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The Unseen

Translated by Norbert Guterman and Elaine Gottlieb

I
Nathan and Temerl

THEY say that I, the Evil Spirit, after descending to earth in order to
induce people to sin, will then ascend to Heaven to accuse them. As a
matter of fact, 1 am also the one to give the sinner the first push, but I
do this so cleverly that the sin appears to be an act of virtue; thus, other
infidels, unable to learn from the example, continue to sink into the
abyss.

But let me tell you a story. There once lived a man in the town of
Frampol who was known for his wealth and lavish ways. Named@}gihén
TJozefover} for he was born in Little Jozefov, he had married a Frampol
gi?l and settled there. Reb Nathan, at the time of this story, was sixty,
perhaps a bit more. Short and broad-boned, he had, like most rich
people, a large paunch. Cheeks red as wine showed between the clumps
of short black beard. Over small twinkling eyes his eyebrows were thick
and shaggy. All his life, he had eaten, drunk, and made merry. For
breakfast, his wife served him cold chicken and raisin bread, which,
like a great landowner, he washed down with a glass of mead. He had a
preference for dainties such as roast squab, necks stuffed with chopped
milt, pancakes with ]ive;’_,_egg noodles with broth, etc. The townspeople

whispered that his wife, Roise Temerl,) prepared a noodle puddding for
him every day, and if he so desired made a Sabbath dinner in the middle
of the week. Actually, she too liked to indulge.

Having plenty of money and no children, husband and wife appar-
ently believed that good cheer was in order. Both of them, therefore,
became fat_and lazy. After their lunch, they would close the bedroom
shutters and snore in their featherbeds as though it were midnight. Dur-
ing the winter nights, long as Jewish exile, they would get out of bed to
treat themselves to gizzard, chicken livers, and jam, washed down with
beet soup or apple juice. Then, back to their canopied beds they went to
resume their dreams of the next day’s porridge.

Reb Nathan gave little time to his grain business, which ran itself. A
large granary with two oaken doors stood behind the house he had
inherited from his father-in-law. In the yard there were also a number of
barns, sheds, and other buildings. Many of the old peasants in the

 surrounding villages would sell their grain and flax to Nathan alone, for,

i h others might offer them more, they trusted Nathan’s hon-
’ qYAYYYA T IYIRUWYASMR yayr | even thoug g , they :
0 TIRL T EPTRT DRSPS ) iesty. He never sent anyone away empty-handed, and sometimes even

advanced money for the following year’s crop. The simple peasants, in
gratitude, brought him wood from the forest, while their wives picked
mushrooms and berries for him. An elderly servant, widowed in her
youth, looked after the house and even assisted in the business. For the
entire week, with the exception of market day, Nathan did not have to
lift a finger.

He enjoyed wearing fine clothes and telling yarns. In the summer, he
would nap on a bed among the trees of his orchard, or read either the
ﬁSible in Yiddish, or simply a story book. He liked, on the Sabbath, to
listen to the preaching of a magid, and occasionally to invite a poor man
to his house. He had many amusements: for example, he loved to have his
wife, Roise Temerl, tickle his feet, and she did this whenever he wished.
It was rumored that, he and his wife would bathe together in his own
bathhouse, which stood in his yard. In a silk dressing gown embroidered
with flowers and leaves, and wearing pompommed slippers, he would
step out on his porch in the afternoon, smoking a pipe with an amber
bowl. Those who passed by greeted him, and he responded in a friendly
fashion. Sometimes he would stop a passing girl, ask her this and that,

jand then send her off with a joke. After the reading of the Perek on
| Saturday, he would sit with the women on the bench, eating nuts or

pumpkin seeds, listening to gossip, and telling of his own encounters
with landowners, priests, and rabbis. He had traveled widely in his
youth, visiting Cracow, Brod, and Danzig.
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Roise Temerl was almost_the image of her husband. As the saying
goes: when a husband and wife sleep on one pillow finally they have the
same head. Small and plump, she had cheeks still full and red despite
her age, and a tiny talkative mouth. The smattering of Hebrew, with
which she just found her way through the prayer books, gave her the
right to a leading role in the women’s section of the prayer house. She
often led a bride to the synagogue, was sponsor at a circumcision, and
occasionally collected money for a poor girl’s trousseau. Although a
wealthy woman, she could apply cups to the sick, and would adroitly cut
out the pip of a chicken. Her skills included embroidery and knitting.
She possessed numerous jewels, dresses, coats, and furs, all of which she
kept in oaken chests as protection against moths and thieves.

Because of her gracious manner, she was welcomed at the butcher’s,
at the ritual bath, and wherever else she went. Her only regret was that

she had no children. To make up for this, she gave charitable contribu-

tions and engaged a pious scholar to pray in her memory after her death.
She took pleasure in a nest-egg she had managed to save over the years,
kept it hidden somewhere in a bag, and now and then enjoyed counting
the gold pieces. However, since Nathan gave her everything she needed,
she had no idea of how to spend the money. Although he knew of her
hoard, he pretended ignorance, realizing that “stolen water is sweet to
drink,” and did not begrudge her this harmless diversion.

Il
Shifra Zirel the Servant

One day their old servant became ill and soon died. Nathan and his wife
were decply grieved, not only because they had grown so accustomed to
her that she was almost a blood relative, but she had also been honest,
industrious, and loyal, and it would not be easy to replace her. Nathan
and Roise Temer] wept over her grave, and Nathan said the first Kad-
dish. He promised that after the thirty-day mourning period, he would
drive to Janov to order the tombstone she deserved. Nathan, actually, did
not come out a loser through her death. Having rarely spent any of her
earnings, and being without a family, she had left everything to her
employers.

Immediately after the funeral, Roise Temerl began to look for a new
servant, but could not find any that compared to the first. The Frampol
girls were not only lazy, but they could not bake and fry to Roise
Temerl’s satisfaction. Various widows, divorced women, and deserted
wives were offered her, but none had the qualifications that Roise
Temerl desired. Of every candidate presented at her house, she would
make inquiries on how to prepare fish, marinate borscht, bake pastry,
strudel, egg cookies, etc.; what to do when milk and borscht sour, when a
chicken is too tough, a broth too fat, a Sabbath pudding overdone, a
porridge too thick or too thin, and other tricky questions. The bewil-
dered girl would lose her tongue and leave in embarrassment. Several
weeks went by like this, and the pampered Roise Temerl, who had to do
all the chores, could clearly sce that it was casicr to cat a meal than
prepare one.

