PRARDPUDE B WAN

“215 § DD 0D ¥ WK DID & L[OVIYI PR 12T5V3 W 1 R C
PYIISYINY 25RN MR BRSY BN DR OVDY (BRI
9 BRN L MPDY YPYIYAYS B TITKLIND 'R DIYBYSIY
: BIYN M B BYY PBRE 8 15%10B

NNBN P IR — NBIND DI WHYSYD DIY (YDIDYNY DR Y
BRSPS 8 — NI

"IN IDESYIN SVMNAPT PN I T DIBYIRD ,VORE [DIR
IR DN JPING 1T B D153 1T MY D IR PNDY N IOIIBRS
; SYDRI N ANKR IBIRND

WNYI ANIR IXYDY — N2775Y3 T DM — NI BPwW —
LD'DY NIMR LR 37 WPYSYI W Y L1

DR VDIPYY IV M MY, SMY MR INNIRD [DIDBRD 1
“¥P 'R IPNYI NN B DD YR SBIWD D PYNR by by DY

¥ MR (YD B BYBD — DYIYD D37 WEYSYD DY 13v5 D W

o' YD BB IRDTBIN — Y
Iyanag YT (YPIPIIR SN —

SPDYSTPIIBNSTHNY B SV DIBYDTONY R MR BYIRD

N8 YOSIMNNYR ® L1NR DTD R LVSYDD YRYan eVanR VD
PINSINRYONOD WPIMIMIVIITPIRNG WT AR DYNR PV R 0 BN
B 1Y YR OPID DMIR BBRI M WLIR DD YT — @pIYL ANR
RO5IR W D WIVD YIVRID Y3 R NINDTED PIpwyp-Dyna
S ND NN Y RIN 11D DBNYYIBY 153 PYINITHNT BB WBIY
DIDMPIBY 5D'bY BYIIWYIOIR P08 ANR BOPMY IR 0 APBIMY
P93 (BOPIYDIHAR IR BEIRN IR TP WT ANR R P DVBY BNN

IPWIRD 1270y oy
DR SVPIYBED BYT ANKR DMK M3 R I3T0P3 W P BY

¥ DI R BIRD IR Y R DNIR BPYIWP WY DRT BB
B3 NSYD S 11N DIY IR BYBMPD IR BENS NYIYD M1 PIY R
RIS IRND DINBET 8

RS 21D NI R PIND DIR PR VLY PIDB PR N,

DID MR B LMD DEN 37 WDYSYD R IRIND DR ¥ IR L., NOM

13193 5Kt DY ,5M) 1Y 2NR 1D Y 1Py1nd 1 BINSD 1 IR N3P B3

'R 12 WoOYSED DYy 1Yo St — "NoR ANTM nor neo,
. co MBI MY DTN

1N, NN R NSYD S 1MITNY3 D ,310Y 18TD R R0 Lo
: SR OSDBRD L3R

— D' DD D DID YD DN L3775V W P BYDYIRD
AP S§1 135 — "B WD) DR DY, ,BDSM 17 DN — DY bOMn
DWERI DI PR DY RS W

SN BIYY DY MY LBOMS MR B YaR R

DVY NBOD jBRY DY RS 37 WO T BEN NYR P
L7003 5Y MaR oY RS, IR PIVIMMIDNR — WIND DR IR
DR IRTIR 1R WM IR AP D ISRDIND — DIYIYI BRN SRDIAY
29 WBYSYD YT BN BNA R ISYMIY DY 1Y 5B PP — 1YY
IR ISP PWRPR VAN N BSKA YN D BN MDD
IDMIDY YD 37 WBYSYD R IYBY) — BR5

S BPYSRI IR 377DV W BORID — YOINRD & DYBY —
129D R D SPPO) DR 1 B LoD DIY BIRD T DIR LPYILY
' AN T NwY YHo R — BRD1IIRY

1IDIEBAIN |2 IR BYN WN PR DWW 1D 15U Ypyn —
£y D 39 WwnYsy> byl
- — TR TR TR P R B )

ML IYD BDPRN NP PR IRD IR LBOMY (YD [)5m) YoR
: NG R T
JDOD R IDANSD PSRV B Y IYDID IXP/D L1 IR NR i

LD 1D M YD PRI L IDIBRS YMNE MR 5T T BORD
. ceaB5YI 1N MR

@

A Pinch of Snuff +251¢

A PINCH OF SNUFF
v

S;ll;m. the Evil One, the Enemy of Mankind, the Tempter and
Destroyer, sat one day in his private office, idly examining his ac-
count book. He sat at case, one leg dangling over the other, a
kindly,complacent smile on his lips; and his fingers turned at random
the leaves, which bore the names of all the living souls on carth.

