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Guide to reading Life is with People
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What are the aims of Zborowski and Herzog? See pp. 12, 13=15,
What are the most serious limitations of the fundamental
approach they adopt.

What data do they use? See pp. 24-26, Note in particular the
source of most of the folkloristic material in the volume,

What principles dp they use #n selecting and presenting their
data? See pp. 23=2L4,

How do their aims, data, and principles of presentation bias
their "portrait™ of the shtetl? Consider their attitude to
ethnographic detail, regional variation, processes of change,
igtergrgup relations, cultural isolation, history. See pp. 159-
165, 148,

What are the reviewers objections to Life is With People?
Watch for mistakes which thelreviewers themselves make,

What is problematic with their discussion of Yiddish? See p. 33,

How does the system of social stratification operate? What are
the cfiteria which define social status? VWhat is the relative
importance ofyikhes, learning, wealth, sex, age, occupation?

How does.the priority of these various criteria change if you are
a woman? To what extent are these criteria hereditary and to what
extent are they aquirable, in theory and in practice? How may a
status be aquired or lost? Where do Gentiles fit inZ?

How does this system of social stratificatian provide a basis for
organizing social interaction? Consider the assymetrical nature
of reciprocity, the system of rights and obligations, avoidance
rules, separation on spheres of activity, maintenance of social
boundaries., What are the implications of the seating arrangements
in the synagogue, the selection of people to read the Torah

of to perform special rituals, access to education, child

rearing responsibilities, livelihdod responsibilities, class
stereotypes?

How is conformity to accepted norms achieved without the use of
Police power or physical force? What are the deviations which
people fear? VWhat are the rewards for confdmity and the puiishments
for deviation? How are the desire to preserve or improve one's
social ‘status and the belief in the authority of God used to

- maintain conformity to accepted norms? Consider the ways in

- which the pressures of public opinion are brought to bear on

deviants (gossip, silence, public shaming, isolation, boycott,
Ostracism, exclusion for fora reading and other honors,
withdrawal of burial rights, sitting shive for live person,
excommunication). See pp. 209, 218-220, 224-228,
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