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A Tale of Kings

1.

Once there was a king. A king like any king, with a crown on his
head and a throne to sit on, and all the qualities and everything that
pertains to a king. 5

One day the king fell ill. And this is what was wrong with him:

He trembled for his crown and his throne, he no longer believed in
his kingdom and his people, nor did he trust his lords and near-
and-dear. Every night, he would dream of poisons and swords, plots
and uprisings, revolts and upheavals. Always, every time he slept, he
would see wild and terrifying visions, that made him go cold and
go hot. He would wake up in the midst of them and never sleep a
full night or full sleep.

All the doctors from his kingdom were summoned, and then all
the doctors from other kingdoms, and they inspected and examined
him, listened and looked, and each one prescribed a different
remedy. The king followed each doctor’s orders and listened to
each physician’s advice, and did everything they told him to do, he
took every medicine, yet nothing changed, he obeyed and listened,
but his illness remained.

Finally, the king despaired of the healers and the healing, and he
stopped taking the medicines. Now he turned to conjurors and holy
men, to the most pious and best-known in his generation and king-
dom and in others as well, he invited all of them to his palace and

you've been treated, and the treatment didn’t help, and so I've come
to you with a remedy.”

“And just what is your remedy?”

“A story, Sire, a very long one, and the ending is meant for yow.”

“I'm listening.”

The king motioned to his side, to a chair, and told the beggar to
have a seat. The beggar obeyed and sat down respectfully, and
sitting silent for a while, he finally started the story and told it:

2.

In a certain country, under a certain king, in an enormous field,

<right in the middle>there lived an old man, eighty years old; in a

shack that could barely stand with age, with crooked walls, and a
tiny roof that was full of holes. The shack lay low, close to the
earth, with a tiny window, and only one, and a tiny_door that was
bent and bowed, leading in, right into the ruin. This was where the
old man lived, this was his home and his alone, and day and night
he talked to his walls, he never saw a living creature, ever, except
for them, and he never needed anyone, ever, except for them. And
time wore on, a good long time.

Then, one evening, when the old man was sitting at the threshold
of his ruin, looking at the remote and silently setting sun, he no-
ticed that, from afar and opposite him, from the horizon and from
where the sun was drooping, a little person had appeared—appeared

and was walking toward him and his ruin. He waited and waited,
and looked and looked. And finally the person arrived, and silently,
and from the road, and to the seated old man, and to his face, he
presented himself . . . .

It was a youngster, very young, not yet ten, and all alone, and
poor and ragged, and forsaken, and no one to rely on in the world,
but young and with youthful confidence, and trustingly hopeful for
reliance.

“Old man, I've come to you,” said the boy.

“What have you come for?”

“To serve you.”

“I’'m old and lonesome.”

“I'm young and I'll remain with you.”

“And what do they call you, boy?”

“They call meBovve)”’
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whatever the old man said, always devoted, fulfilling his smallest
wishes, anticipating his needs and wants. Now the old man was fee-
bly and barely alive, always in bed, and never stirring, spending
whole days on one side only, never turning over on the other, con-
stantly silent, constantly wordless, never sharing his old thoughts
with the youth; he lay there, growing feebler from day to day,
losing strength as time wore on.

And at last he came to his last days, and one day he felt his final
day. With his last strength, he called the boy over and told him
what was happening. He asked the boy to prepare him for death, to
change the bed linen and change his clothes, to wash him well and
properly. The boy heard these things and they bewildered him, but
nevertheless he set about doing the old man’s last will: He washed
him well and changed his clothes, and changed the bed linen, and
prepared him for his death; he did no other work that day, and
only worked for the old man and his departure; he listened to him
and his feeble words, and leaned over him and stood over his head
and his lips; and whatever came from the old man’s lips, the boy
fulfilled and carried out. And thus, standing over his bed, and ful-
filling all his wishes, he served the old man in every way, and never
stopped serving him.

" Stillness—and the old man was ready. Silence—and the old man
was washed and dressed and lying there. His feet stretched out, his
body straight and on its back, his head raised upon the pillow, and
quilts and covers blanketing his little length and short lying. The
old man lapsed into silence, and wordlessly gazed at the ceiling,
which was lying low above his head and all lit up with the light of
day; and the day was dawning and shining, glowing and lingering,
and then glowing with a steady brightness. The glowing waned,
and the day slowly wore down to evening and wore away from the
shack and what was happening inside, and the light slowly faded.
The day moved on and left the shack in quiet darkness, in a gloomy
field, in a silent evening field.

Now the shack began to grieve, with the one tiny window, and
thm door of the ruin, and the walls inside, and the small bed
standing there, with the old man lying on it. The old man was all
stretched out, lying there for his departure, gazing up at the ceiling
and seeing nothing, and the boy was standing over him and gazing
at his gazing. That moment, from the far end of the field, the sun,
with a final beam, flickered through the window, into the shack,

sending in its final glow, reflecting on the old man’s face, and thus
quietly reflecting, the sun took its leave forever from the day and
] from the field, from the shack, and from the life in the shack.
~ That moment, just before the end, the old man’s eyes became
clear, he shifted them from the ceiling and from his long gazing to
the boy who was standing next to him, he looked at him and stared
at him, and then, having stared his fill, he said:

“My child.... You've served me in vour loyalty, you honored
and you respected me, and you comforted and supported my old
age. And I wish for you and desire for you: a life of loving, a
youth of comfort, and you shall stand before kings, and comfort
kings.

“And listen: The last hour of my living has come, and soon my
last bit of strength and my last touch of life are being taken. I'll
stay on this bed, and I'll lie here dead. Leave me in this room, and
close the door behind you, and go away from here, and as soon
as you leave here, the first event will happen and the first call of
life will call to you. .. .”

And it came to pass! Soon the old man turned away from the
youth and grew silent from speaking, he raised his eyes to the ceil-
ing and stared aloft and never removed them again. He stared in
stillness, until they started closing, he closed them and remained
outside, he lay there in tranquility and, still and tranquil, gave his
soul to God and his breath to the room . . . .

The boy stood at his bed for a while, lingering, waiting, gazing at
the dead man, and convinced himself that he was dead. Then he
walked away from him, saying farewell to the old man, and left the
shack and stepped outside, closing the door behind him in silence,
and then, after leaving the shack, he set out in the field, from where

he once had come, from where he once had appeared to the old
man.

3.

And behold: quiet after the sunset and after the boy had left the
shack, the field lay empty and orderly. Only a dimness was left of
the sun, and the shack itself—a dismal memory. The boy thought of
the shack and then walked through the field, recalling the old man

in his death and yielding, softly recollecting as he walked through
the evening. »
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He gazed and gazed upon the ground, never looking at himself or
his path, never looking around at all, and he didn’t notice that far
away, upon the horizon opposite him, a rider loomed into view, on
a large mount, finely saddled and true to the rider. He loomed up,
scanned around and across the field, and found it empty and after
sunset. His eyes searched long and hard dll at last they alit on the
walking boy. He spurred his horse and charged toward the boy,
and silently and unnoticed by him he drew nearer to him in the
evening. As the rider came close, the boy lifted up his eyes from
despair and mulling, and felt the rider and saw him astride, and
the rider was coming closer and closer, and the two were coming
toward one another. Then the horseman reined in his horse and
pulled it back. It halted and didn’t budge, and the boy and the
riaer stood face to face.. ..