_Well, I, the Seducer, could not stand by and watch Nathan and his
wife starve; I sent them a servant, a wonder of wonders.

A native of Zamosc, she had even worked for wealthy families in
Lublin. Although at first she had refused—even if she were paid her
weight in gold—to go to an insignificant spot like Frampol, various
people had intervened, Roise Temerl had agreed to pay a few gulden
more than she had paid previously, and the girl, Shifra Zirel, decided to
take the job.
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In_the carriage that had to be sent to Zamosc for her and her
extensive luggage, she arrived with suitcases, baskets, and knapsacks,
like a rich bride. Well along in her twenties, she seemed no more than
eighteen or nineteen. Her hair was plaited in two braids coiled at the
sides of her head; she wore a checkered shawl with tassels, a cretonne
dress, and narrow heeled shoes. Her chin had a wolf-like sharpness, her
lips were thin, her eyes shrewd and impudent. She wore rings in her ears
and around her throat a coral necklace. Immediately, she found fault
with the Frampol mud, the clay taste of the well water, and the lumpy
home-made bread. Served over-cooked soup by Roise Temerl on the
first day, she took a drop of it with her spoon, made a face, and com-
plained, “It’s sour and rancid!”

She demanded a Jewish or Gentile girl as an assistant, and Roise
Temerl, after a strenuous search, found a Gentile one, the sturdy daugh-
ter of the bath attendant. Shifra Zirel began to give orders. She told the
girl to scrub the floors, clean the stove, sweep the cobwebs in corners,
and advised Roise Temerl to get rid of the superfluous pieces of furni-
ture, various rickety chairs, stools, tables, and chests. The windows were
cleaned, the dusty curtains removed, and the rooms became Iig}itcr and
more spacious. Roise Temerl and Nathan were amazed by her first meal.
Even the emperor could ask for no better cook. An appetizer of calves’
liver and lungs, partly fried and partly boiled, was served before the
broth, and its aroma titillated their nostrils. The soup was seasoned with
herbs unobtainable at Frampol, such as paprika and capers, which the
new servant had apparently brought from Zamosc. Dessert was a mix-
ture of applesauce, raisins, and apricots, flavored with cinnamon, saffron,
and cloves, whose fragrance filled the house. Then, as in the wealthy
homes of Lublin, she served black coffee with chicory. After lunch,
Nathan and his wife wanted to nap as usual, but Shifra Zirel warned
them that it was unhealthful to sleep immediately after eating, because
the vapors mount from the stomach to the brain. She advised her em-
ployers to walk back and forth in the garden a few times. Nathan was
brimful of good food, and the coffee had gone to his head. He reeled and
kept repeating, “Well, my dear wife, isn’t she a treasure of a servant?”

“I hope no one will take her away,” Roise Temerl said. Knowing
how envious people were, she feared the evil eye, or those who might
offer the girl better terms.

There is no sense going into detail about the excellent dishes Shifra
Zirel prepared, the babkas and macaroons she baked, the appetizers she
introduced. The neighbors found Nathan’s rooms and his yard unrecog-
nizable. Shifra Zirel had whitewashed the walls, cleaned the sheds and
closets, and hired a laborer to weed the garden and repair the fence and
railing of the porch. Like the mistress of the house rather than_its
servant, she supervised everything. When Shifra Zirel, in a woolen dress
and pointed shoes, went for a stroll on Saturdays, after the pre-cooked
cholent dinner, she was stared at not only by common laborers and poor
girls, but by young men and women of good families as well. Daintily
holding up her skirt, she walked, her head high. Her assistant, the bath-
house attendant’s daughter, followed, carrying a bag of fruit and cook-
ies, for Jews could not carry parcels on the Sabbath. From the benches
in front of their houses women observed her and shook their heads.
“She’s as proud as a landowner’s wife!” they would comment, predicting
that her stay in Frampol would be brief.
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Temptation

One Tuesday, when Roise Temerl was in Janov visiting her sister, who
was ill, Nathan ordered the Gentile girl to prepare a steam bath for him.
His limbs and bones had been aching since morning, and he knew that
the only remedy for this was to perspire abundantly. After putting a
great deal of wood in the stove around the bricks, the girl lighted the
fire, filled the vat with water, and returned to the kitchen.

When the fire had burnt itself out, Nathan undressed and then
poured a bucket of water on the red hot bricks. The bathhouse filled
with steam. Nathan, climbing the stairs to the high shelf where the steam
was hot and dense, whipped himself with a twig broom that he had
prepared previously. Usually Roise Temerl helped him with this. When
he perspired she poured the buckets of water, and when she perspired he
poured. After they had flogged each other with twig brooms, Roise
Temerl would bathe him in a wooden tub and comb him. But this time
Roise Temer] had had to go to Janov to her sick sister, and Nathan did
not think it wise to wait for her return, since his sister-in-law was very
old and might die and then Roise Temerl would have to stay there seven
days. Never before had he taken his bath alone. The steam, as usual,
soon settled. Nathan wanted to go down and pour more water on the
bricks, but his legs felt heavy and he was lazy. With his belly protruding
upward, he lay on his back, flogging himself with the broom, rubbing his
knees and ankles, and staring at the bent beam on the smoke-blackened
ceiling. Through the crack, a patch of clear sky stared in. This was the

an_Wwy_mwhplymHe remembered
his sister-in-law as a young woman full of life, and now she was on her
deathbed. He too would not eat marchpanes nor sleep on eiderdown
forever, it occurred to him, for some day he would be placed in a dark
grave, his_eyes covered with shards, and worms would consume the
body that Roise Temerl had pampered for the nearly fifty years that she
had been his wife.

Probing his soul, Nathan lay there, belly upward, when he suddenly
heard the chain clank, the door creak. Looking about, he saw to his
amazement, that Shifra Zirel had entered. Barefoot, with a white ker-
chief around her head, she was dressed only in a slip. In a choking voice,
he cried out, “No!” and hastened to cover himself. Upset, and shaking
his head, he beckoned her to leave, but Shifra Zirel said, “Don’t be
afraid, master, I won't bite you.”

She poured a bucket of water over the hot bricks. A hissing noise
filled the room, and white clouds of steam quickly rose, scalding
Nathan’s limbs. Then Shifra Zirel climbed the steps to Nathan, grabbed
the twig broom, and began to flog him. He was so stunned, he became
speechless. Choking, he almost rolled off the slippery shelf. Shifra Zirel,
meanwhile, continued diligently to whip him and to rub him with a cake
of soap she had brought. Finally, having regained his composure, he
said, hoarsely, “What's the matter with you? Shame on you!”

