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PART ONE

w1l w
The Year 1648 in Goray

In the year 1648, the wicked Ukrainian hetman, Bog-
dan Chmelnicki, and his followers besieged the city
of Zamos¢ but could not take.it, because it was
strongly fortiflied; the rebelling haidamak peasants
moved on to spread havoc in Toma -0w, Bilgoraj,
Krasnik, Turbin, Frampol—and in Goray, too, the
town that lay in the midst of the hills at the end of the
world. They slaughtered on every hand, flayed men
alive, murdered small children, violated women and
afterward ripped open their bellies and sewed cats
inside. Many fled to Lublin, many underwent bap

tism or were sold into slavery. Goray, which once had
been known for its scholars and men of accomplish-
ment, was completely deserted. The market place, to
which peasants from everywhere came for the fair,
was overgrown with weeds, the prayer house and the
study house were filled with dung left by the horses
that the soldiers had stabled there. Most of the houses
had been leveled by fire. For weeks after the razing
of Goray, corpses lay neglected in every street, with
no one to bury them. Savage dogs tugged at dismem-
bered limbs, and vultures and crows fed on human
flesh. The handful who survived left the town and
wandered away. It seemed as though Goray had been
erased forever.

Only years later did its destitute citizens begin to
return, a handful from each large family. Meanwhile,
those who had been young men when Goray was dev-
astated had turned gray, those who had been a power
i ihe t.uuunuuuy wii€ now Clad in sackcloth and
brought only beggars’ bags with them. Some had left
the path of righteousness, others had fallen into mel-
ancholy. But it is the way of the world that in time
everything reverts to what it has been. Shops which
had long stood closed behind rusted shutters opened
one by one; bones were borne away to the untended
cemetery, where they were all buried in one common
grave; the flaps of booths were timidly lowered; ap-
prentices mended the damaged roofs, repaired the
chimneys, and painted over blood-and-marrow- splat-
tered walls. With long poles, boys fished for human

bones in dried-up streams. Gradually, the runners be-
gan to move again from village to vxl]age, buying
corn, wheat, greens, and flax. The peasants in the sur-
rounding villages had been too terrified even to set
foot in Goray for fear of the demons whose dominion
it was. Now they rode into town again to buy salt
and candles, material for women's smocks and blouses,
cotton kaftans and clay pots, and all kinds of neck-
laces and ornaments. Goray had always been isolated
from the world. Hills and dense woods extended for
miles about the town. Winters, the paths were the
lurking-place of bears, wolves, and boars. Since the

great slaughter the number of wild beasts had multi-
plicd.
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" rabbi, the renowned Rabbi Benish Ashkenazi, and v
- Reb Eleazar Babad, formcrly ‘the richest man in the -
- community ‘and its leader. Rabbi ' Benish- bronght»
. more than half of his family with him. He moved i im-
: he prayer house,

"~ robx 79 bmompias mx - mediately mto his old house, near the pray
sl US“ i i ! ~-began to superwse the observance of the laws of ritual

~ bathhouse at the proper time, and that young men

.,long trip to out-of~the~way Goray to receive permis-
sion from Rabbi Benish’ to remarry—for with all his
* learning and brilliance; - Rabb1 Bemsh was one of

. those who construed the Law hberally -Often emis-
- ‘saries had come to Goray from famous communities
~_in an attempt to persuade him to accept coveted rab-
- binical posts—but all went away disappointed. Rabbi

“Miraculously, there ‘had been little damage to his
~house. The two oaken book chests, once more filled
. with folios and manuscripts, stood where they had

-_previously, along with the old-fashioned chairs cov-

- had first been raped by the Cossacks and then im-

- knew what had happened to him. Since the first floor

.. tic room. In the old days Reb Eleazar had been fa-
~mous for his wealth. He had dressed in silk’ even on
- weekdays. It had been the custom for a bride to be
'_'led to his house, where the wedding band w0uld play
- -in his honor. In the prayer house the cantor would ;
- .wait for Reb Eleazar before reciting the E:ghteen
h Benedictlons, and on the Sabbath his household and

Last of its cmzens to return to Goray were th Id

diet, saw: to it “that’ the women went to the: ntua] ‘

“studied the Torah. The rabbi had left two daughters
and five grandchildren behind in the cemetery at
Lublin. He had lived in exile all these years, but
misfortune had not changed his ways. He rose early,
studied the Talmud and its commentaries by the
light of a waxen candle, immersed himself in cold
water, and recited prayers in the synagogue at sun-
rise. Rabbi Benish was in his sixties, but his skin was
still smooth, he had lost none of his white hair, and
his teeth had not fallen out. When he crossed the
threshold of the prayer house for the first time after
many years—tall, big-boned, with a full, round, curly
beard, his satin coat reaching to the ground, the sable
hat pulled down over his neck—all those sitting there
rose and pronounced the blessing in thanks to Him
who revives the dead. For there had been reports that
Rabbi Benish had perished in Lublin during the

- massacres on the eve of the Festival of Tabernacles in
“the year 1655. The fringes of the vest that Rabbi

Jenish wore between his shirt and coat tumbled

around his ankles. He wore short white trousers,
" white stockings, and halfshoes. Rabbi Benish grasped
“between his index finger and thumb the thick eye-

brow that hung over his nght eye, lifted it the better

-~ to see, cast a glance at the darkened peeling walls of

the prayer house and its empty book chests, and
loudly declared: “Enough! .. . It is the will of our
biessed God that we" betrm'anew"’

Rabbi Benish Ashkenazi ,had inherited his office in
Goray from generations of rabbis. He was an author
of commentaries and'.rééjﬁdﬁs:i;'.,a"';mcmber of the
court of the Counci! of th th‘r Lands, and was
reckoned among the most ‘brilliant ‘men of the day.
In former times many deserted wives had made the

Benish wished to end his days in the plate where he
‘had inherited his office. And now he was home again.

ered in yellow satin, and the copper candelabra hang-
mg down from the ceiling. Sacred volumes and writ-
ings were piled an ell deep in the attic. It was even
rumored that somewhere in the house a clay man was
hidden, a Golem that had once helped the Jews of
that town in a time of persecution.

Reb Eleazar Babad returned to Goray with only
one daughter. The older daughter, the married one,

paled on a spear. His wife had died in an epidemic;
Reb Eleazar’s only son had disappeared, and no one

‘of his house had been wrecked, he moved into an at-
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liy a time the lord of Goray drove up to Reb
Eleazar s m hxs carnage to pawn his’ lady s ]cwelry for

':.Reb Eieazar was now unrecogrmable The‘-

narrow body had bent like a candle the wedge'f

Wéﬁ't'to’slecp,{and that he p!aced a long knifle under

hlS p;llow mghts, hke 2 woman in labor, to keep

away the devil.

His daughter, Rechele, who was seventeen years
old, had a lame left foot and seldom showed herself
outside, preferring to remain hidden in her room.
She was tall, with a greenish complexion, but hand-
some, with long black hair that hung down to her
waist. In the early days after Reb Eleazar's arrival
people had tried to arrange a match for her, because

_ it was a pity for so old a girl to sit at home without a
~ man. But Reb Eleazar did not answer the match-
““'makers, never said either yes or no, and they soon
‘grew tired of useless talk. Besides, Rechele’s behavior
‘was strange from the beginning. When it thundered
she would scream and hide under the bed. To the

oung wives and girls who came to call on her she
aid nothing, driving them away with her indificrence.
rom early m‘b'*’:ri'ng”"tilf night she sat alene, kniting
tockings or merely readmg in the Hebrew volumes

she had brought from-abroad.- Sometnmes she' would

and at - the window - l)rzudmg her hair. Her" large,
ark eyes gazcd, ‘eyond the rooftops—wide- open, bril-
ant, as though seeing lhmgs ‘concealed {rom others.
hough Re«.hele had a dcformxty, she aroused sinful

;thouvhts in ‘meén. ‘Wormen shook their heads when

1ey spoke of her, whispering: -
“The ‘poor lonely orphan . . . so feeble a child.

And ’such a melancholy thing.”
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- Rabbi Benish and His Houschold

release their brothers-in ‘ : ‘
rying them, complained bitterly of the
emanded for such consent. Often, e of these

ng where the Council of the

ands met, marriage brokers bustled, matching
ive couples and extracting advances on their
eggars tugged at the jackets of passers-by;
ons who were half- or completely mad laughed,
d, sang; children who had lost father and mother
wandered about the courtyard, abandoned and
angy, insolently begging. Daily, emissaries arrived,

“each from a different Jewish community, recounting

he suffering that had come on the heels of Chmel.
ricki and the Swedish soldiers. More than once Rabbji

~Benish begged God to transport him from this world,
'as he no longer had the strength to hear these sorrow-
“ful stories.

-But here in Goray all was calm. There were no
dicial disputes, few queries concerning the holy

. law. True, the town offered him only a scant living,
- but for that very reason the rabbi had enough time
* for himself. Iis room was scparated from the rest of
“the house by a large corridor, and silence reigned
“throughout. A solitary fly buzzed, beating against the

windowpane; a mouse scratched along the floor; the

cricket behind the stove ‘would chirp monotonously

for a few minutes, then listen to its echo for a long
while before beginning anew, as though mourning
an unforgettable sorrow. The ceiling was blackened
by smoke; the walls were mildewed, and the stain of
a white-and-green mold would appear nightly, rising,
it scemed, from another world. On the table lay un-
lined sheets of paper and goose-feather quills. Rabbi
Benish sat there for hour ine, deep in thought,
his high forehead wrinkled, and every now and then
he would cast an expectant glance at the yellowed
window curtains. Although more than balf the town
had returned by now and found shelter, the sound of
talk and of children at play was rarely heard outside:
It seemed as though the few Jews who had come back
to Goray were all indoors, their ears alerted for news
of the enemy’s vengeful return:
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Iried: fruit to preserve it for the test of the year. At

vaskets of tirushrooms,

lusk, when Rabbi- Benish walked to the prayer house,
hc air smcllcd of frcsll nnlk and of (hunmy smnke

v erythmg seemed to be as it had been before
At such momerits, he would raise his eyes to Heaven
nd thank God for having saved a remnant of his
for not having allowed it to be completely de-
troyed, as they had been in other communities. v
But’ now, after the Feast of Tabernacles had
passed, as the cold season began, the havoc in Goray
hecame ‘more apparent. Most of the empty windows
*rc boarded up or stuffed with rags. There were no
m clothes for the children to wear, so they sat at
10me and did not attend school. The rain left pools
vater to mirror the houses with their patched
valls ‘and roofs. The harvest was mceager, and the
mlc wheat that was re aped could not be milled, for
he ,nnliu was once of those who had perished. The
‘ 1ill Tocks had heen broken, the carthen dam tram-
" pled. For a bit of bread the folk of Goray had to
crush the kernels by hand in oaken bowls and bake
the heavy dough over an open flame. Many fam-
ilies never had a taste of even this'; poor bread.

To make matters worse, Rabbi Benisl's household
was engaged in an interminable famlly quarrel that
had been smoldering for years, since before 1648.

The rabbi’s eldest son, Ozer, was a worthless man,
a bad scholar and an idler. Almost fifty years old, he
still sat at his father's board with’ his wife and chil-

- dren. Ozer was tall, stooped, rapid in his movements,
- -and quick-tempered. His rumpled velvet hat was al-
ays askew, his shirt open, his vest' tunbuttoned and
sta’med He had a nose that curved llke a beak, two

iarge bird eyes, and a straw- co!ored unkempt beard.
Before 1648 Ozer used to sit in the tavern for days on
end, playing chess or gambling with’ dice, enjoying all
k ds of gossip and malicious talk. He' never thought
“awife and <hildren, had »o serious ambition,
ant 1lwa'ys‘ held a piece of ¢halk between his fingers
ith which" he ‘perpetually marked calculations on
ry closet and - table that he passed. He was the
sanie scatterbraini now as before 1648. The rabbi dis-
cd Ozer, and seldom spoke a word to him. Ozer sat
in the Kitchen with the women, warmed himself at
stove and p“bcrcd into the pots, nntil his mother,
abbi's wife, would drive him away with a broom,
ng, “Aren’t you ashamed, a man your age! Why,
s a‘public scandall”

‘Levi, the rabbi’s youngest, was in his thirtics, and
te different from his brother. He was short, black
s a gypsy, immaculate, a haughty man with a digni-
fied bearing. His roundish beard was fine-combed, his
ear]ocks genteel and curled. Levi brought fine gar-
ents back ‘with him from Lublin, and strolled
around sh'lbby Goray in a flowered silk dressing gown
with satin trim, slippers with pompons, and a spar-
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ured, he mingled Jittle with the other members of
the household,” and rarely entered his father’s room.
His mother sent delicacics to him in his alcove, stuff-
“ing and pampering him until she aroused the envy of -
- Ozer and his children. Moreover, Levi’s wife Nechele -

 had been the only daughter of a rich merchant. Her

mg new velvet hat on his head. His gait was meas-
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n hc past, Rabbl Benish had tried to brmg peace

v oot y
T O M3 ORT his ’homelm?d The rabbi feared the sm of con-
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irouse qpranq Irom this transgression. But now the old
abbi no longer had the strength to make peace. His
years were numbered and there was much to put in
rder He had several works to complete. Moreover,
the bitter persecutions of the years 1648 and 1649 had
re-awakened in him the old paradoxes regarding
faith, predestination and freedom of will, and the
suffering of the virtitous. Rabbi Benish sat alone,
- locked in, and no longer visited his wife Friday nights
in her bedroom. On the rare occasions when a mem-
ber of his family came into his room to begin tattling

and informing, Rabbi Benish would rise to his full
- height; his beard leaping like a living thing, one hand
- beating on the oaken table, the other pointing to the
~door.

- “Get—out!” he would shout. “I've heard enough.
.Pcsts!"

sacre in: ‘that town; Nechele had been reared in the -~ -
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who was to be the Messiah: Ihcy
"het ca]l _Redempuon cometh

the .e.islcm sky.‘a tiny star at war wnl: all (hc uths
011(lualfy assimilating them and waxing larger until
® it became the size of the moon. This was taken as a
~sign that the smallest and most humble of nations
would overcome the peoples of the carth and rule
them. Priests, also, testified that they had seen the
~ battle of Armageddon waged in Heaven, with Isracl
victorious.
Incomprehensible  things occurred everywhere.
agabonds who wandercd from town to town and
: ifrom land to land told of a hail of {lintstones that had S
alien in Bohemia. Durmcr a»ramstorm in Turkey a '

, ‘m ny' jew-’

“haters. In Shebreshin a water carrier had heard a
) 1eavcn!y voice, and in Pu av'a fish had cried, * Ilear,
0 Israel! while bemg scaled in honor of the Sabbath e




~':.'f,,:‘e'vle'-’jdinncr.'Smn’é:'l‘iad heard a voice from Mount
Horeb crying, “Return, O my wayward children!” A
inful leech; to whom this heavenly voice came three
imes running, deserted his wife and children, girded
ac l\rloth”” 1-his loins, and-went into exile. Tle: lay
o the threshold of the study house in every
nwn he came’ to, and all w o entered or left had to
tvp on him and’ spit in his face, ‘while he, sobbingly,
oufessed all his misdeeds. ‘A ‘great deal of emphasis
was: ‘placed on’ ‘the fact that'in these dreadful times,
“hcn Jews were being tormented and driven out of
“town after town, the number of converts from Chris-
tianity increased in every land. Very often, converts
: had themselves circumcized secretly and took on thie
'i‘!"i"'v"lk”mh?‘f WOUYY TT W R yoke of the holy teachings, despite the harsh punish- =
y:na'l :5 '19”7 W“Y: TR m:'m ment this brought. These were all distinct omens that »
: ' an end was coming to the long, dark night of servi. =
tude, and that the time of liberation was drawing ncar.

But people most often spoke of one great and holy
man, Sabbatai Zevi, who was said to be the one for
‘whom Isracl had been waiting these seventeen hun-
dred years and who would be revealed in a short
time. Some insisted that he was Messiah, the son of
Joseph, who, as the holy volumes indicated, was to
be killed as the precursor of the true Messiah; others
argued that Messiah, the son of Joseph, had already
come in the person of one Reh Abraham Zalman,
who had pcnshuf in Tishevitz, martyred for the sanc-
 tification” of ‘God’s name, and that Sabbatai Zevi
‘would be the true’ Mcssmh the son of David. Various
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Tutmnors (onccrl11r:<T hnn were passed around. Some
id that he ‘dwelt ina palace in Jerusalem, others
at: he hid with his dlquplcs in-a deep cave; some
knéw as'a fact tllat Tie ‘rode dally on a silk-saddied
huisc with filty runners before him-—others, that he
sted from Sabbatly to Sabbatll and wracked his body
with “the  most  severe torments. Every emissary
rmmht 'mothc: story. A Frank who had wandered to
Bblin swore that Sabbatai-Zevi was as tall as a cedar,
re gold, sitver, and precious stoncs, and that it was
impossible to Jook at h' ' face because of its Drilliance.
“alnned scholar from some distant place revealed
t Sabbatai Zevi ‘involved in a controversy with
- rabbis, and ‘that they had laid a ban on him, for
19phcmy Teople also had much to say about Sarah,
“girl from" 1d, who ‘having fled the Cossacks
:h’édipmphcmed t she was destined to be the Mes-
"{‘ and ;had marrled Sabbatai Zew While

s¢ in Amos: "'I hereforc the prudcnt
in such a time"—and he kept silent.
g as Rabhi Benish dwelt in Lublin he pre-
ndcd to licar nothm:: For many years he had known
Polish’ Jewry was taking the wrong path. They
AN too deeply into things that were meant to be
hidden, they drank too little from the clear waters of
re h()ly teachings. The study of the Bible and Ie-
brew was lnoked down upon. The early commentators
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it that tlns plaque (as he some-
thoughts) did not spread Secretly
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rhidden to ap-
ond i)ciorc the

1¢ misfortunes of the years 1648
ishment visited on Polish Jews

.»ome “the pchC( utions were over, thcy
1 to thie ways of their fathers. But now
afflictions were past and his expectations
re not (u!irllcd. the rabbi shrank into himself and




“said nothing. For he perceived that divine providence
villed otherwise; as he did not know what Heaven
‘wished, he humbly acquiesced. Each day brought its
‘news, never’ anticipated, never the same, often con-
‘tradicting ‘that of the day before. More and more,
v divided into sects. Even the great rabbis could
ree. Not was this age of sickness and catastrophe
he time to harangue the people. - o
And Rabbi Benish returned from Lublin, to the
town that lay in the midst of the hills, half in ruins
‘and ‘cut off from the world. There the old man im-
mured himself as within an ark, to endure the bad
ears in solitude. Only on rare occasions did Rabbi
enish cross the threshold of his house. He would
lance about him, and inquire of a passing porter or
chool boy:

“How will it end?”
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6. The rain had been coming down in
veek, and every night that week the
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emselves. The downpour had flooded
aster off walls, put out fires in ovens.
oods ‘many trees were uprooted. The swift
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WOTT LM LPIPYY PTUFIWIR YIS IWuNK NI shiping in congregation, les f3:Ehey see the misery of
PR TR DI SP0NIR IR UPIPTIL IR pRI8D LMW PR the poor and hear their complaints. They dozed un-
BUI JIRA CT JURPYT LM DI JI8T ORN X2 YR der goosefeather coniforters, relished hot grits, smoked
(BN IENY RN 0N KD KM hama uY P usKII 1IN tobacco, dreamed of the fairs ‘of old, and the mad,
© P MU YRYIR PRI N PR OBICTIR-IRT 1R e spendthrift gentry. For fear of thieves, they lit no
UIWVEYY TINTI I YN T 008D PR p1ob jyaNuwya syv 1 lamps at night and ‘Wbuld,f{'&a‘tftllé‘slightest provoca-
WIS K LIS LR IST IPTRD LY TT LR M8 ™p IR - tion, have buried their property and goods in the
PR TUSIPIP MT PR IFPNEI PR W 491 190K Spyt by g v earth and made off. Onthe stoves of the poor, the
T8 T3 A T UG IR TYhumEp 27 Mt vawoeeay eem  pots stood empty and cold. The roads were dangerous,
YUTILIN YOIM PR OWIMM WP Yovn oy uevipuks bgn and no wagons dared venture into town. On rare oc-
v - casions, a peasant carrying a small ‘bag on his back
- would swim into view. He would sink above his knees
¢ in the mud, and plod from shop to shop, deliberat-
ing over where to sell his handful of rye. Women in
mannish hoots, thicir heads covered with torn shawls,
~would-crawl forth to meet him like worms emerging
ff(}l}i‘n‘:v;‘_“tvlic‘if‘j{'holcs. Tugging at his arms they would
bargain for hours, ntil their toothless mouths be-
lue with cold. B
ﬁjk'y‘car on you, dear sir,” they would cajole,
gly,”shaif in Yiddish, half in Ukranian. “Pha-
aol’s plaguces fall on your head!”
r‘b:’;'yf:‘w‘vas>un(|11ict. A runner who had left for a
listant village a day after the Feast of Tabernacles
. ~had not returned, and it was said that for his thirty-
o PRI dd groschen the peasants had murdered him, Only
by a miracle had a youth who traveled from farm to
arm ‘buying up produce escaped disaster. Spending
‘the night in the silo of a peasant he had been wak-

nill'sails had been torn from their chains, hence meal

“was :(‘l‘éar.:"f"l"l'\e‘ few who were well off in Goray and
who had laid in stocks of food during the summer
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cverything had proceeded in an-
Masters had labored alongside their :
:iI‘ipri’r'ihce’s nd ‘merchants had traded; ‘{athfsrs-in.
law had provided board and lodging, and sons-in-law
had studied the holy teachings; boys had gone off to -
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sinned were brought to court: those who did not :

nt from house to house carrying < -
beggars” bags, collecting food for the Sabbath; on the
Sabbath itself the good women of the town collected

M DDWNYI DY LERR PR TYRY UMY DRAY YT YL PR T white bread and meat, fish and fruit for the needy. If
PYMR PR 7UI0INR K DRT IUYI LIYOD'D L1 PR MW R WS @ poor man had a daughter over fiftcen years old =
PROTENI IPINOIYT PR OWIR LAUNY IR UROYIYTR PR who was still unwed, the community contrived to ar- -
T JIWTANON LINLFI VLT VET T TR M0 DAY PR BB 8 yange a trousseaun, and give her in marriage to an

PTIALDY BYT I WA PR OMYPINE ® 19N DJ&'?; noETIRy -orphan youth or an clderly widower. The money -

