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In The Wine Cellar

And whenever the carrier who carrics our carth-and-world upon
his back grows weary of carrying, he hands it over to someone elsc,
a friend of his with nothing to do, and the carrier gocs off drink-

ing....

One evening, when it was dark and ecrie, he came to a large and
respectable town. There, just off a bustling street, lay a deserted al-
ley. And there, in a brick building you can find a storage cellar.
You can enter the cellar by going down a few narrow steps. People
gather there in several old rooms with low ceilings, and the walls of
these rooms are covered with enamel, a shiny black, and on these
walls, on the blackness, there are old pictures painted red. Inside
these rooms you'll find old tables, leftovers from the past, plain
wood, and scoured white, and next to the tables old benches, like-
wisc plain, and long, so that several people can sit on them, and the
ceilings are low, and from the walls the old portraits of old-time

drunkards, great men and visitors, are gazing down.

When the world-carrier arrived in the evening, the little rooms
were already filled, couples were sitting at every table, but in one
room there were only men to be found, and here he found a place
at a table, sat himself down, and asked the waiter to serve him wine.

So he served him, and the clientele was already drunk, the faces
and their eyes couldn’t sce

were red from wine and drinking,

straight, they were blurred and bewildered. And every so often one
drinker or another would jump up from his seat to clink glasses
with the man across from him, or simply, in his drunkenness, let out
a yell.

At one table, there was a bunch of young men, young scholars
who hadn’t left their school benches yet, and among them rich
children, and people who hang around the rich: Cheap dreamers
and chintzy drinkers, who think they can _make the world over and
talk away its present condition. And they yell and they rage as they
drink, and they shout and carry on, no one listening to anyone else,
and one of them, the hottest head, sticks out from the crowd and
carries on more than anyone else, and hollers and shrieks at the
world:

«The world is up to its ears in debts, and even its hair is not its
own.”

“Send it to prison—it’s bankrupt!” others shouted, banging their
fists on the table. .

“Pawn it,” one of them threw in, “sell it to the owner of The
Blind Man.” (That was the name of the tavern!)

“Put a hole in it, stick in some powder, blow it up!” somcone elsc
hollered.

“Hey cousin!” a souser turned to the world-carrier, who, at his
table, was sitting aloof. “Who are you and what are you doing
here?” :

“I’m the carrier of the world!” was the answer.

“Who?!” The souser didn't quite get it, and didn’t quite believe
what he got.

“The carrier of the world!”

“Hahahaha!” He burst out laughing and, turning to his boon
companions, he cried:

“Gang, get a load of who's sitting here with us! The carrier of
the world!”

And the gang dashed over to the world-carrier, surrounding his
table in drunken mockery, they thought he was crazy and they ad-
vised him to carry the world gingerly, and warned him not to drop
it, or else it might break, God forbid! ....

“Okay!” the carrier agreed.

“What a waste of effort, no one’s gonna pay him for his trouble,”

said one of them.
«['here are certainly better lines of work around,” said another.
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And the drinkers eventually gave up and left him there to sit and
be crazy, they went back to their places and their drinking, on and
on, into the night, until they had all gone to sleep where they were,
some with their heads and arms on the table, some on a neighbor’s
shoulder, and some just sitting up straight. They fell asleep, and no
one awoke them, because no one ever throws you out of The Blind
Man, it's open day and night, and people can carry on as long as
they like. At midnight, the rooms are actually cleared out, but
whoever is staying simply stays, whoever is drinking drinks, and

whoever isn’t—can just sit.... So the carrier sat on, and there was
no one left in his little room except for those who were fast asleep,
and the other rooms were also empty, and the night waiters, idle at
the table corners, were napping, and the bustle in town had faded
out, and the alley outside The Blind Man was deserted, only the oc-
casional feet of someone going home late and passing the low win-

dows could be heard . . ...