“What’s there to be ashamed about?” the servant asked airily. “I
won’t harm the master . ..”

For a long time she occupied herself combing and massaging him,
rubbing him with soap, and drenching him with water, and Nathan was
compelled to acknowledge that this devilish woman was more accom-
plished than Roise Temerl. Her hands, too, were smoother; they tickled
his body-and aroused his desire. He soon forgot that this was the month
of Elul, before the Days of Awe, and told the servant to lock the
wooden latch of the door. Then, in a wavering voice, he made a proposi—
tion.

“Never, uncle!” she said resolutely, pouring a bucket of water on
him.

“Why not?” he asked, his neck, belly, head, all his limbs dripping.

“Because I belong to my husband.”

“What husband?”

“The one I'll have some day, God willing.”
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“Come on, Shifra Zirel,” he said. “I’ll give you something—a coral
necklace, or a brooch.”

“You're wasting your breath,” she said.

“A kiss at least!” he begged.

“A kiss will cost twenty-five coins,” Shifra Zirel said.

“Groszy or threepence pieces?”” Nathan asked, efficiently, and Shifra
Zirel answered, “Gulden.” .

Nathan reflected. Twenty-five gulden was no triﬂe.<But I, the Old
Nick, reminded him that one does not live forever, and that there was no
harm in leaving a few gulden less behind. Therefore, he agreed.

Bending over him, placing her arms about his neck, Shifra Zirel
kissed him on the mouth. Half kiss and half bite, it cut his breath. Lust
arose in him. He could not climb down, for his arms and legs were
trembling, and Shifra Zirel had to help him down and even put on his
dressing gown. “So that’s the kind you are . . .”” he murmured.

“Don’t insult me, Reb Nathan,” she admonished. “I'm pure.”

“Pure as a pig's knuckle,” Nathan thought. He opened the door
for her. After a moment, glancing anxiously about to make sure he was
not seen, he left also. “Imagine such a thing happening!” he murmured.
“What impudence! A real whore!” He resolved never again to have
anything to do with her.

1V
Troubled Nights

Nathan lay at night on his eiderdown mattress, wrapped in a silken
blanket, his head propped up by three pillows, but he was robbed of
sleep by my wife Lilith and her companions. He had droused off, but
was awake; he began to dream something, but the vision frightened him,
and he rose with a start. Someone invisible whispered something into his
ear. He fancied, for a moment, that he was thirsty. Then his head felt
feverish. Leaving his bed, he slipped into his slippers and dressing gown,
and went to the kitchen to scoop up a mug of water. Leaning over. the
barrel, he slipped and almost fell in. Suddenly he realized that he craved
Shifra Zirel with the craving of a young man. “What’s the matter with
me?” he murmured, “This can_ only be a trick of the devil.” He started
0 walk to his own room, but found himself going to the little room
where the servant slept. Halting at the doorway, he listened. A rustling
came from behind the stove, and in the dry wood something creaked. The
pale glow of a lantern flashed outside; there was a sigh. Nathan recalled
that this was(_Elu& that God-fearing Jews rise at dawn for the Selichot
prayers. Just as"he was about to turn back, the servant opened the door
and asked in an alert tone, “Who's there?”
“I am,” Nathan whispered.
“What does the master wish?”
“Don’t you know?”
She groaned and was silent, as though wondering what to do. Then
she said, “Go back to bed, master. It's no use talking.”
“But I can’t sleep,” Nathan complained in a tone he sometimes used
with Roise Temerl. “Don’t send me away!”
“Leave, master,” Shifra Zirel said in an angry voice, “or I'll scream!”
“Hush. T won't force you, God forbid. I'm fond of you. I love
you.”
“If the master loves me then let him marry me.”
“How can I! I have a wife!” Nathan said, surprised.
“Well, what of it? What do you think divorce is for?” she said and
sat up.
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“She’s not a woman,” Nathan thought, “but a demon.”. Frightened
by her and her talk he remained in the doorway, heavy, bewilderec.i,
leaning against the jamb. The Good Spirit, who is at the height of his
power during the month of Elul, reminded him of The Measure of
Righteousness—which he had read in Yiddish—stories of pious men,
tempted by landowners’ wives, she-demons, whores, but who had re-
fused to succumb to the temptation. “I'll send her away at once, tomor-
row, even if I must pay her wages for a year,” Nathan decided. But he
said, “What’s wrong with you? I've lived with my wife for almost fifty
years! Why should I divorce her now?”

“Fifty years is sufficient,” the brazen servant answered.

Her insolence, rather than repelling him, attracted him the more.
Walking to her bed, he sat on the edge. A vile warmth arose from her.
Seized by a powerful desire, he said, “How can 1 divorce her? She won't
consent.”

“You can get one without her consent,” said the servant, apparently
well informed.

Blandishments and promises would not change her mind. To all
Nathan's arguments, she turned a deaf ear. Day was already breaking
when he returned to his bed. His bedroom walls were gray as canvas.
Like a coal glowing on a heap of ashes, the sun arose in the east, casting
a light, scarlet as the fire of hell. A crow, alighting on the windowsill,
began to caw with its curved black beak, as though trying to announce a
piece of bad news. A shudder went through Nathan's bones. He felt that
he was his own master no longer, that the Evil Spirit, having seized the

reins, drove him along an iniquitous path, perilous and full of obstacles.

From then on Nathan did not have a moment’s respite.

While his wife, Roise Temerl, observed the mourning period for her
sister in Janov, he was roused each night, and driven to Shifra Zirel,
who, each time, rejected him.

Begging and imploring, he promised valuable gifts, offered a rich
dowry and inclusion in his will, but nothing availed him. He vowed not
to return to her, but his vow was broken each time. He spoke foolishly,
in a manner unbecoming to a respectable man, and disgraced himself.
When he woke her, she not only chased him away, but scolded him. In
passing from his room to hers in the darkness, he would stumble against
doors, cupboards, stoves, and he was covered with bruises. He ran into a
slop basin and spilled it. He shattered glassware. He tried to recite a
chapter of the Psalms that he knew by heart and implored God to rescue
him¢from the net 1 had spread}but the holy words were distorted on his
lips and his mind was confused with impure thoughts. In his bedroom
there was a constant buzz and hum from the glowworms, flies, moths,
and mosquitoes{with which I, the Evil One, had filled it>With eyes open
and ears intent, Nathan lay wide awake, listening to each rustle. Roost-
ers crowed, frogs croaked in the swamps, crickets chirped, flashes of
lightning glowed strangely. A little imp kept reminding him: Don’t be a
fool, Reb Nathan, she’s waiting for you; she wants to see if you’re a man
or a mouse. And the imp hummed: _Elul or no Elul, a womanis a

‘woman, and if you don't enjoy her in this world _iﬂt_;gmtgg_l_ate_ in_the next,

Nathan would call Shifra Zirel and wait for her to answer. It seemed to
him that he heard the patter of bare feet, that he saw the whiteness of
her body or of her slip in the darkness. Finally, trembling, afire, he
would rise from his bed to go to her room. But she remained stubborn.
“Either I or the mistress,” she would declare. “Go, master!”

