshen, and in reply to the admonition that the charge is
only twenty groshen, the shoemaker would say in earnest: “The rest
is for you, the council does not pay enough to over-eat. . . R
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On the other hand, the demeanor of the bourgeois intellectuals,
particularly the doctors, vis-2-vis the letter carrier bordered on hostil-
ity. . . . In this case, they, the doctors, stood near to the powers that
be. Many of them even worked in the city or government institutions,
so, naturally, for them the letter carrier ranked lower in importance
as a government employee. They never gave a tip. They were intel-
lectuals and read in the Polish-Jewish sheet, the Jewish Gazette (in
that sheet which had stated, after the Cracow Edict, that the Govern-
ment carried out the deportation of 40,000 Jews in a humane man-
ner) the council's appeal to the Jewish population not to pay for
mail delivery more than the requisite twenty or thirty groshen. . . .
Only a simpleton would give more than the requisite twenty or thirty
groshen . . . but they, the intellectuals, knew the “law.” They had
read it, black on white. ... . '

The Hasidim, though, were mainly tradespeople, and if they
were not merchants, as such, they had learned the laws of buying
and selling, and none of them would offer one grosh above the
established price. If the Hasid did differ from the intellectual it
was by the demand that the letter carrier speak Yiddish, but even
this, it seems, was more politics than genuine impulse, more ap-

ce than Yiddishness. . . . ’

The benign feeling toward the Jewish letter carrier gradually began
to cool off, not due to any fault of his, but to the job itself, the
manner of work, due to the community, due to the demoralization
brought about by corrupt individuals who wormed their way into

the public institutions and by their misdeeds undermined the prestige
and prospect of community work in general. This affected the psy-
chology of the masses to such an extent that each community job
holder was regarded by them as a representative or agent of 8
clique. And consequently, the letter carrier’s appearances at the
homes of the war survivors so excited their already shattered nerves
that they often let go at the carrier a torrent of invectives.

. That the mail should arrive without delay was of tremendous
importance to all; not only to the merchants or the tradespeople,
but also the people-at-large. For the little piece of paper, written in
a mixture of half Jewish and half corrupted German, often contained
the last means of rescue from misfortune—bread and help from
relatives in the provinces.
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With particularly great hope were awaited the letters from Russia.
Many thousands of Jews, after running away to Russia and making
a new life there, began sending food packages to their relatives in
Warsaw. Husbands sent packages to their wives and children, sons
and daughters to their parents, and others to their relatives and
friends, The packages from Russia arrived not only well wrapped
in linen and sealed with seven seals to prevent pilferage, but they
contained food which was here highly prized. The relatives from
Russia sent rice, tea, coffee, chocolate and, at the beginning, even
whisky and tobacco, too. They sent smoked meats, salami, bacon,
cheese and butter and even caviar. When a Warsaw Jew received
such a package, he could sell a part of it, as, for example, tea, coffec,
tobacco, and whisky, for good money which was enough to live on

© ¢+ for several weeks, and use the rest for himself. At the homes where

the packages arrived regularly they experienced no want. The pack-
ages from Russia had their influence on the market prices and also
brought in articles which the Germans would not allow to be im-
ported or which would be very expensive. '

Before the arrival of such a package, the sender, of course, would
inform about it in a letter, which ordinarily would be received in
advance of the package. Therefore, a letter from Russia was re-
garded not as a piece of paper with writing on it, but as a living
messenger of help to come. Old mothers pressed tenderly to the
heart with trembling fingers their sons’ letters, containing an an-
nouncement of a sent-out package, which they imagined would
contain goose fat, giblets and delicacies, with which they had regeled
their guests at happy family occasions in the past. And wives dis

cemed, with women's intuition, in the enumeration of the things
in the letter if the husbands remained faithful. . . .

“You see, Rivkeh,” a woman boasted to a neighbor, “my Sholem
still remembers that 1 hanker for a nice piece of goose salami, so
he actually sends salami each time, we should all have such a good
year!”