At this point, into the carrier’s room walked the night-wanderer,
unnoticed by anyone and passing the napping waiters. And there he
halted at the threshold. He was wearing a sort of tigerskin, like a
slceveless jacket, and the tiger’s tail came after him, lifeless and dan-
gling. And he himself looked red and puffy and bloated from con-
stant drinking, and was still in his cups, which he had drained some-
where else and not just one. He stood there at the threshold barely
holding himself up, but he knew what he was after and his face
showed someone here was of interest to him. "The moment he saw
the world-carrier sitting at his table, he went over to him as though
they were old friends, came to his table, and sat down opposite him,

shaking his hand.
“How are things?” he asked the world-carrier.

“Fine, going uphill.”

«And what are you so happy about? The fact that you're carry-

ing these drunkards without pay?”

And the wanderer pointed to the nightbirds sleeping all around

them.
“No,” the carrier answered him, “what about you?”’
Al

“Bad!”
“How?”

“The pious are dead and gone, and the people still left are being

grabbed up by, how do you say, the devil.”
“And who are you left with?”

{ “Ilive with a distant relative?”

“Who is he?”

“I ?, 2 4
- -‘I:s ix;]adll and shgh,t, skinny and bony, and his face is yellow
= er‘ltn ;: , ar;]d tlclicre s earth in the wrinkles. His eyes are messy
rites have flooded the blacks, th k i \
ey s, the sockets are filled with a gray
! he ever gets dreamy-eyed he look
e yed he looks other-worldly. He
o in this world, whatever he’
e’s had he’s spe h
ever energy he had he devoted i P s how
' to wine and women, and g
_ ‘ that
hc“xmnd every evening he’s afflicted by halludnatior,ls o how
oy \Jlne\:ier hebc?]rpcs l;lome at night to his bachelor’s quarters, he
e door behind him, switches off i ’
the the light, and
alone in his room, and s i 5 o
; oon the opposite wall

e : starts to move, a pale
:nl;ledow nbp};ears hm him, at first feeble and faint, but rhen’a rrljlan
emerges before him—tall and neat, hi i refully

before hi , his hair smooth and caref;

a : _ ull
;) teed, his manners'lmpeccable, and with a monocle in his eye H);
h;i:pl:;: toemy' rcl?t}ve, sn;s down at the table, opposite him, crosses

s , remains informal and relaxed i

. and my relative h
k. : ‘ ; as gotten

5cEl to him, he's never frightened by him or his unbidde o
he just waves . . .. : sl

“
do“l/{necen;lykthough, he visitated my relative with his visit. He sat

, and kept silent for a spell, and my relative noticed he was

zarre format,
““What's that?’ he asked him.

“e i~
; ‘l brought it for you, I wanted to show you.’
What is it?’

“ ‘What they wrote about us.’
““Who about whom?’
LI H &
“AAjew millenia from now about our millenium.’
" l‘; .th'ednm‘r; handed him the book, and my relative took it and
ered inside. And the book , i
wasn’t anything like our books, i
wasn't printed with bl i i c other way
ack ink on white
: paper, but the other
around—white on bla i it
ck. And my relativ !
e couldn’t read the writi
o , writin
m d h: couljn t l;sake out the book at all. So he gave it back for thi
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n 3 e man read: It was all i
- : one to him—a
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s from now, and he said tl
1at the book came fro bl
man race that took over iyt
the present world, wi i
ra without a singl e
rema i , os some.
ining of the whites, and only the history of the whites some
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how or other flickers about in their memories and sometime or
other someone remembers them.