. S oo that the groom received at the wedding sufficed to
support them for months. After that, the man worked
t S(nné"t"h‘i‘ng or other, or went about the countryside
with @ writ Trom the community certifying that he
er. Of course, all sorts of misfortunes oc- -

am had twe pames, and no one
was the proper one to use in locating
e Dill of ‘divorcement according ‘to the
of the Taw. (“The town of Goray, .on the
bankhs "f e River :‘Uius-and—tlm.s.") Someétimesa man
vould go"off, lcaving his wife behind him, or be
drowned somewhere in some body of endless waters
~whence his corpse might never be recovered. In such
‘a case the widow could not marry again. Every year
before Passover there would be a great furor in Goray
over the paschal wheat, which the community would
give as a concession to some man of influence—who




iy ould eventully aluays be sceused of mixing the
S g h chaff ”gfo‘re‘fseliih‘gb"}it.:“As a rule, he would
e : ' * dly ed would not live out the year.
evertheless, the next year another man was always -
om the Passover wheat. ‘Every year -
ng of the Law, there would
n the tailors’ prayer housé‘(rouceming who

e f being the first to carry the
) ctern. Afterward the burial
uld get drunk at the feast and break dishes,
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would end up with a few
h, after all, is the way of the
ray dwelled in peace with the
ic town itself there lived only
s:-a Sabbath gentile, to do the necessary
n the Sabbath, a bath attendant,
hers who lived in side streets, their houses
y high picket fences so as not to flaunt

Ch'r’_xstian"hcﬂidays, when large numbers ©
ed through Goray on the way to a
boys' verc everywhere industriously
he pilgrims’ barrelsful of sweetened water.
re famous throughout the coun-
1 all the nearby villages would
orses neighed, cows mooed,
—powerful Jews dressed
‘hats summer and win-
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the' peasants.” Bloody-handed
1ives thrust “in their ‘Dbelts,
horn ‘bound oxen ‘who were no
those days the grain mer-
1, fjﬁn‘d fat, white-bellied
ountry whiskey at the taverns was
f water. All during the
joiced in their own way.
ir women, pounding the floor
d singing coarse songs.
hook their hips, the men
s..And what merchandise
women's flower-pat-
iiels; egg rolls and long,
hildren’s shocs and wading-
n yokes and nails: -gilded

hristmas Eve masks. True,
sh- had inderdicted Towe
stian -images. Nevertheless, secretly
issals with gilded covers and
nd even holy pictures of saints
nd their heads. In some out-of.the-
¢ fair stood the few Goray gentiles,
n salamis and white hog fat. Once a
astidious young man passed by them and conspicu-
ously - m'l'dE‘li’is‘“‘fnos’e," as though something smelled;
afterward, he remarked peevishly, “The goy cer-
inly eats well . . . you can smell it for a mjle!”
~1In the evening the sober peasants would ride off.
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1T LAMER T YDTRD 1 - brides and fur hats and silk coats for the men. For

~'the holidays they necded: citrus fruit for the Feast
-~ of Tabernacles, the white unleavened bread for Pass.
f'-v over, and olive oil for the Feast of Lights. Jews
“necded money to lend to wicked lords and to silence
‘possible slanderers. More than once it was nccessary

* to send an intercessor to Lublin. And then there were
’commumty needs: The town of Goray maintained a
fabbi and his assistant, beadles and school teachers,
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their a angry women would pull the ‘
ars. The dark circle of the fair grounds" Would :
vc ed Wlth dung a’nd from it 'wou

pper mo"’y they trans[erred to pots; in -
houscs where there was no counting ‘of money, it was
deemed that the blcssmg of good fortune would be

~more apt to enter. Goray Jews had great needs. They
‘needed board and lodging for sons-in-law and’ gifts
for bridegrooms; satin dresses and velvet coats for-

one ritual slaughterer and ten charity scholars, as
vell as attendants for the bathhouse, one for the men
nd one for the women, besides the poor and the sick

the mfn mary. And how many times did not Goray,
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his town at the end of the wor Id, have to send moncey
o other cominunities that had been despoiled or
yurned down!

In those days Rabb1 Bemsh reigned in Goray like

~a king. The people went to the rabbi’s assistant with

their simple questions, and to Rabbi Benish only
when they were difficult, or involved suits of law.
Rabbi Benish would roll up the slceves of his coat,
and rule according to the strict letter of the law,
reckoning with no one. More than one Sabbath eve
Grunam the Beadle had to go rapping from shutter
to shutter with the news that the bathhouse was un-
clean, and the men were to stay away from the women
who had been there that day. Often Rabbi Benish
discovered too late that he had ruled an animal ko-
sher when it was not. Half of the housewives of the
town then had to smash their earthen vessels, scald _
the 1von ones, and pour'tlle soup and meat ’in‘td the .
swill heap. Living was" easy and jew1slmess in lugh

Bu‘t*now (,oray h'!d n upon ev11 days Its be';t

CINAINCC

mnst )lf'(unry,
"longer wnllmg to’

Jdr ‘yawn at the wa!ls They
crythmg, but carry out nothmg It

(fl’és"t'i't! -l’hcm so much as he did now. Ozer,

hat . catterbram, sat for days on end in the kitchen,
isheveled and covered with {eathers, playing Goats

-and Wolves with his own children, and quarreling

with -his - mother because she would not cook the
ishes ‘he ‘Jiked. Levi and his wife, like two great
spiders spinning an evil web, sat apart from the rest
ina "plque in their darkencd room, ‘where the cur-
tams were always drawn and the door aiways closed.




PMOYYDSS 1IN DIV TVaYT m’ii orwn by
S JWME PYT YT I ywmm‘n&n 031

g3 PN 01T R
vRA Mew ‘19‘!9’ R .mr:nn ;mymv
1Nt oyvneanhya y;:’o“'ps otm "aunnuyn’m
JTRI BWUIAT YmNp ST bYMILYR _”m ,ta“x“lv

OLRT BRI PR pym :
IED UIPPYIOMY BINT 1D LYY BHRN T M Y
R 7B 5YD T M IOMTILYMYR JIMYE PR DY Y
“gm YT IYBMIYI MU X OARL DD LIYN PR
Tan PTOIVIVT WIR OMVDIR TPMyb v-r

f honey cake and
and good tidings.

16w the ‘holy soil,
eer skm, now ex-
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vercoats, ‘since it would be warm in the Land of
sracl. In-laws-to-be were postponing weddings, so as
to be able to raise the bridal canopy in Jerusalem.
In Narol the young men had begun to study the
Jerusalem Talmud, in preference to the Babylonian,
‘and a rich man in Masel-Bozhitz had divided his
‘possessions among the poor.

“Anascetic who ate no meat, drank no wine, slept
‘on a hard bench, and journeyed over the world on
oot, related that a prophet named Reb Nehemiah
: a-Cohen had arisen in Poland Minor. He wore a
fv.halrc]oak over his ‘bare skin, and, prophesymg, would
f»lall face down o the earth, emitting cries that were - -
ore ‘than human. Reb Nehemiah foretold that the
Jews were soon to foregather from all the corners of
the earth, and the dead would rise from their graves.




The ,.greatest rabbxs and men of gemus belxeved in’
: thxs 'proplact and gave h:m tokens of thelr es‘teem »
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! lewh drove up. A man with a
"mf long earlocks got out. He
an and a fur coat turned in-
glances everywhere with his
‘Wherc "s‘ thL study houser?”
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romc to’ brmg you good t!(lm"s'
r’h'oly city!”

“arrival “immediately hecame
nd a throng came running to the
‘”omenfolk nmwled with menfolL

“1 come from our holy land.
odled %ph'ndl I have been sent by
’lhers‘mto lhe i:'(lie, to teIE you that the Great

, ‘Sabbatax Zevi, our Messiah and holy
His kingship will soon be revealed, and
re will take the sultan’s crown from off his head.
~‘The Jews from the other side of the river Sambanon
are ready and waiting for the battle of Armageddon.
. The lion that dwelleth on high will descend

'-Vfrom Heaven, in his mouth a seven-headed scorpion
- With fire issuing from his nostrils, he will carry
the Messiah into Jerusalem. Gather your strength
o ybmf . 138'?1?) O Judeans, and make yourselves ready! . . . Happy
53 34 15 the man who shall live to see this!”
. The study house became so quiet that a solitary fly
ould be lleard buzzmg, beatmg its wmgs against the L
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onders and ‘miracles are performed in Jerusa:
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stretching from earth to heaven. . . . The full o
f God and of Sabbatai Zevi were scratched on it in
lack. .. . The women who divine by consulting
drops of oil have seen the crown of King David on
Sabbatai Zevi's h g

Gehenna. ... “Woe unto them! They will sink and
be lost in the nethermost circle of Sheol!” o
“Jews! Save your-selves! Jew-ws!" someone sud-
~denly shouted, as though he were choking.

" The crowd shuddered. It was lame Mordecai
= ~Joseph, a cabalist, with a thick, fiery beard and bushy
~eyebrows, a faster, a weeper, an angry man. As he
prayed he would beat his head against the wall; on
the Days of Awe he would fall to the ground at the
Prayer of Petition, like the men of old, and groan

loud. He delivered funeral orations and on the
ve of Yom Kippur flogged men in the prayer-house
eroom. ' When he fell into a fierce mood he would
ap not only the young but the old as well; therefore
im0 R e R TTIRE ; lared cross him. Mordecai Joseph was broad-
""" £ ingainly, with unkempt red earlocks and
yes. - And now, breathing hard, the cripple
clamber up a table. Those close by lifted
that ‘he could stand. Reb Mordecai Joseph
anged ‘the table with his crutch. His stained coat
’ nbuttoned, ~his unkempt locks flew about
nd he began in his passion to stutter and

“are you silent? Redemption hath
d! . .. Salvation hath come to

He beat his forehead with his left hand and all at
nce began to dance. His oaken crutch drummed, his
arge [oot dangled, and, gasping, he cried one and
e same phrase over and over again, a phrase which
‘one was able to make out,
The legate turned and fixed his bright eyes on
tdecai Joseph. The tails of Mordecai Josepli’s coat
 through the air, his vest billowed about him:
e pushed the crumpled skullcap back on his head,
etched out both arms, the fingers curling. Women
eamed; from every side hands reached for him.
enly Reb Mordecai fell his full length to the
round. The ‘whole study house swayed with the -
wd _and the sweating walls. Someone shouted,
Help! He has fainted!”

é
" Reb Mordecai Joseph
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It was Rabbi Benish’s practice to say his afternoon
and evening prayers by himself in his study. When
the news reached his ears he hurried to the prayer
1ouse: But it was already empty. Everyone had
wrried home after the legate’s sermon to discuss
he news in the midst of the family. A few people

' Cc'_)m'péiiiéd’ijth'é"ilegaté'to the ‘inn; -others went to

- Mordecai Joseph with snow for a long time, to prick

‘In Miron a’fiery column has been seen .~

“Many disbelievers deny
this and refuse to' turn back at the very threshold of =

he house of Reb Mordecai Joseph. They had to rub .~

" “him with needles and pinch him hard before he was Lot
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ressed in all’ his garments; leaning ‘back on both
elbows, he related ‘that ‘in his trance Sabbatai Zevi
1ad come to him and cried: “Mordecai Joseph, ‘the .
n of Chanina the Priest, “be not of humble heart! -
10w shalt yet offer p the priestly sacrifices!” Men
nd women jostled one another in the narrow, un-
ed room; there was no candle, and ‘Mordecai
; "'s”"ivi[e"]ié:ip_ eral dry twigs on the tripod
- them. The flame " crackled and hissed, red
the irregular whitewashed walls,
rafters Joomed low. In a corner, on a pile of
at Mordecai Joseph’s only daughter, a mon-
vith a water-swollen head and call’s eyes.
Joseph's wet beard shone in the reflection
lowing coals like molten gold, and his green
Is burned Tike a wolf's as he divulged the mys-
te’had scenin his trance. His cadence was that
of adying man speaking his last words to those ncar-
Chim:. o
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Xy ., cat light shall descend on the world! Thou-
17y payBYDY Is- and thousands times greater than the sun! It
hall ‘blind the cyes of the wicked and the scoffers!
Inly the chosen shall escapel”

T'hat night Rabbi Benish could not sleep.

sshutters were barred, and thick candles
n the two bent brass candlesticks. The old
and forth with heavy tread, stopping
ime (o cock his cars, as though listen-
‘in"the walls. The wind tore at
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dranches crackled with the
howls of dogs filled the air.
lence and then the howling began again.
ook hook after book out of the chest,
i nd ‘leafed through the pages
miens of the coming of the Messiah,
head -wrinkled, for the passages were

om - tinie to time Rabbi Benish
1 at the table and press a key to his
not to doze off; nevertheless, he would

& Twow oyt
IPRUYY THR PINBDY
PREIR LM Y URAT RIWT
BT Y PW T e o
1 PRV T 1 :
vroIYy 9N .1.753:1“»:‘1‘-;?3#8
WAYTIIRT WIUHINTWTUL PK
MWW WP WIR PR LDGIIR
N WNPYI PR R BN
SUR TRYA PP OR DR W DIPA

oked mark between his eyes. He
d forth, Tunning into objects in dark
magnified shadow crept along the
i alls, and quivered as though
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']éu,h ‘in “which he had arrived. It was late after-
noon” when' the news spread  that -the ]u.f,atc had
“disappeared. Tt was Grunam the Beadle who im-
“parted the information, with a stealthy smile in his
cft eye. Reb Mordecai Joseph blanched. He gathered
mmecdiately who was responsible for the legate’s de-
parture, and his nostrils dilated with anger.

Benish is to blame!” he screamed, and lifted his
h*llncmcmnﬂly “Benish has driven him off!”
'ny y(un% Reb Mmdc ai ]m(‘ph had hc( n
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.off.
~shaven ,IS(.‘é’lj)’:.'*:‘He'Vti‘iecl to defend himself, but the
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md. It was Chanina, the char
ity scholar, a young divorced man and a stranger, Wh
sat in’ Goray studying and lived off the community.”
He was one of Rabbi Benish’s - brilliant studen
tall, overgrown, nearsiglited, with a ong, pale fa
and a chin sprouting with yellow hair.
alWAvS iriEaspenad ol

a
Joseph, who bore Chanina a grudge on account of th
many folios of the Talmud he knew by heart ‘and
because he was always mixing in where ‘he had no
right, suddenly sprang at Chanina with ‘that agility
the lame display when they flare up and forget their
defect. R
“You, too!” he screamed. “Take him, men!” :
Several young men ran over to Chanina, grabbed
hold of his shirt and began to drag him off. Chanina
opened his mouth, shouted, tried to tear himself =
foose from their grip, twisted his long neck back and
forth, and flailed about him with his arms, like 2z
drowning man. Iis coat was torn, his skull cap fell
Two long, tousled earlocks dangled from his

charity

li'(lélits"w&te‘"qui(:k to hold his head, punch-

ith their weak hands as they helped carry
ugh they ere kneading dough. Mordecai
oseph himself proudly helped carry Chanina by the
8 ,_splt.qn;g"'_inta’hi;ﬁ::fa&&'a;;d pinching him viciously.

na-was lying on the table. They lifted his
Mordecai Joseph was the first to do the

s be in place of me!” he cried, in the words

om Kippur scapegoat ritual. He rolled up
‘ceves, and gave Chanina so hard a blow that
l"CkY youth burst all at once into tears, like a
chool'boy, and whimpered.

€ ﬁiis ‘be instead of me!” Mordecai Joseph ex-
med with a sigh and again struck Chanina.

Let this fowl go to his death!" someone cried re-
sponsively, and a hail of blows fell on the idle scholar.
Chanina gave a hoarse cry and began to gasp.

When ‘they took him from the table, his face was
lue and his mouth clenched. A boy immediately
fetched a vessel of water and poured it over Chanina,
drenching him from head to foot. The young man
jerked spasmodically and remained full length on the
ound. There was a terrified silence in the study
he one woman who happened to be in the
omen’s gallery pulled at the grate and sobbed.
Mordecai Joseph limped back, beating the floor with
his crutch, and his face behind the thicket of his
beard was chalk-white.

“Thus rotteth the name of the wicked!” he said.
“Now Hie shall know that there is a God who rules

. the world!”

b

Reb Eleazar Babad and His Daughter, Rechele

Reb Fleazar Babad was seldom at home. It was his
practice to move about from village to village. He
would put on his heavy coat, stuff straw in his shoes,

‘and, with a sack in one hand, a stick .in the other,

“take to the paths and byways. Like a beggar he would
drive off the hounds with his stick and sleep nights
in the haylofts of peasant barns. Some said that Reb
_Eleazar went to collect old debts due him from before

11648; others were certain that he wandered this ‘way
- a5 a penance for the sins that were wearying his
spirit. Rechele, his only daughter, remained at home
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Once V:Re‘(:hele-saw two bloud-smeared bnu.her boys
skih‘ 'a"'g'o'él’t" and let it lie there with eyeballs protrud-

ig in amazement and white teeth projecting in a
ind of death-smile.
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s terrified of Reb Z eydel Ber. He had '

jRéi~1’iéié‘35
VT el 'c"d, 'md lnd no (luldrcn Thc 'l

mal} hlgh wmdows near the V'mitcd cellmg
()mowhcrc on thc edge of town,

“full of pits, and all manner ol rags, feather ‘dusters,
and rotted sacks were scattered about. Reb Zeydel:
occupied two rooms, with an entrance off a narro
vestibule. Ile slept in one of the rooms, which had
wide canopy bed hung with faded red satin draperics,
-a prayer stand, and a book chest. When Uncle was
10t busy in his slaughter hut he would sit in his bed
()()m on a shncmnku s 1ound stool and sharpcn the

arge vesscl for waslung pote and
—one Ior dalry food the other for

cep sooty ‘oven, comtamly oc-
ddles, and _eternally muttering.
"nted to go outside to play,

C (i”lhc wash water thcre was 1Iw1y a 9\\1(( h
g mth which the old woman would flog the girl
wantonness. Every Friday afternoon the old
vould force Rechele to put her head into
l(ﬁf!ﬂl now filled with hot water, and Rechele
uul(l 'scream until she was hoarse. To pcrsuadc

onian

e nltl woman umL to terrifying the (lu!d
he' pusnadcd Rechele that there were graves in
: s flew about ceaselessly, secking
bmlws to-enter. he put a great apron on Rechele as
charm, so that no unholy spirit might possess her,
and hung a linen sack with a wolfl's tooth in it around
erneck. Whenever Granny went away she latched
the door from the ontside with a wooden peg. Little
~Tight entered through the small, dust-covered window
“near the rafters, and an oil-dipped wick burned con-
stantly in a clay shard. Mice were forever scratching

in the narrow, crowded bedroom; and there were
other small sounds as though a hand groped its way
through the darkness. There was an opening high
above the anteroom hearth. Whenever it smoked a
chimney sweep would be summoned, :who would
scramble up and shout down at the old woman as he
worked. His eyés“all white as ‘thoi't‘f;h”v’“t’he eyeballs -
were turned up, he would grimace blackly, like a
devil. Granny would stand below him and shake her

: .smafl fist. .
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Higher!"” she would screech. “Higher! Higherl”
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t “smoke-covered
_pale when she heard the
ven. Often there would be -
aller had a bristling mus.
of the sweeps would crawl -~
other would thrust his head =
d cry up to his partner in
) v vern. After they =~
the black prints of their bare feet remained =~
floor. The slaughterer would come into the
knife in a corner of his mouth. His blood.
overed with' feathers would creak as he
ent to go through the low door. He would grumble:
wuch did you give the dogs?”
‘penny and a handful of chaff,” the old
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oman would respond, thrusting out her chin. There
was 1ot a tooth in her shrunken mouth.
was terrifying at night when Rechele had to lie
down'in the bench-bed to sleep with the old woman.
- Uncle snored loudly in the bedroom, wheezing as
: : choked and groaning in his slcep, and the
oman ‘dallied over her prayers, as she turned
y ‘from side to side. She smelled of burned
; ometimes she would lift the
shift .and run her dead hands over the girl's
h impure delight: “Fire! Fire!
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wrinkled [ace was x
p. and her open
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Yom Kippur. From
he cackling of roosters

did anyone glance in
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at the dymg woman, for everyone was busy. Reb
7eydcl Ber, ‘her son-in-law, all smeared with blood,
wotild "dash into the anteroom from time to time,
beard ying, red e)chds gleaming under bushy eye-
VI)mwm" a Q()me[cathcr irom lm lnc-'m he

cle Reb 7cydcl Ber was as usual bcfore the hwh
day, “when he was -slaughtering atonement

roosters’ whlist the women burdened him with their

1aste “and -idle talk. Moreover, young Rechele was

vas tired. ‘Apprehensively she kept the wick burning
ght and sat until dawn on the bench enveloped
haw ‘The cricket behind the wall oven chirped
ore demandingly than ever. Time and again,
¢ alcove Uncle would cry out in his sleep, as
“were conversing unermlttently with some-

The l)moms and mops
o sh: ulnws qwcpt along the walls like ap-
dll(l!]l(‘l wor l([ an :m(] again the ()!d

', wc*mng cnonnons aprons that
ncircled then' bodies. They heated kettles of water

opened the chest and drew out a suit of full under-
hose that had been sewed in a shroud stitch and a
mitre, which the old woman had prepared in advance;
another woman carried a black stretcher into the
room. Rechele was sent off to a distant relation of
Reb Zeydel Ber's. The funeral took place at once and
Reb Zeydel Ber recited the mourner’s prayer. Just
before sundown Uncle sent for Rechele to be brought
home. The wet floor had already been swept and
spread with sand. Three candles in memory of
Granny's soul were burning in a sand-filled hox.
Uncle stood in a white smock, wearing cloth shoces,
his head covered by a white mitre that was em-

-broidered with ‘golden f[ringe. His black beard was

ombed and wet, his earlocks, as lontr as braids, were
u!l (lnppmg from the b’l{]l He ‘resembled one of
1 1y 5 £ ¢ Ul Whom }\ulu.u_
ad in her lltt]e books ‘in Yiddish. He placed
soth hands on her head and said in a sorrowful voice,
May thc Lord make thee as S'n‘ah Rcbecca Rac he]

the “house ... . in Gods Name'”

Rechcle opened her lips to answer, but Uncle vio-
..lent]y thrust the door open, and rushed out, almost

extinguishing the candles. Rechele remained stand-

- ing in the middle of the room; she looked about in

amazement, as though in a strange place. A blood-red

burmng the meals she cooked for him, because she -

;
i
;
3

. for the ritual of purification, and the room was filled =~ =
“with thick steam, wet rags, and straw. Onée woman
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holstered chair. The old woman's

"[rantrac11t of the sky filled the small window near the
“rafters, and outside a ‘great wailing was heard.