And then suddenly they established the Jewish post office. I hope
it burns to the ground, and you get no mail and you receive no
packages. Whole days you sit at home and wait for the arrival of
the letter carrier, but he does not come, and if he does—the letter is
—for who do you think?—for the subtenant, for the one who doesn’t
have there a real relative, but some kind of an acquaintance and he
sends him packages. Well, can’t one become disheartened? One
must have luck in all things. . ..

The town talked; the Jews, terribly incensed, cursed and reviled
the Jewish post office, its administration and the whole wretched
establishment, but in spite of that the functioning of the post office
did not improve at all. . . .
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_The anger ‘of the Jewish population

" toward the "é(—&_c-vﬁice was directed against the letter carrier. When-

| way or spare him stair climbing,
. has no letter for them, they say without .
- fault is the Jewish post office’s—before they used to get mail regu-

ever he showed himself in a yard, he was surrounded on all sides,
pulled by the sleeve, yelled at in his ears, questioned a dozen times

 the same thing: “No?—there’s really no mail for Greenberg? and

for Rosenthal? for Morgenstern?” “Mr. Postman” cries a man from
his fourth floor apartment, “You have a letter for Tsemach, no? A
letter from Russia; have you? No? Take another look. . . .” )

Others rush up to the postman, pull the mail out of his hands
under the pretext of being helpful, to ease his burden, show the
and when convinced that he really
mincing words that the

larly!
The higher the cost of living, the tighter the noose around t.he
neck for the Jews in the ghetto, the more insistent became the in-
quiry after mail, Tens of thousands of Jews walked around, hands
in pockets and one single thought in their minds: Ob, if they but get
a letter, be it from Russia, be it from America or if not from there,
then even from Konske-Volye, Prashnitz, or Kotsk, where they have
relatives—they should remind themselves of our existence and sel!d
8 package. Some people do get packages from the small towns 1n
Poland, why not we—why should we be miserably unlucky?

This waiting for a paci:;éé ullelvadc—[V)eopie dera;lgéd. Women would ~

surround the letter carrier and pour such a deluge of questions that
he would become physically weary from answering them.

“Mister—you have no letter for me?”

“What is your name?”

“Goldstein.”

“Your house number?”

‘l70.’,

llNo.”

“Maybe you have one for number 767 And maybe for number
307”

“You live in all three apartments?”

IINO."

She asks because she is just curious if her neighbor, that slovenly

woman who eats non-kosher, had not received perhaps a letter, and-

ghe must know.

It happens that the letter carrier by chance passes through a neigh-
borhood where he has mever delivered mail and where the people
on the street don't know him, but they do know that the Jewish
post office does not assign a steady carrier to a district, the carriers
are changed almost daily—yet, he is stopped by strangers who in-
quire: “Listen, Mister, have you a letter for me? No? Not perhaps
from Russia?”

A letter from Russia, a letter from Russia—that was the pleas-
antest dream for most people, their sweetest hope, their last com-
forting thought. Even the children, whose hearts beat in unison with
their parents’ suspenseful expectancy, never permitted the carrier
to make an unmolested step on the street. They would besiege him,
and with their young screeching voices deafen him. And if fortune
smiled and the letter carrier had a letter for the parents, the child
rushed helter-skelter up the stairs, yelling at the top of his voice
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and bursting into the house announced breathlessly: “Daddy dear
Mamma dear, a letter from Srulik, from Isirel, Yohebed. I saw with
my own eyes the letter with a Russian stamp. . . . “Oh, children,
a letter from Srulik, no ill come to. me”—the woman would clulc.b
her heart—“run children quickly, bring the letter. Here, take this
money, Oh, Father dear in heaven, . . .” . )

The woman’s head reeled. The letter assumes the guise of a big
head of cheese, a long salami, a sizeable slice of creamery .buttcr.
She sees nothing else, she hears nothing, she reaches out with her
hands as if to grasp the fat delicious foods to put them into the pot

| The letter carrier feels weary and worn. The people, nervous and

| hungry, pull him by the sleeve and want an answer to a thousand
i questions a day, ot alone about letters, but about new post office
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. regulations, about sending money, registered mail, air mail, police,
| taxes and what have