And then suddenly his complacency vanished and he clapped his
palms together: he had come upon the page bearing the name of
the rabbi of Chelm, and it was as blank as blank could be.

At the sound of the clapped hands a host of demon flunkies came
running and crowded the door, their tongues hanging out while
they waited for a word of command.

“Send somcone up,” said Satan, “and find out whether the vabbi
of Chelm has many years to live.”

The demon Hunkies vanished as swiftly as they had come. A
quarter ol an hour later the report was handed i from the upper
chamber. The days of the rabbi of Chelm were numbered; the
thread of his life, worn thin to invisibility, was about to snap. It
might happen tomorrow, it might happen the day after,

“Send for the recorder.”

Enter the recorder, a bald-headed little goblin, light-footed and
merry-cyed. A bow, a scrape, a smirk, and he scated himsell cross-
legged, Turkish tashion, on the sulfur-smoldering floor; from one
side he drew a bottle of blood-red ink recking of sin and a new
crow's feather, from the other a sheet of parchment made from the
skin of an atheist. The recorder spat in his palm and threw a
submissive look at his master. “Ready!”

Satan uncrossed his legs and leancd forward in his armchair. The
Recorder stuck out a fiery tongue, the quill flew over the parchment,
a report and claim were indited to the court of heaven:

“Whereas we are told in Holy Script, ‘No man liveth who shall do
good and no evil," and whereas there is among the living the rabbi
of Chelm, who stands with one foot in the grave, and the debit side
of his ledger is blank; therefore, in order that the Torah of Moses

shall be true and shall remain tue, let the Rabbi ol Chelm be
delivered into the power of the Evil One.”

Back came the answer: “Sce the Book of Job, Chapter 1"

That case Satan remembered without dilliculty: it meant he could
do whatever he wanted with the rabbi of Chelm save that against
the man's life he could not put forth his hand. Such as the rabbi's
days were, few or many, they had o run their course,

But how was he to do with the rabbi of Chelm what he once had
done with Job? For Job had been a mighty man of substance—anc
the rabbi of Chelm? A widower, alas, his children all marvied: and
it is written in Ezckiel, *The fathers shall not dic in place of the
sons.”? Nothing doing there, As for “flocks imd hervds ol cattle"—
the poor man hadn't even a goat for milk. Nor conld Satan atthct
him with boils—he had them already, What teials and torments could
you visit on the rabbi of Chelm?

“Some little lust of his,” murmured Satan, licking his chops. "Some
tiny desire, some obscure appetite!” He stretched out his hand, lifted
the bell, which was made from the skull of a sophist, and rang. The
room was filled with demon flunkics.

“Whom shall we send to tempt the rabbi of Chelm from the true
path?”

“Me! Mel Me!”

The competition is fierce, and no wonder: promotion awaits the
demon who can pull this one off. There is almost a riot. Finally, they
draw lots: @ couple of minor imps get the lucky numbers, and they
are off amid a chorus of “Mazel tov! Good Tuck!™

‘The sun shone brightly that day on the marketplace of Chelm,
crowded with Jews who had nothing 1o do. They stood about in
groups, buying and selling the skins of rabbits and hares that hadn™t
been caught yet, cases of eggs that hadn’t been laid, timber from
trees that hadn't been felled. Suddenly, the carth heneath their feet
began to tremble, a crack of nearby thunder split the air, and a
wagon burst into the marketplace, scattering Jews right and left. A
strange and unknown wagon—and stranger still its bhehavior. High
up in front stood the driver, a ragged cap on his head, a red belt
about his loins, pulling like mad at the infuriated horses: behind
him stood the passenger, in decent black gabardine and fur cap,
holding the whip in his right hand and cracking it over the heads
of the horses. The driver pulled the horses back, the passenger
urged them on! Now and again the passenger drove his left fist into
the driver's back; now and again he put his fingers to his lips and
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A Pinch of Snuff <253
emitted a picrcing whistle, which made the horses start as il they
had been shot.