“And the book says: ‘After great battles and wars between the
whites, when a great despair came over them because they saw that
they would never achieve the peace they had been longing for, and
that they would never become any better than they were, and that
they had already given away anything good they had had, and that
their time was drawing to a close, and that their blood and their
mission were coming to an end, and that others, stronger oncs, were
to inherit them, and that these others might not be any better—then
they brought their best and most carefully chosen minds together
for a conference, and then, for the survivors, for their big and little
nations, they passed a resolution: THE END! Let it be, there was
no way of doing better, and there was no one left to bother about,
let everyone end his life however he wished, it was senseless to
worry about another group or another individual’

“And the historian adds, and goes on to say:

“‘And it became a normal and regular occurrence, the magazines
wrote it up, and you could read about it in the daily newspapers:
Sometimes here and sometimes there, one after another, those sages
who had passed the resolution were being found, every morning, in
their homes, in their bathrooms, in their tubs, undressed and sitting
in the water, quite dead, with the water full of blood. They had
opened their arteries, thereby settling their accounts with the
world .../

“The man finished reading to my relative, closed the book, and
exchanged glances with him,

“ “What about it>' my relative asked him. ‘Are we supposed to
follow their example?’

“‘Uhhh..." the man stammered, ‘I mean, it's time... there’s no
hope for our world ...

And the night-wanderer added:

“My relative and his man are already won over, and I've joined

Lghgmmyscl.f,f'__..__.._..M__._, -

“So what do you want?” the world-carrier asked the night-
wanderer.

“We don’t think you're any more foolish than we are, and so I've
come to propose the same thing to you.”

“For preventing cruelty to animals?”

“Call it whatever you like, it doesn’t matter.”

“No!” answered the world-carrier.

“And what about your joy, and your ‘things are going uphill’?”

The carrier didn’t answer. He merely clutched his winecup in his
hands and turned his wistful face toward his hands, and The Blind
Man was filled with a great nocturnal silence, and the young men
sleeping at the carrier’s table were sleeping now in truth, and the
waiters as well, the ones who had stayed for the night, were drows-
ing and dozing, and sitting down on the corners of tables, for just a
while, they remained seated, and the night-wandcrer sat facing the
carrier, sat there and waited for him . ...

“Ha!=" the carrier awoke from his quiet mulling, and more to
himself than to his opposite he exclaimed:

“My joy) Yes.... Not long ago, from the farthest corners of the
universe, at night, I heard something like a quiet shot. Was it a
world going under, was it a world encountering, colliding with, an-
other world, I couldn't see.... However, I did see a window on
earth, in a little house, respond to that shot with a light shiver. And
a_man woke up there and got out of bed, and washed his hands and
looked at God's universe, and said: ‘Something has happened out in
the world, we’ve got to pray, and we've got to think.'

“And he stood there and said:

“‘What’s happened up there? I can't tell whether a hecavenly
body has exploded or a new sphere has been born, it’s not clear; but
whatever it is, it's happened, and it's linked with eternal life and
divine death, and perhaps it doesn’t have any mouth, and someone
has to be its mouthpiece, and I've been found worthy, and I heard
it in my sleep, and I am already standing before God, outside his
mansion and window, and the waking world-carrier is occupied,
bearing his burden and labor, and who shall speak for what has hap-
pened?’

“And I was the carricr at the time, on the world's beaten path,
and I heard the singing of rare spheres, and I was carrying my
weighty burden, my holy and heavy load, when I caught the
words of that man, and I bent my shoulders more and took the
yoke more deeply upon myself, my yoke and my labor, my love

and my joy...."”

“We've heard the like from you before,” the night-wanderer
broke in, “have you nothing new, world-carrier?”

“Docsn’t the old mean anything to you?” the carrier asked an-
grily.
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“No, I'm sick of it... and your man is a fool and he spouts
foolish things.”

“And what would you have said?”

“I would have spit and gone to bed ...."”

And both remained silent for a while. The carrier again dropped
his eyes to his cup, and the night-wanderer looked at him as though
pitying his foolish innocence. At this point, the night watchman
came over the threshold, and he also entered unnoticed, from the
quiet street into The Blind Man, all bundled up in fur, roly-poly in
his clothes, with a watchman’s whistle dangling on his chest, in case
anything were ever to happen, were ever to stir up the street—to
whistle and inform the other watchmen. And in he came, a man of
few words, an old friend of the carrier and the wandera Fe sat
down at their table and filled out a place with his bundled-up-in-
fur-ness—and the wanderer and the carrier were happy to see him,
and the two of them turned their eyes and their atterition to him.