“Good evening, boy.”

“Good evening, rider.”

“You’re coming from the field and the old man?”

“Yes,” replied Bovve.

“And the old man is dead and you're free of your service?”

“Free,” said the boy in sadness.

“Get up on the horse and ride with me.”

“Where to?”

“To the king.”

“And what will I do there?”

“Give me your hand, and I'll tell you as we ride.”

And the horseman reached out his hand to the boy who stood be-
fore and below him, the boy stretched out his hand to the horse-
man, and the rider took him, and lightly and nimbly lifted him onto
the horse and the saddle.

And there, and as the rider reined his horse toward the horizon
from which he had ridden, and as the horse obeyed and quietly
turned, and obediently galloped to where he was bidden, the rider
looked at the boy who was sitting on his saddle with him, and said:

“Don’t be surprised, my boy, and don’t be amazed that I knew

about you and where you were. Qur stargazer told me and showed
me the way.”

“And who am I?”

“A servant to the king.”

“And why was I sent for?”

“Let me tell you. Our king has a little _daughter, young, and

o ——

lovely, and lively, and the same age as you. The king dotes upon
her. And recently she turned to him and said: ‘Daddy, darling, I
want a friend, a boy the same age as I, I want him to be a brother
to me, and make my heart feel glad.” For the king has no sons, our
king has no boys, his daughter is his only child, his girl is the apple
of his eye, and the king can never say no to her, and everything
that her lips pronounce has to be done as soon as it’s said.

. “And the king gave his word, and discussed her wish with his
ministers, he gathered together the Council of Peers and told them
what his daughter desired, and that her desire would have to be
done, but how and who, he didn’t know and what did they think?

“They listened to what he said, the peers, and understood the

king’s request, and that some person had to be chosen, with virtues
and qualities hard to find. They brooded and thought and racked
their brains, and each man looked among his children and wanted
to find the fortunate boy among his own. Each one quietly offered
his own. The king listened to their proposals, and then respect-
fully turned them down, he offended no one, said nothing against
their children, nothing against the boys that they proposed, but ac-
cepted none, and agreed to none, and then he turned to the star-
gazer, relying on him and his advice: The stargazer knows, the star-
gazer sees, so he banked on him and what he would say, and what
he would offer.

“So the stargazer mulled and the stargazer mused, and then, turn-
ing to the peers, he said:

““The matter, my lords, is rather grave, the situation, honored
sirs, is exceptional, the princess is precious to us, and her wish is our
command. Thus, you must know: We don’t need just a friend for
her, to pass the time, not just a playmate to act as a brother, but a
friend, a real one, devoted and loyal, a brother by birth as it were.
He has to help the princess in all her troubles, and all the time, and
be prepared to risk his life for her at any time. Because . .. we will
need his life, the princess will require his life, for crises, great ones,
are lurking ahead of her. That's what I've seen in the stars, and the
stars say: Do not seek the boy among the lords, nor among the
royal next-of-kin, nor among his friends or his family, nor in our
royal capital, nor in other cities, nor in any town or village of any
country, but far away from any men, remote and distant from hu-
man settlement—there you shall find such a quality, there you shall
find such a boy. And my lords, with all due respect to yourselves
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and your children, you know me and you know my disinterested-
ness, and no one will suspect my motives, but the truth, as given
from heaven, is 72y truth, and tongue cannot deny it. Thus, I pro-
pose: Let the king give me three nights, I will prepare myself in
that time, and stay awake, and whatever the stars will say to me, I
shall transmit to the king and his servants.’

“And that's what happened. They gave the gazer two or three
nights, and he didn’t sleep a wink all the while, he stayed awake on
his high tower outside the city, holding his head up toward the sky,
his eyes toward the stars, scanning and peering and seeking in the
heavenly heights, and at last, after the third night, he appeared again
in the royal palace, in the morning after the king’s levee. He en-
tered, and had himself announced, and they announced him to the
king, and he came before him, and bowed in respect, and softly, af-
ter bowing, he said:

“ ‘I saw, Your Majesty, I saw and was shown: In a field, far away,
in your land, there stands a shack, tiny and old, an abandoned ruin,
about to collapse . . . . And an old man lives in it, and a boy lives
with him, a servant, and the old man is about to pass away, and
the boy will remain alone, and go off into the world when the old
man leaves it, and you'll have to send someone out after him to
overtake him on his road . . . . And—the boy will go out because he
loves the old man, and he’ll do the old man’s final bidding, for the
old man told him to put himself in the hands of the first person he
meets on the way and follow him to wherever he summons.
I say to you, Your Majesty, command one of your devoted horse-
men to saddle his horse immediately and ride out and ride to the
field, and this is the way ...

“The king promptly sent for me, and ordered me to prepare for
the journey immediately, so I saddled the horse and the king trans-
mitted the stargazer’s words and directions to me. I rode and rode,
and I left the capital and came to other cities, and I left those cities,
and avoided others, and ignored the towns and settlements, and
rode through the countryside, on and on, and farther and farther,
until I saw you leaving the shack and crossing the field. And that
wasit....”

And now the rider stopped his telling, and paused a while, riding
wordlessly, slowly, and holding the boy next to himself, gazing at
him, and then, after gazing briefly, he added: )

“And now we'll ride and ride, a day and two, across our wide

land, and then we’ll arrive in the capital, and then I'll bring you to
the king and his daughter. All right?”

“Yes,” said the boy, boyishly, not musingly, not boastfully.

And thus it came to pass. The rider rode upon his horse, drawing
nearer and nearer to the settlement, and the field was farther and
farther back, and the shack was farther and farther away, and he
rode quietly with the boy, and at last, after several days, he arrived
one evening in the capital, on the king’s street, at the king’s palace.

Upon their arrival, they took the boy into the palace and
presented him to the king. The ruler scanned him from head to
foort, and he liked the boy. With his quiet standing and his holding
himself well, with his appearance and his modesty, he was bidden
by the king to approach, and the king stroked the boy’s head and
stared into his eyes, and then had him taken to a separate room to
change his clothes and rest from his long riding.

He was led away and his clothes were changed, and he was
dressed in the stateliest garments and given everything he needed,
and prepared, and then when everything was done, he was left
alone for the night, to spend the night in the room.

The next day, when the boy got up from his sleep, relaxed and
rested from the previous day, refreshed and restored from riding,
he was brought to the king, to the royal levee, and presented in his
newness to the morning eyes of the king. The king cast his eyes
upon him and received him with a cheerful face, blessed him with a
“good morning” and inquired about his needs and wishes: Might he
need anything, might he lack anything, he need merely ask, and the
king would have his wishes fulfilled. The boy bowed from the
waist, thanking the king for his concern and his bounty, but every-
thing was fine, he had all that he needed, nothing was lacking, and
may the king be exalted, and as soon as the boy needed anything,
he would apply to the king . . . .

The king listened to the boy’s words, and his face broke into a
smile, the king was cheerful and happy, and then, before dismissing
the boy, he had them summon his beloved daughter into the recep-
tion chamber before him. They brought her in, the daughter, in
front of her father for the morning blessing. She, too, bowed and
curtsied to the king, bending her young body and her knees to him,
presenting herself lovingly and daughterly to his fatherly highness.

