e 403

1.

2.

3.

4.

Se

HOLOCAUST PARADIGMS - KIDDUSH BASHEM

Traditional Parameters of Kiddush Hashen
Basic law: "You shall live by them" (Leviticus 18:5)

One must die rather than transgress murder, forbidden sexual relatiocns, and
fdolatry. (Sanhedrin 74a) .

In sddition, one must die and not transgress if:

a. It im a time of general persecution/ (Sanheﬁrin T4a)

b. It is in public, before 10 Israelites. (Sanhedrin 74a,b)

However, one 1s freed from the obligation to die if:

a. The person wanted the transgression for his own benefit. (Sanhedrin 74b)
b. One is totally passive. (Sanhedrin 74bb

o It is a positive commandment. (Ren on Shabbat 49a, Sefer Hahinukh 296)
(Some authorities disagree.)

Fundamental Halachic dispute:

a. Ramban = allowed to die only in those situations where the halacha
requires it. (Hilkot Y'sudel Torah 5:4) .

b. Tosephot and most other authorities - Can be stringent on self and die
when not required. (Tosephot, Avodah Zarah 27b, d.h. Yakol)



5. THE MARTYRDOM OF RABBI AKIBA
s ko Alo>2 ADoN

Our Rabbis taught: Once the wicked Government® issued a
decree forbidding the Jews to study and practise the Torah.
Pappus b. Judah came and found R. Akiba publicly bringing
gatherings together and occupying himself with the Torah. He
said to him: Akiba, are you not afraid of the Government? He

replied: I'will explain to you with a parable. A fox was once walking
alongside of a river, and he saw fishes going in swarms from one |
place to another. He said to them: From what are you fleeing? '
They replied: From the nets cast for us by men. He said to them:
Would you like to come up on to the dry land so that you and
" I can live together in the way that my ancestors lived with your
ancestors? They replied: Art thou the one that they call the
cleverest of animals? Thou art not clever but foolish. If we are
afraid in the element .in which we live, how much more in the
" element in which we would die! So it is with us. If such is our con-
dition when we sit and study the Torah, of which it 1s written,
* For that is thy life and the leugth of thy days,® if we go and neglect
" jt how much worse off we shall be! It is related that soon afterwards
R. Akiba was arrested and thrown into prison, and Pappus b.
Judah was also arrested and imprisoned next to him. He said to
him: Pappus, who brought you here? He replied: Happy are you,
R. Akiba, that you have been seized for busying yoursclf with
the Torah! Alas for Pappus who has been scized for busying
himself with idle things! When R. Akiba was taken out for execu- |
tion, it was the hour for the recital of the Shema', and while they
combed his flesh with iron combs, he was accepting upori himself
the kingship of heaven.? His disciples said to him: Our teacher,
even to this point? He said to them: All my days I have been i
troubled by this verse, ‘with all thy soul’, [which I interpret,] ‘even

if He takes thy soul’. I said: When shall I have the opportunity »
ofs fulfilling this? Now that I have the opportunity shall I not | INRIDNRY TTXDBD: q0R] HDE'IWDJ 2321708 ;

fulfil it? He prolonged the word ehad* until he expired while saying | 1‘7 WY OR KoK qvel 53 9nR) 100 TIRD '7,3: |

it. A bath kols went forth and proclaimed: Happy art thou, Akiba, ' 553 9N 'Pr? MINHRD 1POY 200 DR DIR

that thy soul has departed with the word eliad! The ministering ' 1DIAN PYY 2°21 WINBY DR '|‘7 V? BRY JwDl
mpROTWHITDL IR PTITIRY P21 IMRIYIY

angels said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Such Torah, *\
‘mobn 7713 DR BYD 1397 130 WD DR YL

and such a reward? [He should have been] from them that die by |
: 5 0105 ®2 7903 YRIW? POy ROW YW
] |

Thy haud,- O Lord.6 He replied to them: Their portion is in life7 |
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