“What do you say, watchman?” the wanderer turned to him in a
joking mood. .

“Say, say,” replied the watchman, “say what you like, people

_hear you a lot, they. slecp as amatter of course.”

And the watchman fell silent, and earnest and watchful in his
silence, and the wanderer turned away from him, and addressed the
carrier:

“Talk to us, carrier, it’s still too early to go home, the night is
still enormous, and you’ve had experiences, the carrier mulled for a
moment, and remembered something, and said: ‘Listen, wanderer,
and understand.’ ”

And the carrier began to talk.

Just the other night, he said, he had run into Aquarius, the
water-bearer, with his pole and his pails across his shoulders, and
the pole stretched across the breadth of his back, and the pails were
bobbing about, and idly water-bearing he came walking toward
him.

“And so I peered into the pails, and I saw they were parched and
thirsty. So I looked at him and asked what was going on, it ap-
peared as though the pails had run dry, and how long hadn’t they
seen a well? Whereupon he replied: “Virgo the Virgin is getting

+ married, and I want to pass her by with empty buckets.... [ was

the one who got her to heaven, I got her a place among the constel-
lations, and she’s marrying someone else.’
*‘What do you mean?’”

Aquarius’ Tale

Fler father was a fallen angel, he lived with an earthwoman,
they had a child, and he coveted and was satiated, and
thought of the heavens and carth as his own, Bur then, upon
such angels, the punishment fell, and heaven had to close to
them, and they were condemned not to return—they were
given a tiny moment of time, and whoever wanted to use ir
could. Many of the angels, however, were busy with their
carthliness and their wives, and thus they missed their mo-
ment, and wailing, and akin to men, they were left behind,
and only a few of them perceived, and bethought themselves
of the time, and up and back, in that moment, they went,
Among these few was the virgin’s father, and he didn’t wanc
to go back up alone, he wanted to take his wife and the fruit
of her womb, so quickly and first he handed up his child,
and I happened to be standing in the sky, watching him do-
ing the handing, and I grabbed from his hands and rtook it
over, and he wanted to boost up his wife, and then himself,
but that very moment the heavens closed up, and the angel
with his wife in his hands in the air found himself standing
before a sky thar was shut and bolted up.

And now the child was in my hands, and at firse T didn’e
know what to do, but gradually it got used to me, and I was
its father and mother. And 1 brought it up, and I got to like
it, and it was always around me when 1 worked, and when 1
drew water from the well and showered the world with rain
and plenty, and I always kept it at my side, and I never lefc
itasa waif,

And when she was growing up and the other constella-
tions saw her with me, they watched her and praised her to
the skies, and some were even envious of her, and then of me
for having her so close all the time.

Now in those days the heavenly spheres and constellations
were still unsettled, and every now and then a star would

®
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slide away and would fall from the zodiac and be gone, it re-
ally happened every so often, and a constellation would stray
from its path and wander off, perhaps into some gulf, and in
the zodiac a tenant was gone, a place stood vacant, so the
other signs got together and resolved to give that spot to the
child T had raised and—fine, there was nothing to be ashamed
of, she shone no less than the others, and she was lovelier
than the others, and the child took the place, and she became
an equal among equals.

And I grew so fond of the child, and I felt closer to the
child than anyone else, and she never did a thing without me,
and she came to me for the least little thing, because, as I've
said, she barely knew her parents, and I had taken the place
of her parents.

And T would teach her how to look down, and how to
hold herself in the zodiac and not to get dizzy, and some-
times she would ask me, the waterman, to show her what to
douse, and I never said no, | gave her the bucket, the child
already kncw the earth, and she knew the summer and win-
ter, and what to do in summer and winter, and often, as she
held the bucket, she would lose herself in daydreams, and
douse too little or douse too much, like a child, and I would
smile and forgive her for what she had “done to me.”

