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STUDENTS
FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS)

Students for a Democratic Society is an association of young people on
the left. It seeks to create a sustained community of educational and po -
litcal concern; one bringing together liberals and radicals, activists and
scholars, students and faculty. It maintains a vision of a democratic so--
ciety, where at all levels people have control of the decisions which affect
them and the resources on which they are dependent. It seeks a relevance
through the continual focus on realities and on the programs necessary to
effect change at the most basic levels of economic, political, and social
organization. It feels the urgency to put forth a radical, democratic pro-
gram whose methods embody the democratic vision. (Preamble)

The basic unit of SDS is the chapter, each of which is autonomous and
directs its program to activities, including intercampus, which its mem-
bers decide are most relevant. During the past year SDS membership and
activity in the New England region has grown at a rapid pace. There are
25 college ans high school chapters, three recently organizedadult groups,
2 Boston at-large chapter, and hundreds of interested individuals,. A re-
gional office with three staff members serves as a center of communica -
tion and helps coordinate and organize special projects.
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