“Good morning, daughter.”

“Good morning, father.”
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“And this is your friend.”

And now the daughter took her eyes from her father on his
throne and lifted them upon the boy, who was standing aside next
to the royal throne, gazed at him in curious surprise.

“Yes, daughter, this is your friend, make friends with him and ac-
cept his love, and he’ll be together with you, and stay with you in
the palace.”

The daughter blushed childishly, the daughter removed her eyes
from the boy, and, lowering her head and youthfully blushing, she
dropped her eyes to the ground, and she stood there before her fa-
ther and his gazing . . . .

“And now, children, for you,” the king addressed them both as
“children.” '

“Get back to your rooms and your conversation and yourselves.”
And the king motioned, and commanded the servants, and the
children went off to their chambers, led away from the reception.

4.

And so, from that morning on, the boy remained in the palace,
with the king, to be with his daughter, together with her, and be
reckoned as a child of the king, a friend of his child, a companion,
devoted forever. . ..

The years elapsed. The boy was brought up in the palace and
grew up with the princess, and he was liked by everyone, and more
than anyone by the king’s daughter. And without the boy, the girl
would never take a step or Play a game or enjoy a children’s pas-
time, and they were always together, eating and drinking and play-
ing and studying together. And time went on, and the two of them
were of the same age and grew at the same pace, and were en-
dowed with the same youth.

The princess flowered and bloomed in youth, and the boy did
not remain behind, he kept up with her and flourished with her.

i And after a time, they reached an age of youth, young and yet

| ripe, growing and awakening. And they awoke from their inno-

| cence and their ignorance, and saw one another in ripeness and the
same age, and both of them seventeen . . . .

Others noticed as well: the king with his fatherly eye on the
daughter, and the peers with a begrudging eye on the boy, the
stranger. The lords discussed it among themselves, each one telling

another one, and the king saw it too, but kept it to himself. Now he
held close watch on the children, and sometimes his royal eye
would alight on them and follow them and observe whart they did:
The way they came before him with lowered eyes; how close they
‘were and one together, and yet, when standing before him, how re-
mote and shamefaced with one another-. . . .

He saw it and he pondered it, and after a spell of convincing
himself and making sure and mulling it over, he summoned the star-
gazer, his beloved adviser, to give him advice.

And the stargazer came art the king’s beck and call, and the king
ordered the attendants to close the door behind him and admit no
one else as long as he was there, and none of the footmen were to
disturb the king: He had business of utmost importance and had to
remain alone with the stargazer.

Now the king told the stargazer the things he had noticed about
the children, and his lengthy watching and observing, his keeping
an eye on them and a watch on them, and the things he had seen
and the things he had noticed, and he rold all these things at length
and at breadth to the stargazer, and he called upon his advice and
his wisdom and his common sense.

And the stargazer had to understand: The king was just one and
the peers were many, and his daughter was the apple of his eye, and
her love was his healing. Bur the peers and the courtiers would fight
and oppose. For in truth: As all did know and as all could bear
witness—it had never happened, it had never occurred, not in his
family, and not with other kings, that a princess should get her be-
loved from the street and from the fields. And such was the case:
The boy was poor, and had no father or mother, no pedigree and
no lineage, and there were so many children around, courtly and
close to the king—and what was he to do; . ..

The stargazer listened to what the king said, and he reflected, he
understood the king and his predicament, sympathized and uttered
his sympathy, and then he mulled the matter some more. And then,
after having thought it out, he spoke to the waiting sovereign:

He told him not to fret or worry for now, the children were still
young, and their hour of union was far away. It was better to wait,
and time would bring counsel.

Again the gazer mulled and mused, standing in silence for a
while, turning his thoughts around in his head, and then he added
further advice:
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The king must know, as it seemed and appeared to his friend,
that the bridegroom was marked by the heavens and set by the
stars, and no power and no impediment could ever prevent the
children’s love. But for the moment, let it wait.

The king thanked the stargazer for his advice, and said goodbye,
and the stargazer returned to his home, and the king remained on
his throne in his palace. He thought about the stargazer’s advice,
and agreed with it, and he felt relieved, and, quietly as hitherto, he
let the children be.

And meanwhile time went along on its way, and the children be-
came closer and closer, and they kept on growing, and the courtiers
whispered about their growing, they clustered in private groups and
talked about them, and about the boy and his role at court, and
their envy of him increased, and some of the courtiers, the highest,
no longer bothered to hide their envy. They hated him and looked
down at him, and scorned his being here in the royal palace, for
himself and as their equal. They bore a deep grudge and treated
him poorly, and whenever they met him they would glare and
scowl.

The boy perceived it, and the princess noticed and knew of their
hatred, but both of them avoided it, and never talked about it to-
gether, nor even mentioned it, and they merely looked with silent
eyes at the king, at him and his wisdom, at what he witnessed and
overlooked. They waited—but the king never spoke to the lords,
and the children never to the king, and time wore on, and things
were slowly coming to a head, and all at court could feel it coming,
but nobody said a word.

But then one day in the palace something happened:

5.

The king set a day for his annual hunt and told the lords and the
courtiers to perpare for that day. And they began to make them-
selves ready. The lords took out their coursing-clothes and told
their servants to clean them up, and the courters whetted their
spears and swords and took apart their guns and cleaned each part,
and all were absorbed in their preparations, and throughout the
royal palace, the readyings and arrangings were great, and the ser-
vants and footmen scurried about, and they labored like madmen in
the stables. The horses and wagons were led from the stables, and

carriages and harnesses were rigorously scoured, and the roval
firearms removed from their cases and inspected and cleaned, and
also for Bovve and for the daughter of the king, everything was
prepared so that they might take part in the hunt. For ... this time
the princess begged her father and pleaded with him to take her
along, and not refuse her or leave her at home, she wanted to watch
the coursing and everything that happened. The king did not say
no. He agreed to her request, and told his servants to include his
daughter and her playmate in his cortege, the two of them would
ride with him, along with him at either side.

The day came closer, and the morning dawned, and all the lords
and all the huntsmen gathered at the royal palace, and all were
adorned in their hunting best, and all were equipped for the hunt,
and the horses were harnessed, and the hounds by the steeds, all set
to start, out in front, and some would start first and some start last.

Then the hunting horn blared out, and the king appeared as the
first, on his mount, at his side his daughter, with her escort, riding
on a lovely horse, and next came the lords arranged in a line, in the
usual order of long tradition.

The trumpet pealed a second time, and then it blasted once again.
The king rode out of the court and the palace, and next came his
daughter with Bovve, and after them came all the lords. They gal-
loped across the first street, and then the second, and then the-third,
and thus advancing from street to street, they rode through the city
and into the fields. And onto the road, and into the forest where
they were heading.

The king and his hunters came to the middle of the forest, and
the horsemen reined in their steeds, and waited for the hundng’mas-
ter to give the signal for the hunt to begin.

