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Architectural rendering of new YIVO building to be built on Vilna's fashionable Vivuski Street, "in the heart of |
Museum Verst."

YIVO Publications:
Satanishe Ferzn

YIVO has received a generous grant in small,
unmarked bills from the Genghis and Sylvia
% han Foundation for the translation of Zalman
Rushdie's Satanic Verses into Yiddish. The
translation will be undertaken by infamous
American Jewish writer Philip Roth, who was
selected for his considerable literary talents as
well as for his familiarity with receiving death
threats in the morning mail. The YIVO
Department of Publications also wishes to
remind readers looking for a safe read that we
have lots of back copies of the Bovo bukh,
which, in its four hundred-odd years on the
shelves has never turned up on anyone's hate
list.

From the YIVO Film Studio: Rehearsals under way for
“The Boys in the Bund.," YIVO's first all-Yiddish, all-
singing, all-dancing. all-male movie musical.

!

YIVO Staff Growing

Scientists at Technion Insitute have been |
engaged to help YIVO meet the demands
of tomorrow. Foreseeing a shortage of
potential employees familiar with the
intricacies of Ashkenazic Jewish culture,
who are fluent in a half-dozen obscure
East European languages and willing to 1
work long hours in cramped quarters for
lousy pay, YIV0's Personnel Department
has turned to the engineers of the future i
to stave off a crisis. Two approaches
currently under way are Judeocloning and }
Leymener goylemization, according to top |
Technion technologist Gil Guli..
Judeocloning invioves creating
reproductions of current staff members

by growing their cells in petri dishes.

“Our innovation is that instead of using

the usual growing compound, we've
substituted the jelly that's left over in

the bottom of gefilte fish jars," explains
Gull. "So far, 'Mother's' seems to work
best." This way, biological reproductions
grow up with Yidishn tam in vitro."
Leymener goylemization, still in the
development stages, will combine the
latest in robotics with late medieval
Kabalistic formulae.

Now available on cassette or CD!
The solid-gold album
GIMME SCHEUER,

featuring the greatest hits of the
YIVO Archives- own heavy-metal
superstars

THE PRES-MATICS

Includes such smash hits of yesteryear as:
pH, I Love You
All You Need is L'vov
I Can’t Get No Preservation
Fund, Fund, Fund ('til NYSCA Takes
the Budget Away)
Along Comes Marek
Yellow Sub-basement
There's a Kind of Dust ( all over the walls)
I Can’t Help it if I'm Still in L'vov With You
Winchewsky Cathedral
Theme from "The French Collection”
Encapsulation (is Making me Late)
Pinsk Cadillac
Gimme Some Lublin




Victors for Vilna

As a result of the much-heralded trip by |
several high YIVO officials to the Soviet

Union, Mikhail Gorbachov, Secretary
General of the Communist Party of the
USSR and S. Notrich, Executive Director
of the YIVO Institute have announced a
major trade agreement. The Soviet
Union has agreed to send YIVO 20 tons
of brittle documents on high-acid content
paper and 112,376 dusty books in
languages no one can read along to the
YIVO Archives, accompanied by Soviet
technical experts who will train YIVO
personnel in advanced Soviet methods of
book stacking and document stuffing.

In return, YIVO will supply selected
Soviet libraries with 15 Victor 9000

NN

computers, 5 used Savin 750 copiers, 3
"slightly used” typewriters, 2 typewriter
stands (1 with almost a full set of
wheels). Sources reveal that a factory
which will manufacture ribbons for the
obsolete typewriters is opening in an
abandoned nuclear power plant in the
Ukraine. Separately, both leaders
expressed the desire to take advantage of
the current imporvement in relations to
clean out their closets. The Communist
Party of the Soviet Union also announced
that it would hold its next conference at
YIVO, in order to encourage the widest
possible participation by Soviet citizens.
In return, YIVO announced the
adoption of a new logo and motto (see
illustration).