And grabbing a broom from the pile of refuse, she would smack him
across the back. Then Reb Nathan Jozefover, the richest man in Fram-
pol, respected by young and old, would return defeated and whipped to
his canopied bed, to toss feverishly until sunrise.
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Forest Road

Roise Temerl, when she returned from Janov and saw her husband, was
badly frightened. His face was ashen; there were bags under his eyes; his
beard, which until recently had been black, was now threaded with
white; his stomach had become loose, and hung like a sack. Like one
dangerously ill, he could barely drag his feet along. “Woe is me, even
finer things than this are put in the grave!” she exclaimed. She began to
question him, but since he could not tell her the truth, he said he was
suffering from headaches, heartburn, stitches, and similar ailments.
Roise Temerl, though she had looked forward to seeing her husband and
had hoped to enjoy herself with him, ordered a carriage and horses and
told him to see a doctor in Lublin. Filling a suitcase with cookies, jams,
juices, and various other refreshments, she urged him not to spare
money, but to find the best of doctors and to take all the medication he
prescribed. Shifra Zirel, too, saw her master depart, escorting the car-
riage on foot as far as the bridge, and wishing him a speedy recovery.

Late at night, by the light of the full moon, while the carriage drove

.along a' forest‘road and shadows ran ahead,<l, the Evil Spirit, came to

Reb Nathan and asked, “Where are you going?”

“Can’t you see? To a doctor.”

“Your ailment can’t be cured by a doctor,” I said.

“What shall I do then? Divorce my old wife?”

“Why not?” I said to him. “Did not Abraham drive his bondwoman,
Hagar, into the wilderness, with nothing but a bottle of water, because
he preferred Sarah? And later, did he not take Keturah and have six
sons with her? Did not Moses, the teacher of all Jews, take, in addition
to Zipporah, another wife from the land of Kush; and when Miriam, his
sister, spoke against ‘him, did she not become leprous? Know ye,
Nathan, you are fated to have sons and daughters, and according to the
law, you should have divorced Roise Temerl ten years after marrying
her? Well, you may not leave the world without begetting children, and
Heaven, therefore, has sent you Shifra Zirel to lie in your lap and
become pregnant and bear healthy children, who after your death, will
say Kaddish for you and will inherit your possessions. Therefore do not
try to resist, Nathan, for such is the decree of Heaven, and if you do not
execute it, you will be punished, you will die soon, and Roise Temerl
will be a widow anyway and you will inherit hell.”

Hearing these words, Nathan became frightened. Shuddering from
head to foot, he said, “If so, why do I go to Lublin? I should, rather,
order the driver to return to Frampol.”

And T replied, “No, Nathan. Why tell your wife what you're about
to do? When she learns you plan to divorce her and take the servant in
her place, she will be greatly grieved, and may revenge herself on you or
the servant. Rather follow the advice Shifra Zirel gave you. Get divorce
papers in Lublin and place them secretly in your wife's dresses; this will
make the divorce valid. Then tell her that doctors had advised you to go
to Vienna for an operation since you have an internal growth. And
before leaving, collect all the money and take it along with you, leaving
your wife only the house and the furniture and her personal belongings.
Only when you are far from home, and Shifra Zirel with you, you may
inform Roise Temerl that she is a divorcee. In this way you will avoid
scandal. But do not delay, Nathan, For Shifra Zirel won’t tarry, and if
she leaves you, you might be punished and perish and lose this world as
well as the next.”

I made more speeches, pious and impious, and at daybreak, when he
fell asleep, I brought him Shifra Zirel, naked, and showed him the
images of the children she would bear, male and female, with side
whiskers and curls, and I made him eat imaginary dishes she had pre-
pared for him: they tasted of Paradise. He awoke from these visions,
famished, and consumed with desire. Approaching the city, the carriage
stopped at an inn, where Nathan was served breakfast and a soft bed
prepared for him. But on his palate there remained the savor of the
pancake he had tasted in his dream. And on his lips he could almost feel
Shifra Zirel’s kisses. Overcome with longing, he put on his coat again,
and told his hosts he must hurry to meet merchants.
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In a back alley where(_I) led him, he discovered a miserly scribe,
who for five gulden, wrote the divorce papers and had them signed by
witnesses, as required by law. Then Nathan, after purchasing numerous
bottles and pills from an apothecary, returned to Frampol. He told his
wife he had been examined by three doctors, that they had all found he
had a tumor in his stomach, and that he must go at once to Vienna to be
treated by great specialists or he would not last the year. Shaken by the
story, Roise Temerl said, “What’s money? Your health means far more
to me.” She wanted to accompany him, but Nathan reasoned with her
and argued, “The trip will cost double; moreover, our business here
must be looked after. No, stay here, and God willing, if everything goes
well, I'll be back, we'll be happy together.” To make a long story short,
Roise Temerl agreed with him and stayed.

The same night, after Roise Temerl had fallen asleep, Nathan rose
from bed and quietly placed the divorce papers in her trunk. He also
visited Shifra Zirel in her room to inform her of what he had done.
Kissing and embracing him, she promised to be a good wife and faithful
mother to his children. But in her heart, jeering, she thought: You old
fool, you'll pay dearly for falling in love with a whore.

And now starts the story of how I and my companions_forced the
old sinner, Nathan Jozefover, to become a man who sees without being
seen, so that his bones would never be properly buried, which is the

penalty for lechery.

VI
Nathan Returns

A year passed, Roise Temerl now had a second husband, having mar-
ried a Frampol grain dealer, Moshe Mecheles, who had lost his wife at
the same time as she had been divorced. Moshe Mecheles was a small
red-bearded man, with heavy red eyebrows and piercing yellow eyes. He
often disputed with the Frampol rabbi, put on two pairs of phylacteries
while praying, and owned a water mill. He was always covered with
white flour dust. He had been rich before, and after his marriage to
Roise Temerl, he took over her granaries and customers and became a
magnate.