They stood for a spell, and the morning hung over the woods,
sunny and quiet, peaceful and radiant, and the woods and the trees
stood perfectly still, and the horsemen among them sat still on their
mounts. But then the hunting master gave the sign, the hunters
dfsmounted and untied the hounds, and the hounds sprang off in all
directions, and after them the huntsmen with rifles and guns, and
they all wandered among the trees, each man following his tracker
and his forerunner. The woods became hushed, and the riding host
scattered and vanished, and only the rarest of rustles came back
from the thickets, a hunter leaping or a dog prying, and no voice

and no bark disrupted the peace, and the men got farther and far-
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ther apart, and the place where the riders had left their horses grew
stiller and stiller, and only the servants who stayed with the horses
stood and held their reins, and kept themselves and the horses still.
And even the king, the hunter, escorted by Bovve and by the
princess, moved off to a side, deep in the woods, like everyone else,
in a silence of woods, like everyone else, intent on the hunt, deeply
intent.

7" And then, when the king with his daughter and Bovve, had van-
ished deep inside the woods, and all around them, except for their
tracking, no human could be sensed, nor a human sign, and not a
dog and not a bark of other dogs, and only their own hounds and
forerunners, from bush to bush, tore onward, seeking with long
noses and sharp noses, and sniffed and pried and all in vain, and
then dashed on, and, with the king and the king’s children, reached
the heart of the forest, and the woods grew denser, and overgrown
with undergrowth, and interbranched and intertreed, and silent, and
unusually silent, and undisturbed by any noise—when all at once,
from a bush, an animal, a terrified beast, aroused from its rest, from
its lair and its wooded life, streaked past the king and past his es-
corts, bumping past them and startled and not counting on being
saved, it suddenly halted in front of them, not knowing where to
turn, not having anywhere to flee—and all at once, with a cunning
animal-leap, it sprang upon the princess’s breast, and with its hurl-
ing leap and its bewilderment, it flung the princess upon the

, ground.

— And they flung themselves and aimed their guns, the king and
Bovve, at the beast, and fired, and shot the beast, and killed it, and
then turned to the princess, who had been thrown to the ground,
and they quietly bent over her, seeking the place where the beast
had wounded her.

But then it turned out that the king’s daughter hadn’t been
touched and hadn’t been hurt, and had no wound nor injury, but
she lay there, pallid, on the ground, stretched out, and not stirring a
limb. And her eyes were staring but not seeing, and fixed on one
point, and she didn’t speak or move her lips, or moan or emit any
sound.

The king gave Bovve an order. He told him to blow his horn, to
announce to the entire forest that all the huntsmen dispersed in the
woods were to gather together and hear that a misfortune had oc-
curred ... ..

erywhere, and all the horns appealed to one another, and all the
huntsmen came stampeding, and—and after the huge trumpeting,
from all the corners and al] the lairs, the hunters a] came hurryiné
out, and all at once, and al] of them arriving at once, they found the
king standing by his fallen daughter, and Bovve with both of them
trumpeting the great misfortune, ‘

And the lords surrounded and observed the princess, and they
looked at her and the king bending over her. Then some of them
bent over and lifted her from the earth, and quietly and carefully
they topk her, and silently they carried her away from the place
and quietly, accompanied by all, they brought her to the place
where the servants and horses and carriages were waiting, and

moqnted their horses, and dolefully and wordlessly, they let the
camage.roﬂ out first, and all of them, hushed, accomp.anied her.

Arriving, the princess was brought into the palace, after the
forest and the dismal yearly hunt. They took her to her chamber
and to her bed. The king then gave a command:

“Let all the healers and all who can cure listen, from the capital
and from around the capital, and whoever loves the king and his
daughter, and no precious thing will be too precious for the king
and let them come, and let them cure.” ’

And soon, all the healers of the capital collected in the palace
and they were brought into the daughter’s chamber, and they in-Y

fmd no injury, her entire body was untouched
Jm.al teeth, and not the slightest trace of a wound, and yet the
princess lay as though dead, but still her pulse, a feeble flurter
hinted at a hidden life. ,

T'he doctors consulted among themselves, quietly speaking in
n.ledxcr‘al parlance, and all of them were €arnest, and the dis-
tinguished and the serious men were quiet and lugubrious, and thejr
eyes and their hushed gazes uttered an earnest siruation’and their
helplessness: “The situation is carnest, and the accident is unwonted
and He in heaven is a healer and only He can help....” ,
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And the doctors did and tried what they thought was nceded,

they staved and staved in the princess's chamber, never leaving and
always busy, and always consulting, and always attempting a new
medicine, and everything within their knowledge and what they
had learned in their medical school, and did it all with all their
might and all their strength—to Jessen the king’s sorrow and to
bring his daughter back to life. They did and tried everything, that
day and evening—and when the king came over to their elders and -
asked about his child and her illness, they turned their earnest faces
to the king’s face and said:

“The matter is serious, the illness is unwonted, and we have done

whatever we could, and proceeded by all the laws of medicine, and
the rest is not in the hands of doctors, the rest is the will of

heaven.”

They had their say, and they went their way.
And the princess remained lying, with no improvement and no

relicf as of that day, after the yearly hunt, and the capital’s doctors
could offer no good and no relicf, and not the doctors who came

from clsewhere at the king’s bidding.
The princess, as when she had fallen, lay there, unstirring, as

though paralyzed, with open and with staring eyes, unswerving and
unmoving, and not seeing anything. And exorcists tried to dis-spell

her sickness, but none of their spells had any effect. And the
princess lay there, not living, not dead, and the king sat at her

bedside, guarding her and her soul. Long nights and hushed days,

and he never removed his gaze from her, and he stared at her and
never stopped staring, and stared in hope and faith. Perhaps a limb
of hers might stir; an cye, perhaps, might flicker.... And so he sat
there. And Bovve, the beloved of the princess, would come to her
chamber from time to time, come and observe her, and also the
king, sitting beside her, in his Jostness and great oblivion. Bovve felt
sorry for the king and wanted to comfort his misery and his fa-
therlv grief, but he couldn’t and he had nothing. He would walk
away, leaving him alone with his daughter, sitting over her
misfortune, at her bedside, and again for days and nights in a row,
sometimes visited by the stargazer too, his best friend and his
dearest.

“Well?!” the king would exclaim every time the stargazer came
to visit him. “What have you to say to my misfortune?”

“Indeed, roval friend,” replied the stargazer, “your sorrow is

great and cannot be comforted, but ... God is in heaven, and your
child is not doomed.”

“What are you saying, dear friend?”

“Remember my words and never lose faith, for the stars say: All |
is not lost. Recovery will come, and your child shall be restored—}
she restored, and you comforted, with fatherly pride and joy i
galore.”

And the king believed, and every time he looked forward to the
stargazer’s visit, to his coming and his bringing solace. And perhaps
he would have a tiding, a forecast and a star-word of encourage-
ment, and perhaps the help would arrive for his child, and an end to
his sorrow, and a true resolution.

And meanwhile time wore on, and the princess still lay upon her
bed, and the king still sat at her side, and Bovve was quietly nearby,
and the lords took care of the kingdom alone, and the king took no
part in their governing. And the princess still did not recover, and
no remedy and no medicine could be found, and the king looked
forward to the stargazer alone, and the stargazer to the stars—until
one day:

6.

He came and had himself announced, the stargazer, after a
lengthy night of sky-scanning he had made his way at dawn to the
royal palace and had them announce him to the king, and the king
told his footmen to let him in, and in he walked and bowed low to
the king at dawn, to the weary and worn-out king, who had thus
been spending his nights, and he bowed to him and wished him a
good morning, and his face was aglow with something new, his
eyes with a tiding:

“Good morning, friend, and why so early, and why are you up
at the crack of dawn?”

