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About the World War
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We are living through an extraordinarily important historical moment without
precedent in world history.

No matter how the war we are now living through may end, it will bring about
an upheaval in the life of people and nations, both in the economic-political and
spiritual sense. Boundaries of countries will be redrawn. Worldviews will be fun-
damentally altered, whether in terms of the interests or ideals of nations. Much
will be destroyed and much rebuilt; much will be uprooted and much will take
root. New life forms sprout from the very fields that are being so well irrigated
with blood.

We are living through an extraordinarily painful global process in which the
life of man, the life of hundreds of thousands is reduced to a speck of dust that
falls onto one side of the gargamuan@!e that weighs the histories of nations and
races.

A large proportion of four people)has just recently suffered through the war of

P ¥eulnr the Balkan nations. Now a second, even larger proportion has been dragged into

a world war.
Each drop of our shed blood, each tear, each act of suffering and sacrifice must
be entered into our historical account. Whoever sows blood has the right to reap!

We must become the historians of our part in MBC__CS_S. We and you who
are living through this now must put away for the near and distant future each
sign that the historical process inscribes upon our people. Otherwise our account
will be empty, and neither people nor history will owe us anything, and our name
will be erased from the page on which the world records its terrible and painful
process as entitlement for better times. . . .

And that is not all.

Worse still is that others—total strangers—will write for us and in our names!
And among those strangers we have so few friends. And our enemies will stop at
nothing: no means that won't justify the end of blackening the Jewish name. And
not merely will our entitlement to rights and to righteousness be obliterated for a
long, long time to come, but the factory of lies and fabrications and the wildest
accusations will be working overtime. And our page in the account of this great
process will be black. Not only will our spilled blood be of no use to us at all, and
our tears flow in the darkness and run into oblivion, but they [our enemies] will
draw up a new bill of indictment against us, and out of our pain, suffering and
sacrifice a new yoke will be woven around our necks and new chains forged for
our feet.

And when a friend appears who will want to defend us, who will want to
reveal the truth, he will lack for material with which to flesh out the truth.
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Woe to the people whoseis written by strange hands and whose own
writers have nothing left but to compose songs of lament, prayers and dirges after
the fact.

Therefore, we turn to our people that is now and evermore being dragged into
the global maelstrom, to all members of our people, men and women, young and
old, who live and suffer and see and hear, with the following appeal:

L BECOME HISTORIANS YOURSELVES! DON'T DEPEND ON THE HANDS OF STRANGERS!

Record, take it down, and collect!

See to it that nothing is lost or forgotten of all that happens in our life during
and because of the war: all the upheaval, the sacrifice, the suffering, the acts of
valor, all the facts that illumina};e t&e aEtiLu‘de of Jews to the war and of others
toward us; all the losses and phi foprc—e in short, record everything,
knowing thereby that you are collecting useful and necessary material for the
reconstruction of Jewish history during this horribly important and vitally impor-
tant moment. Whatever can be recorded should be recorded, and whatever can
be photographed should be photographed. Material evidence should be collected,
and all this should be sent (C.0.D., if necessary) to the Jewish Ethnographic So-
ciety in Petrograd [address supplied in Cyrillic letters], either directly, through a
Jewish newspaper or through one of the undersigned.

We hope that our appeal will not be a call in the wilderness but will resound

within every Jewish heart and that it will awaken the activity that can only be
hoped for.

I. L. Peretz

(Warsaw, aleje Jerozolimskie 83)
Yankev Dinezon

(Warsaw, Mila 15)

S. Ansky-Rapoport

[Published in the Warsaw Yiddish daily Haynt, January 1, 191 5]
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