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Alan Mintz <alanimintz221@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 29, 2015 at 8:05 PM

To: Michal Arbell <arbellmichal@gmail.com>

Your writing to me under battle conditions is much appreciated. Just a quick not to say that | took in everything
with enormous interest and will respond with more substance after | get my head above water. Mordechai
Kaplan said that the second day of yom tov in the Diaspora is like drying yourself with a wet towel. Unsatisfying
and you can't get anything done.

Alan
[Quoted text hidden]

Alan Mintz <alanimintz221@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 30, 2015 at 12:03 PM
To: Michal Arbell <arbellmichal@gmail.com>

Michal,

The outsider eye you are bringing to reading he chapter is just what | needed. You suggestions for revising the
opening to make the clearer the choice of the two stories are excellent and I'll adopt them. | see the
connections now, but didn't so much in the course of the writing. Il look at the article in Ot for sure, as well as
the Rashi you cite.

Good luck with getting back on line. | remain very interested on your reactions to how | can close the book with
an epilogue on Mazal Dagim. | want to use it for my purposes, touch it but not have to be responsible for a full
interpretation.

You taking time to do this reading means a great deal to me.

Alan
[Quoted text hidden]
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Michal Arbell <arbellmichal@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 30, 2015 at 12:05 PM
To: Alan Mintz <alanlmintz221@gmail.com>
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2015 nanvo0a 30 ,'wan or 7xma, Alan Mintz <alanlmintz221@gmail.com> ano:
[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/w/0/?ui=28ik=223cf72e14&view=pt&g=arbellmichal %40gmail.com&gs=true&search=query&th=150146dc7447b%ac&sim|=150146... 2/2




11/19/2015 Gmail - on 7y Ty

Alan Mintz <alanimintz221@gmail.com>

by Google

o0 v Ty
3 messages

Michal Arbell <arbellmichal@gmail.com> Thu, Oct 8, 2015 at 1:23 PM
To: Alan Mintz <alanlmintz221@gmail.com>

077277 qWnn a3 ,19R 19

121D X7 TIRW LMD YW DT 1D 2227 IR WK PRN? 0A%2 NALR M DY T, TWRRY 2195 ,DaR
T R "TIwn" 0900 12M0 DAY LI 1PIVY AMWRT ,ATIW .A000 DXY 107 U1 Y Y 1YY vhna n
WY v v

77N PAT ,MWIY IR VOPLA PW TPWIRT 2377 223Y AN O1YA ORDDI "NNR Aywa"a amnyn aRepn L1030
RIPAID 02 TOWTT 2w NIRRT - MV NPAI00T NMANAT LAY NN MO SIARD NINNon:
IRT W MOATT NWINN PRI L2077 1513 MARDNAR 10V MBAY 11007 L1309 XA YW mnehn nwnn 13
TMNA TV NN POR P01 7921 112 Y9I 0 TR 19°% RITW 70 DY W R DWRT SW3A R DR MwYS

KPR A1 7771 927 A0 PRY W NPT DR NODIN WA B MpTa nma

P97 223 0°I207M MXONT NP MYXNRI NRM MW7 0T T AP MY LT mwnT manana rva
D777 212° 01207 12 POM L1 M .M AR RIXIAD 1 00T A2IRAT 232 11077 0T BV I P57 ORY 9 RT3
NTI% R N2 ,ARMPA DR URAY (2WIR2 PNRRY 72) 71D VIO HWHD NI .19Y MY WOHR IR IR NS

i)

Agnon has configured his story is such a way that the day on which the action takes place—the late summer.
During Second Temple times, it was known as yom qorban ‘eitsim, the day of the wood offering. During the
year, various families throughout the Land of Israel brought lumber to contribute to the Temple. Tu B'Av was
the day in which the entire people brought wood offerings. This popular festival, held in the fields surrounding
Jerusalem, was the occasion for a round of matchmaking, which is described in the mishnah that concludes the
tractate of Ta'anit (4:8):
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Written on the Dog's Skin: S.Y. Agnon - Concepts of Creativity and Art, Keter Publishing House and Heksherim Center,
Ben-Gurion University, 2006 [Hebrew]

"Miriam Dvora, the melancholic cantor: On 'Ha-hazanim' and 'Lefi ha-tsa'ar ha'sachar by S.Y. Agnon," Ayin Gimel 2,2012, pp. 108-
130 [Hebrew]

"Continuity and Crisis: National Identity as Reflected in Agnon's 'A Guest for the Night', 'The Letter'
and 'The Sign", Times of Change: Jewish Literature in Modern Era, Papers in Honour of Dan Miron,
eds. Gideon Nevo, , Michal Arbell, Michael Gluzman, The Ben-Gurion Research Institute, 2008, pp.
173-208 [Hebrew]
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Alan Mintz <alanimintz221@gmail.com> Sun, Oct 11, 2015 at 11:24 PM
To: Michal Arbell <arbellmichal@gmail.com>

Dear Michal,

Your substantive suggestions are very welcome, and | count myself lucky to be in dialogue with someone who
not only is responsible and generous but who also displays a deep grasp of the texts we a are dealing with. |
take seriously your saying that reviewing the chapter is useful to you as well in your work and thinking; that
lessens my concern for the imposition upon you.

Your general advice that the chapter needs tightening so that its essential insights can come through better has
been registered. | realize that | have a general tendency to include too much and to follow the line of the text in
a way that leads to exegesis rather than critical argument. It's not an easy problem to overcome, and | hope I'll
have the strength to stand up to the challenge. Certainly, a number of things can indeed go into the notes,
which | don't utilize enough as a way of clearing out debris from the body of the writing. Writing in English often
makes me feel obligated to explain things too much.

I will sharpen the theorizing about redemption and make the connections clearer. | found what you said about
giving the bride's experience equal time very illuminating and on target. You comment about the Yx1w' noad
dimension is also helpful in strengthening the connection to redemption. The link to NiZ'nn in nnonnn is great,
and | often wondered about that passage. Curiously, you did seem to get excited about the theme of Buczacz
insulted and restored. | see the father's motivations in some ways more focused on his transferential defense of
the fortunes of the city than his own guilt and regrets. For the purposes of the book, the story bears a great
weight because of the extreme degradation presented in nYvan. | too don't know how much Emunah Yaron was
operating on intuition when it came to the last sections of the book. But there is a clear historical progression,
because the action in Besha'ah Ahat occurs after the great fire, and she seems to have been following that
historical line, correctly to my lights. So | do think that the penultimate position of the story in the arc of the
collection is very meaningful and makes the momentary but transcendent reprieve given the city all the more
moving.

Your correctives about Mazal Dagim, about which | remain an amateur, are appreciated. | still think | can speak
about the story as marking the point beyond which Buczacz can no longer be represented in the major mode of
Ir Umeloah. | think it's more than the connection to Frogs. | have to work that out and create a viable epilogue.
Oy, this revision work tests my capacity for integrity. 1'd much prefer spinning sentences and then moving on.
What do they have you down to teach this semester?

Again, thank you very much. It means a lot to me.

Alan
[Quoted text hidden]

Michal Arbell <arbellmichal@gmail.com> Mon, Oct 12, 2015 at 3:13 AM
To: Alan Mintz <alanlmintz221@gmail.com>
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