Lublin’s narrow streets, lighted by the setting sun,
were now {ull of men wearing the white Yom Kippur
robes; they looked like corpses in shrouds. The
women wore white dresses with trains, and silk
scarves; tlicy were arrayed in pearls and heavy neck-
faces, pins and bracelets, brooches and long earrings
which quivered like jelly. Those women who had
been widowed or had lost children recently ran with
outstretched arms, as though insane, hoarsely repeat-
ing the same phrase over and over. Ncighbors who
had heen at each other’s throats throughout the year
embraced and clung swaying to and fro, as though
nothing could scparate them. . . . Young matrons
walked proudly, holding in one hand the gold-
trinnmed prayer books while the other caught up the
trains of their gowns. Laughing and crying they fell
upon each other’s necks. Four guis conveyed a para-
lyzed dowager some hundred years old on a red-up-
s golden dress blazed
in thc sunset and her high bonnet set with beads
and precions stones glitiered, its satin ribbons flutter-
ingin ‘thc wind. A hlind old man, with a white wind-

i blbWii‘"bé:’ifd, stood leaning on his crutches, his blue
A ~hands g opmv to bless all who passed by. The street
o WA PTWTI N0 1w phybrga ""‘!cadmg, to the prayer house was filled with low tables

“on ‘which stood alms ‘bowls. The crooked, tlte dumb,

the lamie sat ‘on footstools and counted the silver and

E“C‘opper coins witlt which the crowd redeemed their

souls for the holy day. Yerucham, the Lublin Peni-
tent, stood as he did every year, at the door of the
prayer house barefoot, his clothes unfastened. Wring-
ing his bands, he wept for his sins.

“Jews, have mercy, Jew-ws! . .
Com-passion! . . "

But here, in this lonely street, inside the thick
walls, Rechele heard only an echo. She stood there,
ears cocked and eyes wide. This was her first time
alone on Yom Kippur eve. In the past Granny
had invited girls in to sit with her, and they
would pass the evening braiding each other's hair

. Com-passton. . . .

~and talking in hushed voices whllc Jhuddled at the

table. 'T'he night before Yom Kq)pur is a" fnglltcn-
j 1g umc OfLen »0n t]mt mght lords would ial] upon

Ctram-
j‘()h]v‘l‘mm

o Y, :md only a few hmm prcwomly
nd heen taLen aw1y o
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y woul
he threw herself
sall, slhat her eyes

‘the beneh-bed, rolied up into a

rdf?i"fsb‘n)'éwh’efé‘a low mutter reached her

The sound scemed to come from beneath the
and it appeared to Rechele that it was the
15 of Kol Nidre. But then it dawned on her
v1stl|o "d(f:ld who were chanting, ‘and she
it whosocver hears the Kol Nidre of the dead
‘orld ot live out the year. .
¢ fell aslecp and in her dreams Granny came to
ier clothes in tatters, disheveled and haggard.
erchiel about her head was soaked with blood.
| Rechele!” she screamed and rubbed the
vith a straw whisk.
vhole body shuddered.  She awoke,
th sweat. There was a ringing in her
felt a sharp stab in her breast. She tried
uld not. Gradually, the terror subsided.
3sin the house, fragmentary phrases.
enand on the benches moved and
ir. The candle box turned around
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<+« Late that night, when
found Rechele lying with her
chest, her eyes glazed and her
cydel Ber screamed and people
rey forced open the girl’s mouth and
own her throat. A woman skilled
ched Rechele’s face with her nails
1ead patches of hair. At length
 groan, but from that evening on

W PUTTIRE WD JUWTURTIOMY K
b TR R OLIRBEY LR WA ‘Y APy
IR PX T IDMPABIR W ST bRA u.'r:'i-',-.:;‘bs‘
TIPS PR PITIEP R SIBTO R M Ty ‘w‘?‘;j_a'
N2 TOMIPIONR P T M DB PR - IIRLWYY LY

TAPNY yoyoyy vgn Mo oy

"'_’,;Re(:hvcl‘lc <ould not speak at all.

. gained her speech, but she suffered from
T TR DD pWNgs ymny R

Bawp »owvy WA W5 O§T 3P
00 UMYIRa vx : '
MOM™ K PR IWHND R 3y

thie evil spirit away
ody with urine;

ént 50 far

Iwith her from a

¥ MO paeys T bw heme o
PR TR 7T 9eya bon byt PR
TR IEURIER 1205393 PR D Ayp WT I Ayasowys
TR MUY DWYE PR ayabrer 7y CBYOUYINNI BN b
TRIXT NI 1T WORD TR Y II0PIWDR Dire PRyoyayy
o T OFT 10 2N ORT M0 b YayT vy ogn
DET T FIFTR SR M U3 s $hYap X8 vReyT N
WIS DB POIWIIIR T DR I yeebigponr vy
FITIE DRON SIWN OXT LR OT IR BIFIWY AR Yow APEROY falling sickness, others that she was in the power of
TROWIR DU W R ORT vayonw voymuys 187 demons. In Goray Reb Elcazar Jeft her completely on
TR PR TR W7 IR UIRYYI T O Mo 87 I PR her own, rarely returning from his round of the vil-
VI TWIID LRI WEIWT T PO TR N ympyanv WHUIIT  lages to see her. When people spoke to him about his
TP LRI AT T AT NI PRI DK b 1199 s poor orphan daughter, he would hang his head and
thman ® oM vy BRP OYT UIEOPIBRIR P answer in confusion: '

ned to her father, Reb Eleazar

“Babad, who in the meantime had lost both wife and -
‘Son,

Thenceforth Rechele was one apart. She was beset
by mysterious ills. Some said she suffered from the

understanding nor counsel against the Lord!” . -

8o out into the street and call -

'ﬁ:iss’éj;i:’t&ﬁj".’;‘»Sh‘e pursed her lips to shout,
d not leave her throat. Terrified,

and covered herself with the com- }

y inert on -
pain, Reb

ometimes the Polish -
nproved and could -

: mther leftleg continued paralyzed, o
vith a limp. Then Reb Zeydel Ber

voe 1IN PRI AP PR ey T o 3 by — “Well, let it be . .. | There is no wisdom nor
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“Itche Matesy”

“Reb I'tché"Ma!»ek’,' the Packman S

* A packman came to Goray with a full sack of ‘holy
scripts and fringed vests, phylacteries and skul caps’
for pregnant women and oval bone amulets for chil-.
dren, mezuzahs and prayer sashes. Packmen are no-
toriously short-tempered and suffer no one to touch
their merchandise who is disinclined to purchase.
Gingerly, one at a time, the young men approached
the packman, stared curiously at the store of goods
which he spread out on the table, ran their fingers
along the books, and turned the leaves with silent
caution, so as not to arouse his wrath. But apparently

“this was a courtcous packman. Putting his hands up
1is sleeves, he allowed the boys to riflle through the
~books as much as they pleased. A packman comes from
he great world, and usually brings with him all sorts
f-news. People sidled over to him and asked: “What
all you, stranger?”

‘Reb Itche Mates, what’s happening in the

Ip for the Jews> . .
where, blessed be God.”
etters with you and tracts, Reb

Reb Itche Mates said nothing, as though he hadn't
heard, and they understood at once that these were
matters one did not discuss openly. So, murmuring
under their breath, they said, “Are you staying here
awhile, Reb Itche Mates?”

He was a short man, with a round, straw-colored
beard, and appeared to be about forty years old. His
dilapidated hat, from which large patches of fur were

' missing, was pulled down over his dnmp, rhcumy
- eyes; his thin nose was red with catarrh. He was wear-

ing a long patched coat which reached to the ground.

A’t‘ed kerchief was wound about his loins. ' The young =

nen rummaged through his books, ripping the uncut .

ges, and doing all sorts of damage, but the pack- . - -
de no- objection. Mischievous _boys played

with the embroidered fringed vests and tried on the -

even dug down deep in the =
L - Book ‘of Esther
1ram’s ‘horn, ‘and a
halky soil from the =~
people hought,” everyone
andise and scemed to be conspir-
kman. But he stood woodenly
en' they recited the ‘Holy,
Holy, his straw mustaches quivered almost im-
tibly When asked anything’s price he capped -
iis hand to his ear as though he were hard of hearing,
hought for a long time, avoiding his questioner's
cface. .
- “What does it matter?” he would finally say i
“low hoarse voice. “Give as much as you can.” And he
‘extended a tin coin box, as though he wasn't really
~a packman but was collecting money ‘for some holy




™0 LY BYT BERUYIRD N
DR OPBY M Ny f;j;b’ip’zﬁ‘jj

set drinks -
he Mates took only a morsel of

O P 3D

e swallowed whole, but he bade those
YT OYLRE TLLN

feast their fill and drink hearty. Per- -
t once that Reb Itche Mates was one of the
hey did as he bade. Their foreheads became
and their eyes shone with the hope of great

come.” Reb ltche Mates unbuttoned his
drew {rom the inner pocket a letter
chment in Aramaic, in a scribe’s scripe,
rownlets on the letters like a Toral scroll.

vas from Abraham Havchini and Samuecl
10 resided in-the Land of Isracl. Tundreds
ha pattheir signatuves to this letier, most
lim “with exotic names reminiscent
TFalmudic masiers. It hecame so quict that
who were Tarking outside the door, heard

I YUY
avnyy j&f!i‘;’f"‘bl_js‘nmjx
e

merged.  The well-born
“oven where she buriit kin-
3 Her thin¢hecks were ftaming hot; she glanced
long at the wen, and absorbed cvery word.
Reb Iche Mates sat hunched up, speaking almost
}_b’\;liispcr,"’di\’}nlging mysteries ol mysteries: only
a few holy sparks still hurned among the husks of
being. The powers of darkness ching to these, know-
ing that their existence depended on them. Sabbatai
Zevi, God's ally, was battling these powers; it was he
ho was conducting the sacred sparks back to their
primal source. The holy kingdom would be revealed
hen the last spark was returned whence it had come.
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Then the ritual ceremonies would no longer hold.
Bodies would become pure spirit. From the World of
Emanations and from under the Throne of Glory new
souls would descend. There would be no more eating
and drinking. Instead of being fruitful and multiply-
ing, beings would unife ‘in combinations of holy
lert, el wonldin't be stadied. O the e
- Bible only the secret essence would remain. Fach day
Cwould Jast a year, and the radiance of the holy ’s[")""i’rit
“would fill all space. Cherubim and ‘Ophanim would .
hant the praise of the Almighty and He' Himself
would instruct the righteous. ‘Their "(’l(:'ljg’fﬂslt‘"i'a}’dii]d be
-boundless.
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IOTY PR 5 UM IR IR 1P € TR PSR ¥ 8T pYT o0 Reb Itche Mates' spcech abm’mbrlcd in hom
NN DWW PP P W WA quya 7 yovw'o we m Parables from the Torah and Midrash fa-
miliar with the names of angels ang seraphim,-and
quoted at length passages from' the
migrations and Razicl; all the man:
were known to him, every detail of th
archy. There could be no doubt that here
holy man, truly one o ect. The”
that all should keep:
should spend the ni

“:Chasid, who §
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THRPK §T PRD SN M LIWHIME PAE BYR aaab 1 by S ItChe »ZI_M?EC.S.HW?S. busy at Torah and, although

DO BT OYUND JU'K 7 B3P WS ayuxigs pp gugry - there was no window in the room, he was surrounded

WIS TIII PR pYNE ISR BN PR v o bylight 2s though the moon shone upon him: Before '

WX OTT DMWY Y IOPIONN VLY B PT Y daybreakRebItche :Mates rose, poured water on hls

IR BT TR P2abY OYI T8 DN BT opENn ok andsandsought 2o steal away to the study l‘;oqslgf .

o i But Reb Godel Chasid had not undressed. He took

_ e OYDER yw,g.b,jﬂyw.xﬁ Jume Reb Itche Mates by ‘the arm and whispered confi-

DYURE WL " v — ] ST IPIIORN ey entially, “I saw everything, Reb Itche Mates.” -
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~“Ah but what was there to see?” murmured Reb
Itche Mates, bowing his head. “‘Silence is seemly
for the wise.” "

In the study house Reb Itche Mates spread out
tis wares and again waited for buyers. After the
orning prayers he set his sack in a corner and went
from house to house through Goray, examining the
éiﬁ'iélis;';’-és is the way of packmen, who are gen-
rally ‘well. Whenever he found an error in
> corrected it on the spot with a goose
penny from the householder, and
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hite mold. Reb Itche Mates took a
ocket, pulled out the nails that held
€ I":nt”éi;’:»unrolled the scroll, and went
‘ the “for light in which to see whether
-any of the letters had blurred. It turned out that the
v "rdlz’G"o"d g d‘»bééﬁ’"’bmpietely erased, and that the

.-:rlg"h’t"t:rdt«}n> as ‘missing from the letter ''s” of the
1ame Shaddai. His hands began to tremble, and he
.iséiid',wi'th’St’c'rriﬁés's","‘f‘Who lives here?” ,

~“My father lives here—Reb Eleazar Babad,” re.
“plied Rechele.

~“Reb Eleazar Babad,” said Reb Itche Mates, and
o : ‘he rubbed his forehead as though attempting to re-
oyLRY wuvk’:ﬂj uwa call something. “Isn’t he the head of the com-
oM yIr ‘munity?”

SITHD PR YBBRYIAYIN ‘No "Jonger,” Rechele said. “Now he's a rag
BIEYE qudyss ¥ wy . picker.” And she burst into high-pitched laughter.
PR Ean 2t ~That a Jewish girl should laugh so unrestrainedly
‘was something new to Reb Itche Mates, and he
lanced at her out of the corner of his wide-set eyes,
‘browless and cool green, like those of a fish. Rechele’s
ong braids were undone, like a witch’s, full of feath-
15 and straw. One half of her face was red, as though
she had been lying on it, the other half was white.
3"S!1e""fv'v'zi§’baref00t,'and wore a torn red dress, through
hich: arts of her body shone. In her left hand she
eid an earthen pot, in her right a straw whisk with
Through her disheveled hair a pair of
es smiled madly at him. It occurred to Itche
Mates that there was more here than met the eye.
A you a married woman, or a maiden;”
~“A-'maiden,” answered Rechele brazenly. “Like
Jeptha’s daughter, a sacrifice to God!”
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as though he had been touched by icy fingers. He
wanted to run away from such sacrilege, but then it
came to him that this would not be right. So he sat
down on a box and took out a ruler and a bottle of -
ink. He sharpened his goose quill with a piece of
glass, dipped it in the ink, and—wiped it again on his
skull cap. ; el e T
. "“These are not proper things to say,” he told Re:
" chele after some hesitation The Blessed Name does
~ - hot require human sacrifices. A" Jewish girl should
_have a husband and heed the Law.”
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“earrings dangled from her -ears.. After the fashion of

" Rechele said, and limped so
female smell of her body over-
“Unless Satan will have mel” e
into sharp laughger which ended ina

aming tears fell from her “eyes. The -
“potslipped © her hands and broke into shards, -
Reb Itche Mates ought to reply, but-his tongtie had

b'é(’:btiie“f_lié:i’tfy'"hhd"dvi'y.‘f»-The cupboard, the walls. the

AMloor ‘sii!‘é\’Yéd'.‘.-_}-Ié:’bbg‘an‘lto write, but his hand shook
~and adrop of ink “blotted the parchment. So Reb

- Itche Mates lowered his head, wrinkied his forehead,
k8 " and suddenly grasped

BYM T um vhpIE ,;wmtz".nvi'.tjﬁ?ﬁijjmsﬁ'-,éxv nwpsw‘m

QYRYSR BYT 3p0 LPYUY RN 70 BYT bgnrw vv:yajjj;ls‘:’lm e

T DL M 0IYA YR e VAP YORYD TP pp Ry oo

the secret. For a while, he

studied his pale fingernails, and then he muttered to
_ himself:

“This is from Heaven.”

10

Reb Itche Mates Sends a Proposal

of Marriage 1, Rechele

Then did Reb Itche Mates the cabalist send messen-
gers to Rechele, ¢ joining them to speak to her in
these words:

The hridcgro‘o‘m ’i's'a"w'i(lower, and a man of no
importance. His entire fortune consists of one cotton
coat, for both Sabbath and weekday wear; one
fringed vest worn on his bare body; one pair of cloth
trousers; and one prayer shawl, together witl two

beast to the eggs of the louse. Forty days before Rt?-
chele was born it was decreed in Heaven that this
seed, the daughter of Reb Eleazar, was to belong to
Itche Mates. What more is there to say? Let Rechele
agree and the betrothal will take place i.mmediately;

God willing, the groom will give the bridal presents

in the Land of Israel. ]
The following went to see Rechele: Reb Mordecai
O_S.é_i,)h,.i'nc.-cabalist, Levi the rabbi’s son, and I‘\Jgf:lleie o
his” wife. Reb - Mordecai Joseph characteristically
| rutch’ on’ the foor and admonished ‘Re- 7~

daughiters of good family, her ears had been pierced
many times. Self-importantly she sat down on the
beneh used to prepare meat dishes, rested her [eet on
a footstool, ana motioned the girl to a place opposite
—the beneh used for dairy dishes. Then she blew her
nose loudly, wiped her fingers on the voluminous
train of her cloth dress, and spoke as follows: -

“Don’t put on airs, Rechele, for your father is a

poor man, and has left you in God's care. Besides,
you are not well (God save usl). People are already
talking and you'll end up in disgrace. Now that you . -
have someone who wants you, let your head be cov- .
ered and take him. And if it turns out that'he doesn't -
please you, there’s always the bill of divorcement.” -
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v,‘:"_hc did not light the wick in the oil lamp. Sprinkling

~ashes on his head, he strode from wall to wall in the
o darkness, chanting verses, lamenting the destruction
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.- a holy man. She,must be righteous to0o.”

light the half-sunken

: :vthere was no word exth

ohar," and working out numeri-
f "th'é'li'ames of Yaweh. At night,

raveyard Agamst the mﬁrmary door rested the puri-
,s'-ﬁcauon board ‘awaiting a new: corpse. In the moon-
mbstones ‘Jooked like toad-
stools. Entering the bathhouse Reb Itche Mates
lighted a piece of kindling and held it up like a torch.

- The walls were black with soot. Cats jumped from
“bench to bench, silently pursuing each other, with v
. fiery eyes. The scorched stones lay cold and scattered o
. near the oven. Reb Itche Mates took off ‘his clothes.
- His body was covered with a hcavy growth of yellow
~hair. It was scarred by the thorns and thistles on -

which he had mortified himself. Sllently ‘he went"_i)
down to the pool by way of the crooked stone steps, _
noiselessly slipped into the water, submerged himself
‘without a splash, and disappeared for a few minutes.
Slowly and cautiously, like some water creature, he
lifted his drenched head. Two and seventy times dicd
‘he immerse himself, according to the numerical sig-
nification of the letters Ayin and Beth. When he had
done he clothed himself and went off to recite the
:mldn;oht prayers.

- Reb Itche Mates moved restlessly in the room that
Reb Godel Chasid had set apart for him, until day-

of the Holy Temple, and begging the Holy One,
blessed be He, to take back the Divine Presence
which he had driven away into Exile with Israel. Re-
tween prayers he grew silent, as though attentive to
“things taking place in other worlds, which his ears
alone could discern. Outside the wind blew, rattling
- shutters and bringing the rending cry of an infant.

and the singsong lullaby of a mother. Reb Godel - |

Chasid started up from sleep, awoke his wife, and
said, “Rechele is greatly honored. Reb Itche Mates is

‘and ‘still
eb Eleazar ‘or the mes- -

_ They waited for more than- ‘eight days;

' “"Have }'ou heard 'an)’thxng,*:lvanv of Reb Ele

: :._frthe owner of the brick house? Or have you perhaps L
- 'met Leib Banach who used to buy horses’ tails?”
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* But the peasant would push his sheepskin cap back
over his tousled hair, rub his forehead, look far into
the distance to ‘jog his
trate: ‘fl'vé"se"en,noth‘ing;‘f-heArd nothing. ., .”
- And he would stride off in the deep mud. .~
Thus Goray acquired a new deserted wife and a
ew orphan. The crows cawed the bad news from the -
ooftops; Reb Itche Mates was the only one not to be
nformed of it, for certainly ‘the news ‘would hav,

made him unhappy. The wife of Leib Banach the
{"hless'énger‘-sat[flor_se‘ve days of mourning. Rechele :
ried her eyes out and the good women of the town -
looked after her. They prepared delicacies for her in -
mall pots, made over old garments for her to wear, -
‘and came to console her and
s. Chinkele the Pious spent
that demons might not attach themselves to her. o
echele ‘was sick. Of the delicacies that were
brought “her she tasted almost nothing, and she
missed her period. Hour after hour she moved aim-
lessly about the house like one in a cage, and peered
Into every crack and crevice, Sometimes, for no rea-
gan to drop from her €yes, as from a tree
ther moments she would suddenly fall
50 loud that the echo resounded through
dors and alcoves of the ruined house. At
efore going to sleep, she draped the window
Il kinds of old clothes, out of dread
1e bright night spied through the
-the faded walls, trembling in
strands. Rechele crawled down from bed
“listening to the scratching of the
tckle of the firewood behind the
row outside her window would
aty cry. One day Rechele imagined
overed chestnut tree across the way had
blossom, - ’
w days Rechele had heard the sound of a
in braying in the middle of the night.
hinkele the Pious fell asleep, Rechele
r ith a tug at the shoulder. -
le, don’t be angry,” she would say guiltily.

¥

» who whispered an in-
"Pious began to snore
nose. Suddenly the old

~ clothes dropped from the window and the room be-

came bright as day. Now Rechele could distinguish
everything: pots on the hearth, cobwebs on the walls,
and the lions on the eastern wall tapestry, with their
heads averted and tongues protruding. One of Chin.
kele's eyes was half open and glazed, the other shut

, tight, shrunken as though the liquid had run out of

"it. There were so many wrinkles in the corners of

* Chinkele’s eyes that she seemed to be

laughing in her
sleep. Raising herself, Rechele rested her head on her
knees, waiting for the cock’s crow. Her arms and legs

ached, the braing in her skull crumbled like grains of

sand, and thought buzzed about in her head hkeﬂm o

. Lifting her 8aze, she stared into the dazzling

landscape and shudderin
. ‘murmured:

- "I've no strength left! Mercifyl God, take me!”

3

memory, blink, and remon- R

to talk away the evil spir-
the night with Rechele,
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A Letter from Lublin

An emissary came from’ Lublm to Goray bearmg a .
“Jetter ‘for Rabbi Benish Ashkenazi. Written in the g
“holy’ tonguc, in small ornate characters, with the sige
iature ending in a flourish, it read thus: -

and Boaz, he that is the pillar of our house, for whom
“‘the doors of the fear of the Lord and wisdom are
‘never shut, the pride of our generation and its glory,
- the strong hammer whose lcarning smashes mountains
~and grinds them fine, our rabbi and leader, the man

- of God—that is to say, to Rabbi Benish Ashkenazi,
‘may his light shine forever and forever, and may he
live many long happy years and in peace, amen.

