THE RALPH WALDO EMERSON AWARD

The $2,500 Ralph Waldo Emerson Award is offered annually by Phi
Beta Kappa for studies of the intellectual and cultural condition
of man.

The purpose of the award is to give recognition to interpretative
syntheses that carry forward the great tradition of humane learning —
comprehensive, overarching studies that make for a deeper
understanding of man. Such studies will contribute to historical,
philosophical, or religious interpretations of the human condition.
History, philosophy, and religion are conceived in as broad terms as
possible, to permit the inclusion of appropriate work in political
science, economics, sociology, and cultural anthropology. Narrowly
limited or purely technical studies do not qualify.

The award was established in 1960. In the past five years the follow-
ing books have won the award:

1979 —Elizabeth L. Eisenstein, The Printing Press as
an Agent of Change, Volumes I & II
Cambridge University Press

1980— Frank E. Manuel and Fritzie P. Manuel
Utopian Thought in the Western World
Belknap —Harvard University Press

1981 —George M. Fredrickson, White Supremacy: A
Comparative Study in American and
South African History
Oxford University Press

1982 —Robert Nozick, Philosophical Explanations
Belknap—Harvard University Press

1983 —Daniel Joseph Singal, The War Within: From
Victorian to Modernist Thought in the
South, 1919-1945
University of North Carolina Press