“For something new, for a tiding, Sire.”

“A tiding?”

“Yes, friend king.”

“What is it?”

“The time of your help is drawing near, the end of your sorrow
is under way.”

“Tell me.”

“Listen:”
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And the stargazer’s eyes, with all their loyalty, and devotion, and
mildness, rose to the king’s face and his eyes of sorrow, and he said:

“King, issue a command today, this very day, by midday, that all
the lords and all the sons should gather together in the palace, all
the children and all the sons who looked forward to your daughter
and desired her heart’s desire; let them all come together, and let
your daughter in her illness be prepared for her marriage, for her
wedding, dressed as befits a bride, and adorned, with nothing lack-
ing, and let Bovve also be invited, and T will also attend—for the
cvent is carnest, for this hour will be major and mighty in the life
of your daughter.”

The king listened, and that very morning he made an announce-
ment to all his lords:

They were to hear and to know and all to be ready, to come at
the hour that the gazer had set, and they all were to bring along
their sons, and not a one was not to come, for the king had need of
them all today.

The lords listened, and the lords were amazed, and unable to
grasp the king's intention and his command. They talked about it
among themselves, and asked one another about it all, but no one
knew what to say, for the king had told no one in advance. They
wondered and they wanted to guess, and they were amazed but
they couldn’t guess, and then, at the appointed hour, all of them, as
one, came, as ordered, to the palace, and gathered there, and all the
lords were brought in to the grand reception room of the king, and
all of them, even the highest lords, were here in private, and they
kept talking and talking about the event, speaking and murmuring,
cach advancing a different idea—and thus discussing and conjectur-
ing, they waited together and failed to hit upon a clear idea.

Now, after all the lords had gathered, suddenly a door flew open,

a door into the reception room, and the king’s footmen appeared
with a bed they were bearing, and in it lay the princess, ill and
leaden and unstirring, and despaired of by all the lords, and the
footmen carried her in on her bed, to where the royal throne was
standing. They put her down, and the lords saw this:

The princess was all dressed up and all adorned for her marriage
and her wedding day, in cleanliness and in white and in purest silk,
as fitting and proper for a royal bride. And on her face, her bridal
veil; and on her brow, a royal diadem, and adorned and covered

with jewels, and only her right hand had been taken from her un-
der the blanket and uncovered and left exposed.

Soft and silent, amazed and confused, the lords peered at the
scene and at the princess, gazed in amazement, confused and finding
no solution.

Next, a second door opened, between the royal chambers and the
reception room, and the king appeared, wearing a daytime robe and
his crown and his scepter, as for a major event, a royal act.

He appeared and entered among the lords and walked over to his
righteous throne, and he bowed to the lords who were gathered
there, and then quietly stepped up to his throne and to his king-
liness.

And then, through the same door wherein the king had come, the
stargazer entered in his learned robe, his long robe, that reached
down to the floor, his black and narrow robe that encased his noble
body, and he entered the reception room, and behind him, in great
meekness, behind his back, came Bovve, following him.

And the stargazer walked over to the king’s throne and the
princess’s bed, and he stopped and cast a glance at the princess, and
deep pity welled up in his eyes, and then he looked at the lords
who were gathered there. And they all looked grim and grave. And
then, looking at the king on his throne, the stargazer took the floor
and began to speak:

“With the permission of the king and the permission of all the
lords gathered here, I take the floor and I announce: Know, lords,
that the stars have sent me to the king, the stars have told me to tell
him, in his grace: This: His daughter cannot recover, his daughter
will not be cured, until she comes to her beloved, until she comes to
her one-and-only. And now we all have gathered here, and all the
sons of the lords are here and all who have sought her hand. And
here is the hand of the king’s daughter, and here is the nuptial ring.
And now, any of you who wishes to try, can go and take the nup-
tial ring and put it on the princess’s finger, and he shall be her hus-
band and master, and inherit the crown and take over the king-
dom .../ But he must know, he who_assumes_this love, that the
princess will not recover so soon, that she will lie on her bed for
long, and he will have to wander through the world and endure
much hardship and overcome many obstacles and impediments, and
at last, and when he has overcome all, only then will he come to
his beloved, only then to his desire. And here is the ring for you!”
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And now the stargazer held aloft for all to see a wedding ring,
great and golden, and showed it to the lords and their sons, and
showing it, called out to them:

“Lords and sons of lords, the nuptial ring and the princess are
waiting, and the king upon his throne—for the fortune and healing
of his daughter . . .. Hence, come and see, and take the ring and try
to slip it on her finger, and if he does, then his will be the princess.”

But none came forward and none drew near, of all the sons and
the eligible youths, at the stargazer’s call and the show of the ring.
They all shrank back, terror-stricken, staring at the bed and the
princess, half-dead, stretched out, and her hand, pallid, reclining.
And no one responded and no one reacted to the stargazer’s words,
or drew near to the bed. The stargazer held the ring aloft for a
long spell—and the king gazed at the crowd, and waited in silence.
And the daughter’s eyes were fixed on the crowd as if waiting for
whoever would step forward and come over.

But their waiting was useless, and at last the stargazer let down
his hand, and the king his eyes, embarrassed, to the floor, and the
daughter, the bride, was abandoned and unpitied and unloved.

Now the stargazer turned to the crowd for a final word and re-
peated for a final time:

“For the last time, sons of lords, for the last time, I call upon
you: Who wants to take the royal princess> Who wants to be privi-
leged with her hand?”

No one!

FFrom the crowd no onc responded.

“r

From a side, unnoticed, unseen until now, from behind the star-
gazer’s back, came a voice.

((I!Y)

Said the voice quietly, and, from behind the stargazer, out came
Bovve.

And cheered and heartened, the stargazer turned to Bovve with a
happy face. And gladdened and excited, the king raised his eyes
from dejection and sadness, and even the princess’s eyes had some-
thing in their gaping, a kind of quickening and joyfulness.. ..

And Bovve went over and held out his hand for the ring that lay
in the stargazer’s palm, he held out his hand and took the ring, and
leaned over the princess and took her hand, which lay uncovered
upon the blanket, and he slipped the ring over her finger:

“For me, to belong to me, to be bound and never sundered, for
all things and for all time, and whatever may happen to you and to
me throughout our lives.”

And Bovve lowered his head and face to the princess who was
now wearing the ring and belonged to him, and he lowered his
head and face and lips and he left a long kiss.

And the king, too, stepped down from his throne and his sitting
and his height, and walked over to his bridal daughter and placed a
kiss upon her forehead, and then stood up straight and gave Bovve a
joyous look and a joyous hug, and then he went over to the star-
gazer, to his best and only friend:

“All the luck in the world, my friend!”

“All the best and all the luck in the world,” replied the stargazer
in gladness and joy.

And the king motioned and issued an order to his servants, who
had brought his daughter into the room and to his throne. And now
the servants took the bed back out of the room and back to the
daughter’s room. And they left and were gone.

