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FIGURING JASPER JOHNS
FRED ORTON

Few contemporary artists have made the problem of meaning for both artist
and viewer as interesting and challenging as has Jasper Johns. Figuring Jasper
Johns is a carefully and convincingly argued illumination of the ideas and
selected works of this enigmatic American painter. Focusing on three of Johns's
key paintings, Flag (1954-55), Painted Bronze (1960}, and Untitled (1972),
Fred Orton adroitly combines formal theoretical analyses and historical
reflection. He opens up the painter’s canvasses fo fresh interpretation, with
appropriate emphasis on the power of allegory in Jasper Johns's work.

“Fred Orfon writes on Jasper Johns with clarity as well as conviction ... If Orton
engages you with the play of words and concepts, he is equally adept at
drawing you close into Johns' paintings ... With equal authority, Orton
analyzes the critical distinction, as arficulated by Johns himself, between the
actual and the figured.”

—Richard Shiff, Art Forum

“A significant contribution 1o the large body of literature about one of the more
provocative and enigmatic arfists of the mid- and latetwentieth century.”
—~Michael J. Prokopow, Bosfon Book Review

Fred Orton is Senior Lecturer in Fine Art, University of Lleeds.
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A BRIDGE OF LONGING

THE LoST ART OF YIDDISH STORYTELLING
DAvipb G. ROSKIES

A Bridge of longing is a compelling history of how Yiddish storytelling became
the politics of rescue for successive generations of displaced Jewish arfists,
embodying their fervent hopes and greatest fears in the languages of tradition.
Its protagonists are modern writers who returned fo storytelling in the hope of
harnessing the folk tradition, and who created copies that are better than the
original.

“An ambitious, learned ... study of two centuries of Yiddish literature ... Roskies
has produced an often brilliant scholarly volume that will help rescue the ‘lost art
of Yiddish storytelling’ by explaining what it really was."

—Richard Bernstein, New York Times

THE PolLiTicCAL LANDSCAPE

NATURE
MARTIN WARNKE

AN ART HISTORY OF

Little in the landscape remains untouched by human hands, and every touch,
from the simplest ditch to the most intricate monument, reveals a political |
decision or design. This is how Martin Warnke, one of Germany’s leading art
historians, looks at landscape in this book, which leads o a new way of seeing
nature as we have appropriafed, represented, and transformed it over time.
Covering nearly a thousand years and most of western Europe, he provides a
compelling summary history of modern humanity’s illfated attempt to master
nature.

“Wiitten in a most engaging, highly readable way with a wide-ranging mass of
illustrations rich enough to operate as individual visual essays.”

—Chris Stephens, Art Book

“Insightful: the fifteenth-century castle fowering ‘like a protective superego’ over
the people, the Alpine forrent a revolutionary image of freedom. “Winters,
glaciers and ice were ... frequent symbols of the old despofic order.’ The
pictures are unusual, and the writing is unusually lucid.”

—CGuardian

Martin Warnke is Professor of Art History at the University of Hamburg. His
previous books include The Court Arfist.
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“[Roskies’s] analysis of Sholem Aleichem, Peretz, and Manger is masterly, his
study of Singer, inspired. His book is about the most stimulating guide to the
Yiddish classics available in the English language.”
—Chaim Bermant, Jewish Chronicle

‘Fascinating and persuasive ... In this insightful and erudite sfudy [Roskies
shows that] Yiddish writers ... were literary craftsmen who rediscovered and
then refashioned traditional stories and did it so successfully that today their re-
creations seem like original folk fales ... He makes a strong case.”

—Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Times Book Review

David G. Roskies is Professor of Jewish Literature at the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. He is the author of Against the Apocalypse.
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