Whv had Roise Temerl married him? For one thing, other people
intervened. Secondly, she was lonely, and thought that another husband
might at least partially replace Nathan.<Third, I, the Seducer, had my
own reasons for wanting her married>Well, after marrying, she realized
She had_made a_mistake. Moshe Mecheles had odd ways. He was thin,
and she tried to fatten him, but he would not touch her dumplings,
pancakes, and chickens. He preferred bread with garlic, potatoes in their
skins, onions and radishes, and once a day, a piece of lean boiled beef.
His stained caftan was never buttoned; he wore a string to hold up his
trousers, refused to go to the bath Roise Temerl would heat for him, and
had to be forced to change a shirt or a pair of underpants. Moreover he
was rarely at home; he either traveled for business or attended com-
munity meetings. He went to sleep late, and groaned and snored in his
bed. When the sun rose, so did Moshe Mecheles, humming like a bee.
Although close to sixty, Roise Temerl still did not disdain what others

like, but Moshe Mecheles came to her rarely, and then it was only a
question of duty, The woman finally conceded that she had blundered,
but what could be done? She swallowed her pride and suffered silently.

One afternoon around Elul time, when Roise Temerl went to the
yard to pour out the slops, she saw a strange figure. She cried out; the
basin fell from her hands, the slops spilled at her feet. Ten paces away
stood Nathan, her former husband. He was dressed like a beggar, his
caftan torn, a piece of rope around his loins, his shoes in shreds, and on
his head only the lining of a cap. His once pink face was now yellow,
and the clumps of his beard were gray; pouches hung from his eyes.
From his disheveled eyebrows he stared at Roise Temerl. For a moment
it occurred to her that he must have died, and this was his ghost before
her. She almost called out: Pure Soul, return to your place of rest! But
since this was happening in broad daylight, she soon recovered from her
shock and asked in a trembling voice: “Do my eyes deceive me?”
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“No,” said Nathan. “Itis .” )

For a long time husband and wife stoud silently gazing at each other.
Roise Temerl was so stunned that she could not speak. Her legs began
to shake, and she had to hold on to a tree to keep from falling.

“Woe is me, what has become of you?” she cried.

“Is your husband at home?” Nathan asked.

“My husband?” she was bewildered, “No . ..” ]

About to ask him in, Roise Temerl remembered that according to
law, she was not permitted_to stay under the same roof with him. Also,
she feared that the servant might recognize him. Bending, she picked up
the slop basin.

“What happened?” she asked. o '

Haltingly, Nathan told her how he had met Shifra Z‘“?l m.Lublm,
married her. and been persuaded by her to go to her relatives in Hun-

gary. At an inn near the border, she deserted him, stealing everything,
even his clothes. Since then, he had wandered all over the country, slept
in poorhouses, and like a beggar, made the rounds of private homes. At
first he had thought he would obtain a writ signed by one hundred
rabbis, enabling him to remarry, and he had set out for Frampol. Then
he had learned that Roise Temerl had married again, and he had come
to beg her forgiveness.

Unable to believe her eyes, Roise Temerl kept staring at him. Lean-
ing on his crooked stick, as a beggar might, he never lifted his eyes.
From his ears and nostrils, thatches of hair protruded. Through his torn
coat, she saw the sackcloth, and through a slit in it, his flesh. He seemed
to have grown smaller.

“Have any of the townspeople seen you?” she asked.

“No. I came through the fields.”

“Woe is me. What can I do with you now?” she exclaimed. “I am
married.”

“I don’t want anything from you,” Nathan said. “Farewell.”

“Don’t go!” Roise Temerl said. “Oh, how unlucky I am!”

Covering her face with her hands, she began to sob. Nathan moved
aside.

“Don’t mourn for me,” he said. “I haven’t died yet.”

“I wish you had,” she replied. “I'd be happier.”

Well, 1, the Destroyer, had not yet tried all my insidious tricks. The
scale of sins and punishment was not yet balanced. Therefore, in a
vigorous move, I spoke to the woman in the language of compassion, for
it is known that compassion, like any other sentiment, can serve evil as
well as good purposes. Roise Temerl, I said, he is your husband; you
lived with him for fifty years, and you cannot repudiate him, now that he
has fallen. And when she asked, “What shall I do? After all, I cannot
stand here and expose myself to derision,” I made -a_suggestion. She
trembled, raised her eyes, and beckoned Nathan to follow her. Submis-
sively, he walked behind her, like any poor visitor who does everything
that the lady of the house tells him to do.

VII
The Secret of the Ruin

In the yard, behind the granary, near the bathhouse, stood a ruin in
which many years before, Roise Temerl’s parents had lived. It was
unoccupied now, its ground floor windows boarded, but on the second
floor there were still a few well-preserved rooms. Pigeons perched on the
roof, and swallows had nested under the gutter. A worn broom had been
stuck in the chimney. Nathan had often said the building should be
razed, but Roise Temerl had insisted that while she was alive her par-
ents’ home would not be demolished. The attic was littered with old
rubbish and rags. Schoolboys said that a light emanated from the ruin at
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midnight, and that demons lived in the cellar. Roise Temerl led Nathan
there now. It was not easy to enter the ruin. Weeds that pricked and
burned obstructed the path. Roise Temerls skirt caught on thorns sharp
as nails. Little molehills were everywhere. A heavy curtain of cobwebs
barred the open doorway. Roise Temerl swept them away with a rotten
branch. The stairs were rickety. Her legs were heavy and she had to lean
on Nathan’s arm. A thick cloud of dust arose, and Nathan began to
sneeze and cough.

“Where are you taking me?” he asked, bewildered.

“Don’t be afraid,” Roise Temerl said. “It’s all right.”

Leaving him in the ruin, she returned to the house. She told the
servant to take the rest of the day off, and the servant did not have to be
told twice. When she had gone, Roise Temerl opened the cabinets that
were still filled with Nathan’s clothes, took his linen from the chest, and
brought everything to the ruin. Once more she left, and when she re-
turned it was with a basket containing a meal of rice and pot roast, tripe
with calves’ feet, white bread, and stewed prunes. After he had gobbled
his supper and licked off the prune plate, Roise Temerl drew a bucket of
water from the well and told him to go to another room to wash. Night
was falling, but the twilight lingered a long time. Nathan did as Roise
Temerl instructed, and she could hear him splash and sigh in the next

room. Then he changed his clothes. When Roise Temerl saw him, tears
streamed from her eyes. The full moon that shone through the window
made the room bright as daylight, and Nathan, in a clean shirt, his
dressing gown embroidered with leaves and flowers, in his silken cap
and velvet slippers, once again seemed his former self.