The king remained alone with his lords, with the silent lords, the
witnesses of what had happened, who stood ashamed before the
king, and stood there for a while in silence and shame. And then the
king sent them all away, and they all dispersed, and only the king
and the stargazer and Bovve remained in the room, and then, sitting
in private, the stargazer turned to Bovve and said to him:

“And now, Bovve, dress yourself down ... as a_wanderer_and a
beggar. ... And that’s how youwll wander into the world and that’s
how you'll leave the palace soon. And you won’t see your bride be-
fore you depart, and you won't look at your beloved until she
recovers. Now go: And let the blessing of your old guardian help
you, and let his blessing shield your head, and you shall stand be-
fore kings and comfort kings. And know: Each king for your com-
fort will give ygqfgm_ethinghf_tgm__cvg:ry‘,kir_]g‘ ygu shall receive a
present, and in the end, and when you are at_ Xg_u_rgb—xrdﬁ;l"dlastar:
rival—remember: Your help is near .... And here‘;'_gl;mﬂ;v‘e a
present from me.”

And the stargazer put his hand in the pocket of his robe and took
out something like a ﬁ/]ia;taffé}and gave it to Bovve, and softly
giving it to him, he said:

“Carry it with you and take care of it, bear it in mind and think
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of it, and for the first time of your need you will use it, and you
will rid yourself of your need . ...”

And now the stargazer said farewell to Bovve, he shook his hand
and he wished him luck, and having said his hearty goodbye, he led
him before the king, and put Bovve’s hand in the king’s hand, and
thus, putting their hands together, he joined them forevermore, to
cherish one another for always, in allegiance and in devotion for all
time.

And Bovve left the reception room and threw off his clothes, his
palace garments, and put on other clothes, beggar’s garments, poor
and mean, and thus dressed down in beggar’s weeds, he left the
palace and all he loved, and set out through the city and beyond the
city on his way and on his wandering.

7.

And Bovve went away and walked far, and left the palace and
the youth he had spent there. And he roved and ranged for a long
time of walking and wandering. And he never stayed anywhere,
and never spent the day where he spent the night, and nothing ever
happened to him, and he never encountered anyone. And so he
wandered on and on, and all he carried was the food in his knap-
sack and the present that the stargazer had given him. And thus,
just carrving his knapsack and the present, one day, after much
walking and weariness, late in the soft and sunny day, Bovve came
into a country and reached a city, its capital.

It was toward evening, the sun, behind the capital and its houses,
was setting, and vanishing, and shining with a final shine on the city
and the rooftops. The city was cramped into a far corner, with
houses blurred together and radiant with sunset glimmers.

Bovve went around to the other side and saw the city in its
illumination and its remoteness. He approached the walls and the
gates, planning and thinking of spending the night. But as soon as
he came up to the entrance, he encountered a guard with a rifle in
hand. And as soon as the guard saw Bovve come up, he stood in his
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wav and made him stop, and peering into his face, he asked:
“Who are you and what do you want?”
“I'm a beggar, and I want to spend the night in the city.”
“You can’t. You won’t be allowed to enter.”
“Why not?”

“This is the capital, and it’s closed to all wanderers and way-
farers.”

“And who closed it?”

“The king himself.”

“And why?”

“Because of something that happened.”

“What?”

“Something.”

And the guard cast a glance at Bovve and his appearance, first his
face, and the rest, inspecting him from head to foot. He liked the
stranger, he found him appealing, and he did have time, the guard,
and he was sad and bored with guarding and standing on and on at
the gates and hardly ever seeing others. Now he saw Bovve, and
slowly took his rifle from its shoulder position and put it down
upon the earth, and leaned against it, and thus, holding himself on
it, he turned to Bovve, who was standing before him, and agreed
and was willing to tell him the story.

And this is what the guard related:

8.
The Guard’s Story

Our king has a vineyard, a large and wondrous garden, a rarity and
a marvel for visitors. Once, the king built a palace in the vineyard, a
lovely and summerly palace, bright and airy. He would come there
in summer with the queen and their children, the princes, to enjoy
themselves among trees and grape vines, all wondrous, and he
walked along the paths in the morning and evening, past brooks and
past fountains, resting by their waters and by their splashing, and
the peace and stillness would enter his limbs, and the king would be
rested and strengthened for the summer, and gather his forces and
renew his vigor for the future and his royal labors. Year after year,
and summer after summer, on and on, ever since the king became
king, it always was and that was how it was, ever since the king had
taken the throne.

But then, one day ... ..

It was a year ago, it was summer too, the king was in his
vineyard, strolling as always, every morning and every evening.
And it came to pass, at twilight, when the sun was setting, the
garden was half-sunken in shadow, and only the tree-tips were
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aglimmer with sunshine, and the garden was filled with an unwont-
ed hush, a strange evening silence, a shadowy stillness,

and no

haulms and no leaves were stirring . . . .

The king was walking along a path, strolling slowly, step by step,
and he looked at everything attentively and earnestly and in soli-
tude. And walking along, he came at last to a little creek, to a calm
and still water, cooling off from a torrid day, in coolness and eve-

ning, and a whitish mist arose from the water, silent and hovering,
foggily swaying upon the surface. The king paused and stood
there, looking there, at the calm, and, as he gazed in silence, some-
thing loomed up to the king in the midst of the creck.

From the middle and from the mist, a head stuck out, a beggar’s
head, all gray, with tangled hair, but dry, as though it hadn’t come
from water, and it fixed its oldish and watery eyes upon the king,
calm and silent eves, as though from elsewhere and from a water
nation. And the eyes stared at the king, and stayed on his face for a
long while, and at last, when the eyes had held him and beheld him,
on and on, the beggar said to him:

“King, the water has sent mc to you, the water creatures have
told me to tell you: King, beware of water.”

Having spoken and waited and tarried a while, he finally went to
where he had come from, went back, and where he had surfaced he
now submerged.

And it was evening. The sundown-and-garden brightness was
gone from the green and the trees. The shadows that had snuggled
below, by the ground, were creeping out of their lairs and spread-
ing over the entire garden. The fountains and jets of water were
pouring over their wet stones and cool furrows, refreshing the
garden and its shadowiness with night and coolness.

The king stood there, before the creek and after the looming of
the head, stood and stared at the place where the head had loomed
and where it had vanished in the water. The creek now looked as it
always looked whenever the king would come to it, and steamy
with mist and calmer after the cvent and the waning of sunlight. Tt
lay there blurred and dusk-like in its banks, its verdant edges, that
were mirrored in water and deepness. There the king stood, and
still, and after his standing and his stillness, he turned around and,
hushed and thoughtful, he returned to his palace for the night.

And the king felt fear of the watery head, and its shape never left
the eyes of the king. That night, the king spent a sleepless night, he

couldn’t close his eyes all night, and in the morning—when the King
was still disturbed and disheartened, he sent for all the old men and
wise advisers to come and gather in the palace, and all of them
came, his counselors, and he told them all that had happened to him,
his strolling at twilight, and his coming to the creek, and the vision
on the creek and the warning of the vision.

They listened closely, and when the king had finished telling, and
asked them for some kind of solution, the old men waited a while,
pensive and pondering, and after reflecting a bit, they addressed the
king and advised him:

“You must not take it lightly, king, you really must beware of
water, and not so much you as your children, be watchful of
them and wary of water ....”