And meanwhile the driver was wailing at the top of his voice:

“Jews! Have pity on me! Save me, Jews!"

But before anything could be done, the wagon had passed through
the marketplace, followed by a stream of sparks. The onlookers
stood paralyzed, murmuring, “God have mercy on us!”

The wagon drew near the slaughterhouse, where the huge dogs
that hung about the place sprang at the horses’ throats; the muscular
butcher boys came running out, grabbed the reins, and were on the
wagon in a trice. The crowd drew near.

What's the meaning of it all? Nothing much--justa little difference
between the men on the wagon. The “passenger™ in the decent black
gabardine gasps that the driver has gone mad. Te wants the horses
to dawdle and graze when it's a matter of life and death to get to
the next market town without delay and scll the package of diamonds.
At the mention of diamonds the crowd falls back respectfully. But
the next instant confusion returns. The “driver” begins to yell that
he is not the driver at all. The other man is the driver. They've
come a long way. In the middle of the night. the real driver put a
knifc to the real passenger's throat and forced him to give up the
package of diamonds—and here they ave! The passcnger denies
every word of it! He is the passenger; the other man is the driver.

Who's to make head or tail of it? The crowd pulls the wagon
around and leads it with “passenger” and “driver” to the rabbi's
cottage. Let him find out.

And the rabbi of Chelm interrogates cach man separately and pri-
vately. The plaintiff first, the man dressed like a driver. And he talks
like a driver too. And looks like one. Coarse, massive, ignorant. A man
of the woods. A voice that no kheyder chant has ever tempered.

But that is not enough for the rabbi of Chelm. He cross-examines.

“What's the valuc of your package of diamonds?”

“Rabbi, don't ask me. I'm an ignorant man. Can’t sign my name,
can't add up a column of figures. But God has been good to me,
and so I'm a dealer in diamonds.”

“How much money is there in the bag the other man ook from
you?"

“Rabbi. I never count my money. You know—it's bad luck.”

The man is sent from the room. He's a wealthy merchant,
Unbelievable! But the rabbi of Chelm sighs a heartbroken sigh for
the wickedness of the world and asks that the. other man, the

“passenger.” be sentin. And what a dillerence! From tap (o toe the
man of learning, The rabbi feels him out with half quotations; the
man caps them instantly, Talimud and commentaries. "Rabhil™ cries
the man, “What's the good of all this? I'm in a hurry! Here!” And
opening the bag, he pours out on the table a heap of diamonds
mixed with gold coins—blazing diamonds and (laming gold. “Half
yours and hall mine, if you say it's all mine.”

A faint scream from the rabbi's lips: “Robber!”

The crowd hreaks in the door. Where's the “driver,” where's the
“passenger,” where the diamonds and the coins? Gone like wisps ol
smoke! And all Chelm mutters: “Magic! Or a nightmare! God have
merey on us all!”

Meanwhile, below, Satan is furious:

“Imbeciles! Clumsy dolts! Maybe he's not beyond heing bribed,
but not that way. Not in the open, with a chance of being found
out, Do you take him for an idior?"”

The two stupid imps are sentenced to a year of their own sulphur
and brimstone. A second meeting is called. This time there is less
enthusiasm, no velling of “Mc! Me! Me!™ An clderly demon with a
clear head and a long record aceepts the assigniment,

Autumn days in Chelm, between the New Year and the Day of
Atonement: the penitential days, the time of the soul's r('cka\ing
and ol decisions in heaven. The mud lies knee-deep in the streets
of Chelm, the skies above are disconsolate. And a beggar man, all
skin and bones. God help us, comes into the town limping on
crutches and drags himsell from housce to house. from shop to glmp.
At every tenth door he gets a crust (and he has no teeth), and at
every twenticth door a hattered and faded kopeck, which almost
slips out of his palsied fingers. Not that Chelm is unchavitable, but
it is amply stocked with paupers of its own, panpers of standing,
respectable paupers, the kind who starve in silence, widows and
orphans of rabbis, relicts of teachers and beadles and saints.