And the child kept growing, and I grew to love her, and
she took on forms as a certain kind of those children do, and
she began attracting me, and frequently and secretly I would
watch from the side, and she didn’t know, and she didn’t
guard against me, but I did guard against others, and guarded
her against anyone else: How did they act toward her, how
did they look at her, who glanced at her, and to whom did
she pay the most attention .. ..

I didn’t notice anything except her loyalty and devotion to
me, and [ was glad and I was cheerful, and deep down 1
looked forward to the time when she would grow some
more, and I would grow close to her, and I would explain
to her what was impossible then, and in the meantime I
guarded her, and allowed no one else to look at her. And the

years wore on, and I kept looking after her, and she kept
looking down at the earth, and she didn't really like the

earth, and often she would call to me and show me in back
and below.

“Uncle Aquarius, what doesn’t grow of yours?”

“What doesn’t?”

“Something you water and keep watering: Those grasses
and those trees of yours.”

“But the trees are tall.”

“You call that tall?> [How come they never reach the sky?”

“That’s as high as they’re fated to grow.”

And she would turn away from the earth, and walk away
from me, hurt and disappointed, and she would go to the
other constellations, to pursue another interest with others
and not with me.... And they would tell her things and
spend a lot of time with her, and all of them told her what
they knew and brought out the loveliest things they had, and
told about bygones and made up never-was’s, and she heard
and hung on their every word, and she believed anything, es-
pecially the unbelievable, and they thought up things that
she had never even scen any traces of on the earth or found
any signs of among the constellations; she fell in love with
the tales of higher-stars, and they provided her with such,
and they never spared their fantasies.

Now she became a stranger and hardly ever came to me,
and no longer took any part in my carth work, and she
would sit in seclusion, and it was hard to get her out of her
seclusion. And in the cvenings, after sundown, she would sit
down on her star bed and for hours on end before falling
asleep she would stare at the sky and the faraway stars. . ..

At this point T fcle it was the right time, and T wanted to
let her know how 1 felt, because T could see why the constel-
lations were so occupied with, her and why the constellations
were so attentive to her, because, she brought them all such
joy, and everyone was so happy to be around her; so, one
evening, when they had all gone to bed, T whispered in her
ear—that when all were asleep and all in the zodiac was still,
she was to come out to me, I would wait for her, I wanted
to talk to her at the well .. ..

She didn’t understand, she looked at me, and stared at me
in amazement, unwontedly, and yet, unsuspectingly, she
promised to come and she kept her promise . ... I waited at
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the well, and a moon went up, and summer night drew over
the earth, and from there a lot of good things and earthliness
came wafting up, and secret fragrances from secret woods
and rivers; and then she came and asked me something:

“What is it, Uncle Aquarius? What did you have to say to
me?”

“Nothing,” T could feel her estranged question, I answered
it and looked at her in the moonlight. “Sit down.”

And she sat next to me on the edge of the well, and 1
reached out my arm and wanted to put it around her—

“You're all wet, and you smell of water, Uncle,”

And she pushed away my arm and gave it back to me.
And I couldn’t say a thing to her, but then I did say that I
couldn’t sleep nowadays, and that I was very fond of her,
and that she ought to spend some of the evening with me ...
and she spent it as best she could, and she sat with me until
she felt sleepy, and I told her to go to bed, and I looked after
her long after she left, and thus, remaining with nothing at
all, T mulled that evening for a long, long time. :

‘And the constellations kept telling her stories, and they
looked at her from all around, and she didn't notice, and in
her unawareness of herself was more than happy; and she
herself was happy, and her beauty rejoiced in her, and her
beauty was prepared for others, and not for me and not for
any of the constellations: her_prince was a higher constella-
fion.