: you. Isn't he a government personage, 8 man
" close to the “might?” gl
The carrier’s lot is an unhappy one. He rises at five in the morning
and works till nine, ten in the evening and, in spite of that, he re-
ceives no weekly wage, but gets paid by the piece—six groshen per
letter, and after subtracting all taxes and contributions to “social
insurance,” from which he, as a Jew, cannot benefit according to the
canons of the occupation authorities, but for which he enjoys the
privilege of paying, there hardly remains five groshen net. The de-
livery of one hundred, even one hundred and fifty letters a day nets
him a ridiculous sum, when a loaf of black bread costs between 22
and 24 gilden. . . . The few tips he gets do not charge the situation
much. The conditions under which he works are so unbearable that
they affect his health. The “energetic” director who wants to carry
on like a drill master and disciplinarian often calls the employees to
a conference, and demands of them sternly to come to work not
later than eight o’clock in the morning, otherwise he will take strict
measures, he will be swayed by nothing, you may believe him, he
does not like just to throw around words in the air, and, he con-
cludes pathetically, if he wants to, he can fine and even discharge
one from the service, because there must be orderl!

And the order was such that carriers came to work in winter, in
freezing weather and snow, not at eight, but rather six in the morn-
ing, because first come first served. The sorting machine worked
from morning till night, yet it did not produce enough bundles of
mail for carriers to distribute. A number of carriers always were
forced to go home empty handed after waiting all day, hungry and
freezing, in the cold corridors with cement floors. Who was lucky
to get a bundle of mail in the first place? Only those who came at
five or six o'clock in the morning and of them mainly the people
belonging to the “battalion,” which really meant the director’s peo-
ple, with whom he worked under the Germans.

The battalion people are a special chapter in the life of the Jew-
ish post office. They were Polish speaking, the heirs to the “shmen-

. driks.” It was they who brought with them the military order of
the German work gangs, where they formerly were section leaders.
They boasted of being privileged, of having received decorations and

awards for merit. It was rumored that some of them served the Ger-
mans in a confidential capacity and were informers. These people
were employed in all institutions of the community, and were
feared even by those in higher positions. They were known as

“.Gestapo Men.” The battalion people absolutely refused to utter
single word in Yiddish,
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" 'They had their set of morals. Being approximately sixty of a total
number of one hundred letter carriers, the power resided in their
hands. They posted their men at the door where packages of mail
were issued. The distributor of the packages, too, was of their
men, and naturally favored the battalion men by giving them pack-
ages for the richest streets, houses with easy stairs to climb, clean
apartments and good tips, while the others received packages for
distribution in the poorest streets and alleys with houses having
stairs in poor repair, dark cellars, damp attics impregnated with
typhus germs.

In the beginning the more favored packages were given out sur-
reptitiously, later on openly and shamelessly. The argument was
that the battalion people earned the preference for the “services”
rendered to the Jewish community, and those who had the effrontery

| to disagree were treated harshly.
3

Their people with their peculiar social concepts were responsible,
it seems, for the suspicion that the carriers were guilty of theft
There were cases when women came to the post office and swore
that when the carrier left the house, a golden watch left it too, or
that letter carrier stole a pair of galoshes. . . .

But why talk about house theft, when the theft of arrived pack-
ages was enough to put the entire Jewish post office under suspicion.

True, the post office for mail delivery and the package unloading
station were located on two different streets, and the letter carriers
and package carriers had no contact with each other, although both
wore the identical arm bands with identical inscriptions, but the
ordinary garden variety of Jews did not know about the fine points
of difference, and when a letter was delivered to a home, the
recipient would fall upon the letter carrier in a disgraceful manner,
because the last package delivered was tampered with and hal
of the contents stolen. )

Often enough, instead of sugar the recipient would find salt (to
make up the weight), instead of cocoa from Portugal, wormy peas,
or somctimes the package would just be deficient in weight, and the
package carrier, in addition, would charge double for delivery and
pocket the overcharge.

Of course, it was difficult to ascertain how the thefts were done,
since the packages first came to the real post office on Napoleon
Street and only then were sent to the ghetto post office. One may
assume that the employees of the Polish post office pilfered heavily,
knowing well, that the onus would, in the end, fall on the last de-
liverer, the Jewish post office. Yet it was certain that there were
large thefts in the Jewish post office, too. This could be noted in
the fact that the employees were in cahoots when a theft complaint
was lodged. . . .
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Jews who had relatives in the small Polish towns
that were “united” with the German Reich often received letters
in which would be enclosed five paper marks (legally it was not
allowed!), and the letters just as often arrived minus the money.
Who did it, remains a mystery. . . .