Moshe Mecheles happened to be out of town, and Roise Temerl was
in no hurry. She went again to the house and returned with bedding. The
bed only needed to be fitted with boards. Not wanting to light a candle,
lest someone notice the glow, Roise Temerl went about in the dark,
climbed to the attic with Nathan, and groped until she found some old
slats for the bed. Then she placed a mattress, sheets, and pillow on it.
She had even remembered to bring some jam and a box of cookies so
that Nathan could refresh himself before going to sleep. Only then did
she sit down on the unsteady stool to rest. Nathan sat on the edge of the
bed.

After a long silence, he said, “What’s the use? Tomorrow T must
leave.”

“Why tomorrow?” said Roise Temerl. “Rest up. There’s always time
to rot in the poorhouse.”

Late into the night they sat, talking, murmuring. Roise Temerl cried
and stopped crying, began again and was calm again. She insisted that
Nathan confess everything to her, without omitting details, and he told
her again how he had met Shifra Zirel, how they had married, how she
had persuaded him to go with her to Pressburg, and how she had spent
the night full of swect talk and love play with him at an inn. And at
daybreak, when he fell asleep, she had arisen and untied the bag from
his neck. He also told Roise Temerl how he had been forced to discard
all shame, to sleep in beggars’ dormitories, and eat at strangers’ tables.
Although his story angered her, and she called him blockhead, stupid
fool, ass, idiot, her heart almost dissolved with pity.

“What is there to do now?” she kept murmuring to herself, over and
over again. And I, the Evil Spirit, answered: Don’t let him go. The
beggar’s life is not for him. He might die of grief or shame. And when
Roise Temerl argued that because she was a married woman she had no
right to stay with him, 1 said: Can the twelve lines of a bill of divorce-
ment separate two souls who have been fused by fifty years of common
life? Can a brother and sister be transformed by law into strangers?
Hasn’t Nathan become part of you? Don't you see him every night in
your dreams? Isn’t all your fortune the result of his industry and effort?
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And what is Moshe Mecheles? A stranger, a lout. Wouldn't it be better
to fry with Nathan in Hell, rather than serve as Moshe Mecheles’ foot-
stool in Heaven? I also recalled to her an incident in a storybook,
where a landowner, whose wife had eloped with a bear tamer, later
forgave her and took her back to his manor. .

When the clock in the Frampol church chimed eleven, Roise Temerl
returned home. In her luxurious, canopied bed, she tossed, like one in a
fever. For a long time, Nathan tood beside his window, looking out.
The Elul sky was full of stars_éhe owl on the roof of the synagogue
screeched with a human voice. The caterwauling of cats reminded him
of women in labor. Crickets chirped, and unscen saws seemed to be
buzzing through trec trunkiy'he neighing of horses that had grazed all
night came through the fields with the calls of shepherds. Nathan, be-
cause he stood on an upper floor, could see the whole little town at a
glance, the synagogue, the church, the slaughterhouse, the public bath-
house, the market, and the side streets where Gentiles lived. He recog-
nized each shed, shack, and board in his own yard. A goat stripped
some bark from a tree. A field mouse left the granary to return to its
nest. Nathan watched for a long time. __I”Elzg_ry_t_h.i‘r_\gr about him was fa-
miliar and yet strange, real and ghostly, as though he were no longer
among _the living—only his spirit floated there. He recalled that there
was a Hebrew phrase which applied to him, but he could not remember

it exactly. Finally, after trying for a long time, he remembered: one who
sees without being seen.

VIII
One Who Sees without Being Seen

In Frampol the rumor spread that Roise Temerl, having quarreled with
her maid, had dismissed her in the middle of her term. This surprised
the housewives, because the girl was reputedly industrious and honest.
Actually, Roise Temerl had dismissed the girl to keep her from discover-
ing that Nathan lived in the ruin. As always, when I seduce sinners, I
persuaded the couple that all this was provisional, that Nathan would
stay only until he had recovered from his wandering. But [ made certain
that Roise Temerl welcomed the presence of her hidden guest and that
Nathan enjoyed being where he was. Even though they discussed their
future separation each time they were together, Roise Temerl gave
Nathan’s quarters an air of permanency. She resumed her cooking and
frying for him, and once more brought him her tasty dishes. After a few
days, Nathan's appearance changed remarkably. From pastries and
puddings, his face became pink again, and once more, like that of a man_
of wealth, his paunch protruded. Once more he wore embroidered shirts,
velvet slippers, silken dressing gowns, and carried batiste handkerchiefs.
To keep him from being bored by his idleness, Roisc Temerl brought him
a Bible in Yiddish, a copy of the Inheritance of the Deer, and numerous
storybooks. She even managed to procure some tobacco for his pipe, for
he enjoyed smoking one, and she brought from the cellar bottles of wine
and mead that Nathan had stored for years. The divorced couple had
banquets in the ruin.

I made certain that Moshe Mecheles was seldom at home; 1 sent him
to all kinds of fairs, and even recommended him as arbiter in disputes. It
did not take long for the ruin behind the granary to become Roise
Temerl's only comfort. Just as a miser’s thoughts constantly dwell on
the treasure he has buried far from sight, so Roise Temerl thought only
of the ruin and the secret in her heart. Sometimes she thought that
Nathan had died and she had magically resurrected him for a while; at
other times, she imagined the whole thing a dream. Whenever she
looked out of her window at the moss-covered roof of the ruin, she
thought: No! It's inconceivable for Nathan to be there; I must be de-
luded. And immediately, she had to fly there, up the rickety stairs, to be
met halfway by Nathan in person, with his familiar smile and his pleas-
ant odor. “Nathan, you’re here?” she would ask, and he would respond,
*“Yes, Roise Temerl, I'm here and waiting for you.”
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“Have you missed me?” she would ask, and he would answer: “Of
course. When I hear your step, it’s a holiday for me.”

“Nathan, Nathan,” she would continue. “Would you have believed
a year ago that it would end like this?”

And he would murmur, “No, Roise Temerl, it is like a bad dream.”

“Oh Nathan, we have already lost this world, and I'm afraid we’ll
lose the other also,” Roise Temerl said.

