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Modern con:
plored in new books

€X

d

By
DAVID BIRKAN

Several facets of modern
Jewish history are striking-
ly presented in two new
books. ;

Against the Apo-
calypse: Responses to
Catastrophe in Modern
Jewish History (Harvard
University Press,
U.5.520) by David
Roskies is a well written
and researched study of
Jewish artistic reaction to
the unprecedented anti-
semitic depredations of
recent times. = 7

Hasidism and the Jew-
ish Enlightenment: Their
Confrontation in Galicia
and Poland in the
First ~ Half of - the
Nineteenth Century (Jew-
ish Publication Society,
U.§.$30), by the Ilate

pogrom novel; poets S.
Frug, Chaim Nachman Bi-
alik, H. Leivik, A. Le-
yeles; Sholom Aleichem,
Abraham Sutzkever — the
witness to the destruction
of Vilna — and Uri Zvi
* Greenberg; artists Issacher
Ber Ryback, Marc
Chagall, Marcell Janco,
Nathan Rapoport, Naftali
Bezem, and Samuel Bak.
For readers interested in
categories, Roskies” study
also becomes a work of art
criticism, in the positive
sense of the phrase.

Revels

_in Jewish

roots

Raphael Mahler, exa- _

mines the nascent Hask-

alah (westernizing) move- -

ment’s little publicized
campaign of persecution
against its chief competi-
tor for the hearts and
minds of East European
Jewry, -t g

' _ Roskies’-study is more
inclusive than its title sug-
gests, beginning by way of
background with an exami-
nation of Lamentations,
written after the destruction
of the First Temple, and

“related **liturgy of destruc-
tion,".the Tisha B'Av ob-
servances. These he relates
to what is expressed in the
writings and visual arts of

Jewish authors and artists

+_since the Russian pogroms.
.In_the " process,* he ~il-

- luminates many contribut-

. ing events and situations.
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- © Roskies” -work " has
-earned much praise, in the
~-Jewish and non-Jewish
‘press. When it first came
out, in hardcover, it won
"+ the 1984 Ralph Waldo

Included in Roskies’ fo- .~ Emerson Award.

‘cus are significant works
by: S...Y,. Abramovitsh
(better ‘known ‘under _the
pen name Mendele Mocher
Seforim);« Yekutiel. Ber-

« Mahler’s study sets out
to document the attempted
suppression of the chassid-

- ic movement by the maski-
lim (weternizers), a sorry
man, who wrote the first chapter in Jewish history. -

“Roskies is a relatively
young Montreal-born in-
has
revelled in and embraced
his Jewish roots. As a
“Youngster in ‘‘a city of
survivors,’’ he and many
other children took full
“part in their parents’
memorial

services. ‘“We were called

upon to recite poetry,

sing ghetto songs, and
--light candles,” he re-

counts in a moving in-
entitled
Ruined Citiés of the

rontations

One maskil, Jacob
Samuel Byk, berated his
own movement for their
“‘boundless hatred”’ of
the chassidim, pointing
out that it preached toler-
ance and love of one’s fel-

‘low man towards
-everybody but them.

-~ Writes Mahler: “In all
fields and in every respect,
the haskalah was the oppo-
site of chassidism, an an-
tithesis that reflected the
conflicting interests ard
philosophies of the Jewish
people.”” The chassidim
represented the im-

~ poverished, - suffering
masses; the maskilim, the
rising Jewish bourgeoisie
and its associated intel-
ligentsia. The chassidim
viewed the Diaspora as the
central tragedy of the Jew-
ish people, yearning for a
messianic redemption and
return te Zion. The maski-
lim pressed for secular
education and linguistic as-

-similation.

The chassidim were
completely attached to
Jewish tradition and the
Yiddish language; the
maskilim and their follow-
ers aimed to merge with the
dominant nationality in lan-
guage, dress, and external

" bearing. They despised
Yiddish, preferring Ger-
man or any other Western

- language and in some cases
Hebrew. SR G

. The maskilim pressed

or -secular education;
shunned miracles and the
* supernatural in_religion;

"despised economically un-
productive Jewish occupa-
tions, particularly in the
rabbinate “and _religious
schools; and “opposed
tzedakah, as encouraging
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~ idleness. They were also -

embarrassed by the
‘*benighted’" appearance of

the chassidim and by their - T CE

iy

indifference or opposition & <

-~ to maskilim efforts for po-+ - *
litical emancipation. ./~ .

- Reading his

Throughout the first half
of the 19th century, the
maskilim collaborated with
secular governments in try-
ing to suppress chassidim
and banning or censoring
their religious writings.

The maskilim and the
Austrian authorities col-
laborated intensively in the
arch-reactionary reign of

_ Prince Metternich after the
defeat of Napoleon. Chas-
sidic leaders’ injunctions
earlier to refrain from aid-
ing or even sympathizing
with the French invaders
despite their host govern-
ments’ long record of anti-
semitic excesses were total-
ly disregarded. -

The career of collabora-
tor Joseph Perl, a govern-
ment school director
decorated by both despots
of Eastern Europe, Rus- .
sia’s Czar Alexander I and
Austria’s Emperor Francis

1, is explored at length.

Mahler’s book was origi-
nally published before his
death in 1977. This edition,
the first in .English,
represents some very good
translation work, from the
Yiddish by Eugene Oren-
stein, and from the Hebrew
by Aaron Klein and Jenny
Machlowitz. -
and
Roskies’ books, and then
Juxtaposing the two, can
provide useful insights
into the state of contem-
porary Judaism. -