Once, looking up at the sky, one evening when I couldn’t
sleep, 1 caught sight of a._\y_q_r_ry_x_r)»_ip___v_;e_i‘ls, With a thin web
across her face, and fully wrapped and fully covered, she
was standing and staring at other constellations. I could see
that her hidden gaze was fixed on Virgo, guarding her sleep,
watching her bed, and coming into her dreams . . . .1
couldn’t understand it because what 1 saw was so out of the
ordinary, it seldom occurs even in the heavens, so I stared
and 1 never turned my gaze, until she went away from
where she was. ... The next morning, she whom I yearned
for came to my well, and because I was lost in thought when
she arrived, she called to me and called my name:

“Uncle, hey, Uncle!”

“What's up?” I started and caught sight of her.

“I had a dream last night.”

“What kind of dream?”

“My mother came to me, all dressed up and in veils, and 1
couldn’t see her face, but she stood over my bed, and ralked
to me, and said to me:

“‘Daughter, your father wanted to raise me to the skies,
and that was why he had to stay on earth, and you were
privileged, you were set among the constellations, now see if
you can do something and raise us toc.’

«And what should I do, Mother?’ asked.

“Love the lofry,” she answered, —*What did she mean,
Uncle?”

“1 don’t know,” I replied, and 1 heeame earnest.

And she walked away and she went to ask the other con-
stellations, and they explained it all to her, the way they felt
they ought to explin it, and they all set her thinking that
her time was coming, that her time for love was coming
soon, and all eyes were rejoicing with her, everyone loved
the way she looked, and her mother had come to tell her it
was time, and that she had said she ought to seek her love
among the lofty.

And she thought to herself, and looked up at the welkin,
and looked around among the stars, to find some explanation
for the question of her youth .. ..

And after a certain time had gone by, I saw him one night,
next to that star, her facher standing, a man like any man, but
with the face of a former angel, and he had no wings, as an-
gels have, but instead of wings he had a bag—he looked like
an earthly penitent, and he was standing there, and staring at
his daughter, and in the morning she came to me again and
with a new dream:

“Uncle, my father appeared to me!”

“And what did he say?”

« i ove is aloft and love is below; there’s no need to fall
into great love.'—I don’t understand, Uncle!”

“Neither do 1.”

“Then she went to ask others again, and they told her what
they had to tell. And she was starting to understand, and to
reach the very beginning of that awareness.. .. She started
casting glances about and in that time and in great youth she
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saw herself, and she had already heard of such things, and
had understood more than she had heard; and I found that
time was the very last, and if not now then all was lost. In
the first case, whatever came her way, she would go and

LOENYI YDYIBIIR leave me, and let herself be led away at the first call of a
SIYUYD ,IYDRN LM LOPYRY IR DRI LD — stranger, anyone.... And I saw that the stars knew what [
PIE TR OT DK DTIYNIIBY LKA T VD DR T PR meant, and that they were laughing at me below. And having

despaired of attaining her love, they were bursting with
envy, and wanted to destroy my chances too. . ..
So I found a time, and once, when walking with brimming
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“58) X7 TR 1KY R UPILYISY ]1”5 T ooT ann PR ]“I‘. and so forth, and ever since she had come to the sky my

gaze had always been turned to her, and ever since she'd
been growing up I had never let her out of my care, and
guarded her against all other eyes, and longed, and ycarned
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PNYR IR GNP CPT D JONMK TR PR IPIYRR PR she became the mistress of my well, it would pour all its

goodness upon the earth and turn the world back into a
Garden of Eden, and she was the world to my well, and my
well loved her more than the world ... ..

She stood there and heard what I had to say, and she
seemed to be lost in her thoughts, and then, when I took her
pensiveness for approval, for fondness, and I remembered the
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over, and_the water poured out, and she burst_out laughing
and sobered me up from my haste: o

“Ha ha ha, Uncle, you've spilled your water.... Hahaha,
Uncle, what did you say?”

I couldn’t go up to her and I couldn’t move, and she went
away and vanished from sight, and from then on we didn’t
meet, and each of us avoided the other, and our paths would
never cross, and we never spoke of it again....