“1 have heard the udmgs and pangs and throes
ase“uled me as 2 woman in labor, and I cried with a
“loud and bitter cry. For a wml\ul people have arisen,
‘Let us break the bands
amnder and the yoke of the holy teachings and of
God (blessed be hel!).” And they did trust in the staff

: of thc brmscd reed, that sinful man who leads others
“to sin; like unto Jeroboam the son of Nebath—Sab.

bat'u :7cv1 s’ lns name, may he be erased from the

’»‘,'lS ‘many years now since first the cry
wcm"vfmth to all the borders of Judah—that the time
' W 73'; on hand, and that new prophets
had arisen, visionaries and stargazers, who were pro-
thmmp; ‘In the " year 5,426 from the Creation of the

over the river Sambation to the other side. ‘There he
shall take for wife the thirteen-year-old daughter of
our master Moses. Afterward he shall come back to us
riding on a lion, to wage great wars with the peoples
of the earth, and to raise up the fallen tabernacle of
King David.” 1 alone, the little one among the thou-
sands of Judah, must confess that I have never in-
clined an car or given any credence to this alien talk,
which has no sanction in the words of our wise men,
of blessed memory, and flows from allusions in the
Zohar and other cabalistic volumes, about which 1

would rather be silent. I shall keep a curb on my

- mouth, that I may not be burned by their speech, for

31]]6“‘ blte is as the bite of the fox and their sting 1s

1at lsrael s
herc these

hemeclvcs fall into
d spre'ld at their

n’:ﬂna‘t ‘net, or else
cried Amen, despite
“well that a long time

2 hcre is ‘no substance in
d falsehood are mingled.

o ."Nevertheless da;ly new tldmgs do arrive, filthy and
“terrifying, ‘which" ‘cause our hearts to melt like wax
“and our knees to ymw“"
Sthat Sabbatai Zevi doth pronounrc the holy name of
,.-';God sounding evcry }ctter in it, and that he doth

eak. For witnesses do testify

make use of the impure names to do his magic and to-

““To'the master of the holy teachings, the nghteous fe
ne, the foundation of the universe, like unto Joachin
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“fire shall not be ‘quenched, and they will be an ab:’
~ horring unto all fiesh.’ I, the least of mer, have sought
" to search into the roots of the thing—but ‘who can -
7B T B K BB PO YN PR 153 opayawTee agm - gird his loins against a people that consumes aliveall -
po - who dare cast the slightest doubt on their depraved -

- belief—this multitude that would not sift pearls from

_ the others who have forged the word of God and con-
' taminated the world? If we, the wise men of Polarid,
~the shepherds of our generation, had ourselves but
_'known what he has done and his doings, we might
" "have been able to go forth to meet him, armed with
_the shafts of the Torah, and we might have waged

““is he, one that hath said: ‘I shall devour Jacob and 59

m and his teachings. It is also said that he styles
imself in tters as ‘I, your God, Sabbatai Zevi.’
Woe to the ears that have heard these things, and woe-
thé'éié&"tﬁitmhéﬁé’ seen them! For this is blasphemy
nd tatinting of the Lord, of which it has been said:
The fires of Gehenna shall be quenched, but their

sand? ' Who knows, perhaps Sabbatai Zevi intends to .
‘become the idol of an idolatry, like Mahomet and all ’

‘war upon him, the war of God, until he were utterly
destroyed. But, to our sorrow, we know not the man
and cannot, until we do, confront him with proof
positive; ‘we must in the meantime wait to see what
he day will reveal. And though many and great men
rr about him; I swear by the living God that Sab-
‘batai Zevi is not our Messiah, for whom our eyes have e
yearned these nigh two thousand years. For falsehood SUEII
and deceit drip from his lips. An inciter and a seducer

lay waste his habitation,” and of certain he shall.
meet his downfall. For who then has ever risen
against the Eternal One of Israel and prospered?
Bitter will be his end, and all the execrations of God
in the twentysixth chapter of Leviticus and the
twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, and all the
curses which Joshua visited on Jericho will certainly
fall on his head, Amen, so be His will.

“Nor would I have written all these things, for the
time is not yet ripe and we must in the meantime

~lean upon forgers of letters and spinners of moon-

beams (as mentioned above). But by chance the neiws

rcached me that there has come to your holy com-

munity a man, one Itche Mates by name (as his name .

is, so'is 1 “olly his namie is, and folly is with him). =~ =

And this forger and seducer doth give himself outto .-
great ma e way of all who practice to

‘pit and digged it for young

htrverrisiral
st Lavalas.

bath’ (with 2 rat in his
ortifies his body with all manner of morti-
he says and does to Tead proper peo-

_ple into error and to seduce them from the path of
righteousness, and to cast them into the lowest pit of

- heresy. Of such men King Solomon, the wisest of all

- where the sole of his foot treads, he gives out cures

_into the vineyards of cabala and emerge unharmed.

men, hath justly said: ‘None that go unto her return,

neither do they attain unto the paths of life." For this

man works not through the power of God, but rather
through that of the Evil One. He doth work magic.

He doth consult with ghosts and his staff declareth

unto him, and he hath made a covenant with demons.

This has been revealed by the great ones, the kings of

the world—and who, say, are the true kings of the = .
world? They are our masters, the rabbis. Every place

and amulets to heal the sick and drive “out ‘evil -
spirits, like those masters who were able to ‘venture
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. The hair of my flesh doth stand up, for the devils take
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“stand its allusions and - ‘mysteries, have searched his

‘the names of demons and demonesses, of hobgoblins

~and brazen hounds (God help and shield us!). And

‘not only have his amulets been of no avail, they have

“",f"mstead brought mnocent children, that had not be-

~fore tasted of sin, as well as pure-hearted men, to die

ing their vengeance on them both in this world and in
the world-to-come. For they attach themselves to the
soul and do it all manner of filth. The rabbis, God-
fearing and perfect souls, have often warned Itche
Mates to cease his practices—for one must warn the
culprit before punishing him. But he mocks in his
heart the utterances of the righteous. He howls like a

hound with his mouth, and finds a2 hundred and fifty
arguments with which to declare the unclean clean;
but in secret he clings to Satan and to Lilith, and
offers up sacrifices to them. To demons he doth sacri-
fice, not to the living God. His pocket is full of forged
letters from the greatest men of the generation, and
his lips drip with deceit. With a tongue of blandish-
‘ment he doth speak and the poison is under his gums.
To make matters worse, this false prophet is forever

n -melancholy, whose TOO0t 1s ]ust ~as has ‘been

to see, that he may know that there is a- }udge';'éhd

~ Jjustice in the world, and that Israel is no w1dower
¥ LM Py PN

- For the waters are come in even unto the soul, ‘and -
there is no longer the strength to suffer these hypo- -

crites and prophesyers, who would tear down- the

branch of Judah—that is, the disciples of the wise— |

and do away with them utterly. This sheet is too short,
and not all things can be said. Give to the wise man
and he will be yet wiser, understanding one thing
from another. And God shall stand at our side and
cleanse the world from the scum of the serpent and
the poison of the basilisk. With this I put an end to
words and conclude with a broken and a contrite
heart, and with faltering knees.




‘—From me, who am the sm'ﬂlest of men, the tail
ol the fox, the threshold to be trodden by the wise.
A worm am T, and no man, one to be mocked and

:_esplsed by all: jacob the son of the holy Rabbi
Nachum (blessed be the memory of the’ Tighteous!), -
nce the head of the holy commumty of Pintchev, and »

‘now resident in the holy community of Lublm (God
‘protect and shield xt!) "
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Rabbi Benish Prepares for War “
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: 'eavy load, and he would nap”

Nd]e of the mght he w r)uld de-

the floor.. No matter ho oftcn his dinner was !)rmwhz
o him from the kitchen, he would let it grow cold, .
" until finally it had to be carried off, still untouched.:

ahcad of him with wooden lanterns to light the way, .

ed the Book: of the Creation to drive off evil spmts. -
h, he. took of[ lns clothes and =

1is was unusual for him: Waking his =~
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y wrote this declaration on
his'goose quill, and ordered the wit-
ames to it. For many days after-
e town was full of whispering about this
e did not understand the meaning of
the Book of the Ford of the Jabbok,
pass:'ége’jexplaining that Samael comes
n with a drawn sword in his hand,
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essiah. Someone saw Mordecai
ck of clay up the stairs. Of

that he experienced an
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aring a silk dress, a kerchief on
and of beads that belonged to
er face was pale, and wry, her large bril-
e fuli of tears. To divert the bride and
raise her spirits, the women enthusiastically praised
er"'ﬁéauiy,‘xs”tfc)ked her hair, and quickened her with
spoonfuls. of moldy citrus preserve. Reb Itche Mates,
in a silk kaftan, sat surrounded by his followers at
the men’s table. The oven was stoked, so that the
walls sweated, and the tall candles in the earthen
~ candlesticks melted so fast that the wicks needed fre-
- quent trimming. Reb Itche Mates was in high spirits,
his face flushed, eyes bright. Alluding often to the
mystery of holy sexual union, he expounded new
cabalistic combinations and permutations of holy
- letters, while doling out portions of brandy and
. spiced wine. So elated did he become that he told the o
~women to dance, to amuse the bride-to-be. At this
Chinkele the Pious stood up and ordered the table
. ‘pushed aside. A Bohemian, she followed that coun-
try’s customs. The young women mocked her and
guffawed, but Chinkele did not seem to hear them.
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o woys e - Extending her thin arms in their wide, gathered
TTOMT 50yp yIDp ONT DOWMKD "7:'“& FEIAD yzy ~sleeves, she put her small head to one side, circled

about and sang in Old Yiddish: -
Protect, Lord God, this bride and groom;

' _séé;f!hé’Més.‘:’iah soon. - .-

The Holy Presence, Lord God, wed - S

he eek the marriage bed. -
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he Pious wanted them to dance
women were bashful and, crowd:
the threshold, they pushed one another
kele tried to dance with the bride, but
wse of Rechele’s lameness' had to desist. Then,
et forehead with his sleeve, Itche Mates
proached Chinkele. He drew his hand-
rom his breast pocket, held one corner of it,
o Chinkele, speaking out of the side of his -
as not to address her directly: “Take a cor- A
asing to the blessed God for us to dance S

tes pulled up the tails of his kaftan,
hite linen trousers and the fringes of

vering his eyes with his left hand,
crape his feet. Like a bride at the bridal
ele lifted the train of her ruffled satin
ng dress and hopped back and forth in her
he sparkling beads on her bonnet
low cheeks were flushed red, and
ripped from her eyelids. At first every-
‘amazement. Some even doubted

was not sinful levity. But soon they were
ing that this dance was not a simple one:
things were transpiring. So profound did the
that candle flames could be heard
ring. Men crowded close together, staring with
pen eyes. A tall, starved-looking young
ith'a prominent Adam’s apple, swayed vio-
ough in prayer and, wringing his fingers
til the knuckles cracked, he grimaced and squinted.-
lecai Joseph stood in a corner leaning on
ch. His tousled beard burned, his eyeballs
green, torrents of sweat poured down his
his' whole body jerked spasmodically. For
urs on end the two danced without wearying. Their
ed to be reaching for the higher spheres.
eanwhile leaned against the edge of a bed,
ering her face as though she were secretly
Idenly, dragging her lame leg, as though to
ward, she pulled herself up and fell to laugh-
violently ‘and ‘so loudly that everyone was
tled. Before anvone canld reach her, she had
d she lay choking with sobs. Her eyes glazed,
-arms. and legs contorted, foam ran from her
outh. She shuddered, twisted, and a vapor
ose from her as from a dying ember.
eb Itche Mates noticed nothing: the kerchief still
is hand he danced on, his feet stumbled over each
like a drunken man’s. His face glowed with
-enthusiasm, his silk coat was wringing wet;
eads of sweat ran down his beard and glided over his

; DRIWLD PR ThaYM
DYIPES BYT IR T WY 1
YURE PR IUREYIBKIR !
ST JOTIND TR BED YT b
TIRDIPTIWTY PWIR S
DI, JUSRAIR 1Y) 9y S
IR DM LRI PR Y Py

open chest. His sash had fallen off, one of his kaftan
ails trailed on the drenched floor, his head was
urned up and tilted, as though he constantly stared
it something beyond the ceiling.

" Unable to restrain himself any longer, Reb Mor-
decai Joseph groaned, pounded the floor witl his
-crutch, and suddenly began to hop about, sobbing
and yammering: “Dance, men! Let’s not delay! The
lvine compaty await us!”
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" Nevertheless, he could not fall asleep. A whistling

“heard from above, as though someone were moving
~ heavy things about. Though the clay oven was stoked,

- mouths. Several voices were debating stubbornly.and

“The Others” drive

It was after mldmght' In the brlght mght that’ lay
over Goray a wind blew, a strong wind that swept
away the dry snow and bore it off to pile up in -
mounds. The frozen earth was bared; trees shook off -
their winter white; branches broke; moss suddenly ap-
peared on the housetops. In the very middle of the
winter the roofs faced the world, with all their rotten
shingles and patches. Crows awoke and cawed
hoarsely, as at some unexpected sorrow. Snowflakes
whirled through the air like wild geese. Between
dark, plowed clouds, full of pits and holes, a faceless -

moon rushed through the sky. One might have
thought the town had been doomed to a sudden al-
teration that had to be completed before the rising of
the morning star.
That night Rabbi Benish lay down to sleep later
than usual on the bench bed in his study. In his
white trousers and prayer vest he lay, resting on three
~feather-soft pillows, and covered with a comforter.

and a howling . rose ‘from the hearth, and now and
then in the stagnant air a sigh as of a soul in torment.
The rafter, piled high with ancient holy volumes no
jonger fit for use, shuddered, and dull thuds were - =

and the windows shut and sealed with braided straw,
a cold gust blew through the air, chilling Rabbi Ben- -
ish’s old limbs. -

Rabbi Benish attempted to concentrate on Torah v
as he usually did when sleep had deserted him. But -
tonight his thoughts ran too rapidly, crowded close on -
one another, tangled. He pressed his eyelids down .
over his eyes, but they opened again of their own ac- '
cord. Half awake and half asleep, his ears caught the
sound of speech that seemed to be issuing from many

hotly. It was the same old everlasting wrangling about
Sabbanl Zevi and the end of days that had . ‘been

awake, sat up, and tremmmg
“W ho s there?"

“Who are you?
“Grunam. T
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Rabbi Benish could not believe his” ears. Had
hings gone ‘this far in Goray? Without delay and si-

stumbled ‘against the table edge and ‘hurt himself.
His legs were unusually torpid; a tremor crossed his

back,stabbmg:cﬂ;at his spine. For the first time in

~ ‘many years Rabbi Benish fell into a fit of coughing.
- Old Grunam's eyes shone like those of a cat.
. “Rabbi, forgive me,” he began again.

~ ““Come,” Rabbi Benish almost shouted. “Quick!”
' Weak-kneed, Rabbi Benish pulled up his collar. He
~expected darkness outside, but it was bright as twi-

. “light. An icy wind immediately gripped him and took
- his breath away. Thin needles of snow or rain—it was
Y ynpa bym px - VMPossible to tell which—began to sting his face,
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- which immediately swelled. His forehead and eyelids
tifiened and became bloated. Rabbi Benish looked
bout him, as though unable to recognize the town,
‘and wanted to take Grunam'’s hand, so as not to slip
nd fall. But all at once a great hoarse wind rushed
pon him, thrusting him - back several steps, and be-
gan to drive him downhill from behind. His fur hat,
or - his head, flew high in the air like a black
ird, crookedly plunged to the earth, and began to
oll ‘madly straight toward the well. Rabbi Benish
d of his -"s'i‘\u'!flv cap with both hands, and the
ground wavered beneath him. ER
srunam!” Rabbi Benish shouted, in a stranger's

:-L'ate‘r;b't“lv{évb‘bvi: Bemshdld not know hlmself how it

- had all happened. Grunam began to run after the

sable hat, racing down the steep incline; then, as
though attempting to cover the hat with his body, fell
and rose to fall again. He rolled down the hill and
all at once disappeared entirely, as though carried off.

Casting a terrified glance over his shoulder, Rabbi
Benish realized that evil was abroad and tried to re-
turn to his house. But at that moment his eyes were
filled as with sand. The skull cap fell from his head,
the tails of his coat billowed, and ‘began to drag him
he storm’seized him, bore him aloft for- short
distance, as on wings, and then cast him ‘down with -
ence that in the urmoil he could hear his -
' estige of his ¢

dent must have taken a few seconds. .
vith the ur hat, but he
He was certain that
o the house and began 1o
‘but there was no answer.
srunam fell to ‘shouting at the

he rabbi! Helpt”
- The first to respond was the rabbi’s wife; then his

o daughters-in-law and grandchildren sprang from
- sleep. Running outdoors half naked, they roused the

town with their frightened cries. At first no one could
understand what had happened. Terror had de-
prived Grunam of speech; instead, he gestured and
blinked like a mute. Doors opened on every side.
Many of the townspeople feared that marauders had
descended on the town, others thought there was a
fire. A full half hour passed before Rabbi Benish was
found half covered with snow near a chestnut tree

'ty he began to dress. In the darkness he found his
rousers, put his fur coat over them, and even located o
is broad sash. Several times chairs fell; Rabbi Benish- o

backward. His head spun-and he choked. Suddenly




onie twenty paces from his home. The rabbi’s wife
ainted when she saw what had happened, and all the-
women began to lament at once. But Rabbi Benis]
nd’t"_dféad. ‘Several men lifted the groaning rabb
‘bore him into the study. His face was blue and -
1,-his right m broken or dislocated. One ‘eye
‘though' pasted together. A ‘vapor rose -
covered beard, and his body shook fe-
e asked him qQuestions, shouting ‘into
ut he did not answer. With difficulty his
moved and he was put to bed. The
hite with the pain, and Ozer's wife
ith vinegar. Someone else rubbed
iﬁp‘ls and blew on his face, to revive
0 brighten the room, one of those who had
unning up lighted the braided candle re-
erved fdi"‘,th’e'Sa'bbath night ceremony; the candle
tvi't]i"'a"51l!0ky fire.
had happened soon became known to those
rothal feast. Most of the assembled imme-
ff, the women stealing out individually.
already gone out. Only a few damp
ider the tripod spread a flicker-
‘wet, the benches and tables
verturned, the ceiling dripped
nd charred embers, as after
Rechele had still not come to,
P. her hair wild and her teeth
P us kept trying to revive
B]i‘i‘ﬁ.‘sc,"iil’ﬁ(:!asping hooks,
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“her lips and at the
nately ‘and - pleading
is face turned to the
ﬁﬁg.:;:;.-. Reb Mor-
unk half a jug full of aqua
‘trying to get him to
"l"‘t'li;";pleasure at his

“Benish’s canopy bed
the oven had been “stoked so
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' . ddy, and it reeked of s

Sl 2OPR PR yomymRags b was wet and mu y, .
T e P e v ’ medicines. The citizens of Goray milled about -the
sickroom, careworn, chewing at their beards, rubbing
their foreheads, and loudly debating what was to be
done. Women with filthy kerchiefs on their heads
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__h uddled drearlly ogether, w}nspermg “in _corners
< blowing their noses in their aprons, and stgilmg aloud
“The table where the rabbi had studied the Torah for .
~more than half a ¢
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. _-even more than usual, her hairy chin kept shaking.
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e T 2930 031 oYY oagn v no LTI L b _she went. The rabhi's daughter—the widow-—and his

~elder daughter-in-law ran to the study house every
. few hours to supplicate God ancw and to light fresh

. B :mdl(‘s Togcther, they rushed up the steps leading
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-~ vice, and retumed’wath mlmerous ‘home <
to'app y to thc wound, dog fat to smear - o
w-green salves, mustard plaster. .
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: Con it malodorous

ntury had been moved aside; the -
doors of the”bool\chest ‘were ‘wide open; the spindly
egs of the antique 1airs cracked and spht under the

cemed suddenly to be amiss. The sick man lay in his

~ bed under two comforters, his velvet coat on his legs.
:;'-Persp:ratnon beaded his high, bruised forehcad, his
-eyes were closed, and his beard tangled like flax. His

whole appearance had changed.
~The rabbi’s house was greatly disordered. The

j""*‘_rabb: wife moved about with her head bound and

red eyes swollen with crying. Her shoulders stooped

to-the T'orah Ark, opencd the door to implore the pure

‘Torah scrolls, and cried so p!teously that the young

n .thc etudy house wept to lrear them. (,ommon

ed to' the Sabbatal Zevi sect, forgot the differ-
ences wzth lns father and joined the other vmtors in

the sick room. On]y Ozer, the tabbi's eldest, was not
there; he sat in the kitchen, after his fashion, filching
from the pots on the fire food which, in his panicky
haste, he swallowed unchewed. Every now and then
Ozer would come rushing into the sick room with a
sooty face, jostle his way through the crowd, to con-
fusedly ask of all and none: “What’s happening? No
better?”

What cures were not attempted! They tried soak-
ing the bad arm in hot water, to soften it, but that

only scorched it. They applied seething salt, but that =

made it worse. The keeper of the poorhouse, an ex-- -
pert at nursing the sick, insisted that the arm was
only dislocated, and she tried to snap it back into its
socket, but Rabbi Bcnnh famt(d with the pain. His
grandchildren ran from house to house askmg for ad—

Ilun(‘y cak

ed women vxth’iheadkerchlefs hlgh on"ﬁ-i"

, nto"’basms so that the sick
team; they filtered the water
hrougt s:eves and hghted glowing coals, as women

‘ont the eve of Passover when cleansing the Passover

' dlshes The room smelled of smoke, charred stones,

and the ritual of the purification of the dead. When-
ever anyone asked the sick man how things were with
him, he would open a corner of his eye, look strangely

unaccustomed welght of the visitors, and- everytlung
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‘seen. Boys ran outdoors to be on the lookout for th

. could be the messengers or a sleigh hauling wood.
“Since the disappearance of Reb Eleazar and Leib
- Banach, everyone lived in terror. Already the mes

“the rabbi's wife, prepared to scream and weep. Eat-

- They gossiped ‘that Nechele, his daughter-in-law,
MTOIIET JTOWI DPIIPY PR WIPT 7OONN DR WA WY

- -that the spirits wer ‘gathering together. Later, at the
~ very mome

) ”'f"ff*‘"(:'ouxe:Under,any-»c:rfc‘l‘mi'st:ince and that they had had
1 to get him deac ~drunk and drag him all the way. He

- skin coat with he wool side out. His tremendous hat
 was pushed authoritatively back over his white curls.

- led into the room where Rabbi Benish lay; the door

v _,,-l_ooked at Rabbi Benish as though the rabbi were only
-+ pretending to be ill. The moment the peasant grasped
.~ his bad arm Rabbi Benish began screaming and twist:

peasant pulled so violently they heard the bone crack.
“His drunken face turned blue ‘with ‘the strain and
~with sudden wrath. Rabbi Benish gagged and fainted
-=~they were barely able to revive him. The peasant
. fell into a murderous rage and grabbed a vessel and
~“smashed it to the earth.

messengers and the peasant. Each of them came bac
‘with another reply. Somewhere far away, on‘a hill
dot came into sight, but it was uncertain whether i

sengers’ wives sat with flushed faces in the kitchen of

ing thickly buttered Lread, they sighed like widows.
Though it was fiercely cold outdoors, knots of women
stood about the market place, hunched in shawls, hud-
dling together and as anxious as though waiting for a
funeral. Their feet, thrust into men's great boots,
kept up a constant dance. Their faces, prematurely
aged, were pale with the frost and the new terror
whose shadow was slowly deepening over the town.
cpeated the same refrain:

ccatise of ‘the others,’ the demons.”