YIVO Commuters left

hanging "In der lift"

Frequent delays and breakdowns on
YIVO's Vilna Local made the front
page of the New York Poyezd, which
attributed them to human error and
to extensive drug use by its
operators. These allegations have
been strenuously denied by railway
management spokesperson Yoshke
Furtavek. Furtavek attributes the
problems in service to a walk-out by
line operators in sympathy with
striking machinists at Eastern
Airlines, despite a court order
banning such activities. Users of the
Vilna Local are advised to use the
stairs in the meantime.

" Fight for Workers Power!

YIVO workers and management have announced a
conclusion to their recent contract negotiations,
which have been deadlocked for months. The
administration offered a package including paying
YIVO staff in specially-issued YIVO scrip,
redeemable at a store in northern New Jersey
owned by a member of the Board of Directors. In
addition, employees would be required to work 24-
hour shifts on alternate days at the new drive-in
archives (see related article.) In lieu of vacations,
employees wuld be offered free tickets on the
Eastern shuttle. The so-called YIVO Workers'
Council countered with its own proposals: a 50%
wage hike, a four-day work week, membership for

"Hold the Photos, Hold the Letters,
Special Orders Won't Upset Us®

In response to increased public demand, YIVO
will soon begin offering round-the-clock drive-
in archival service designed to meet the needs
of today's researcher on the run. Known as
*We-R-Kives." the new service will operate at
the site of the Museum of Jewish Heritage at
Battery Park. "We're proud to play a role in
making the treasures of Yiddish culture
available to the general public,” Museum
Director David Maltchilller announced.

Chief Archivist Marek McWeb explained that,
without leaving their cars, visitors will be able to
choose from a temping array of fast-food-for-
thought selections, including Jack Kugelmass-
in-a-Box, Egg McMaven, Tishwich Revisited,
the Lemburger (comes with @ slide of Coleslaw
Milosz), and the long-awaited Quarter Pounder
with Freiheit. All are available in three sizes:
Kestl, Half-kestl, or the special White Kestl.
Beverages include RG Cola, Revolutions in Pint
aond the family size Liter fun Gan-Eydn.

"We R-Kives" will be staffed by current YIVO
employees Fruma McMohrer, Daniel
Soyburger and McMarcus Meusli, who will
receive comp-time after retirement in
exchange for working the expanded hours.

all employees in the Town Club, the ouster of Frank Ji8 '

Lorenzo as chairman of Eastern Airlines, the

liberation of the working class and ALL POWER TO £

THE SOVIETS!H!

After several weeks of negotiations, a compromlse o

was reached.




YIVO Exhibits Bad Taste

"Revulsions in Print: Jewish Bad Taste
Between Two Covers" is the name of
YIVO's next exhibition, scheduled to

open this June. According to curator Jeff §°

Shandeh the exhibition traces the
offensive Jewish word from medieval
times to the present, including the Vilna
Gaon's collection of Litvak jokes, the
Sutzkever-Katcherginski archive of
Galician mens' room graffiti, as well as
the complete works of Jackie Mason, Neil
Simon, and a full set of Menies fun YIVO.

IMAGE BEFORE MY EARS, NOSE
AND THROAT:
YIVO'S SENSORAMA PROJECT

Yes, you've seen the shtetl in countless
YIVO photograph exhibits. But have you
really experienced the shtetl? No. Not until
now, thatis. YIVO's Department of
Ashkenazic Olifactory Documentation
(A.O.D.) is pleased to announce the
creation of "People of a Thousand Smells:
The YIVO Sensorama Project,” which has
been under development for the past nine
years thanks to the generous support of the
Durante Family Foundation. The sound,
odors, and yes, even tastes of East
European Jewish life have now been
liberated from the fading memories of our
ancestors and the lurid imaginations of the
American Jewish community, and will
come alive once more.