The newcomer crawls from house 1o house the first day, the
sccond, the thivd., The cold and wet go throngh him; the soaked
and dripping lining sticks out ol his tattered coat; his eyes sink
deeper and deeper into their sockets. And then suddenly he falls
down right in the middle of the marketplace, foaming at the mouth.
A crowd gathers about him. One person dashes water in his face, a
second brings a cup of raisin wine, a third brings a knile to force
between his teeth, Meanwhile, there arc some who scream, “Chelm
is Sodom and Gomorrah!" The beggar man is obviously dying.

God in heaven! They can't let him dic in the street! On the other
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hand, who's going to take him in? Houscholders shrink back—every
room in cvery house is overcrowded. And just then the rabbi comes
up. And you have just one guess where the heggar man winds up.

So they carry him into the rabbi's one-room cottage and there he
lies, in a trance. The rabbi sits at the table, a sacred book open
before him. Every now and then, he casts a glance at the sick man.
Outside the cottage a number of Jews linger uneasily—who knows
whether help will be nceded? Night draws on, and the rabbi is about
to begin the evening prayer when he hears a stirring in the bed. Tle
bends over the sick man compassionately, car to lips,

“Rabbi.” the sick man breathes, “I have been a great sinner, 1
cannot dic without confessing.”

The rabbi makes a gesture as if to call in witnesses. The sick man
stops him. “God forbid. Just we two."”

And he tells the rabbi that all his life he has been a mendicant—
and a fraudulent one: he begged for bread in the name of wife
and children, and never had wife or child; begged for dowrics for
the marrying oft of aging daughters: collected funds for talmudic
academics and for institutions in Palesting, but not a kopeck of that
money was cver seen by a poor scholar or by a ncedy resident of
the Holy Land. He peddled Palestine soil, which the pious put under
their heads in their own coffins, and he had dug it under the ncarest
hedge.

And he draws from under his ragged kapote a linen bag, saying,
“This is what I've collected and saved!” He opens it wads of
banknotes. “Take it, Rabbi. Distribute it among the poor. Do with it
as you think fit.”

The rabbi of Chelm leaps to the window with a joyous shout. 11e
is suddenly fifty years younger. “Jews! Charity money! Come inand
count!”

But when the Jews enter, the beggar has vanished.
sack of money. Magic again! Another nightmare!

Down below, Satan mutters: “This time it was not in the openi no
chance of being found out.”

The black folk are in despair! Then Lilith, the demon-woman.
springs to the front. “I'll bring him in—the old ways arc the best.”

So it came to pass onc day that the rabbi of Chelm, feeling somc
disturbance in his health, sent the beadle for the barber-surgeon
thinking that it might be well to do a litde bloodletting. Mcanwhile
the hour arrived for afternoon praycrs, and the rabbi was stationec
at the Eightcen Benedictions, which the worshiper must repca
standing motionless and facing east. The door opened and a youny

So has the

woman came in carrying a fowl. Obviously, a ritual question. Is the
fowl kosher or unkosher? The rabhi is absorbed in his prayers: the
young woman will wait. And waiting, she begins to hum to herself,
absentmindedly as it were. And what a voice! The voice of woman-
hood itself! Need T tell you that the vabbi of Chelm doesn't even
hear it7 So the young woman, seemingly hored, sits down and hegins
1o rock hersell in the chair. The rocking and the humming fill the
room. What ol it?> 1f a snake were to enter the room and bite the
rabbi of Chelm, do you think that his attention would he deflected
from his prayers?

The rabbi finishes the Eighteen Benedictions, takes the three
ritual steps hackward, spits ritually on idol worshipers, repeats the
closing prayer, scats himself at the table, and says in his quict, good
humored way, “Let's see the fowl.”

The young woman leans forward to put the
the same good-humored voice the rahbi says: “Put it on the table. /
grown-up Jewish girl should know betier than that,” She begins (e
tell where and how she got the fowl and makes a long story of it
che can't sit still, and begins to wander about the room as she talks
The voice fills cvery corner with music: the white teeth flash, the
white body shines through the dress, her sleeves are volled up,
perfume as of precious spices rises from her flesh. She stands behine
she breathes on hin, And it's all wasted
The rabhi listens, examines the Towl, puts it hack on the table, an
says: “Kosher! And you, young woman, had better see about gettin
yourself a hushand.”