It is true, that when the letter carrier received his bundle of mail
not at nine in the morning, as the custom was before the war, but
at four or five in the afternoon, the difficulties of satisfying the de-
mands of his conscience greatly increased. For the distribution of
mail in the evening in the Jewish ncighborhood, where the house
numbers were twisted and turned and could not be read, became an
almost impossible task, particularly in wintertime, when climbing
the slippery stairs, often broken down or still ruined since the
bombardment, presented a threat to life and limb. In addition the

© Jewish house watchmen, the guards of the house, were “new faces.”*

When asked where this or that tenant lived, they could not answer,

- of often insisted that no such person lived in the house, when it was
. known that he lived right under the watchman’s nose.

And then again, the knocking at the door late in the evening was
a frightful experience! Jews, because of tortures and searches, trem-
bled when they heard a knock on the door even in daytime, and
for that reason the residents of large apartment houses, which had
additional entrances through the kitchens, put up heavy locks out-
side on the front doors to give the impression that no onc was
home. . . . Imagine their feelings, when in a snowy or rainy dark
winter evening, while the apartment was dim, cheerless and quiet,
and the least noise sounded to them, because of their shattered
nerves, like the rumbling of the wheels on a bridge; imagine then
their feeling when at this time someone banged on the door and,
receiving no immediate response, banged again and again, for the
mail must not tarry, and it was late. Blood congealed in the veins,

¢ After separating the ghetto from the city and removing the Polish popula-
tion from Jewish streets, the jobs of house watchmen in Jewish neighborhoods
were filled, naturally, exclusively by Jews.
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and the more insistent the banging, the more the panic rose. When
finally, gambling with their lives, they inquired, “Who's there?”
and received back the answer, “The post,” their hearts nearly suc-
cumbed. And when they at last opened the ddor to admit the un-
expected guest, they were not overjoyed at his coming, even had
he brought a registered letter from Russia. For the enmity against
the Jewish post, against the hated council, could not be stifled, and
the postman got all they could give. ‘

In the Homes on Krochmalnia and Ostrowska Streets

The endless claims and arguments against the letter carrier can
be summed up as follows: he knocked too loudly on the door, the
mail delivery was needlessly delayed, the packages were being pil-
fered, and finally—the most important—the payment for delivety.
These words polsoned the carrier’s life, made him weary in body
and mind, because the argument about payment was really justified.
In some streets, as many as 80 per cent of the recipients could
not redeem their letters and had to rush to borrow from their neigh-
bors. On many occasions a recipient of a letter knocked at the doors
of all neighbors on his floor, on the floor above, on the floor below,
from the top to the ground floor until he could finally borrow the
necessary twenty or thirty groshen, for hardly anyone had a grosh
in the house. For if they got a few gilden from the sale of some
household thing, they ran forthwith to the storekeeper to buy 8
quarter kilo, at best, a half kilo of bread.

Ordinarily, the recipient would appeal to the carrier to lend them |
payment money—"It is only twenty groshen,” was the pathetic plez |
“Have a heart, it's such a small sum; when you pass by another |
time, I'll pay back.”

When the carrier would explain that most of the houses had no
money and he would be forced to lose out of his own pocket several |
gilden daily instead of earning any—he was not believed. “You'r |
worse than the goyim,” was the angered reply. “The goy carit |
always trusted me, but the Jewish post, the council with its ‘c]erh."
are such as to deserve eternal perdition, like Cain.”

But all this pain and trouble was nothing against the desolat
pictures of helplessness and need the letter carrier must have er
countered in his going from house to house in the valley of tears d
Krochmalnia, Ostrowska, Smocza and Niska.