Combining the technologies of laser-read
discs, Sens-u-round, smell-a-vision and
flash-freezing, Sensorama enables the
user to immerse him/herself in the sensory

delights of the Old Country. "Just type the
name of your favorite shtetl into our
computer,” explains project director
Roberta Newperson, "and in a matter of
seconds you're awash with the sound of
Jews arguing politics in the market place,
the taste of yesterday's leftover kasha, the
smell of mildew on the bathhouse walls."

"People of a Thousand Smells" is
designed not only for use by the insatiably
nostalgic. It also has serious research
potential, Newperson continues to explain.
"The computer's cross-referencing
capabilities enable scholars to make
comparative studies never even dreamed
of before. Did all balegoles smell alike? Is
it really true that people who say

fleysh put sugar in their gefilte fish? Now
the truth can be told."

KOP1JAS VILNIUS: YIVO-
ju ALTAS DUSTIBUKAS

Vytautgs draugijas pantéliai New York (USA)
YIVO-i Balébosas EkZekutivas Sam Norih ir
Cifas Arhivistas Marékus Webas vizitanéliai 2.-
5. Martijiis kapitolis Lietuviskai SSR-a Vilnius
(btivo Zyd. Vilne ). Disi$ fgrstﬁ taima balébatim
Zydauskoms kangoty Vilniu inddogas eidZas.
Posta periodenéliai prolonigede misegasas Kaun
ré vizai turi$ténai SSSR-oji, labas dienas N&ridi
ir Webas atendéle konferencijom Zydauskai
kulturai ir bakénte bigas &izas Zydauskas Lietuvy
Ne konferencijo, gerulaitis mautas flautas
Vilniuosg Bilkai Palacenéliai, gedreitas kdpas
Lietuviskai gancéng tégas aptii 10 P.M., posta
singularj Riiskija. AkordintG Nori¢h-u, plucimas
liberalai inteligencijas Lietuvi¥kas digom Zydas,
buta Polskijai un Ruskijai géhaktas cores. Kaip
sveikas? '

Ne Biikai Palacenélius gevizeéng Nérich-u ir
Webai 35 pekéle altas distj dokuméntas
zamelungiéne Zydauskoms Aizénaskopims
Institutas (YIVO), $ekrétas monasterijai 1940-a ir
justas gefynene farSimélte pakétai finstéras
Igbens. Interésuote Lietuviskai Zydauskai
Kraizas ir YIVO djlas gGdaunas tridé iltas
kopieras Savin-500 indrérdas ir kompiiteriéliai
Victor-9000 primeévaliai pér moras tinzeras
dekompoZingas fragmentéliai arhivalenéniéliai.

M. S. Litvakovi&ius

Sam “lzdat™ Noritch
and Marek "Party Animal® Web were
among the foreign dignitaries present at
the March 4 gala opning in Moscow of
Sovetish Gameland, a new theme park
diesigned to acquaint Soviet citizens with
the fun-loving spirit oif the USSR's most
recently rediscovered national minority.
Under a huge banner proclaiming
"Everybody Loves the Party," Muscovites
jostled and shoved each other to gain
entrance to the park, whose equivocating
guards, knows as the Sentries of
Ambivalence, admit everyone free of
charge, but allow only 200 visitors to exit
each month. Crowds attending the
celebration thronged to the park's many
attractions, which include games such as
Warsaw Pact-man, a Kopek Arkady, the
Romantic Tunnel of Lvov (Lemberg), and
the unique Birobizham Automatic Republic,
a coin-operated national Jewish
homeland. A wide variety of beverages,
including the intoxicating Daugavpils and
the refreshing, carbonated Mountain Jew®
were available from the park's many
concessions, among them the recognition
of Romanian as the official language of the
Moldavian SSR.
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YIVO's first annual Alter Kacyzne award being accepted by President Reagan,
affectionately known as the "AK."
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Applicants lining up for openings in the YIVO Farvaltung. The Executive Committee reports that the
number of applications are up since they dropped the foreign language requirement. Candidates must
still submit their SAT scores, their parents’ income tax returns for the past five years, and two letters of

recommendation.
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