And he replied, “Well, that’s too bad, but hell too is for people, not
for dogs.”

Since Moshe Mecheles belonged to the Hasidim, 1, Old Rebel, sent
him to spend the Days of Awe with_his rabbi. Alone, Roise Temerl
bought Nathan a prayer shawl, a white robe, a prayer book, and pre-
pared a holiday meal for him. Since on Rosh Hashanah, there is no
moon, he ate the evening meal in darkness, blindly dunked a slice of
bread in honey, and tasted an apple, a carrot, the head of a carp, and
offered a blessing for the first fruit, over a pomegranate. He stood pray-
ing during the day in his robe and prayer shawl. The sound of the ram’s
horn came faintly to his ears from the synagogue. At the intermission
between the prayers, Roise Temerl visited him in her golden dress, her
white, satin-lined coat, and the shawl embroidered with silver threads, to
wish him a happy new year. The golden chain he had given her for their
betrothal hung around her neck. A brooch he had brought to her from
Danzig quivered on her breast, and from her wrist dangled a bracelet he
had bought her at Brod. She exuded an aroma of honey cake and the
women's section of the synagogue. On the evening before the Day of
Atonement, Roise Temerl brought him a white rooster as a sacrificial
victim and prepared for him the meal to be eaten before commencing
the fast. Also, she gave the synagogue a wax candle for his soul. Before
leaving for the Minchah prayer at the synagogue, she came to bid him
goodbye, and she began to lament so loudly that Nathan feared she
would be heard. Falling into his arms, she clung to him and would not
be torn away. She drenched his face with tears and howled as though
possessed. “Nathan, Nathan,” she wailed, “may we have no more un-
happiness,” and other things that are said when a member of a family
dies, repeating them many times. Fearing she might faint and fall,
Nathan had to escort her downstairs. Then, standing at the window, he
watched the _people of Frampol on _their way to the synagogue. The
women walked quickly and vigorously, as though hurrying to pray for
someone on his decathbed; they held up their skirts, and when two of
them met, they fell into each other’s arms and swayed back and forth as
if in some mysterious struggle. Wives of prominent citizens knocked at
doors of poor people and begged to be forgiven. Mothers, whose chil-

dren were ill, ran with arms outstretched, as though chasing someone,
crying like madwomen. Elderly men, before leaving home, removed
their shoes, put on white robes, prayer shawls, and white skullcaps. In
the synagogue yard, the poor sat with alms’ boxes on benches. A reddish
glow spread over the roofs, reflecting in the window panes, and illumi-
nating pale faces. In the west, the sun grew enormous; clouds around it
caught fire, until half the sky was suffused with flames. Nathan recalled
the River of Fire, in which all souls must cleanse themselves. The sun
sank soon below the horizon. Girls, dressed in white, came outside and
carefully closed shutters. Little flames played on the high windows of the
synagogue, and inside, the entire building seemed to be one great flicker.
A muted hum arose from it, and bursts of sobbing. Removing his shoes,
Nathan wrapped himself in his shawl and robe. Half reading and half
remembering, he chanted the words of Kol Nidre, the song that is re-
cited not only by the living but by the dead in their graves. What was he,
Nathan Jozefover, but a dead man, who instead of resting in his grave,
wandered about in a world that did not exist?
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IX
Footprints in the Snow

The High Holy Days were over. Winter had come. But Nathan was still
in the ruin. It could not be heated, not only because the stove had been
dismantled, but because smoke, coming from the chimney, would make
people suspicious. To keep Nathan from freezing, Roise Temerl pro-
vided him with warm clothes and a coal pot. At night he covered himself
with two feather quilts. During the day he wore his fox fur and had felt
boots on his feet. Roise Temerl also brought him a little barrel of spirits
with a straw in it, which he sipped each time he felt cold, while eating a
piece of dried mutton. From the rich food with which Roise Temerl
plied him, he grew fat and heavy. In the evenings he stood at the
window watching with curiosity the women who went to the ritual bath.
On market days he never left the window. Carts drove into the yard and
peasants unloaded sacks of grain. Moshe Mecheles, in a cotton padded
jacket, ran back and forth, crying out hoarsely. Although it pained
Nathan to think that this ridiculous fellow disposed of his possessions
and lay with his wife, Moshe Mecheles’s appearance made him laugh, as
though the whole thing were a kind of prank that he, Nathan, had
played on his competitor. Sometimes he felt like calling to him: Hey,
there, Moshe Mecheles! while throwing him a bit of plaster or a bone.
As long as there was no snow, Nathan had everything he needed.
Roise Temerl visited him often. At night Nathan would go out for a
walk on a path that led to the river. But one night a great deal of snow

fell, and the next day Roise Temerl did not visit him, for she was afraid
someone might notice her tracks in the snow. Nor could Nathan go out
to satisfy his natural needs. For two days he had nothing warm to eat,
and the water in the pail turned to ice. On the third day Roise Temerl
hired a peasant to clear the snow between the house and the granary and
she also told him to clear the snow between the granary and the ruin.
Moshe Mecheles, when he came home, was surprised and asked, “Why?”
but she changed the subject, and since he suspected nothing, he soon
forgot about it.

Nathan's life, from then on, became increasingly difficult. After each
new snowfall, Roise Temerl cleared the path with a shovel. To keep her
neighbors from secing what went on in the yard, she had the fence
repaired. And as a pretext for going to the ruin, she had a ditch for
refuse dug close to it. Whenever she saw Nathan, he said it was time for
him to take his bundle and leave, but Roise Temerl prevailed on him to
wait. “Where will you go?” she asked. “You might, God forbid, drop
from exhaustion.” According to the almanac, she argucd, the winter
would be a mild one, and summer would begin early, weeks before
Purim, and he only had to get through half the month of Kislev, besides
Teveth and Shevat. She told him other things. At times, they did not
even speak, but sat silently, holding hands and weeping. Both of them
were actually losing strength each day. Nathan_grew.fatter, morc blown
up; his belly was full of wind; his legs secemed lcaden; and his sight was
dimming. He could no longer read his storybooks. Roise Temerl grew
thin, like a _consumptive, lost her appetite, and could not sleep. Some
nights she lay awake, sobbing. And when Moshe Mecheles asked her
why, she said it was because she had no children to pray for her after
she was gone.