The king took the words to heart and to mind, and from then on
he was wary of water, and he kept clear of creeks and pools on his
walks, and avoided them all. He himself, and also his children, and
he told his children’s nannies and tutors: “Beware, beware!” They
were not to take the children near the waters in the garden. And
they obeyed him, they never took the little ones to the creeks, and
avoided them and evaded them, and the older ones, too, were for-
bidden ever to set foot near the waters, and the older ones, too,
followed the order.

Only the king’s eldest son, the prince and heir to the kingdom,
did not listen and did not hear the shalt-not, and paid no heed and
paid no mind to the forbidding and the foreboding.

And this is what happened to him:

It was an evening again. The prince was strolling through the
vineyard with his tutor, among dense trees and thick vines, inter-
twined and cool with twilight. Hushed and wordless, the two of
them walked, from path to path, and from lane to lane, and at times
they stopped at the sides and peered into the thicket, the twilight
denseness, that was making ready for dusk and darkness. And thus
they were lost in their pondering, and the tutor, peering, forgot
about the prince, and the prince, in his musing, didn’t think about
his teacher.

And then, the prince saw something white and vague coming
from somewhere, and who could say where? And it lured him on,
that unclear thing, without his fully realizing it, and he turned from
where he was, from the sandy path, and entered that thicket, and
left the road and what lay behind him, and went deeper and deeper,

S son smpa
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and all at once, and farther and farther, at a peaceful pool, isolated

and twilit, something happened.

Hushed and overgrown, the pool lay there with its surface mirror
and its reflection, and all that lay and grew around it could be scen
in the pool and within its water, and the pool was green and re-
flected greenness, and from the surface, the water mirror, a quiet
mist hovered white and low.

The prince walked up and looked. And he stared at the isolation
and the solitude, and he pondered it, and suddenly, as he was star-
ing ... a voice, a desperate voice, let out a terrible shrick of
shock....

And suddenly, from the middle of the pool, from the stillness and
the mistiness—up loomed the beggar’s head, old and disheveled, with
tousled hair, and melancholy, and just as it once appeared to his fa-
ther the king. And silent and face to face with the prince, and more
silent and eye to eye with the boy, the beggar made wordless signs
and signals, meaning the pool and what was within:

“Come in, prince, come here, come into this place .. .”

The prince let out a terrible cry, and started back and turned
around to flee this place and make his escape. But he couldn’t move,
his knces buckled, his strength dwindled, he had no power or po-
tency, and so he flung himself back from the water, and half-dead
and struck down he sprawled among the blades of grass.

From afar, the tutor heard the prince’s voice and his despair, and
he realized he was gone and had gone astray. He looked high and
low and got lost and was terrified at being lost, and in his great ter-
ror and bewildered hurry, he began to cry out and to call for
help....

And once, and twice, and then over and over, he shouted—and no
one replied to his shouts, and no one was frightened by his shouts
of fright. And he went cven farther astray, and he looked all
around for help, but he saw no one coming to help.

But suddenly, from where he was, he saw from where the prince
had seen: a mist among the trees, and it was white and it rose from
the trees, and thick as though rising from a creck. And now he real-

ized and now he knew the reason for the prince’s cries. He rushed
and dashed blindly to the misfortune, and arrived, and upon his ar-
rival and looking around, he saw upon one of the banks of the

pool:
Dead, and like all the dead, with glassy eyes, with open and with

bulging eyes, the prince lay there as though already belonging to
the earth, not stirring and not moving a limb, and still and staring,
but not seeing . . ..

The tutor bent over the prince, and began to shake him and tried
to revive him and attempted to lift him, but he felt the prince’s
heaviness and his body’s sluggishness, its laxness, and its helplessness,
its pulling to the ground and its falling back. He hauled it up and
he heaved it up, and with all his strength and his final strength,
from the creek and the nightly stillness of the creek, he let out a fi-
nal shout:

“An accident has happened to the prince, the prince has been
struck dead, help, come here and help!”

And far away, in the garden and in the evening hush, they heard
him, and they told the king and all the servants in the palace, they
dashed through the park, from pool to pool, and helter-skelter, and
from pond to pond, and hugger-mugger, looking for the prince and
his tutor, and at last, when they came to the creek, where the
prince was lying and his tutor standing over him, they surrounded
them both and quictly stared at them both, and stood where they
were, a minute or two, astounded and stony ....

And then they leaned over and looked at the prince, and picked
him up and carried him into the garden, and then into the palace.
And then, in the capital, and then outside the capital, to all the
physicians, to all the the greatest and most famous doctors, they an-
nounced:

“Let them all come and let them hurry. The king’s son has had an
accident. No one knows what and no one knows how. But the
prince is dead, and the prince has shown no sign of life. . ..”

And promptly, that very evening, the doctors came together, and
they surrounded the prince and his bed, and they examined him and
inspected him. And tried to arouse him and tried to revive him, and
made every effort and every attempt with all the means at their dis-
posal, and rubbed him and rubbed and gave him drops and things to
smell.

And at last they had some success. The prince stirred, and his
eyes cleared and he seemed to be coming to his senses, but then he
saw the people standing around him, and he was even more terri-
fied, and after his shock he closed his eyes, and, burying his face in
the pillow, as though afraid of something, and trembling all over, in
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every limb, he kept stammering and stuttering, and his lips kept re-
peating the same words over and over:
“The beggar, the old beggar . . .

gar....”
The prince lay all night, raving and ranting, and writhing about,

and terrified and with words of fright, and shudders ran over his
entire body. And then he was quiet and confused, and the doctors
never left him for an instant, and held watch over him all through

the beggar, the water-beg-

the night.
And at last, when the night was going, and day was dawning in

the prince’s room, and the king came to the doctors at the end of
night, and besought them with wordless cyes. And the doctors
looked at one another, and they understood one another’s eyes, and
then for all of them the eldest addressed the king who was waiting
for his words of comfort and his answer of hope:

“The prince has had a dreadful shock, and he has lost his senses
and his power of speech, and the physicians have done whatever
they could, and the rest is not in the hands of doctors.”

And then the eldest doctor listed all the remedies and what was
needed, and what to do with them, and how to usc them. He ex-
plained it all and reckoned it all. And on that day and in that dawn,
the doctors took leave of the king and wished him well and tried to
calm him, as doctors do, and then, upon leaving the prince and his
bed, they walked out of the palace and its garden, and went back to
the city, and returned to the capital.

And since that day and since that time, so much time has worn
away, and after that summer, a winter, and after the winter, an-
other summer, with the prince sill lying in his bed, and he still
hasn’t risen from his bed, and the shock has not worn away from
him, and his speech and senses have not come back, and the doctors
have stopped treating him, the doctors have given up on him, and
the king has no faith that his child will recover, and the king only
sits by his bed, sorrowing for his legacy and succession .. ..

And right after the accident with the prince, the king gave an
order, an angry command:

No beggar and no vagabond ... not from his realm and not from
another . .. and not in the capital and not in its suburbs, as of then
and forever more—was ever to Cross the threshold of the city gate,
not a single one, and no beggar should ever be found here! ...

9.

“And that’s the story, and that's why you can’t come in.”

And the town guard finished his tale and motioned to Bovve to
keep on going, away from the city, to leave and get on his way.

«And outside the city?” Bovve asked the guard.