(s :,i]i‘é f()'th to blame.”

\abbi Benish. One woman had with

1 Nechele in secret confabulation
vitch Kinnegunde. All the women knew
for certain that Nechele had a magical elf lock in the

ep all night, she had heard the noise
ring in the wind, and had concluded

aughter, mocking and clapping
they had avenged themselves on hu-

peasant healer finally arrived. The

d that the peasant had refused to
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His small eyes were red and always smiling. He was

was opened wide in his honor, as though he were a
great physician. The old man rubbed his hands joy-
fully together, and began to hec-haw and skip about.
His toothless mouth babbled something foolish and
sly.

“He wants another cupful,” one of the messen-
gers confided to the rabbi’s wife.

They poured the pcasant half a cup. He took a
piece of dry cheese out of his pocket, bit it, and tears
of pleasure rolled down his cheeks. Then he ap-
proached the sick bed to show what he could do. He

ing in his bed "a‘s*ﬁvt‘li'(‘)ugh to tear ‘himself free. “The
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“'to take him home.
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- ‘Devﬂs in lmman shape! he screamed, and his

at the sick man S
~With dlfﬁcu!ty they'managed to get the peasant
out of the sick room and persuade him to return to
‘his village. Afraid he might collapse in some ficld and
'_lfreere to death, ’le was 5o drunk—and that the peas—
" ants might then accuse the Jews of killing him;, and

- descend upon the town, they found a man who agreed

“'Meanwhile, nlght fell and, with it came a [rost
“more bitter than any the old folks could remember.-
~Water [roze in the well, and the pail cracked. An ice
“hill formed up to the very rim of the well, and it was

- dangerous to go near it, for one false step was enough

cried with the cold. As always on a night like this,
‘there ‘were numerous accidents and evil afflictions.

““Infants would suddenly begin to choke, lose their

~men’s jackets, bundled up in double layers of shawls,
and went seekmg women who could avert the evil eye

In Rabb1 Bemsh s room the company gradualty
thinned out, until everyone had left; the room looked
like an inn just emptied of guests. Ever since the
peasant had tried to push his arm back into-its socket;
the rabbi’s suffering had grown greater every minute.
The flesh of his bad arm had swollen, became puffe
and had a fat, ugly smoothness about it; it was steam
ing with heat. Late at night Rabbi Benish grew deliri-
ous with pain. He demanded that his wife pay him in
full the one hundred and fifty gold pieces that his
father-in- Iaw had pledged Then sndden¥y he "’vmtcd

burst into tears. Rabbi Benish' opened: ne eye
to hxmse!f momentanly,,

want to He in“the:
Early the nex
stood before th
dressed and -
whole b"z’iii"l
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~feet in th of
diligently tended to the abashed Rechele: they gave .

~-male children
“small sheep’s
-silly children;

The day of Reb Itche Mates’ wedding. For thre
days, engaged in a constant round of mortlﬁcatlons,
he had not taken so much as a spoonful of warm-
watcr into his mouth. Nights, without removmg his
clothes, he sat with his {eet in a bucket of cold water
to keep him awake and mumbled perpetually. For
days on end he strayed somewhere in the hills, sink-
ing to his knees in the snow, as though he sought for
someone in the white, luminous fields. The cold

~baths had made his voice hoarse; his cyes were
f..overcast and cxtmgulshed like a blind man’s. On his

ric ‘Reéchele had shown no
She hstened ‘submissively

Sabbath before tbe
further signs of rc

versed in the laws
and had read ‘tlifo

: hot yamsh Chinkele
the Pious dally for hours nd instructed Rechele
in morality, stroked her head, and ‘kissed her with
cold lips, as though Rechele were her own daughter.
The previous evening, Rechiele had been taken to the
bathhouse for the first time. As they always did at a
virgin's first visit, the b:mdn -n followed her, play-
ing a merry dance tune. 'A 'number of women accom-
panied Rechele, forming a c1rcle around her that she
might not be contaminated by encountering a dog or
a pig on the way. Vulgar street boys shouted jewd words
and obscenities after her. In the bathhouse Yite the
Attendant took charge of Rechéle, undressed her, and _
felt her loins and l)reziSt§'td”detcr'mine whether she
might be barren. With great care, Yite cut the nails
of Rechele’s hands’ and feet, so that there mlght be no

barrier to the water at fR’echele s xmmersxon, combed
her long hair with a wooden comb, and scrutinized
all the unseen places of Rechele’s body for an abscess
or horny skin. Women with shaven heads or badly
shorn hair, veteran bathers, sauntered comfortably
about, perfectly at home; stark naked, with breasts
hanging li lumps of dough, with mxghty hlps, and
loose bellies: from contmual!y carrying and giving
birth. Waddlmg about they familiarly splashed their
' water on the stone floor and

her advice: oh' how to arouse her husband’s desire

“and ‘taught her what luck-charms to use to conceive
“The very young women, with their
eads, played in the bathhouse like - -
touchmg Rechele’s unshorn hair in o
‘amazement, chasing one another about, and being
" generally frivolous. In a corner of the bathhouse the
healer tapped veins, set leeches, and fastened sucking

cups. The floor was as bloody as a slaughter house.
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 gared into the
““drawn as after a long illness. In the house two cooks
~busily ‘baked white bread and honey cake, cut out
" cookie dough, dipped feather brushes in oil and egg
- yolks, poured honey, and crushed almonds in a pestle.
- Fish and meat had been fetched from a neighboring
~“town. The great pots steamed, and the women kept

,';iemoVing the scum with wooden ladles and trying the
~broth, to make sure it was tasty. They had baked a

a fast.
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- paid in paper pennies for each number. Rechele sat
‘in her bride’s chair, wearing a white satin dress and -

 plush hat with earlaps,

hat day, and in the afternoon would
ippur confession, since all one’s sins
were forgiven on one’s wedding day, as they were on
ippur. Her - thin lips were white; her eyes

h }vdi‘éiénce. Her face was livid and

long white bread and braided its two narrow tapering
ends; holding this loaf they would dance to meet the
bride and groom after the ceremony; it was decorated
with various good luck tokens: ladders, birds, wheels.
Seamstresses sat on ‘the bed putting the last touches
to the white satin bridal dress and underclothes. The
needles flashed between  their much-pricked fingers.
Their glances were Jowered to their work but their
genteel n)outiié’;Siiiilétl'}incessantly and grimaced at
the (ronstnllt"‘ﬁ()ski‘ji'(’)’f"'ft"lre cldest of them,. a widow. -
Everywhere were long sheets with red tooth-shaped
fringes on the hems, embroidered pillow cases, and
lace-edged underclothes. The new linens crackled in
the women’s hands, and dazzled the eyes, like the
snow outside the window. The house smelled of cin-
namon, raisins, and preparation for the feast that ends

In the evening the girls began to congregate at Re- |
chele’s house. The floor was sprinkled with yellow
sand, and a few tallow candles were burning. The

healer and his son, strumming on their fiddles, were

orrowed jewelry. Around her neck hunga thickgold -~
hain. From her pierced ear lobes dangled two long - v
‘earrings, black with age, their stones clouded. Two -

irls who were still almost children sat on either side
* Rechele. They e her bridesmaids, and

jester could be found in: Goray, -
‘Doodie, ‘apoor shoemaker

so ambiguous it was impossible
o tell whether he wished to make people merry or
ad. His good eye remained fixed; the one with the
‘tumor kept blinking rapidly. Doodie imitated women

bleated Tike a goat. The girls nudged one another and
giggled. They performed first the Mad Dance and
then the Scissors Dance and the Water Dance, lifting
their dresses as though to cross a puddle. Like stran-
gers they averted their eyes. It was some time before
they agreed to accept the pieces of honey cake which
were their due; they tasted only a single berry of the
jam set before them. Because the fool did not jest,
some of the girls upbraided him; others flirted with
the player, who wore an effeminate jacket and a -
and who kept making vulgar




h. The girls scolded }
1ng their fingers at hi , convul
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oached, accompanymg the groom w ho came to cover
he bride’s head. They could be heard already on the
;stﬁifs.’v"a’n'd'”th’é“gi'r‘l's’ tried to lock the door against -
‘them. But the door was forcibly pushed open and the
‘men-entered, drunk and in high spirits. They soon
filled the house. Elbowing the women aside, so that -
~Reb itche Mates might not have to pass among
“them, his companions made a path for him, crying

haughtily, “Women, to one side! Let us throught
Girls—g0 home!”

K-

whano As is the custom at weddings, when frivolity is tol-

crated, a few young women screamed. Reb Itche
Mates entered, in a borrowed fur coat which drageged
behind him on the floor and wearing a sable hat that
~fell over his eyes. Before covering the bride’s head he
“recited an interminable prayer. Rechele cried out
only once. When Itche Mates covered her head, a
rain of raisins and almonds fell on her, and all the
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e nw”'#" ‘women sobbed and blew their noses. The fool stood
-on tiptoe at the door so as to be seen, -despite “his
smallness, and chanted in a melancholy way: -
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“The haidamaks slaughtered and martyred us.
They murdered young children, they ravished
women. e
. Chmelnicki slit open bellies, he sewed cals in-
side, (because of our sinsf). ‘
- This is why we wail so loudly and implore -
Revenge, O Lord, the blood of thy slaughtered
saints!” o
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- A woman suddenly fainted, and they poured water -
over her. A boy suflocating in the crowd screamed in
fright. Someone stumbled over the water"mh‘)’}A3_:Ves- ‘
sel broke. And then the groom was escorted to the
bridal canopy, which stood between the prayer house
and the old cemetery. Small mounds filled the prayer
touse court, marking the graves of school children
‘who in 1648 had died martyrs” deaths at the hands of
“haidamaks and Tartars rather than change their
faith and be sold into slavery. 'The groom; in mem-
-ory of the day of death, put on a white robe like a
shroud and a white mitre. He had sprinkled with
~ashes the spot on his forehead where the phylacterics
*usually rested. Hunched under the canopy Reb Itche
Mates hid his eyes with a kerchief. The four men who
were holding the canopy poles shuffled their feet to
keep warm and blew on their hands. Mischievously
an urchin thrust his grandmother’s knitting needle -
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mto the grooms buttoeks
uch as move, and the boy's arms fell to his side. For -
a’long time all were still, Fragments of ancient monuy.
ments loomed above the decrepit fence surrounding
the cemeteéry; in serried ranks thcy tose ‘above om%
another. Then suddenly the red leaping flames of
v»‘;bralded candles approached, and all became’ merry,
- To the tune of a bridal canopy march played by the
‘healer and his son, the bride - ‘was led forth. Girls in
“white,. ‘bearing wax candles,
-which Rechele passed. Com
‘more markedly than usual;

‘had to drag her. Levi, Reb Benish's younger son, he -
‘that ‘belonged to the Sabbataj Zevi sect, was the
‘master of the sacrament. Pale with the fear of punish-
‘ment that he, not Ozer, was filling his father's place,
: the narrow glass in his hand trembled, and the wine
spllled over his fingers, as he chanted tearfully:
- “Blessed ; art thou, O Lord, who has sanctified us b
.;,_thy commandments . . . who has sanctioned unto uz

by the rite of the canopy
- Blessed art thou, O Lord,

The groom dzd not so:.

formed two rows through
pletely veiled, she limped
the bridesmaids almost

s ! such as: are wedded to us
- -and the sanctification. .
- creator of ‘men.”

 The Scuen Days of Benediction

It was now three nights since they had led the bride
and groom to the marriage bed, and Rechele was still
a maiden. Early each morning, after Reb Itche Mates
had left for the study house, the two women who had
given the bride away came, along with a few other
interested matrons, to discover whether Reche]e and
her husband had as yet known each other. ‘Ashamed,
Rechele hid under the bolster, but that did ; not bother
them, for was she not an orphan, with no mother to
look after her? And so they uncovered her, and ex-
“amined her slip and bedclothes carefully, their faces

.reddemng as they piously went about their work
‘Each day they would ask the same question: "Well
have you been together? Has he lain with you?

“The crows were already proclaiming the news
from the rooftops to the amusement of the frivolous
in Goray. As for Rely Itche Mntes, he began to prav
‘behind the oven in the study, hiding his face in his
- prayer shawl, so that his devotions might not be dis-
“turbed by the grimaces of ruffians and apprentices.
The followers of Sabbatai Zevi saw that measures had
to be taken and Reb Godel Chasid brought Itche
“Mates home with him for the express purpose of feed-
ing him roasted garlic and saltless peas, food that
would make a man potent. Rechele also received in-
struction, Nechele explaining to her the ways of arous-
ing lust in a husband. And for seven nights, as was the
custom, bride and groom were led to the marriage
chamber and all waited expectantly for the consum-
mation. During this period, the time of the Seven
Benedictions, all the members of the sect gathered to-
gether at the evening meal. Rechele still wore her
white bridal canopy dress and jewelry, for she was
still 'a bride. She sat shyly on her chair while the
shoemaker : passed lewd remarks to Touse everyone's
s‘pmts Reb Ttche Mates ‘wore ‘a coat of satin. His -
forehead was’ flushed, and he was forever ‘wiping the
perspiration from his face with his pocket handker-
chief. He scarcely touched the dishes set before him,. -
nd what he did eat he swallowed with revulsion.
‘ -The food seemed to stick in his throat. When the sub-




,,Ject of mantal relauons came up he would shake h]s,‘..‘: i
’ ead his’ dead eyes blmkmg in terror. L -
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exhxb:t thexr )eammg, others kneaded
soft- bread into all kinds of birds and beasts. Those
‘who could smg did so, and ‘the bnght ornes’ thoutrht :
up new turns of pilpul. A few young men who were
»students of world affairs conversed about the ‘an
cient wars of which they had read in Josephus, as
~well as about the remarkable behavior of rich lords -
~-and knights and of the Polish nobleman Wisniewcki,
- “the friend of the Jews, who had impaled the hai-:
" damaks on wooden poles. They enjoyed discussing
* the great fairs in Lublin, where the rarest volumes
‘and manuscripts, precious gold and silver objects
could be purchased, and where the wealthiest men

from Poland, Lithuania, Germany, and Bohemia
sought -husbands for their daughters. One of the
young men even brought his fiddle along with him
-and played him Wallachian melodies. Amongst them
" Reb Itche Mates sat, ‘weary and alien, gazing obliquely
~over their heads. ‘Occasionally he would pull a hair
from’ his »beard ‘hold it close to his eye, stare at it
ong' nd’ﬁnaliy"place zt’carefully between the leaves
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l'3weepmg, he made his
'alked ‘innumerable times
lay in _bed waiting for him,
»th 1‘ weet talk and love, as
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lently, Reb Itche Mates lay down beside her
1is'body smelled of bathhouse water and corpses. He
warmed his frlgad hands between her breasts and his

_eb Itchi Mates' knees were bony and shxrp
med o

___»Long hair hke yours Naked Concuplécent ”
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~times, and went off again—until evening.
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comprehen51ble,
“he began to snore

‘as” though in mockery Suddenly "
:-’thh a }ong, shrlll ‘whi

Why do you snore so loudly? echele

che Mates listened, yet the snores contmued
though he'y w s awake. ’

‘Rechele was ternﬁed
o “Itche Mates!” she crled tummg from-
slck Stop frightening me!”

“He could not sleep all mght ‘He left the bed a
began washing his hands and splashmg water on the

floor, while muttering prayers and hummmg Toward :
dawn he stationed himself at the window and’ peered
through the cracks in the shutters for sign of light.

At the first hint of blue, he put on his clothes and -

left the house. Only then did Rechele sleep. Tor-
mented by dreams, she saw her father lying in a
field, empty-eyed and circled by a flock of vultures.
Uncle Reb Zeydel Ber came to Rechele also. He was
wearmg a bloody shroud, and he waved a long butch-
er’s knife in the air, and shouted angrily: “Your days
-are numbered! Descend, Rechele, descend into the
dark gravel” L

“:She rose in the morning altered as though by a mys-

terious disease, and it seemed to Rechele that the night
~had been longer than mghts usually were. She could

on no account remember what she had dreamed and

what she had experienced. Her head was heavy; her -

hair hurt, as though it had been pulled; there were
blue circles under her eyes, and her body ‘was black -
and bluc as though it had been pinched. Sts!ﬂy she
walked to the oven and rubbed the flints together un-
til the wick at last caught fire. Then she put a pot on
the tripod, but so forgetful was she that the food
burned. Reb Itche Mates returned from" ‘the study
‘house at noon, wearing a kerchief around his loins

-and stooping as he carried a great prayer bag. Select-
‘ing some dry bread from the kneading trough, he

‘washed his hands and w1pcd ‘them on the tail of his
kaftan, First he' dxpped the small piece of bread in
. alt then shook off some of the salt and dlpped the .

bread agam-uthus three times. Afterward he rubbed
-a'-clov o gari;c"lnto the crust A[ter the meal, he

s’lcep T here ‘was a red m':rk on his forehead, and his
eyes stared confusedly Rechele spoke to him, but he
scemed unaware of her presence, and did not respond.
Presently he stood up, kissed the doorpost sign three

- When the seventh day of the Seven Days of the
Marriage Feast was passed, Rechele was still a virgin.
Young women who spoke of it in the shops pitied
Rechele who, they said, had had “her head cut off
with no knife.” Everyone believed that sorcery had
prevented the bride and groom from consummating
their marriage. The fringes of Rechele’s shawl were
searched for knots, and the folds of her dress for

-hidden evidence of witchcraft. All the brooms were
.taken from her house and burned. The bridal bed-
<00 73R NID DU YLK LRA WX ,umsu " ding was smoked out and amulets were hung in every

~corner, to drive off evil : spmts ‘Led separately to the

bath Red Itche Mates was exammed by the men - for
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g f.:Gdd’s'"help,-”{;beén ‘revealed as the Meﬁéiahf ‘had " de-

~-who ruled the Land of Israel. Not through the might

“him to show the

Some time before the Feast of Purim there : in
Goray an ~emissary “with :,ama'zing,3'{fif:,‘.’-beWiiderir‘ig;

Sabbatai Zevi—he related—having already

fparte‘d for Stamboul to claim the crown of the Sultan’

of hosts had Sabbatai Zevi conquered, but through
the power of lords and prophets from the other side
~of the River Samation who accompanied him riding
on the backs of elephants, leopards, and water oxen. .

Sabbatai Zevi himself (may his name be praised!)
rode before them on a wild lion, wearing garments o
of purple and spun gold and numerous precious
stones that shone in the darkness. A sash of pearls gir-
dled his loins. His right hand clasped a scepter, and
he was fragrant as the Garden of Eden. The sea

~parted before him, as it had in days of old for our
‘Master Moses (peace be with him!), and he walked

upon dry land in the midst of the waters, he and
those that were with him. A pillar of fire went before
ray, and angels flew after him, sing-
nns in his praise. At first the kings and princes
“earth had dispatched hosts of giants with
vords ‘against Sabbatai Zevi, that they might
risoner. But a torrent of great stones

from heaven as had been promised for the day
Gog and Magog, and all the giants perished. The
vorld was astounded. The people of Judea were now
n high'repute. Princes and kings came to honor them
ind " prostrated themselves before them. Earth and
Teaven would rejoice on the day that Sabbatai Zevi
rrived in Stamboul. All the Jews would certainly
elebrate the Feast of Weeks in the Land of Israel.
"lié‘illoly Temple would be restored, the Tables of
e Law returned to the Holy Ark, and a High Priest
uld enter the Holy of Holies. Sabbatai Zevi, the
ould reign throughout the world. . . .
r of this news was no common person, no
ry traveler, but Reb Gedaliya, the ritual slaugh-
amosé, a man who was held in high re-
dividual of standing; Reb Gedaliya was tall,
vith 4 great belly and creases in his neck. His

evi sect, for he was renowned as a caba-
of his belief in Sabbatai Zevi that he

urchased cheaply in the nearby vil-
> people of Goray longed for meat.

led Reb Gedaliya respectfully into the
ated him at the eastern wall, and sum-
is 'sect to-a feast in honor of the famous man.
:'é‘]ﬁéf;'ﬂ:w_vho was one of the brotherhood,
sk of sour wine that had lain in his cellar

lise. Reb Gedaliya skillfully poured wine for himself
e ilver beaker, thrust his huge hairy hands
nto his embroidered sash, and enumerated the many

oylul happenings. o
_“He related how on the great German Sea Jews and -

Christians, alike had seen a ship whose sails and
ropes were of white sitk. The sailors spoke in the holy

e nnew Messiah which he himself had heard in para- =~
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nce rﬁote in all her former splendor. In -

any towns death had become unknown.
Reb 5'Gedahya said many other things, and the
ore_he_saxd the more flushed the faces of his lis-
teners became, and the more crowded and festive it
grew in the house. Nechele and the other women
who were serving the guest of honor shed tears of
joy and embraced one another. The men listened in-
‘tently so as not to miss a word. They stood shoulder
“to shoulder, muttering to themselves and trembling
-at the thought of the great days that were coming:
._’.:_’»-’Reb Godel Chasid sought to elbow his way through

~_the crowd so that he might look Reb Gedaliya in the =
““face but was swept off his feet. A boy fainted and
‘had to be carricd into the open air.'The eyes of the .~
}Young men were ahqht with hely enthusiasm, their
ar locks shook, and beads of sweat ran down their =~
oreheads. Althouqh evi had ‘gone to great lensths
o see that there should: be no commotion at the feast =
mcmbcrs of thc sect B
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become ‘more- p]easant in
"}Reb;Gedahya's ‘appearance. Despxte the’
as ‘sun:- ﬁl_led ‘The snowy hﬂls around
oray reflected sunlight, blinding ‘the eyes,
usly blending earth vuh sky The’al
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. Out of thelr old pantries
y salting boards and soaking -
i:"sk:mmmg ladles and chop knives. Once more
gathered about - the "cloven butcher “blocks,
had been unused and abandoned for ‘many
1tchers stood amongst them splitting marrow
vith sharp hatchets, and carving out the lungs,
nd ntestines. A bloody hide already hung
fence, to dry in the wind. Even the gentiles were
pleased, for now the fat backsides and tallow could
‘ught cheaply In the study house, where Reb
liya ‘came ‘to pray the third day after his ar-
rival, it was discovered that he did not recite prayers
g them. Three gold crowns decorated his
rkish'prayer ‘shawl; his skull cap was silver-
stltchcd'llke those worn on Yom Kippur. His snuff
aslnf bonc his pipe had an amber head, and a
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,:pouch held his tobacco. He pinched all the
boys’ cheeks lovingly and praised them to their
athers. For the scholars he had learned explications;
" ordinary people were delighted with his witticisms.
- After the prayers he sent out for a quart of whiskey
-and a honey cake. He sliced the cake himself with
 his small knife, which had a mother-of-pearl handle,
and dealt the slices out to each one according to his
years and situation, calling them all by name, and for-
getting no one. Extending his full, warm hand, he
- wished each “to meet soon, in Jerusalem, at the gate
of the Holy Temple.”
" Reb Gedaliya was a welcome newcomer to the
' ;cmzens of Goray, and he revived their declining
spmts His arrival was a sign that the town would
tise again. The Sabbatai Zevi sect led by Levi im-
‘mediately forgot ‘the melan(hoiy Itche Mates; and -
rusted their leadership to Reb Gedahya Necheie, _—
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"'menstruatlon.. Since commg to Goray, Reb
: Gedallya had saved many a soul With his amulets
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;_l)landmhments Wlth a long plpe constantly bctween

his ﬂeshy hps he watched everything that went on. |
The older women heaped blessings on him and said .
the Divine Presence was upon him. The young = |
women and girls blushed and became more diligent.
Smiling, Reb Gedaliya showed a mouth full of strong

he cxorc1sed evil Spirits from a house where they !nd R
dwelt and multiplied for years; he also restored the
power of specch a child who had been frightened
og. Reb Gedallyas plety and leammg'

were f'tmous
‘Levi was' still young, unaccustomed to thc yoke of
a ‘ccmg‘régzition’,“’and Reb Gedaliya bccame the ‘true
leader of Goray ‘He ruled on all the dnﬂicult casés,
and occupied himsell with ministering to the spirit--
ual needs of the community. With Levi he visited the

examined specimens of the grain, and went from -
house to house with a bag to collect for the poor.

