PURIMSPIEL ’95: Esther’s-a-Poppin’
(Writers in alphabetical order: Howard Eisenbergq,
David Kronfeld, Isaac Meyers, Mori Mickelson,
Nahma Sandrow...Anonymous consulting director:
Leora Barash...Props & Costumes: Hanna Sandrow)

SCENE I: The Mogul’s office at Mammoth Studios. Mogul and Yes
Men sit around the table bemoaning the studio’s series of recent
flops and diminished boxoffice grosses.

MOGUL
I don’t get it. ‘When Sally Met Schopenhauer’ seemed like
surefire boxoffice. We thought we’d fill every theater in the
country with unemployed Doctors of Philosophy...guys with nothin’
to do but go to the movies.

FIRST YES MAN

Right, Chief. And the only thing wrong with "The George Bush
Story" was the timing.

SECOND YES MAN

Yeah. You were right to fire the whole Marketing Department. They
had no business releasing it on Election Day.

FIRST YES MAN

Even "The Return of the Messiah" flopped. Hey, who knew the
Lubovitche Rebbe wasn’t coming back?

(Door flies open and a reader staggers in carrying a tall stack
of Bibles.)

READER
I’'ve got it, Chief. I’ve got it.
MOGUL
What you’ve got is a lot of nerve...busting in here like that.
READER
Listen Chief, listen. I had just finished putting away the
siddurim and chamashim...you know, after the Mammoth Prayer
Service...to pray for a couple of Academy Awards? I was carrying
this stack of megillot when a miracle happened. I tripped, I
dropped them, and every single book opened to the same page: the
opening page of (DRAMATIC PAUSE) "The Book of Esther."
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