Maid and fowl disappear through the window. The rabbi smile:
e knows all about it

Again an assembly ol the black folk helow. Some say this an
some say that. A young and untried demon, without a feather in h
hat. without a tooth dangling (rom his neck, asks:

“But hasn't the rabbi of Chelm a single weakness?”

“Stripped clean of weaknesses™ is the answer.

“No enjoyments?”

“Maybe the ritual steambath on Friday afternoon.”

The young demon persists. “But hasn't he some special custol
of his own, some harmless habit or trick—like rolling bread pil
after a meal while he says grace?”

“Nobody's scen him cat. Probably has no such habit.”

But then Lilith recalls that when the perfume of her body assailc
the nostrils of the rabbi, he took a pinch of snull.

“Ihat's it!" exclaims the young demon.

fowl in his hand: @
,

the rabbi and leans over:
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A Pinch of Snuff $ 257

Every Friday afternoon, having bathed for the Sabbath, the vabbi
of Chelm used to go for a walk in the woods. He always took the
same path, between a wheatfield and a cornfield; and as he walked,
he repcated by heart—as pious Jews are wont (o do on Friday
afternoons—the Song of Songs. Now, knowing himsclf to be an
absentminded man, and fearing that some Friday afternoon he
would wander out too far and fail to return in time for the Reception
of the Sabbath—a gricvous transgression—he had created, for his
own protection, a special device. He had measured the distance
against the time it took to repeat the Song of Songs and had found
that halfway through the prayer he reached a certain tree. There
he would sit down, treat himself 1o a hearty pinch of snuff from his
goat's-horn snuflbox, rest awhile, then get up and return, saying the
second half of the prayer. Thus, he would get back exactly in time
for the Reception of the Sabbath.

One fateful Friday, just before the rabbi of Chelm sct out for his
walk, a spindly-legged litle fellow, dressed like a German in a derby
hat and green-striped trousers, appeared on the scenc, uprooted
the tree mentioned abave, and carried it out farther into the woods;
he replanted it and sat himself down on the farther side.

The rabbi. meanwhile, arrives on the spot where he has always
found the tree. He is halfway through the Song of Songs. and the
tree, he perceives, is quite a distance off. He is shocked. Obviously,
he has been repeating the prayer mechanically, rapidly, without
absorption and contemplation—also a gricvous transgression, e
will do penance at once, Te will refuse himself that pinch of snull
until he has reached the tree. His nose itches for the grateful tickle
of the snufT, his heart is faint with longing—but no! Not until he
has reached the tree. His limbs are feeble, and his steps are tottering.
It takes him a long time to get there, And all the time there is this
itching and longing, so that he can hardly see. And now at last he
reaches the tree: he sits down and snatches the snuffhox from his
pocket: but his hands are all atremble, and just at that moment a
wind begins to blow from the other side of the tree (it's that miscrable
litde German, of course, blowing) and the snuffbox falls out of the
rabbi's hands. He reaches for it. The wind grows stronger and the
hox rolls away. The rabbi crawls after it on all fours, his body crying
out for the strong taste of the snuff. The wretched German grins,
and blows harder. Then suddenly he uproots the tree again, and
replants it in its proper place. The rabbi looks up, wondering what
has happened to the tree. He perecives that it is night; the sky is
studded with stars! Sabbath has begun! The sunhas set, and he has

not even noticed it, so furiously has his heart heen set on the pineh
of snuff.

But wait, my friends. The sin of the vabbi in failing to appear for
the Reeeption of the Sabbath was the lesser ol the two sins into
which his lust for snull led him that cvil day. For the demon kept
blowing, the snuffhox kept rolling, and the rabbi. crawling after it
in anguish, went out heyond the limits ol a permissible Sabbath walk,

T'he brilliant young demon, returning to the nether regions, was
at once entrusted with another highly important mission,

Addressing the mephitiec assembly belore his departare, he said:

“Gentlemen, nobody ever stubs his toe against a mountain. [t
the litde Tasts that bring a man down.”

1906 (translated by Mawrice Samuel)
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