And the constellations found out, they managed to guess,
. . she never told them anything, they shouldn’t be told, and
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their fingers at me, and smile, and their eyes would wink at
one another....
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the child then called her aside, and hid somewhere in the
trees, and she hesitated, and at first she walked unsteadily,
and you could see her follow the child, and not so much the
child as him who was standing above and peering below—the
star. And then she came into the trees, and I don’t know
what she did with the child, there was something it told her,
and there was something it gave her, but whar it was I
couldn’t tell. Then, when the child rose back up in the air
and started back with its tiny lantern, I saw her emerge from
the trees, and swiftly and quickly abandon the garden,
stealing through the gate and closing it behind her, and
silently, as she closed the gate, she raised her head one last
time, and had another upward look, a single look and then
away, and then she raced back to her home and her bed . . . .

And she became a different person, and I knew what had
happened. And other constellations that didn’t know could
also tell, and she kept smoothing her hair with her hands and
she would suddenly blush, as though embarrassed about her-
self, and from then on and often I would notice her coming
to the well when I wasn't there, and bending over the well,
and silently and hastily catching her image in the well and its
depth.... And in the garden too she became a frequent
guest, and in that place among the trees, as though forgetting
something, she would come and seek: She would conceal
herself there with the pf(_:‘gg_gg_of.the star, with what the child
had brought to her, and what she had concealed from every-
one else, and I was the only one who knew, because I had
peered after her and noticed it. . . .

I was saddened, and I neglected my work, and my buckers
would wait and wait for me, and I would forget them for a
while. And huge droughts came upon the earth, and the trees
and the grass were pleading for drink, and the fields were
parched, and forests were smoking, and rivers dried up, and
the beds of creeks lay empty, and I didn’t notice, and the
constellations kept reminding me, and even then I would
work so lazily, and I did my job so listlessly.

And she was always in good spirits, and a great joy shone
from her eyes, and the constellations beamed with pride, and
their spirits became as good as hers, and they didn’t know

the why and how, but they did know that her time was
upon her. ...

And fairly soon, on another evening, the star’s messenger-
boy came bearing gifts: necklaces and adornments of pearls,
earrings and rings for her fingers. And these were things that
she couldn’t conceal, and everyone saw the gifts she was
wearing, and they all surrounded her and estimated the value
of the jewels, and she didn’t know what to do, what should
she say, what should she answer, and they all began to inrer-
rogate, and to encircle her with questions, and she ran from
the well and she ran to the garden, and then from the garden
to the well, and back and forth, and her young legs carried
her....

And T lost my head, and 1 envied the star, and 1 didn’t
speak a word to her, and she always evaded me. And she
didn’t want to show her joy before me, and 1 was unable to
look at her joy, and so T kepe to myself, and 1 also avoided
the constellations. And then, on an evening, the sky-beggar
came, and he came and called the constellations together,
called them together and said to them:

“Prepare yourselves, you constellations, Virgo the Virgin
will be taken from you!”

“What's happening?”

“She’s ascending, she’s being given to a great star. Prepare
yourselves, you'll all be asked to the wedding.”

The constellations began to prepare, and they've been
preparing themselves ever since, and they surrounded the
bride with love, and they all provided her with the loveliest
things, and she renmined quiet and gave herself over to their
devotion, and they're teaching her, and advising her, how to
behave, and conduct herself. And all their hands are busy ar
work, to prepare themselves and prepare the bride, and
they’re looking forward with great expecrations, they're un-
able to pare, and they’re giving her the best they can, the
best of all good things and whatever constellations
possess.... I'm the only one who can’t go to the wedding,
P'm the only one who can’t lose his envy, and (this is only
for you) I've secretly made up my mind to pass her by with
empty buckets. ...

And the present state of the earth—it’s all been caused by ’
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““ch, not bad,” smiled the world-
“\')Vell, and what about you and t
I've been invited, and 1']] go.”