Never since Goray first became a town had the rich .~ =~

given so much to the poor. Reb Gedaliya completely -
overwhelmed the wealthy with his smooth tongue,
and enchanted them with his grand manner. Two
weeks before the holiday the people of Goray began
to bake unlcavened bread. Reb Gedaliya himsclf
drew from the well the first bucket of water that
would be allowed to scttle overnight; he taught the

kneaders how to knead properly, the water pourers

how to pour, the hole punchers how to punch holes.
‘He even rolled up his coat sleeves, and, covered with
flour srood at the table bcs;de the women. He even

yellow teeth, and cried:
“Hurry, children! Next year we shall eat matzoth

in the Land of Israel! The angels will prepare it!”

On the Great Sabbath before Passover, after Levi's

- explication, Reb Gedaliya preached a sermon that
was {ull of admonitions and consolations.

» He re-
minded the congregation that the days of exile were
numbered and wamed them that the last souls who

thc Tomh m)rl the

ne. »,Men would be permitted
n Such encounters mtght even




A few days before Passover the’ village ‘runners
- brought a grear abundance of beasts and fowls into
~ Goray. These could be purchased for ver
~Reb Gedaliya  had ‘requested that ‘no"
“-.:spared, for ‘the coming Passover woui]

“one before tllé'v,f'?dé'xilp" ion. From
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: Gedaliya was surrounded by a
men and girls. The feathers flew
snow, and ‘were borne off in
women pushed and quarreled
From every ‘side hands were
ng pent fowl. Wings fluttered and beat,
d, fif:‘g'fa'c'c-s'and dresses. Bent over
d ‘tree, Reb Gedaliya accepted
speed and constantly
‘sadness, and his way of serving

v month o
sunny. - From “the hills
1e last traces of snow disappeared.
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the study house, where he
of the Sabbatai Zevi sect.
cad of ‘the table, he woré a white

i his head; his beard and ear
fffroih’-'the»bathh’t’mse. o
ere reflected in the gold-stitched
In scams of ‘the sleeves, in the
; asses, ‘and in - the
at with the menfoly,
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‘They mingled the un.
d with the mcats, the dumplings with
g nd drank together, like
“who was ‘a widower, hav-
his fourth wife, feaned “back at his ease
» Nowed chair and bade al] the boys ask the
Four Questions together; [urther, he permitted more
‘thait the prescribed four goblets of wine to be drunk.
- “Among those at the Seder in the study house were
~ Reb Itche Mates and his wife Rechele. Reb Gedaliya
seated Rechele at his right hand, and he told her of
the Messiah's wife, Sarah, who dazzled kings with her
loveliness. He informed her in confidence that Sarah
~ had once been an inmate of a brothel in Rome. He

“addressed Rechele courteously as though she were
.. _one of the sect.
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“an
~high; our Master, the holy rabbi and saint in whom

“Rechele;” he said, “the angels and seraphim are
nvious of your noble spirit. The root of your name
Rachel, and Rachel's beauty is yours.” o

From that night ‘on there was no end to the re-

oicing in Goray.

“Both the first- and ‘the second days ‘of Passover
ach man who went to the dais to recite his blessing
[ the Torah ‘was Tequired to add a special blessing
for Sabbatai Zevi, and the cantor chanted: o

"May He who bringeth aid to His kingdom, bless
d guard, assist and exalt, glorify ‘and raise on

we are saved, Sabbatai Zevi, the Messiah of the God
of Jacob.” B

Between the morning and afternoon prayers Reb
Gedaliya in his sermon commanded the people of
Goray to clear the dogs, cats, and other unclean beasts
out of their homes. The afternoon following the feast
there was dancing in the courtyard of the prayer
house, men and women circling together. Schoolboys
leaped like goats and sang: “The white doves preen

‘—The Messiah has been seen!” Powerful men carried

the lame Reb Mordecai Joseph on their shoulders;
young men whirled this way and that and engaged
in all sorts of nonsense. Even gentiles came to watch

-the Jews amuse themsclves. During the intermediate
2 days of the holiday, marriage contracts were written
D'P*TX IR DP1RORUND 1R 19708p OF 192778 OY PR jRubio s

A and good-luck ‘plates were broken in every house
EE ORI AMARTMTO DWOTR DD Wn P o0 yhR- i

where there was a girl over eight. Shortly after Pass-

"o over new tales of Sabbatai Zevi’s prowess circulated
in'Goray. . . ‘ .
- - It was said the Turks in Stamboul had attempted

to rise against Sabbatai Zevi, and he had taken ref-
uge in a fortress set aside for him since the Six Days
of Creation, after killing every one of them. He had
slaughtered the Passover offering and roasted it in
the fat, while Sarah, the Messial's wife, sat in the
Sultan’s chair, where she was served by caliphs and
pashas. Scholars and holy men had kissed her feet
and heard the mysteries of the Torah from her lips.
Wearing the crown of King David, Sabbatai Zevi had

- been surrounded by the Fathers, who had risen from
- their sepulchers .in the Cave of Machpaleh. Every

ay Sabbatai Zevi journeyed to the seashore to re-

ceive the potentates: who ‘arrived ‘in sailing vessels
O he of the ’Rive'r”Séination;'l}bringing _

old ‘and ecious ‘stones sent

¢ descended from

¢ sky. 'One night Rechele,
aw -seven “maidens  with

ly melody. Revealing her secret
"t'ély"sbs‘ét“dut to tell Reb

L

urned in a silver candlestick;

Fifty ki ights rode -

mn _of' 5't’h‘e' build- . B

then jug of wine; on a silver
Before Rechele could speak, -
nd ran to meet her with out-

.
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» Mldmghtof he _.fou‘rteenjth‘"day" of the month of
‘Sivan, in early June, Rechele lying in “her canopy
bed after a penitential fast (Reb Itche Mates - had
lodged in the study house overnight), heard a sound
as of the wind blowing and wings beating. A bright
red glow surrounded ‘her; Hames seemed to over-
whelm the house, and a voice called: .
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“Rechele, be strong and of good cheer! I am the -
Angel Sandalfon!” an awesome voice said. “For lo,
I'shall put thy tears into a gourd and bear them up
on high to the Throne of Glory. Thy prayers and
supplications have penetrated the seven firmaments,
roclaim in the ears of those that tremble
rd o[- God that the perfect and full redemp-
e at the new year. And to Reb Gedaliya,
y ‘man, thou shalt announce: ‘All the
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alled to Rechele, without inter-
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ly housc threshold than
rward on the earth. T hough in the
rayer, the worshipers ‘saw ‘Rechele fall,
n - Eighteen Benedictions were interrupted.
:R""b’_Cédziii'ya,‘fx’ﬂidWas putting away his phylacteries
in their silver container, dropped them in consterna.
iy tion. .Some men approached the woman, intending
byp to assist her, for they thought this some human afflic-
tion. But suddenly a voice issued from Rechele; it
resounded from wall to wall:
"0 Jews! Happy are you, and happy your souls! 1
~ have beheld a great light. At midnight the great and
awlul Angel Sandalfon came to me. He announced
wondrous things. At the time of the new year good
‘R shall come to us, for the godfearing shall gather in
3 - Jerus: em. Be strong and of good cheer, O Jews, and
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PR TPADE mp e e Y T - worthy, like Elijah, to behold the face of the Divine
o Presence.” " - :
- Rechele spoke in fits and starts, as though in her
sleen, Bt so resonant senc her voien thes e PR TP

nes in Yid-

And as for the saintly ‘man, Reb .. -

~him to" be revealed. For he is a godly “man, and -~
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for Rechele, as though she

cou!dbeheardthroughout the town, and the people . |

“of Goray came running. Shopkeepers deserted their

“their loins; women left sucklings in their cradles, and
lew breathless  into “the study house. Young men

~-and girls leaped up on tables, hung onto bookshelves,
- climbed the very walls -to see what was happening.
- Pranksters climbed into the study house through the

window, and someone accidentally knocked against

< the copper candelabrum, and there was a shouting

and a furor, for it was in danger of falling and causing
disaster. Hearing the news, an old paralyzed woman
who sat at her spinning wheel pulled on her dress
and ran to look at the prophetess. But so great was the
confusion that no one noticed this marvel. Mean-
while, Rechele, with arms and legs ‘extended, still
lay there, baring mysteries of mysteries, such as no
son of man had ever heard-—much less a- woman.
Calling by name angels and scraphim, she told of the
heavenly mansions and the lords ruling in each of
them; the cryptic passages in the Book of Daniel so
baflling to ordinary minds were explained by her—
it was clear to all that the spirit of prophecy had
entered inm'*{Rc(’lwlc. Several individuals fainted. A
shudder ran through the crowd, for no one in Goray
had cver witnessed anything like this, and it was in-
terpreted as a'sign that God had taken compassion on
his congi"égdéi(ih and the end of days was near.
Reb Gedaliya bent over Rechele, listening to the
voice and trembling with fear; his body had to be

supported by two strong men, for his legs had failed

him, and he shook as with fever. Only when Rechele
lay as though dead, did ‘Reb" Gedaliy
prayer shawl to cover her face
his arms to the dais. -~

So tightly was the study hall packed, the
even room for a pin. Howeve

h re her in

cserted her again, and
ail. Then, sighing, she grew
wough her soul had deserted her.
ghtened ‘up-and lifted his arms,

is silk coat flew open, the crown
vard, and his whole figure was
ve of Héﬁ‘ve‘n;: He resembled one
1en of old, a leader of Israel.

ed. e blessed God has worked a
or us! The Angel Sandalfon has
' the lips of Rechelel

hath kept us

‘shops, artisans rushed in with sack aprons circling

daliya gesture for a

ggle with a Cbih‘pulsio'n

us all recite the bene- -

', 'O Lord, our God, king of the
alive, and sustained us, =~
this day!” every mouth responded. o
‘ th the echo, and the very pillars L

- of the dais scemed to rock. : -




T o vy ! mbw WD YR
oo lEaw YR PR TR
PRODY MR MWD R pymy oga — 1 p b TR
D YIM IMIPE Syn PR — .wgpwywn'»ﬁy*’rk"‘nbii’"{b‘r‘i&“iyx‘i;}:
L Tubyn puagy T ppYNETIR byn TR

W AYI MR — IO YT M bR — !qo1*~~:1ﬁm";jf;‘%-
PR DUPY UDNTIWD L. D Y0AROII YT PO O BYT JOYURD PrDR
co LTIMY T ymRneToIRTY

Lo 7oyuwn YRR PR OWN —

DYITIRIYI [OVIDTIY Y BEA - | OYLRD YUDOR biym —
LYK WM BRD B3 LT PTUR WM LBROYMN T DR
YPTIWAR IR M DIWTHTYIRINR W UK PIP T LNy T
SR

TOMR WIMTEY PR SPn WT A0TaTId 1 by MY YR
TPYNE T MIPT 7PN 1333P3 DR BYN Oy 1YN 380 ByT uppyh
T PR ODNT LRIV UIMD IWIK LRI W .05IN T WK ey
TMAT PR OCTOTARIOY PN R IIWIIVR LW PP LBYN Thyw

DY LINPRI INPI DOT YRR DY R W PR p R w7 T
NITB VI WK WIS Provagpys qovenT M v
IAE W vRA 9y mbp yerT» yhr MyTon R Ponp
IREIYERNZ TNYI T IR PEIY PR ueew 9y M pept R
TR WD DRIt P s I IR MEReyIIR-TYn D)
TOTW SIIMWPRTIEE vw Ty mpry PTY DI

U PR N3N o pRbe 1w vhyona onx AW P WIAPTL

IEROIWD LIYIA WM PR DIoNp yayer Loy oy ey

BRI MbYENT PO been my PIWEYy vy BRT PR
T D WIMIOT PR DTN Y 90T 19y

¥ PR YOYOYT ORT 3py vnby mwn v WNY PR e

YIIUT XN PR OoTrM Ipvmn v oy ooy S T RRRCRRYSY °

SLIRIPNIT PT ags L Dor g bk Lo Dpimgy L Swear by the Messiah of the God of Jacob that

T TR .
co 1N e moreRn R TR L iosomR v sy L, L 2 [ id
TV SROIR 0 LKA DT 7 umepme Promg

BRI R whE D% 1D T 1 LML 9oy pTiynys qybysye
1387 LYHOIRD DR AN wrbyn IR 11D JopADTIN P van
TOMW BOPR M2 bopR jymuyn TTBWIPYY PR brehkaya
BYP T M pbmYIsNW wsr oy wyt-nom no BYINLY)
TV TINT B3R D N0Y BT DR WD W 1A DR OyprNsD
TIORT DPIWIBK TT LI DWW 0y vIpanbya 1Ina oxn o
PEAROOT AR ThRepu vhen pr YTORD PYI K M Lpoyhem
W WYTR K OIINE PR DY PR OIPYIWTIR PR Bprags T Jaxn
T 5 N onntsn v PRI 7‘::};?’2 2 b di = S« L
NP BRT WK 1n N5 ORT IYENYIBRIN JaRn v
ND BYP 0T WK PRI 0 DR ABMR WS WAROY PH Ak
PR OLORUD R PR YN B ey W IS IR b e
PIIND T PR YoRPw 1 Ry bey amew
AWBY BYT MY 8T TNy By
BRI X LONIAYR WEeR e Py g
BT IPD K LDWS JoM PR LIYIIRS
BYT PRI T wmy o e pgmer oy

W

VIR DPURD YRONR M1 PR ApeeaTI

NE1WEY aa yzyuymxa"f";’&"mzzﬁjbé}sv*';}‘r:y
DYITND IYAIRIYR LNTY s N LYANYY PR 1-1‘,-"; ;
IR AMCI T PRTOAWLRND PR 25T TR omyag 51 mn
DR PR FPI3NMRY 0T TI0 WX T JIWhemee ey VN Py

TR 02X NIW PR PR akin
‘ ‘ters written by Reb Gedaliya and Levi and signed
~ by many witnesses, hung beggars’ bags on their arms

“Let us send forth emissaries! Let us spread the

" word to every settlement!”

“I'll go!” shouted someone; it was Jame Mordecai

~+ Joseph. “T'll run and waken the whole world!”

“Go, Mordecai Joseph!” Rely Gedaliya cried, “and

- take with you Itche Mates, the husband of the proph-

-etess! Do not hesitate—spread the news!”

“Where is Itche Mates?”

“Bring Itche Mates!” rasped Reb Mordecai
Joscph, and he held his head with his hands, as
though he were going mad. He threw his crutch from
him.

All his life Reb Mordecai Joseph, the cabalist and
student of mysteries, had anticipated the day when
his mission would be to go into the world. He had
always feared that his revelations and warnings

would find no listeners, for his name was unknown
outside of Goray. But now Reb Mordecaj Joseph's
voice could resound throughout all Poland, stirring
up every community. He already imagined himself in
Lublin at the yearly fair, standing before the as-
sembly of the Council of the Four Lands, roaring
with his lion's voice at multitudes of important Jews
—rabbits, rightcous men, Icarned men, rich men—
pouring pitch and tar on those who doubted Sabbatai

evi, bidding ‘that they be flogged and bound with
heavy ropes. Their tracts and epistles must be burned
n a fire hose glow would reach Heaven. In his
nthusiasm ‘Reb ‘Mordecai Joseph began to preach

standing there in the study house at Goray.

Rechele is a true prophetess! Woe to the doubters!
Alas for their souls! A curse on them! May they per-
ish! Do you hear me, men? May they be torn out by
the roots! But O you true believers, rejoice in the
Lord!”

Reb Mordecai Joseph suffered a coughing spasm
and then suddenly Reb Gedaliya lifted Rechele in
his arms and walked in the direction of the doorway
to the anteroom. Song burst from every throat. Men
and women embraced, kissed, and, with arms about
each other, danced out of the study house. Hats and
bonnets fell from their heads, but no one cared. The
gentiles who had crowded about the prayer house
stepped back, terrified at the sight; they kneeled and
bowed, and God'’s name was sanctified abroad, Young
1en took  the Torah scrolls, and the curtain of the
zedaliya and Rechele.

N'éiféf:‘Siﬂéé”lGéfay,' st becameé a‘town had there been
ch'rejoicing. Even the ill and bedridden were taken

e"‘éith"};f romtlns day on should
d that very day, Reb Mordecai

e ‘Mates, taking parchment let-

and went off to spread the news far and wide—that
they might gladden the hearts of those who believed
in God and in Sabbatai Zevi,"‘His: Messiah.
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“with the practices cited in the Shulchan Aruch, but
" the few learned men who remained pretended
. neither to see nor hear what was happening, for the
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‘Reb Gedaliya, he settled Rechele in his house, and
e lived with her under one roof although she was a
. matron. He had a room painted white for her, and he
- hung the walls with guardian amulets, and placed a
“"Holy Ark and Torah there. Rechele was dressed in
- “white satin; her face was hidden by a veil. During
the _week she could be seen by no one except
‘Chinkele the Pious who served her. But on the Sab-

ST UDIRT BN WD T Yoy

: i ved that they-
= Polish 'borders and were now
‘somewhere in Germany, or Bohemia. Others thought
hat the emissaries had embarked for Stamboul to see -
‘the ‘Messiah. Now the affairs of ‘Goray town were "
managed by Reb Gedaliya. His new rulings disagreed

»ath ten. women from the sect gathered in her room
o make a prayer quorum, as though they were men—
ot thus Reb Gedaliya had bidden. A woman cantor
stood before the lectern chanting the Sabbath prayers.
“hen the scroll was taken from the Ark and Reb
Gedaliya chanted ‘the proper melody. Morcover, he
permitted seven women to be called up to the lectern
to read for the Sabbath, and after each reading he
ordered a benediction of thanks to be offered in the
name of Sabbatai Zevi and Rechele the prophetess.

His was a great name in Goray and in all of the
surrounding countryside. Housewives gave him a
tithe of their chickens, eggs, butter, and honey. A
special poll tax had been laid by him on the rich.
From every calf he slaughtered he put aside for him-
self not only the tripe and the milt, as the custom is,

- but all of the under-parts as well—these he cleaned,
-though it is not the practice to do so nowadays. He

id not need these for himself, no, not Reb Gedaliya
~but for the poor and hungry. Sabbath afternoons
1eld :.;thé".tﬁ’idday"»feaSt' in the study house, and
old sent him pudding, seasoned accord.
to his taste. Men and wotnen sat at the table on
hes, or clustered about it, and Reb Gedaliya sang
Sa  hymns; served portions of calf’s foot jelly
himself, and gave cach person a cup of wine. The
s red “and smelled ‘of ginger, onycha, and
Reb Gedaliya hinted that it tasted like the
ine reserved for the righteous to drink in the Gar-

_“den of Eden.

