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THE LiteraTure oF DEsTRUCTION
A remarkable collection
of unprecedented scope
by a distinguished scholar



The Literature of Destruction
EDITED BY DAVID G. ROSKIES

An offering of such unusual scope, originality, and impact
that it will become a classic of Jewish literature

“Perhaps this will mark the closing of the Euro-
pean canon. . . . Perhaps the subject of Jewish
catastrophe will someday be rendered arcane,”
suggests the author, “and so this volume may
serve as a reminder.”

David Roskies, in one hundred powerful se-

lections, presents the two-thousand-year his-
tory of Jewish responses to catastrophe. The
cyclical nature of violent regimes and their
overthrow is delineated in these recurring
images of sin, martyrdom, and retribution
that have sustained the Jewish people despite
pogroms, massacres, and expulsions—from
the destruction of the First Temple through
the Holocaust to the eventual return to their
homeland.

Critical praise:

“An anthology of sweeping brilliance, based on
immensely rich pieces of writing and packed with
learned allusion, action, and even humor, the book
is a tour de force of literary, moral, and emotional
complexity”—Israel Scene.

“A rich text”—Choice.

“Sensitive; incisive thinking”—Hadassah
Magazine.

These selections support Roskies’s premise
that Holocaust literature, rather than bein% a
unique genre, is a continuation—through lit-
erature—of the traditional Jewish reaction to
catastrophe.

Here are biblical lamentations on exile, rab-
binic midrash on martyrology, chronicles of
the Spanish Inquisition, and protest poetry of
the Cantonist era.

Modern voices, too, are heard. Roskies pres-
ents stunning pieces from writers never be-
fore translated and unknown to the modern
reader. Three novellasattest to thesiege of the
shtetl between the wars, and numerous short
stories, diaries, sermons, and poems express
contemporary responses to the Holocaust.

650 pages. Paper, ISBN 0-8276-0414-9, $24.95

DAVID G. ROSKIES, Professor of Jewish Lit-
erature at the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, is the author of a yrize-winnin
critical study, Against the Apocalypse, to whic
this volume is the sequel. He is co-editor of
Prooftexts, the journal of Jewish literary his-

tory.
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EXAM COPIES are available on the sixty-day invoice
plan. Use institutional letterhead; please provide the
course name and number, the semesters it is offered, the
usual enrollment. The invoice will be cancelled if ten or
more copies are ordered by your bookstore within sixty
days. If not, you may purchase the book orreturnit toJPS
in saleable condition. For exam copies, you must write to
JPS, 1930 Chestnut St., Philadelphia PA 19103. No faxes
or phone calls, please.

TEXTBOOK ORDERS are sent to:
JPS, O'Neill Highway, Dunmore PA 18512. Call
800-355-1165 or fax 717-348-9297.
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