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Children often gathered at the town bridge to splash in the
At StUdy and At Play water while their mothers washed clothes.
o
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HE SHTETL BOOK, by Diane K. Roskies and = i
David G. Roskies, is an exciting new book all
about the shtetl, the small Jewish community of
Eastern Europe. It would certainly be suitable for
use in the classroom, but it is a book that you will
enjoy reading on your own. WORLD OVER has in-
troduced the shtetl to our readers many times before,
but here for the first time are all aspects of shtetl
life fully reconstructed in simple language and illus-
trated with lively photographs and drawings. In The
Shtetl Book you will learn about How the Jews First
Came to Poland, The Spread of Yiddish Through
Eastern Europe, Jewish Workers, Growing Up in the
Sh;c;tl, The Synagogue, and much, much more.
e have chosen to focus on only one sort of shtetl L 4
dweller — the child. Children in the shtet! were not :t:;:{,’,':;:,';:’::’: s i AR e
so lucky as you are. Often they did not have enough , ‘
clothing or even enough food. But in their large fami-
lies—some with ten or more children — there was
always enough love.

Study began early. Boys often started attending
heder to learn to read Hebrew at the age of three or
four. To encourage these tiny pupils, on the first day
of school the melamed, the teacher, would give his
students honey to teach them the sweetness of the
Torah. To teach the alphabet some melamdim cre-
ated rhymes or riddles to help the students recognize
and remember the letters.

But there was time for games, too. The children
would use the melamed’s riddles in their games to
count players out and decide who would be “it”"—just
as you may use ‘‘eeny, meeny, miney, mo.” They could
not afford to buy toys, but they were just as happy
with their homemade games as today’s children are
with the most expensive toys. Many of the games
shtetl children played grew out of their studies—like
the Humash game, based on the weekly Torah por-
tion. In this game words and letters marking the end
of a Torah reading counted for different numbers of
points. Whoever found more of these symbols in a
given time period earned the most points and won
the game. But these children also played running
games very much like the ones that you play today.
In Sheli-Shelkha, “It’s Mine, It’s Yours,” one child
would try to break through a line of children who
were holding hands — just like the American game
of “Red Rover, Red Rover.”

To help you learn more about the children in the
shtetl at study and at play, here are some photo-
graphs and drawings from The Shtetl Book.

The Shtetl Book, Diane K. Roskies and David G. Roskies, Every Jew spent a great deal of time praying and studying in
Ktav Publishing House, Inc. $5.95. synagogues like this wooden synagogue in Zabludeve, Poland.

Girls also learned to read Hebrew in special hadarim for girls
—often taught by women in their own homes.
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These children from an orphanage in Belorussia
had lots of fun putting on the play “Pleasure
From One’s Children.” ‘

The kitchen was the center of the Jewish home. Children
gathered there not only for food, but to warm themselves
at the stove.

The heder students on this New Year's card by
Hayim Goldberg are playing '‘grown-ups.” One
wears his father’s hat and tallit, while another tries
to blow the shofar.
The two boys on this
New Year’s card are
playing hooky from
heder to try smok-
ing cigarettes. Shtet!
children were some-
times mischievous,
tool
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shtetl version of the game

of ‘'Tic=-Tac-Toe.”” The

board was drawn on the

ground with chalk.

All the letters in this
“Magic Square’’ are
the first letters of
words in one Bible
passage. But since He-
brew letters are also
numbers, any way you
add the numbers in
any row of the box,
you will get 15. That's
the magic!

Here is a sample page from a Hebrew Bible
showing how points were scored in the Humash
game — 3,200 points for this player!
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This Hanukkah game is much like
the board games you buy today. You
draw the letter pay on a large sheet
of paper and draw rings over the
pay. Each ring is a space. Instead of
rolling dice, you spin the dreydel to
see how many spaces you advance.
First one to the center wins!
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On Hanukkdah, card games were especially popular. But Jews
did not use regular cards; they made their own with Hebrew
letters — like these 19th century cards from Moldavia.
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