- Remarkable things were done by Reb Gedaliya,

and his kindness was renowned. He was extremely

charitable and would rise from bed in the middle of
night to tend to the sick. Though an important man,
he would roll up his sleeves when it was necessary,
to massage men and women alike with aqua vitae
and turpentine. He jested with the ill, forcing them
to laugh and forget their pains. For children he imi-

tated the mooing of cows and the twittering of birds.
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uld blow, freeing
produce the sash’ from
n who had bound him!
he could write
ght be read from top to bottom
sual Hebrew right to left. He showed
ewives who came to visit him low to put up new
i1'ds"6fiﬁféééi*\'{é's’,3"‘t'étiiglk't' girls how to work on canvas :
embroider. In the late afternoon he bathed in
‘the river and instructed the young men how to swim
and tread water. Afterward they all said their after-
noon prayers at the riverbank, under the open sky.
‘Once,-WIien in good spirits, he gathered a few lusty .
young fellows who were boarding at their in-laws and
went to the other side of the hill to scare the women
bathing there. Chaos ensued. The more agile women
_Sprang screaming into the water. Those who were
" large and slow-moving were so confused that they
' remained transfixed. Uncovered before the eyes of
" the men, they were publicly shamed. There was much
esting and frivolity that evening. Nevertheless, this
: 'S‘f"ﬁo’t'ftaketi"gamiss in Reb Gedaliya, for he was
ready known for his unconventional ways. Only a
‘hidden ‘foes spoke out against him, with no at-
uise their irritation.
pered - unpleasant things about him.
‘since becoming the slaughterer of
ray he had never once found any beast to be un-
n and unfit to be eaten—this in order to win the
avor of th “butchers. Whenever the question arose,
uled the beast clean, and he had abandoned all
: ws of purity. He permitted the women to go to
e bathhouse and then 1o bed with their husbands
on after menstruation; according to him, they did
€ to keep the additional seven days of ab-
He explained to young matrons ways to en-
usbands, and whispered in their ears
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: : atai Zevi had been revealed, the
109773 27 boya ' e adultery was void. It was ru-
oEmm T ere exchanging wives, and
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at up past midnight
servant girl who
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in Goray, and no
Reb Gedaliya bribed
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her body had ‘restoring powers,-’
clained, and a-barrel of it stood i in the

‘- his house. The dispiri who wan d
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- oung women whose hiccuping was like ‘the barkin v
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~ing tales concerning Rechele the prophetess. Every-

' "clnef makers on a dung-hlll

Reb Gedaliya pro

to place in search of a cure came to Go ay.. The;
gathered before the porch of Reb Gedaliya’s house

of dogs; barren women who yearned for a blessmg
that might unlock their wombs; monstrositics, with-
reptile outlines on their bodies; paralytics and epi- -
leptics. Chinkele the Pious stood at the door and let
them in one by one. Many of the visitors had to wait
at the Goray inns for a long time before being ad-
mitted to Reb Gedaliya's house, so they might re-
ceive from him amulets and pieces of magical amber

_and salves to be smeared on the disturbed part of the
““body and pills to be swallowed. He licked the faces of

snrkly (htldlen, massaged arthritic women, and had
themy spcnd the night in his house. Daily the number
who came to the miracle worker increased. They
'shoppcd in Gony, and slept on the bare floor in the

homes of the townsfolk, avidly listening to the amaz-

where, they sat on benches in front of the houses.
Their kerchiefs were pulled down over their eyes;
their hands clutched baskets of food; between their
breasts hung pouches containing the copper coins
that were to buy them health. The young were bash--
ful, and would say nothing. But the older women
knitted stockings and recounted with relish their sick-
nesses and the cures they had been given by various
magicians and miracle workers. Those whose men-

- strual flow had stopped prematurely were advised to

eat the foreskin of a circumcised infant. Those who
1shed ‘to pleasc thelr husbmds were told to have

and’ there ‘were lmsbands trylng to get the
signatures of a hundred rabbis for a writ ‘of remar-

“riage; a yeshiva student was seeking a master to teach
- -him cabala; a penitent was tormenting himself by

putting peas in his shoes. A convert from Amsterdam
also came, a man who had taken a vow of silence as
well as a bandsman who walked around blindfolded,

SO as not to perceive women, and a barefoot jester
who asked for alms and recited obscene rhymes.
These liveC by begging from the pllgnms, slept in
the poorhouse or, when that was full, in any corner
they could find. Evil often transpired secretly, Once
~two wandering’ beggars who had ' come to Goray de-
- cided to marry, and married they were hy some mis-
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sumcd her.:

predu tul Cossack anmes advan(mg from the Ukrame
“and Wolhynia, as in Chmelnicki's days, to avenge

the oppression of the people. As if this were not
enough, there was an increase in the number of prac-
titioners of the evil eye. Cattle stopped giving milk
and women turned yellow with jaundice. In the vil-
lage of Kotzitza the householders buried a witch
alive. They nailed a horseshoe to her left foot to
prevent her from running from her grave, and they
stuffed her mouth with poppy seed. In the village of -
Maidan the peasants lured a witch into the woods,

- chained her to a tree, and built a fire about her, after -~
-{smppmg ‘her of her ¢lothes. ‘The villagers watched -
“the naked w1tcl wruhe and. tear at her flesh in agony, -

calling upon ‘the ‘nameé of Satan, until the flames con-
}’Then four women hacked her body to
picces with sickles, and buried the corpse in a field, "

" “with rieither mound nor cross to show where she lay. .




he most ancient in Goray cou]d not remember”
uch a time, Tt was difficult to get a ian of bread, but
meat was plentiful. “Early each evenmg ‘the butcher =
oys ‘drove ‘whole herds “of “calves, and ‘sheep, :
"ats ’-to the s!aughterhouse. 8 'They *brought ‘cows
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:These ‘aniimals had thin anks overgrown ‘with
uck cl mps ‘of d i 1

first push ‘and
pired. vithou ‘a ,struggle Reb Gedahya “hurried
~expertly
e shaven ncr_ks, and recoxlmg from the
spatter of blood. Butchers moved about with hatchets
pping off the heads of the still breathing beasts,
: ly 3#tfippinq hides, tcaring bodies open, and
out red satm lungs, hal{-cmpty stommhs

1d sp‘lt’ into thc !hps to sce if there were any
which' (mltl nnk(‘ the animal unclean. Reb
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lord of Goray had licensed to levy and collect taxes,
in his wisdom; emissaries brought him letters from
the Sabbatai Zevi sect in Zamosc and Ludomir; rich
men from other towns pleaded for his salves and po-
_tions; persons possessed, brides under a spell, chil-

~dren with blown -up belhes were brouqht to hlm The
" g :

MY YOR TINAMISIKR T Y u’v'z":"]ym_mx:
Uy PATN oY o "ﬁ‘*i""" 1;:&)3’"‘

other often.” Moreover Reb ch'!hya nd‘.]
- released from: marriage al

deserted—and they had !ost no-
-bands. Reb Gedaliya’s - ca!cu]at:ons
ram s hom wou]d 3nnounce the 'c m




d the plOllS would chmb aboard and be of{ to the
Land of Israe 'Dally, between the afternoon and the

venmg prayers Reb Gedaliya told the congregation
of. s at were about to take place. Every
odfearmg man would have ten thousand heathen
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‘-her ﬁngers. as

; midnight. The heavens are partmg
.;.'»'The Divine Parents are couplmg face to face.
Rechele, be of good cheer. This is the hour of un-
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- The mont[‘i"b ] : of W ‘
‘descended to the cemetery to bid the dead farewell;
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Tul. Each morning crowds of women -
the dead would not reach the holy land as soon as =

to the Land of Israel by way of underground caverns. -

For days the women lay prostrate on the graves, RN
screaming and wailing, begging the forgiveness of

the dead for deserting them, explaining that the day

of resurrection was near, calling upon them to inter- .~ -

cede for their living kin and neighbors in the Here-
after. The wealthy cut wicks the length of the graves

of their beloved, to make candles for the study house,
The poor could only weep, and the graves were wet
with their tears. Even the children were brought,
and they played among the tombstones. It scemed as
if the living and the dead dwelt together in the ceme-
tery, and the gypsics who had pitched thcir tents
close by marveled at the sight. As for the gentiles,

. they were delighted, belicving that they would in-

herit all that the Jews abandoned. In the study house
the ram'’s horn was sounded, and Reb Godel Chasid
tremblec at*‘gziifh‘ ‘blast, for each might be the one
mced the Messiah. Too auxious to remain
he paced restlessly outside. For several days
d had hovered in the sky to the east of Goray.
ongated, taking on the shape of an
mornings it was aflame, a burning red,

d nearer. Reb Godel and the other mem-
sect were certain this was the pillar of
entioned in the holy scriptures; but they
1ly among themselves in hushed tones,
ple might not become excited. The
tlieir heads piously, unable to keep
y from that part of ‘the sky; all seemed
such a moment silence was best.

r oray grew
weter. It was as if the inhabitants of
it one by one, or had gone

1s of v-;_tbi'l“é' houses were drawn;
t ere bolted. The shops were
losed or were tended by children. The market
cmpty; the sand in the market place was hot as

sert, and nettles grew at the edge of the circle.
he Wiiblé’-‘.’t‘(‘)‘w'ﬁ"f‘sééihed"»:'tb':l)e holding its breath.
Vhen people met they discoursed in whispers, and
‘they avoided each other's eyes. In this hour of eclipse

_ they scemed to be dazzled.

Only three days remained before the eve of the
High Holy Day, and according to all calculations
this was the day on which the great blast was to be
heard. But the sun set—and nothing had occurred.
Nor had the people of Goray prepared for the holy
days. Children and adults went barefoot and in tat-
ters; there was no flour with which to bake the bread
for the holy days; there was no fish or honey. Reb
Gedaliya was sought to explain the significance of
this, but it was discovered that he had gone to com-
mune in the hills. As for Rechele, she had been in a
coma for several days, and Chinkele would permit

No one to see her. At the last moment runners had - B
“been sent out to the surrounding villages to buy the -
-...Mmost necessary articles. But they had not as yet re-
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turned. The unpainted houses huddied ‘together,
t'h‘c‘ir}fob‘fs"’ft"o:r'ﬁ'*and’ their interiors visible: dusty at-
tics full of CQb}Wéb’sﬁf;'_nd'-rubb‘i'sh.v;Théf’Sllni"rherﬂth'e .
People of Goray had destroyed their most valuable
possessions: they had ripped up floors and dismer.
bered chests and shelves. At Reb Godel Chasid's they
ned 1 béams in the oven on ‘Friday.

‘torn” because

Never before had there been such ‘weeping as this

ear at the Penitential ‘Prayers. No sooner had the
“Prayer of Sanctification begun than the cantor fell to
the ground, as though his legs had collapsed beneath

g “him. At the words, “Behold, I will turn the ’cfip"tivity
—of Jacob's tents,” the congregation burst into Jamenta-

v';tion. One old man beat his head with his fists, and
“cried: “Father in Heaven, you have tested us sufli-
ciently! Now display your might!”

Rosh Tashana cve was cool and damp. The sky,
which all summer long had been as blue as the cur-
tain of the Torah Ark, and somewhat broader and
higher than wsual, contracted. Now the town scemed
enclosed in a dark canvas tent. The hills, which had
been green and evocative of the holy land, dis-
appeared, wiped off the face of the earth. The smoke,
reluctant’ 1o - leave the chimneys, spread over the

~louses;, as though space had shrunken.

‘Not until simset did the pious lose hope in the

“possibility of a miracle. Miracles, they knew, always

cloud would appear and carry them all off to the holy
land. Some had even had a presentiment that it
would happen thus. Reb Godel Chasid was steadfast;
God, he argued, was testing the people of Goray to
see whether they truly believed in Him with their

whole heart. He went so far in his obstinacy that it
angered him to see his household preParing food; he
put out the fire in the oven, so certain that the eve-
ning meal would be eaten in the Land of Israel. Not
until it grew dark and the stars could be seen peeping
through the clouds did it become clear to the people

~..-of Goray that the Exile was to continue during the
" High Holy Days. The women sat with downcast eyes

and rigid bodies in'the unlit houses. The unkempt
men hasten ‘ house, unwashed ah‘d»‘}‘vxth
s : ed to commune with one -
y ‘began the long overdue

1ful ‘voice and
‘and white

ailed as though =

er the prayers,

vithout wishing one an-
re were no candles in

oray sat in the darkness

1g chips. At the holiday

ed hard, complaining that
They wanted to go to




hey wanted to wear little golden
ted wings, so they could - fly =

hey ‘wanted -the marznpan ’
the gold coins ‘in the broth that they had
Their “fathers looked dejected
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ashana. They sang the High ‘Holy Day
' uavering voices and qulckly
behind the oven, silent and irri-
ot 1ers qmeted the sucklings by nursmg them,
- uplate next to the children’s cribs and
lcepllvy tellmrr stories to keep the little ones
romsaskmg quiestions. ‘Though it was a High Holy
a th'e snlent feuds between mother-in-law and
aughter:
)erﬂsted as bnuer as cver. The people of
' ﬁslccp in their clothes, their mouths open
1€ ts"holluw, as in tunce of pcrse( ution

nf! thc sccond day of Rosh
ached before thc ram's

,01R0 YUK 7B

ridge and- shookv out
: lludmg to the trans-

there ‘Was no !nrm in raising peoples
"f'tNeverthelcss,.nt dusk the town grew so
till one might have thought that everyone had died:

,cating mercly to fulfill the e
n order not to appear to be fasting
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passion ot soine ‘person w’hovwas mortally il The -
O'I'rlei'i"""‘ﬁaihércd before the ‘doors of their homes."
¢y spoke-in- huqhed tones, looking around them'
canivhile, Tearful of being overheard by strangers;
they let -the children pull the last embellishments
omn their coats, just so that they—the mothers— -
might have some peace. One woman casually re-
marked that people ought to repair their houses and
get this thing out of their heads; the Messiah was
not coming to Goray. But the other women scolded
her. They thrcatcned her, warning her to be silent.
She was reminded that she was no one, a person of
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umble ongm ‘The women shook their heads and
spat they b!ew thelr noses piously and entreated the

y,w'ilbi, O Father in Heaven, that this
st to be spoiled! May we soon have
cjoice—after such humiliation!”

abernacles a' delu"e
tn ,p(mrcd ‘down inces-
ights. The river over-
1€ ‘water mill -and
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‘gan to prepare ilfor the worst for the world seemed to
~ be about to come to an end. The day before Hoshana
~Rabba there was a hailstorm. Pieces of ice fell, large




as goose eggs, injuring many ‘beasts in the meadow, as
well as shepherds. Afterward, it began to thunder and
ightning, though that was unusual for this time of
ar. A blinding spiral of fire twisted into the study
house, rolled across the “tables, like ball, swirled
nto: the open ‘oven door, and went out the chimney
ith so Joud 1at ‘many people ‘were deaf-
f.ened “From ‘the study house the’ lightning flew off to
¢ ‘church, ‘causing “considerable ‘damage. On the
r :ghtfof Hoshana R‘”bba a dreadful thing happened:
A woman who had gone to fetch water was thrown
by demons into the well, where she was found dead
e next morning, ‘head down and feet up. The evil
pirits also molested the old night watchman, tearing
off half his beard.
‘During prayers in the study house on Shemini At-
zeret a completely unexpected fight broke out which
was without preccdent in Goray. Later, no one could
- tell exactly how it started. Some people stated that
- one of Reb Gedaliya’s enemnies had struck him in the
- -face. Others insisted that “the others” had bad a hand
_in the affair, for a strange man was said to have ap-
" peared among the congregation, only to slink out of
sig’h‘t"l'lt'er Whatever the cause, there were sudden
shouts ‘and cries of pain, as during a bandit attack,
’Wlld bloody fight ensued. The Sabbatai Zevi
themselves murderously at their oppo-
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On the fifteenth day of the month of Kislev, in the
‘midst of the morning prayer, the door of the study
- house suddenly opened, revealing two unexpected

visitors: the emissaries, Reb Mordecai Joseph and
Reb Itche Mates. Their abject appearance caused uni-
versal distress. Reb Mordecai Joseph's feet were
bound with rags, his loins covered with a sack, and
one of his coat lapels was rent, as though he were in
mourning. Reb Itche Mates was barefoot, his body
smeared from head to foot with dirt, and his face
pot black. The people of Goray were completely taken
aback. They were too shocked to open their mouths;
they seemed to have lost the power of speech. Finally,
some of the worshipers greeted the newcomers: but
Reb Mordecai Joseph and Reb Itche Mates did not
respond, remaining silent until the whole congrega-
tion had gathered around them, Only then did Reb
Mordecai Joseph pound his crutch on the floor and
beat his breast with his left fist, screaming: “O Jews,
rend your garments! Sprinkle ashes on your heads!
A great disaster hath overtaken us! A bitter calam-
ity!”

He fell against the wall, gasping until the foam be-
gan to ooze out of his mouth; everyone recoiled from
him.  Then Reb Mordecai Joseph rose to his full

- height and began again: “He has become a Turk! An
“apostate] Woe to us that have lived to see this thing!

nxious presentiment.
b Mordecai screamed. “That
Zevi, and his whore

inthe
plague

ind every
heir 1

rom slipping to the
heir places. Pow-
here they were on
touths: Then suddenly
, ‘and ‘Reb Gedaliya
e had apparently
hold he cried with

against the God of Israell
jRC!)"'be(le(tai Joscph roared. “Sah-
itai Pig kneels before idols-——and this man lies iith
a married woman!” -

hey be flung . .
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there: hugqmg the ground and weeping.
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- The Faithful themsclves were lelded into two
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boards of their beds, and even on their flesh. They
were convinced that Sabbatat Zevi, though a living
man, had passed into the World of Emanation, and
that the apostate who resided in Stamboul and had
taken an Ishmaelitish wife was the demon Ashmo-
dai.

The other group argued that before the Messiah
cotuld be revealed he had to enter the Nether Sphere,
in order to draw from it the sparks of holiness; there
was an explicit text to this effect in the appendix
to the Zohar—to wit: Tov Milgav Ubish (outwardly
cvil, inwardly virtuous). Furthermore, the prophet
Isaiah had foretold this: “And he shall be reckoned
P b SET JT TD AMPR T BhOB R LIX BN T D with the sinners.” According to those who supported
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o'men could not clean themselves -properly,
ir lmsbands had to lie w1th them in thexr un-

cdnmmmated Others went from house
ltluly puttmg lard in the pots, thus pol-
vod ‘cooked in-them. The slaughterer of

s unknown.
d‘cialii‘m i‘iy.

world, impoverished and
;‘the dxspute did not cease

for having succumbed to the seduction of the false
redccmcr Reb Godel Chasid dressed in rags and had
himself ﬂoqved fevery afternoon, in order to be
cleansed of his sin through suffering. Fasting all day
~until nightfall, he then ate only a bit of bread and

to render slaughtered beasts un-
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n the shape of a black dog. Aftcrward as the legend
o} they would enter the cast]e vaults and feast on




den ‘of robbers, an accursed town.
‘were afraid to leave their homes,
vere also numbered among the
es at the rival group. The chil-
iren were particularly spiteful. They placed nails on

seats of the old residents, causing
clothing; they cut the fringes of
s,’and molested their goats. Some
‘bucket of slop down the chimney
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50use;;and ‘contaminated the vessels and food.
The Faithful went so far as to write the government,
hﬁ’i‘giﬁg'v;théir[_"i:fpc‘)nems with disloyalty, and they
pilled .oil on their goods: they even avenged them-
elves on small children. A woman who was returning
from the bathhouse was ambushed in a back street by
ome " hoodlums who attempted to rape her. She
med and they ran away.
God's name  was everywhere desecrated. In the
7e he ‘peasants already complained that the
etrayed their faith and were behaving ex-
ypsies and outlaws. The priests were incit-
nasses to-a holy ‘war. They foresaw all devont
gathering together, sword and spear in
nate the Jews, man, woman, and
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her to cmanate within. Often her heart palpitated -

_ long time now someone inside her had been thinking
‘twistedly, someone had been askmg quesuons, and

v xphcate the verse: "And I shall dwe]i with’ ydu 1in the"
midst of your uncleanliness.” But: Rechele greeted

"Her soul scemed to be e]sewhcre ,
Rechele experienced mysterious  and - tern[ymﬂ’
thmgs Though her room was heated twice a ‘day, she - .
suffecred constantly from cold chills that seemed to

like a living creature; something contracted, coiled,
and twisted like an imbedded snake in the recesses of
her being. Her arms and legs were fceble, and lonse
in their joints. Her head hung down weakly, and she
could not raise it. With nlt‘rhrfal] she collapsed on her
bed, where she remained in a trance for several hours,

- Her skull scemed to be filled with sand, her mouth
Eu‘tc 1rrapc She.always woke at the same moment, in a

PR 19 T8 T8 99T B3N TR TRCE L gEAStYbIS DK"f"‘:‘.: panic, as though dcathbed watchers had brought her
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~ back to life with their screams. Her throat was narrow
-and swollen, almost strangled; her congealed blood
slowly warmed and began to flow again through her -

veins. It would seem to Rechele that her body had ac-
tually died and gradually was reviving.

But what had happened to Rechele the prophetess?
Piety and the grace of God had left her. She had lost
all inclination to study the holy books, and lacked in-
terest in worldly affairs. She received visitors coldly,
and confused their names. She had ceased to bathe
every morning and no longer wore her finery. For a

ve‘plyng‘fgs‘_t[‘n‘:})ugh a dlalo
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i w‘| th 7eal I:Le Rabbi Benish in the old days, chanting

solved them; ‘it told pious tales to strengthen the

faith and- vanqunsh disbelief. With sacred pride, the

‘Face recited the blessing before meals, and prayers

-~ that come at the beginning and the end of the Sab-
" bathy, as well as whole sections from the liturgy and

~ the Zohar.. Sometimes shutting ‘her eyes, Rechele
could see the Face surging up from the darkness. Tiny

- old-man’s wrinkles quivered in the corners of its eyes.

Delicate blue veins shone in its red cheeks, its eyes
smiled with grandfatherly grace. .

The Profane was situated in some distant place, in
darkness, deep down, like a cellar. Sometimes he
spoke very low, voicelessly. Hidden and veiled, he lay
inside some web or cocoon. Often, he changed shape
—at times he looked humnan, at other times like a bat
or a spider. At moments all that Rechele could see
was an open mouth, askew like a frog’s. The Profane
was audacious, making lewd remarks. Then his voice
boomed from the pit, or the cave, where he lay con-
cealed. Taunting and blaspheming, he bandied about
the names of holy men and angels. A stream of vul-
garities escaped his lips. He jested and mocked pro-
- fusely, bringing Rechele to the verge of laughter,

‘though she knew that to be sinful.
Y\the did such shameful thoughts come from? The
Profane called the nether parts of men and women by

‘and (kS( overed obscenc meanings in Biblical verses.
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Nor did he spare the patriarchs and King David,
Bathsheba and Queen Esther. He depicted the copu-
lation of beasts and animals, an ox with a woman, and
a man with a sow. He told tales of women who Jay at
night with monstrous men. and of girls who had as-
signations with goblins and evil spirits. He recited
magical incantations in Aramaic, and invoked de-
stroyer demons in Latin. Sometimes the Profane
would begin to habble in a strange tongue, cackling
toothicqsly and throatily, as though something tickled
-ium At other times he poked fun at Rechele in

;uj“ml‘nn" uccpt lm" a rou'nd hole in tlie wall, whence
steam issued. A dying light sceped through the cracks
ol the hut, and some lunglike, red, and swollen thing
peered out. Afraid, Rechele wanted to run away, but
her legs were leaden and faltering. Desperately she

tried to run, but in her helplessness only became lost
in some subterranean passage with bolted shutters,
blind walis, and crooked rafters. Rechele clambered
up hill and down, wormed through small openings;
with feeble arms she climbed wavering ladders and
pulled herself up ropes. But she continued to sink,
and the lower she sank the darker it became, the more

suflocating the air. A bearded figure pursued her,

_ hairy and naked, wet and stinking,
. hands and open maw. Catching her at last, he car-
- ried her as- light as a feather (for she had all at once
become weightless) and flew with her over dusk-

‘with long monkey

the hniy writ; it raised questions of Torah and re- -

‘their crudest names; he showed Rechele vile sights,
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“filled streets and tall buildings, through a skyless

ace full of mounds, and pits, and pollution. At their
back ran hosts of airy things, half-devil and half-man,
p()mtuw at ‘them, pursuing them. The Thing swept
her over steep Toofltops, gutters, and chimneys, huge
and mildewy; there was no escape. It was stifling and
le',’I‘hmg presscd her to him, leaned against her.
-Thing was a‘male; he wanted to ravish her. He
squeezed her breasts; he tried to force her legs apart
withhis bony knees. He spoke to her rapidly,
hoarsely, breathing hard, imploring and demanding:
“Rechele! Quick! Let me! 1 want to defile you!”
No, no!”

“Recliele, make a covenant with me!”

‘No, nol” '

“"Rechele, you are already defiled!”