In these streets the doors of the houses remained locked ill lat

- » -

in the day. People lay in bed until two or three in the afternoon.
Others never got up. There was no reason to get up. On winter days
one could find in the homes of the larger families ten to twelve peo-
ple, oftentimes young adult men or women, lying in bed, with pale
faces and feverish eyes, and swallowing their saliva. Mothers lay in
bed together with two or three children; they lay in red rashes be-
cause of the lack of the few groshen needed to buy soap for washing
the bedsheets. In the house the things were scattered about in fright-
ful disorder, which proved the truth of the saying: “Their dress
bespeaks their state.” The people had but one single insane thought
—where to get a piece of bread? Mothers were no housekeepers
and fathers no repairmen. Doors did not fit, stoves did not work,
chairs and tables were unclean, floors unscrubbed. What for? Who
cares? , . .

\ From lying constantly in bed, people became weaker and weaker,
and many already could not take a step, others had bodies swollen
to the waist and higher. The eyes of some could hardly be seen,
they disappeared behind the swollen lumps around the eye sockets.
This gave them the appearance of dark Mongols, of hungry Eskimos.,
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On entering the homes of such hunger-tortured people, the letter*
carrier had two alternatives: take the letter back to the post office
with a notation that the recipient was unable to redeem it because
be had no money, or to remember that the delivered letter might
contain help to save the wretched man, and often this was the case.
The letter carrier himself, therefore, had to egg on the neighbors
to redeem the letter, himself assume the social responsibility of doing
something. For it was no feat at all to return to the post office and
say that this one or that one could not pay. The letter with the
explanatory notation would calmly be taken back by a clerk. The
loquacious director, who 'never ceased talking glibly about .S().C'lal
responsibility, did not himself possess enough social responsibility
to convince the council that, for instance, the refugees, the extremely
poor, the sick and even the insane, should have their mail delivered
free. The director was “smart” enough to keep the budget balanced,

' tosee to it that the post office has no deficit. As to the rest, let the
| letter carrier break his head—and he really did.

When the letter carrier returned home at night to his wife and
children and & cold house, with his meager earnings of the day,
be was in a state of irritation from the endless arguments. He was
haunted by the scenes of poverty and misery which he witnessed
throughout the day. All this depressed his spirit and gave him no

peace. It did not take long for the letter carriers themselves to be-
come swollen from hunger and hard work, and acquire weak hearts
from continually climbing up and down the stairs. But the com-
munity remained the community. It cared as little about the welfare
of the carriers, whom it refused to provide even with shoe repairs,
as it did about the refugees, the newcomers or the homeless chil-
dren roaming the streets. Is it a wonder that carriers often fell sick
and that their rate of mortality increased tremendously?

As if this were not enough, false accusations were heaped upon
the Jewish letter carrier. A Jew loves to demand his due. Many
Jews boast of their ability to reach the high and the mighty. It's not
enough to talk to an ordinary clerk, they want the head. As a result
they ran every Monday and Thursday to the post office for all sorts
of nonsense. They would not rest till they got to the boss himself,
to the director, that is; and he, the “boss,” sticking out his chest
and turning his head to one side, as it was his wont, half-closed his
eyes, became very serious, like an angry Hebrew teacher, and called
out the carrier against whom a complaint was lodged. First, the boss
ordered in a loud voice that the accused be temporarily relieved of
his duties of distributing mail until his case was decided. And the
inquiry began. The director opened the investigation with wise re-
marks, attempts to trap the accused wth his own words, with need-
ling him, so that the one who brought the accusation derived tre-
mendous satisfaction and pleasure. What a smart fellow (knock
wood!) the director is, thought the accuser. And the director him-
self was pleased, no doubt, with his conduct of the inquiry and, in
his heart, admired his own wisdom and power. Thus, the inquiry
went on and on, and such inquiries on many occasions delayed
the distribution of mail for two or three hours. Well, only a Jewish
post office director can permit himself the enjoyment of such thing.

It was usual for the director, after such a triumphant inquiry, to
come out to the people in the cold corridor with the concrete floor— |
he was dressed in those cold winter days in his wife’s plush jacket
which reached just over his knees, to show, to prove that there isa
war on and that he is the man who knows how to save and how to
spare the community the necessity of heating the post office—t
announce triumphantly that soon, in the near future, benches woud
be provided in order that people wouldn’t have to stand on their fed
from five in the morning until four or five in the afternoon.