::And what about the empty bucketsp”
I'm not afraid.”

::What's going to happen?”
The sky-beggar showed us a way. This is what happened:”

carrier.
he wedding?”

Recently, as I was walkin i
A g alon th i
world on my shoulders, wit] o i e B o the

in thought, and h my head in the clouds and lost

eyes, and there was one question | J ; m. Y
in your hands...... One wrong maes ot ¢ fid of: I¢s all

wrong move, and the ball will fal]
and the past will be past, and the ,
'why bother holding it, where will you
is markcd out, and the path is revealed
f going out of your way .., ? ‘
something suddenly said in my ears, |
ee where the sudden voice was coming

and—that will be all,
won’t come, and so
bring it, if the road
and there’s no way o

“There's a way!”
turned my head to s

future

from, and I saw the sky-beggar, in a cheerful mood, with a
merry face, and he quickly spoke to me:

“World-carrier, you're invited to heaven, to attend the
marriage of Star and Virgo, and don’t wait to be coaxed.”

“How can I go,” I said to him, “and how can I think of
marriages now that Aquarius has done away with our abun-
dance? Aquarius has made his well run dry, and he’s aban-
doned his job, his buckets are full of holes, and soon we
won’t have anything left.”

To which the beggar replied: “Don’t be afraid, something
is going to happen at the ceremony ..., The Seven Way-
farers and the Seven Beggars will attend .... And that will
be a propitious time, and everyone in need will be asked to
come, and in regard to you and your burden, you'll both no
longer depend on your star; and what you've yearned for all
these years, you'll get; you're going to be raised and you'll
stand higher than the constellations. .. .”

“What do you mean?”

“It’s possible, just be sure to come .... And here's the
road, it's all uphill, and if you’ll follow it you'll avoid the
waterman with his buckets .. .."”

And so I started out on the road, and made my way up-
ward, and soon I heard the winds of the spheres, whirling re-
mote and strange, the likes of which I had never heard, and 1
heard the singing of alien suns, and their wheels of fire were
dazzling, and I also sang out, and on the way I kept meeting
people like myself, and all of them were invited too, walking
along in sublimity, and in front the Elephant, shaking his
heavy head, and with mountains of wealth, and with
wedding gifts, to make the bride and groom rejoice.. . ..

“And that,” said the world-carrier, “is my joy and my uphill,”
and now, wanderer, I'm leaving ....”

And the world-carrier arose from sitting at the table, from sitting
and from telling so long, and the night watchman in his furriness
also got up, and nothing was written on his face, he had come that
way, before the story, and even now, even after the telling, he still
looked the same, and watchmanlike he straightenced his fur, and the
watchman’s whistle was on his chest, and he turned around to the
window there, and he saw it was true, it was dawning soon. He
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gave the wanderer a nasty glance, and the wanderer vanished from
his sight, and the world-carrier left the room, and just before he left
for good, he looked at the drunkards asleep at the table, and he left
them in silence, and the watchman after him; and the day was al-
ready blossoming, and one by one, from the courtyards, with their
brooms in their hands, the janitors started coming out, to sweep the
yards and clean the streets, and the carrier said good morning to the
watchman and took his leave, and the watchman went off, to his
house, to his home, to spend the day resting for the night . ...

And that morning, when the day was broad and bright, when the
sun was high in the heavens, and a huge bustle in the streets, and
the streets had been cleaned again to be dirtied again by the day
and the din; and the carrier and the world had gone far, with his
heavy weight to carry uphill, and to strain with it—it was only then
that the drinkers awoke, the ones who had spent the night, in the
tavern, in The Blind Man, they awoke and rubbed their eyes, and
they were nocturnally pale, and had pale smiles on their lips, and
they left the room in The Blind Man and came out on the street,
and first they went to an unclean place, they went there and stoed
there facing the wall, stood there and yielded their nightly drink-
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