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JEWISH TEACHERS" SEMINARY 0F CANADA

MONTREAL, QUEBEC
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Fellow Delegates to the Canadian Jewish Congress:

We take great pleasure in extending to you our sincerest wishes
for successful deliberations.

Knowing your deepfelt interest in Jewish educational problems, we
take the liberty of acquainting you with a few facts relative to our
educational institution.

The Jewish Teachers’ Seminary of Canada is about to complete
the first year of its existence, having been opened on September 9th,
1946. It is conducted under the auspices of the Association of the
Jewish Schools of Canada, which comprises the modern Hebrew-
Yiddish Schools of Montreal, Toronto, Windsor, Winnipeg and
Calgary.

The above mentioned schools are affiliated with the Canadian
Jewish Congress and for many years have worked indefatigably for the
creation of a unified Jewish Teachers’ Seminary, under the auspices of
Congress, to serve the educational needs of the entire Jewish com-
munity of Canada. Resolutions for the opening of such a Seminary
have been accepted at the last few Plenary Sessions of the Canadian
Jewish Congress. Negotiations to that effect have been proceeding
during the last few years among the representatives of the various
school systems affiliated with Congress, but unfortunately this effort
has, for the time being, been abandoned by Congress in May 1946.

The need for a training school for Jewish teachers in the
Dominion, has, however, become most acute. The shortage of teachers
in the various Jewish schools of this Dominion has lately become a
real menace to the very existence of the entire Jewish educational
system in Canada. In view of these facts, the school grouping referred
to above, had convened in full sessions in May and in July of 1946 for
the purpose of working out plans for the establishment of a Jewish
Teachers’ Seminaty to serve the immediate needs of our schools.

This school year our Seminary has an enrollment of 14 students,
6 male and 8 female, age 17 to 26. All our students have completed a
secondary education, and have graduated from Jewish schools, thus
coming to the Seminary with a very substantial grounding in Jewish
culture.

We were planning a three-year course but in view of the great
necessity of remedying the teacher shortage in the nearest future, we




decided to compress our curriculum into a strenuous and intensive two-
year course. Our students are taking 30 hours a week of lectures and
about 25 hours a week of preparatory homework. Our curriculum
comprises: Hebrew language and literature, new and old; Bible study
and Talmudic literature; Yiddish language and literature; Jewish
History; History of national and social movements; Jewish Folklore,
customs and traditions; Jewish ethnogrophy ; the Jewish scene in Pales-
tine and in the various countries of the Diaspora; History of Jewish
education; modern educational theories; Child Psychology; various
phases of pedagogy and teaching methods with special emphasis on the
Jewish subject matter; music, arts and crafts and the like. For the
teaching of these subjects we have engaged teachers of a very high
academic standing who have had very extensive teaching experiences.
We are fully confident that our students, upon graduation, will be
capable of satisfactorily filling a teaching position in any Jewish
school in this Dominion, in both elementary and higher grades. We
are now completing preparations for the opening of a new beginners’
class. '

To enable our students to pursue their studies free from any
financial encumbrances and to devote to them their entire time and
energy, we are giving them scholarships ranging from $600 to $1000
a year according to their needs and family responsibilities.

When we planned for the opening of the Seminary and in
organizing it, we were fully confident that the Canadian Jewish
Congress will subsidize our undertaking most liberally. Unfortunately,
negotiations for this subsidy have been long and protracted. This
necessitated our effecting dractic economies in the operations of our
seminary and the several schools that are sponsoring the seminary
have been called upon to make enormous financial sacrifices for its
upkeep. We sincerely hope that the Canadian Jewish Congress will
soon realize that our seminary is fulfilling a very vital function in the
Jewish community life of our Dominion and will in the near future
give it the full attention it deserves.

Jewish Teachers’ Seminary of Canada.

May, 1947.
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