One day a downpour washed away the snow. Since Roise Temerl
had not visited the ruin for two days, Nathan expected her to arrive at
any moment. He had no food left; only a bit of brandy remained at the
bottom of the barrel. For hours on end he stood waiting for her at the
window, which was misted over with frost, but she did not come. The
night was pitch black and icy. Dogs barked, a wind blew. The walls of
the ruin shook; a whistling sound ran through the chimney, and the
eaves rattled on the roof. In Nathan’s house, now the house of Moshe
Mecheles, several lamps scemed to have been lighted; it secemed extraor-
dinarily bright, and the light made the surrounding darkness thicker.
Nathan thought he heard the rolling of whecls, as though a carriage had
driven to the housc. In the darkness, someone drew water from the well,
and someone pourcd out the slops. The night wore on, but despitc the
late hour, the shutters remained open. Sccing shadows run back and
forth, Nathan thought important visitors might have come and were being
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treated to a banquet. He remained staring into the night until his knees
grew weak, and with his last bit of strength, he dragged himself to his
bed and fell into a deep sleep.

The cold awoke him early next morning. With stiff limbs he arose and
barely propelled himself to the window. More snow had fallen during
the night, and a heavy frost had set in. To his amazement, Nathan saw a
group of men and women standing around his house. He wondered,
anxiously, what was going on. But he did not have to wonder long, for
suddenly the door swung open, and four men carried out a coffin hearse
covered with a black cloth. “Moshe Mecheles is dead!” Nathan thought.
But then he saw Moshe Mecheles following the coffin. It was not he, but
Roise Temer] who had died.

Nathan could not weep. It was as though the cold had frozen his
tears. Trembling and shaking, he watched the men carrying the coffin,
watched the beadle rattling his alms box and the mourners wading
through deep snowdrifts. The sky, pale as linen, hung low, meeting the
blanketed earth. As though drifting on a flood, the trees in the fields
seemed to be afloat in whiteness. From his window, Nathan could see all
the way to the cemetery. The coffin moved up and down; the crowd,
following it, thinned out and at times vanished entirely, seemed to sink
into the ground and then emerge again. Nathan fancied for a moment
that the cortege had stopped and no longer advanced, and then, that the
people, as well as the corpse, were moving backward. The cortege grew
gradually smaller, until it became a black dot. Because the dot ceased to
move, Nathan realized that the pallbearers had reached the cemetery,
and that he was watching his faithful wife being buried. With the re-
maining brandy, he washed his hands, for the water in his pail had turned
to ice, and he began to murmur the prayer for the dead.

X
Two Faces

Nathan had intended to pack his things and leave during the night, but I,
the Chief of the Devils, prevented him from carrying out his plan. Before
sunrise he was seized with powerful stomach cramps; his head grew hot
and his knees so weak that he could not walk. His shoes had grown
brittle; he could not put them on; and his legs had become fat. The
Good Spirit counseled him to call for help, to shout until people heard
and came to rescue him, because no man may cause his own death, but I
said_to_him: Do you remember the words of King David: “Let me
rather fall into God’s hands, than into the hands of people?” You don’t
want Moshe Mecheles and his henchmen to have the satisfaction of re-
venging themselves on you and jeering. Rather die like a dog. In short, he
listened to_me, first, because he was proud, and second, because_he was

not fated to be buried according to law. .

Gathering together his last remnants of strength, he pushed his bed
to the window, to lie there and watch. He fell asleep early and awoke.
There was day, and then night. Sometimes he heard cries in the yard. At
other times he thought someone called him by name. His head, he
fancied, had grown monstrously large and burdensome, like a millstone
carried on his neck. His fingers were wooden, his tongue hard; it seemed
bigger than the space it occupied. My helpers, goblins, appeared to him
in dreams. They screamed, whistled, kindled fires, walked on stilts, and
carried on like Purim players. He dreamed of-floods, then of fires, imag-
ined the world had been destroyed, and then that he hovered in the void
with bats’ wings. In his dreams he also saw pancakes, dumplings, broad
noodles with cheese, and when he awoke his stomach was as full as
though he had actually eaten; he belched and sighed, and touched his
belly that was empty and aching all over.
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Once, sitting up, he looked out of the window, and saw to his
surprise that people were walking backward, and marveled at this. Soon
‘he saw other extraordinary things. Among those who passed, he recog-
'nized men who had long been dead. “Do my eyes deceive me?” he
‘wondered, “Or has Messiah come, and has he resurrected the dead?”
' The more he looked the more astonished he became. Entire generations
passed.through the town, men and women with packs on their shoulders
.and staffs in their hands. He recognized, among them, his father and
grandfather, his grandmothers and great-aunts. He watched workers
build the Frampol synagogue. They carried bricks, sawed wood, mixed
 plaster, nailed on eaves. Schoolboys stood about, staring upward and
calling a strange word he could not understand, like something in a
foreign tongue. As in a dance around the Torah, two storks circled the
‘building. Then the building and builders vanished, and he saw a group
of people, barefooted, bearded, wild-eyed, with crosses in their hands,

~+lead a Jew to the gallows. Though the black-bearded young man cried

 heartrendingly, they dragged him on, tied in ropes. Bells were ringing;
+the people in the streets ran away and hid. It was midday, but it grew
:dark as the day of an eclipse of the sun. Finally, the young man cried
out: “Shema Yisroel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One,” and was left
hanging, his tongue lolling out. His legs swayed for a long time, and
‘hosts of crows flew overhead, cawing hoarsely.

On his last night, Nathan dreamed that, Roise Temerl and Shifra Zirel
were one woman with two faces. He was overjoyed at her appearance.
“Why have I not noticed this before?”” he wondered. “Why did I have to
 go through this trouble and anxiety?” He kissed the two-faced female,

+and she returned his kisses with her doubled lips, pressing against him

her two pairs of breasts. He spoke words of love to her, and she re-
sponded in two voices. In her four arms and two bosoms, all his ques-
tions were answered. There was no longer life and death, here nor there,
beginning nor end. “The truth is twofold,” Nathan exclaimed. “This is

| the mystery of all mysteries!” ' ;
Without a last confession of his sins, Nathan died that night. I at

+ once transported his soul to the nether abyss. He still wanders to this

day in desolate spaces, and has not yet been granted admittance to hell;
Moshe Mecheles married again, a young woman this time. She made
him pay dearly, soon inherited his fortune, and squandered it. Shifra
Zire] became a harlot in Pressburg and died in the poorhouse. The ruin
-still stands as before, and Nathan’s bones still lie there. And, who can
tell, perhaps another man, who sees without being seen, is hiding in it.