" He threw her down, and entcred her. She cried a

: :’,,bmer cry, but there was no sound, and she started

' f'fr'om slecp. With perfect clarity she saw that the dark
’:'house was crowded with evil things, insane beings

running hither and thither, hopping as on hot coals,
quivering and swaying, as though they were all knead-
ing a great trough of dough. A mocking exultation
shone in their faces. Rechele could not remember
who she was, where she was, or what had happened.
‘Her head was weighted like stone, her skin covered
~with a glutinous substance. At times Reb Gedaliya
heard her gasping. With a candle, he hurried to her
bedside. He rubbed her temples with vinegar, blew
on her and fanned her, to drive away the intruder.
Reb Gedaliya spat three times, and searched every
corner of the room for some sign of the visitations.
His large hands trembled: perspiration dripped from
his body to Rechele’s featherbed, and he shouted as
though she were hard of hearing:

“Wake up! Rechele! Don’t be afraid! Thou hast
seen a goodly vision! A goodly vision hast thou seen!
Goodly is the vision thou hast seen!”

conie- prcy to wolves So devastaung a famine had
ot been known for many years. Pcople were found

“frozen on the roads; the mills stood motionless, for

there was no grain to mill.
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p ©night the men sat in the study house, warming them-
o - selves helore the broad clay oven. In the beginning
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The people of Goray were debilitated. Heavy per-
.- sons turned saffron-yellow, began to limp, and a white
“film like perspiration covered their eyeballs. Slender
. pérsois developed the shiny, puffed faces associated
‘with toothache. Chatterboxes became silent, prank-
“sters ceased their jokes. Even the children forgot to
be mischievous, and anxiety stared from their eyes as
~“from those of the old. From early morning till late at

“they still disputed. The Faithful said that Sabbatai
 Zevi reigned in Stamboul and that he had sent mes-
sengers to the Ten Tribes urging them to join him
“and to disregard what he had done, for his deeds had
been deereed in Heaven. The first filty ships loaded
with mighty warriors, chariots, and arms had already
cmbarked, in preparation for battle. But the Oppo-
nents were certain that Sabbatai Zevi, who had
changed his name to Muhammed Bashi, had become
a caliph and a Jew-hater, and had been responsible for
an expulsion of pious Jews. Often the disputants camne
to blows, tore letters and pamphlets to shreds, wiclded
belts and drew blood.
But now. as though nothing more could be said,
there was silence. Despair gripped the town. The old
men publicly deloused themselves and snored with-

--out restraint on the study house tables and benches.

‘Boys played at Goat and Wolf and ncver looked into
ks 'since no one cared what they did. There was
longer “cven sinning: the Evil Spirit himself

ave doze dﬁv;"‘éVerji man went his solitary
onal itinerant who found himself in

‘Goray walked the streets disconsolately for a while,

nd then, with empty bag and a curse on his lips, de-

ry visitation fell upon i
quent..Houses seemed

toaning, as of a .
e chimney ‘of Levi's -

to the pots where
“the ‘mezuzof from

one afternoon when Chinkele was on her way to

~prayers in the women's section, she saw a black-

skinned beast crawling at her in the light of the ris-
ing moon. She tried to run, but the monstrosity reared
up on its hind legs, like 2 man, and pursued her un-
til she fell into a ditch. The next evening the same
creature scared some children in the street. One of
the boys heard the beast shout something in a gentile
tongue. Everyone immediately understood that this
was a werewolf. Some whispered that it was the mad
lord Zamoyski, for once the werewolf fired a pistol
and threw down some gold ducats. They ran off to

-tell Reb Gedaliya and Rechele the Prophetess about
*this—but there, also, evil reigned.




Rechele had been impregnated by Satan. She con:

this herself to her husband: Samael had come
: and ‘had violated her. ‘A destroyer
her womb. She bade Reb Gedaliya
1 he discovered that, jndeed, jt .
Rechele also told Reb Gedaliya
‘menstruated, and she showed him ;
nade scven braids in her hair.
cdaliya would not believe Rechele, and
that she imagined it all. At night he
many lights in her room, place amulets

Y,‘{\flvlv“?:ff-';‘1'3j3’vrld"":i’vr'eci’vt‘e “various ad jurations, for he =

ished to remain with Rechele. But the moment he
at her side all the candles were extinguished, and -
he received a blow on the temples that flung him out
of bed. Then he would hear a vojce cry:

“Touch her not, for she has made a covenant with
mel Arise and go quickly!”
*.From then on Reb Gedaliya avoided all intercourse
- -with'Rechele and left her alone. He even drove Chin-
~ kele away and took instead a mute servant girl, to
~keep people from discovering this latest disgrace. Be-
causc his beloved wile had been stolen from him,
‘Reb Gedaliya began to drink and slept all day on his
bench bed. His friends fell away from him, and he
‘would certainly have been driven out of town if the
butchers had not sided with him. Meanwhile, horrify-
ing things happened to Rechele. N
‘Every night Satan visited Rechele to torment her.
He was black and tall, fiery-eyed and with a long
-tail; ‘his body was cold, his lips scaly, and he exhaled
* pitchfire. He ravished her so ‘many times that she was
‘powerless to move. Then, rising, he tormented her in
numerous ways. Pulling the hairs singly from her
head, he wound them about her throat; he pinched
her in the hips and bit her breasts with his jagged
teeth. When she yawned he spat down her throat; he
poured water on her bedsheet and pretended she had
wet her bed. He made her show him her private parts
and drink slop. He seduced her into reciting the ex-
plicit name of God and blaspheming Him; on Friday
nights he forced her to desecrate the Sabbath by tear-
ing paper and touching the Sabbath candlesticks.
Sometimes Satan told Rechele obscene tales, and Reb
B YHIYBONR Gedaliya on the other side of the wall would hear her
. loud, mad laughter resounding at midnight. Once,
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AMEYY PR 23 vWN Reb Gedaliya opened the door of the Holy Ark to
take out the Torah scroll, only to find the scroll
B 1uRss yeave  mantle slashed, and a piece of dung lying wiihin. . . .
SbTIvUE Or D Rechele suffered extraordinary tortures. At times

. the evil one blew up one of her breasts. One foot
swelled. Her neck became stiff. Rechele extracted lit-
tle stones, hairs, rags, and worms from wet, pussy
abscesses Tormed on the flesh of her thigh and under
her arms. Though she had long since stopped eating,
Rechele vomited frequently, venting reptiles that
slithered out tail first. At times she barked like a
dog, lowed like a cow, neighed like a horse, or made
sounds of the lion and the leopard. There were days
when she could not open her mouth; and there were
- others when she was deaf. Occasionally, she would

‘squint and become cross-eyed, and her tongue would
‘stammer incomprehensibly, as though she spoke in
her sleep. 'The pills she was given for her illness re-
1ained in her throat, and she had to spit them out
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N e climbed 1 up on the apex of sepuichers.
She t 'ad been observed sutmg at the rim of a well and
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seen’ ‘Rechele rxdmg on a broom, with a dog rolling
ter her on a hoop:-
The: village -runners encountered Rechele sitting
on the banks of the river rinsing clothing. The tale of
what had happened to Rechele spread to Yanov, Tur-
bin, Zamos¢, Krasnik, and even to Lublin, for her
name was famous in all these places as that of a proph-
ess. "The ‘peasants, also, knew that Satan had en-
tercd mto the body of a daughter of the Jews, and this
VlSltal.lon ‘was spoken of at fairs and in taverns. The
utters of Reb Gedaliya’s house were bolted day and
night, a“hd"he‘did not show his face outdoors until
wdusk fe]l Then Reb Gedaliya would wrap himself in
reat - and set out for the slaughterhouse,
carrymg 'a}heavy stick and a lantern, afraid of people
d the ‘_H?,,OC](C!'Y ;lllv__tllel{ glances.
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e 1, _dish to the end that women and girls and

“common folk might perfectly comprehend
the wonder of it all and that they might set
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DRI W DR Dowyn yon YT UM PR p';ngm oyIw P IYR o tCTEY Rabbi Benish Ashkenazy OC(‘llp!Cd the rabbinic
chair (the remembrance of the righteous be a bless-

ing to us all). It happened in that terrible year when

the pillars of the earth trembled with the deed of

Sabbatai Zevi (may the memory of him be blotted

out): Who (for our sins are great) was himself con-

verted and did seduce many others from the paths of

righteousness and many pious amongst them and he

lighted a fire in every corner of the Exile: May God

who is a jealous and an avenging God give him his

-due and repay the wicked for his wickedness as he de-
_serveth and may we all be deemed worthy to witness

a true and a full redempuon speedxly and in our days
-and let us say Amen~ o S R
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ND m THE TOwN of Goray there dwett ‘a ‘man
owned far and- ‘wide for he was a Godfearing | man
and had a pleasmg countenance and his deeds we
gobd and the name of this man was Gedaliya: And
tlm‘man was versed in the uses of the cabala and in
the" mystenes' To wit he could draw wine from a wall
nd was expert in the science of alchemy and every
Sabbath eve he crcated a third-born calf like unto the

';tradmon concermng our holy Amoraim: This man
“also knew many nostrums for he was a sage and he - ,
found favor in the eyes of all men with his under- -

standing and smooth tongue: But in fact he was a son
of Belial and entirely wicked and all that he did he
did to provoke the blessed Creator: For in secret he
invoked the name of the profane and he con-

- jured up Lilith Naamah Machlot and all the other
- destroyer demons that they might do his will and that
~ he might do their will: And after this fashion he

fff};'amassed treasures of gold, silver, diamonds and pre-
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ND MY R LRAVY VRO T DN PR IT R TR W JUDRNR2 "ﬁ*‘knew thc:r wxves and fathered bastards w:thout num-

ious stones: And he deceived the townspeople and
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tid all ‘were

f the spirit has taken possesswn of Reb Geda-
iya’s wife and he has discovered no counsel to pre-
yent it then surely he is no righteous man and all his
amulets are false and -people would mock him and
vénge themselves upon him: And therefore in his

unning he said, You see now she is out of her mind

ind all her words are the words of a'madwoman: ‘
Then the dybbuk began to scream: Alas and alack to

was' truth in




, hou hast worked unrighteous-
ness and ‘thou hast polluted thy soul with every un-
thy thing and thou hast lain with whores and thou
icated: And thinkest thou now to deny the
ight of thine own eyes lest that thy wickedness be-
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eard these words the strength ebbed from his body:
Jut anon he revived and cried, She ‘is mad com-
letely: But the people would hear him 1o longer and
1ey would not believe him: And there was a pious
an,  one Reb Mordecai Joseph (may his remem-
‘brance "be ‘a blessing to us all) who formerly had
escended to the nethermost Sheol and afterward
ad done penance and had saved his soul: And he
as zealous for the zeal of God and he lifted up his
tick aird he smote Gedaliya: And he cried, Thou
wretched man now shalt thou blind the eyes of this
.‘pcople;no‘»ﬁ'l»bngér: For thou art a seducer and a magi-
nand thou art the cause that the plague has been
poured out on us all and that we must drink the cup
' of persecution ‘to the dregs: Then the mighty Geda-
“liya would have killed him but the people took his
part and defended him:

p Now did the dybbuk scream ever more loudly
; fessed his sins with a fearful lamentation
and groaning: And the woman lifted a heavy stone
-.and smote her breast: And the marvel was that her
~ limbs were not broken nor her frame shattered for

nor v:ﬁn_
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50 heavy was the stone that three strong men could

“not move it from its place: But in her hands it was as
a feather: And she smote her body with the stone
from the top of her head to the tips of her toes time
and again without interruption: And that pious man
Reb Mordecai Joseph (his remembrance be a bless-
ing unto us) girded his loins and asked, Why dost
thou scream and bring her so much woe:

AND THE DYBBUK replied in a loud and piercing
voice: How then shall I not cry and how then shall I
not wail: Seeing that when I walked among the liv-
ing I polluted my soul and transgressed every trans-
gression cited in the Torah: 1 hail from Lublin and
there I was one of those frivolous youths that swill

- beer in the taverns and frolic in the whore houses:
wi . And I rebelied at every command of God and in-
“curred His wrath: On the holy Sabbath day 1 did
‘work and 1 did eat of the pig and of the other for-
~bidden foods: And on Yom Kippur I made a feast for
‘spite and drank wine and gave myself to unbridled
esire and I also lay with beasts, animals and fowls:
Woe'is me for 1 said in my heart, There is neither
Justice nor Judge, and 1 denied that the Torah is
"Heaven and 1 despised all wise scholars and I
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R brazenly swore at them and I set dogs on them as is
vey TR the practice of pranksters: When lo suddenly I suf-
™Y "ISD' E

fered a stroke and this is a sickness that no one ever
tises from: And I saw clearly that my end was come:
- But (such is the way of the wicked) I grew not sub-
“missive and I remained haughty at the very gate of
“Gehenna and before my death my comrades came to
~me and they asked me Abraham (such was my name)
lost thou repent: And I answered them in my pride,
Now even now I do not believe that there is a Creator
e world and before 1 expired I blasphemed and
ft me denying Him: - - -

amypry

to men and that thou mightest further -
th thy cunning and with thy inso-- -
ence: And it came to pass that when Reb Gedaliya =
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- T was able to gain’ the

AND IT CAME TO PAsS that I had but died and had -

not yet been lifted up and laid in the earth that three
- evil spirits seized me: And they tormented m cruelly
and they trampled on me with their feet and hey
sorely afflicted me: And then I saw that indeed there -
is a punishment only it was already too late: An “all
the time I lay covered they perpetrated on ‘me all
manner of suffering that cannot be recounted: And 1
called on my kin that they might discover me some
relief but they could not hear my voice for 1 was ai-
ready not of this world: And tens of thousands and
millions of milliards of imps followed my funeral: -
And they were all my children that 1 had created -
through continual defilement and fornication: And .
they called me Father and my shame was boundless: -

AND WHEN they had laid me in the grave and piled
the last shovelful of earth upon me there came to me
the Angel Dumah: And he rapped on my grave with
‘bis fiery rod and the grave split open at once: And he
“called Mah Shemecha (What is thy name) and 1
-could not remember the verse for 1 had not prayed:
And. the angel cried Thou foul seed Thou sinner
against the Lord of Israel Tarry not here and abandon
is grave and fly away to the hollow of the sling: For

Pplace is not in the graveyard where so many
ous and proper men rest in peace: And I tried
mplotre him ‘but he tore the shrouds from my
1d he beat me with his fiery rod and he drove

e lay in wait for me vast armies
estroyer spirits and messengers of

y were all in readiness to fling
1€ in’their wrath and to rend me to
y came at me in anger and mockery and
i » me and they whistled and howled
d pursued ‘me through the wilderness: I sought to
hem and to escape them but there was no hiding
1ey captured me and they cast me and
bird :in ‘the wind: One pulled me
nd one from the left and they

y night and they de-

ntered ‘into a frog: But there
v for me, for a man cannot dwell L
in a frog that breeds in the swamp and in stinking
marshes: Also the frog suffered and sickened and her
belly swelled: And thus I passed from creature to
creature: Moreover for many years I dwelt in a mill-
stonre and when it turned it rubbed against my limbs

and my pain knew no bounds:

AND REB MORDECA! JOSEPH asked the dybbuk How
didst thou enter into the woman and by what means
didst thou gain the ascendancy over her: And the
dybbuk said Let it be known that Gedaliya is'a denier -
of the faith and an apostate out of spite and that he
has defiled his wife with many defilements and hence
ascendancy over her: For one S
the woman desired o start'a fire with (wo
¢s and the sparks would not light the wick:

flint ston

And she cried _out the name ‘of Satan: And the mo-
~ment T heard this T enitered into her body:
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_AND REB MORDECAI JoserH said to the spirit,
Through what opening didst thou force thy way into

‘the woman, and the dybbuk spoke and said Through
‘that same place:

 THEN REB MORDECAI JOSEPH rose and smote Ge-
daliya with violence: Moreover the other men flung

‘themselves at him-and beat him and shed his blood
“and tore his beard until he fell fainting to the ground:
And Reb Mordecai Joseph (may his remembrance
‘be a blessing) flogged ‘him forty times forty until his
‘blood flowed like water: And the people took him
- and ﬂung"h'ir"r‘i’fi'htbfthé jail that is in the prayer house
'fbﬂal'l‘ter’b()r'r"x‘.’-‘fA’nd"_'_v'th'é'y’ chained him to the post and
“there he remained to await his judgment: For the
- gentiles to
‘ments and many of them were burned at the stake:

vere sentencing witches in their judg-

And they appointed a watchman to watch him:

e
e The Death of Rechele

AND IT CAMEvT‘O PAss after these things when the
wicked Gedaliya had been imprisoned that Reb Mor-
decai Joseph (may his remembrance be a blessing)
bade powerful men carry the young woman to the
study house where the evil spirit might be driven out
of her: For the dybbuk did weary her with all manner
of torment and caused the name of God to be dese-
crated (God preserve us) and there was great sym-
pathy for the woman: And the powerful men rose
and took the woman in their arms and against her
will and bore her off to the court of the prayer
house: All this time the woman was still and silent as
though her strength had deserted her and she was like
a little child: But when they came near to the door of

- the prayer house anteroom then did the dybbuk be-
- gin to scream and wail, Bring me not nearer to this

‘place For 1 cannot endure the holy air, and the sound
of lis outcry was heard far and wide: But the men
t h dybbitk and they carried the woman

ping such that
ot women .alone
h conipassion: -
1y have ye no pity - -
all this to vex me and to
1t ye know full well that every
. 6’157’ZC':'\”u"S‘és:fni'é“)‘llll(:ll"S'l'lﬂcring and may
“be compared to'a necdle in the flesh of a living man:
Now scarch ye out and discover What injustice hath
been done unto this woman through me: Who before
I entered into her was weak and sickly and she re-
quired broth for her nourishment and she was com-
pelled to lean on a stick for support: And now behold
for that I have entered into her she has grown power-
ful and is able to lift up heavy burdens and go into
the cold without warm garments and do all that her
heart desires: Therefore what is the matter that ye

oman iay on




e together to undo me and particu-
fﬁiﬁmélﬁmvTﬂkﬁ&ddfﬁmdandhﬂtgmm
ear of the Outer Ones: Who some of them have the
; o ith eight heads and the poison under
» all fire from the valley of the shadow of
th: And others of them butt with their horns ram-

they are called Hairy Goat Ones: And their
fur is covered with tar and the bristles thereof are of
horns to: ffr'ivghb‘t'"’the sinful, and their dwelling place
is beyond the Hills of Darkness: Now I implore ye,
Give me leave to dwell in her body and 1 swear Not
a hair of her head shall be harmed and 1 shall guard
her like the ‘apple of my eye that no mishap may
trouble her: And when the allotted measure of ‘my
suffering shall be full and I shall be given leave to
endure my judgment in Gehenna for the space of
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welve ‘months why then I shall forsake the woman

SPIRIT spoke these words with cunning

cceive the people and to mock them:
re were indeed some simple folk who in their
believed the words of the dybbuk to be

shed him to be spared: But the pious
i Joseph (may his remembrance be a
mprehended ‘the demon’s wiles (for he
)‘.;‘and he cried, No, Depart thou
forth to that place where no man
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omen to ‘produce such inven-
nd he derided ‘the women and their habi-
’s: :flo‘wthey blessed the candlcs on Sabbatls and
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ngué as well: And he sang the bridal
ith’ gr at sklll item the Covermg Tune

»;‘m»;_c‘k_ed:‘ the sound of the fife and of the
".bagplpe and of the other instru-
and all with' locked lips and the hearts of the

were -melt.ed like wax at the sight of the
ns and grimaces: And there were
ippant hghﬂt -headed persons that had never
nsiogrification and now when they

”-eyes they fe]l on their faces
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ense arose for it is
ﬁ’do‘é's vﬂthe ‘Husk:.

And many of the congregation turned
sick ‘with revulsion:  One time she faughed and one
me she cried and she sobbed and ground her teeth:
-And ‘many righteous women did testify that a stink
issued from that same place for the spirit dwelt in
‘there (vid. sup.): and she also made such lewd gesticu-
lations as cannot be put down in writing: And when
‘they placed a holy object near her, to wit a page from
‘a discarded - ‘holy volume, or the thread of a prayer
shawl fringe, why she leaped up and flew through the
air:’ And -all this to the accompaniment of thunder
‘and l:ghtmng, 5o that many of the congregation were
struck with terror and their knecs knocked and they
‘cried: Woe' unto uvs, For the profane doth triumph
0ver the sacred (wh:ch God forbid);
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_,aud 1 undertake to leave in good faith for 1 can
“withstand the sacred no longer: And Reb Mordeca
* Joseph (may his remembrance be a blessing) did as

a press for yery terr_or that many folk were trampled:
- The next instant the congregation beheld a flash -of
~fire from that same place and it flew through the

that no more could enter and there was a- grcat pres :
'AND THE DYBBUK cried Make me free of ‘the ban

the dybbuk had bidden promising to study the Mishna
in his name and to recite. the Mourner’s Prayer after
his soul and he solaced the dybbuk and lifted the ban:
But at once the evil spirit denied himselt and he
cried: No, Here it is better for me and I shall not
depart: Then Reb Mordecai Joseph laid him under a
ban again and threatened the dybbuk and adjured
him and this went on hour after hour for the dybbuk
did nought but lie and perjure himself with his
crooked tongue: And he boasted that the holy names
held no terror for him and he denied the blessed
God: And when they asked him Why then art thou

punished he replied It is all chance and an event of - -
naturc: And thus he continued in his rebelliousness:

Oh if we were to undertake to tell but one thousandth
part of all that the fiend did and his ribaldry and his

lewdness this tongue would be too brief to recount
_it and this'sheet to record it: But the whole congrega-
tion saw wnth perfect clearness the wonders of God

drive the spirit away: When suddenly the
pirit crled Move off-for I come: And there was such =

window burning a round hole in the pane: And no
man opened his mouth for all were struck dumb w1th
shock:

BUT RECHELE LAY on the earth like dead for her
strength had come from the spirit (vid. sup.):
the women hastcned and covercd her and they bore,
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~“her’ and rapped on her window and spoke to" her
: jswectl) :And he said, But see ‘As long as'I dwelt in o
ffvthfe tho _were ln good health' And now -art ‘thau -
“sickly and poorly But let me return to thy body and o
remove the' amulcts from thy throat’ and 20 shall do
“thy pleasure'::And the spirit- spoke in ‘this manner
rds and p}casant but the woman ‘would mot
“And then he warned her’ that she would
be rep'lyed for thls and ‘that he would: have" hls re-}" T
¥ venge: “And so it cnne to pass (hecause of our trans-
‘gressions that are great): For on the morning or the
third day when the women came to Rechele to tend
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her they found her dead and her body was already -

cold: And they did what was proper with her: And v
Reb Itche Mates her first husband mourned her and -

recited the Mourner’s Prayer over her grave: And in
his love for her that knew no bounds he took the
thing to heart and he sickened:. And hefore he died
he bade that he be buried near her: And thus that
righteous man passed away thh a kiss: May his merit
be our shield: Sl o

AND THE WICKED GEDALIVA' pcrsund(‘d the watch-
man and the latier removed his chains and they fled
together: And Gedaliya became an apostate (God

- save us) and rose to high position among the idolators
DJOMIRD WN T BN - and a troubler of Jews: And some folk say that Geda-
“. - liya was none other than Samael himself and that all
-~ his deeds were nought but seducuon' And the moral
”ﬂof tlns tale is: o :

LET NONE ATTEMPT TO FORCE THE Lonn To END OUR
i_,-;PAlN WITHIN THE WORLD: ‘THE MESSIAH WILL COME
1IN ‘GOD'S OWN TIME: AND FREE MEN OF DESPAIR
““AND CRIME: THEN DFATH WILL PUT AWAY
131S SWORD: AND SATAN DIE ABJURED,
ABHORRED: LILITH WILL VANISH
wrTH TIE “Nicir: THeE EXILE
END AND ALL BE LIGHT:
AMEN SELAH:

CONCLUDED AND DONE