He said this very definitely in a voice trembling with pathos aof
preoccupied with human injustice until his anger passed, and k
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said this again on a similar occasion two weeks later. Thus, in the
end, five months after. the establishment of the post office, the benches
became a reality. . . . _

However, the letter carrier with a truly social approach to his
duties experienced also minutes of joy and happiness that partly
outweighed the heartrending griefs of the day. This occurred when
he succeeded in delivering a letter to an unknown recipient.

Letters used to arrive, mainly from across the seas, to people at
their addresses of 15 or 20 years before. People had relatives in
America or Argentina, Uruguay or South Africa from whom they
had never received any letters. But now such relatives in the far
away places learned from the newspapers about the hellish suffer-
ings of the Polish Jews and their hearts melted. Immediately they
dispatched letters, probably ready to send help upon the receipt of

| an answer.

And it was impossible to find the addressee. It was useless to go

; to the watchmen for information, because, as mentioned before, the

new watchman did not have the least idea, What was left to do? Go
from house to house and inquire. This required patience, social

. responsibility, and the will to do the right thing,

But if the reader had witnessed the scene when the letter carrier,
after a long search, finds an old mother to whom a daughter writes
from Paris, after four years of silence, and inquires if she, her
mother, needs anything, maybe a package of food, how this old
mother claps her hands, tears streaming from her eyes, and clutches
at her heart crying out: “O, my Broche dear, my good child, you
did not forget your old mother!” If the reader had witnessed this,
be would have confessed that the letter carrier had some compensa-
Bon for his troubles, not so much in money, as in the warm glances
of a mother’s eyes, which is worth much more than money. . . .

In another house, the letter carrier delivers a letter from a son
to his parents. The son writes from overseas that he learned his
family is alive, saved miraculously during the terrible bombardment
of Warsaw. The sister, a bride-to-be, is holding her brother’s letter
in her hand in a delirium of joy. The mother is speechless from
astonishment, and an old grandfather, his hair snow white, stands
in the middle of the room with face pale from excitement and hands
opraised, as in a priestly benediction, and looks with deep grati-
tode on the letter carrier.

Someone of the household goes to the letter carrier and hands him
atip of a few groshen, and the letter carrier stands, as if implanted,

and eagerly swallows with his eyes this remarkable picture. Of what
value are the few groshen compared to the expressions of human
solidarity and loving kindness?

The Jewish letter carrier is only an ordinary man, one among the
many against whom the extermination machine is directed. He has a
heart, and in every house, where he brings unexpected letters to the
mothers awaiting them for years, he quietly shares in their joys.

And suddenly—b-0-0-m! '

War with Russial

The thousands and thousands of homes, which regularly receive
packages from Russia, are aflutter and atremble, Firstly, what will
one do now, how will one live? Secondly, the children in Russis,
in the newly occupied places, in Bialystok or Baranowich, in the
first line of fire. . . .
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" He goes from house to house, from parents with one son, who

is located near the front, to parents with two or three sons—l
of them in Russia. And everywhere they ask him, the man from the
government, to tell them, for he probably knows: What threatess
them, what awaits them? Will they live to see their children?

The first returnees already appeared on the Smocza. Lads, straight
as trees, they didn’t think long and quickly ran back to Warsaw.
Patents wait and hope that their children, too, shall decide to do
the same—and there is pandemonium at the post office. The letters
become fewer day by day. Thousands of letters sent out to Russis

| in the last few days are coming back with a stamped German nott-
. tion “Post Office Closed.” It is thought that in a few days all mal

from Russia will come to a full stop, and with this, also, a great
part of the income of the Jewish post office. The director half
closes his right eye and says, like the wiseacre that he is: “And
maybe . . . who knows, maybe the post office will be closed for
good,” and this way, he thinks, he answers all questions of the lettx
carriers about insufficient food, hard work, worn-out shoes and in-
paired health.

The nightmare in Jewish Warsaw becomes thicker, the hopes—
slimmer. There are no more letters from Russia, no more packags
from Russia. There are only brick tenements, red, monotonous, cold
ghetto-tenements, like disheartening prisons. Who cares about tie
Jewish post office, who worries about the Jewish letter carrier’s

swollen feet?