«That's allowed,” replied the guard. “That’s perfectly legal, but
keep your distance from the gate.” And the guard motioned again,
into the distance. “That far. That's legal. That’s where a beggar can
spend the night. That far, at that distance, the king’s edict does not
apply.”

So Bovve obeyed the sentry, and went to where his hand had
motioned, and he found a level and grassy place, overgrown with
green, and from where he could see the city. It was evening and
late already, and the sun had set behind the city, and the buildings
and their rooftops were shrouded in the darkness.

Bovve lay down in that place, with his beggar’s bag under his
head, and he stretched out upon the earth, and quiet and lying
there, he raised his eyes to the evening sky, and even more quiet,
and weary from his wandering, he waited there for the very first
star to come out in the heavens over his head.

And then the first star came out, the one that Bovve had been
waiting for, and he gazed up at it from his lying on the earth, and
his gazes reached it, and they reached its pallor and its loftiness, its
skyliness and its twinkliness. And thus, staring up and fixing his
gazes upon the star, he finally closed his eyes for sleep and closed
his eyelids in weariness, and drowsed away and drifted into sleep.
And he finally fell into a deep slumber.

And that night Bovve had a dream:

Softly and unexpectedly, his friend the stargazer and the old man,
who had brought him up, appeared to him, and they were holding
hands, coming to him along some road. Stillness and two old men,
two bizarre old men, holding hands, emerging before his eyes.
They came and told him not to go on. They Jlooked at him, and
then, first the old man and then the stargazer, they spoke to him.

“Bovve,” said the old man, “are you already forgetting my
blessing?”

“Your blessing?”
«y ou shall stand before kings, and you shall comfort kings.”
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“I haven’t forgotten,” Bovve replied.

“Why did you turn away from the king, the king who nceds
your comfort now, when his royal heir has fallen ill, and all the
doctors have given him up for lost, and even his father has lost all
faith in his recovery?”

“How could I help?”

“How?"” the stargazer turned to Bovve, interrupting the old man.
“Have you already forgotten my present? Didn’t I tell you to use it
when you had to? Didn’t I bless it with a healing force? Doesn’t it
have the power to cure?”

“T'hen what should I do with your gift?”

“Take it and ask to see the king.”

“And how should T use it?”

“This is how.” And the stargazer held in his hand the star-stone
that he had given Bovve to take on his journey. And he held it up,
and showed it first to the old man and then to Bovve, and thus he
held it for a while, and then a nursery appeared to Bovve’s eyes, a
nursery in a royal palace, and it was still and hung with drapes, and
a glow came in through the windows, a quiet evening-glow, as if
for a quict patient. It was evening now indeed, and a bed appeared
by a wall, with bedding white and clean and tidy, and on the bed,
lay, covered with a blanket, a young boy, tender and frail, a prince,
with open eyes staring into the room, bulging and big and senseless.
And the boy lay there, and his father sat on a chair by the head of
the bed, gazing at the child and never shifting his eyes, and he sat
there sadly and pondering, and lost in grief and kingly despair.

And as the king sat there in stillness, the stargazer took the stone
in his hands and approached the foot of the bed and stood before
the prince’s open eyes and put the star-stoine before his motionless
stare and held it for a spell.

And the prince stared on and on at the stone, as before, and never
stirred, as though unaffected by the stone and unaware of it, and as
though it weren’t before his very eyes, and as though there were
nothing before his eyes—and all at once, in the midst of his senseless
staring, his cyes began to clear and become sane and sensible again
and notice everything around him and see everything that was hap-
pening. And all at once he caught sight of the star-stone. And over-
joved, he reached out for it, and raised his arms and half his body
from the bed, and raised himself and went for the stone, and from

his lips, which had long been silent, there came a voice, a shout, a
voice—a shout of joy:

“Father! King! ..."”

And the king bolted up from his chair and his grief, and the king
sprang up from his sitting when he saw the prince in his sudden
surge, and he dashed to him as though to help, and a shout burst
forth from his lips too, and joy and help from his throat:

“My son!”

And Bovve, too, was overjoyed, and Bovve wanted to dash to the
stargazer and thank him, and he surged and he rose, and he—opened
his eyes...and.... He found himself in the morning, on the field,
and far from the city gate, and lying down.

And the night was gone, and the field lay in broad daylight.
So Bovve stood up from his resting place and picked up his bag
from the earth, and in it he felt the “star-stone,” the stargazer’s gift,
and he recalled the dream he had had, the nighttime vision, and he
grasped its meaning, and he turned back to the gate, from which he
had walked so far that night, and he found the sentry in his place.
He went over to him and right up to him, and, arriving, he said to
him:

“Pass the word, sentry, that a beggar wishes to see the king.”

“The king won’t allow it.”

“Tell him that I have help for him.”

“For whom?”

“For the prince in his illness.”

“And what if you're fooling?”

“I'll wager myself and my life, and let them do what they always
do in such cases.”

“Death?”

“So be it.”

And the sentry looked at Bovve and his seriousness, and the way
he stood there self-assured and gazed at the sentry and took on such
a responsibility with such self-assurance. And the sentry regarded
him for a while, and thought about it for a minute or two, and after
briefly pondering, he turned and strode up to the gate, and he
knocked on it, and after knocking and knocking, he told the officer
on the other side what had happened on his side:

“And a beggar came here last night, and he slept in the field, and
wasn’t permitted to enter the city, and now he’s back, and he asks if
he might see the king.”
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“What does he want?” a voice rang out on the other side.

“He knows about the king's misfortune, and he says he has help
for him.”

“And what if he deceives the I(il{g?'

“He knows what he'll get.”

“Open!”

The sentry opened the gate for Bovve, and Bovve was admitted
into the city. He stepped across the threshold of the gate and
presented himself to the officer, who was standing on the other side.
And Bovve waited, and the officer relayed the matter to his su-
perior, and he to his, and so on and so forth, from rank to rank, and
at last, a few hours later, the matter was taken to the king, and the
king commanded that Bovve be brought before him.

A courier hurried to the city gate and to Bovve who had been
waiting so long, and they took him to the royal palace and brought
him in and presented him to the king. Now the king gazed upon
him gravely, and looked him over from hecad to toe, and having
eyved him, he turned to his servants and told them to lead Bovve to
the prince’s room and to his bed and his lying there.

So they led him there, and the king came after his servants and
Bovve to see and to witness what Bovve would do. And all of them
came to the prince, and he, as always and ever since the shock had
felled him, lay on his bed, dazed and deranged, and it was very still
in the room, as for someone ailing, dangerously ill, and everyone
silent and walking on tiptoe. A stillness and darkness prevailed, with
windows draped by day and the curtains drawn, heavy and letting
nothing through. And the prince lay there in the stillness and
darkness, and his cycs stared and stared unsceingly.

Bovve walked over to the foot of the bed and stood opposite the
prince, and then he took down the bag from his shoulder, and un-
tied it, and drew out the star-stone, and then—taking the stone in his
hand, he held it up before the prince’s eyes and placed it before the
prince’s eves. . . .

And then in the prince’s room by day, it all happened—what
Bovve had seen at night in his dream while asleep.

And this is what happened:

Bovve held the star-stonc up for only a few minutes, and the
prince stared at it for only a few minutes, as though not noticing
it—then the others noticed how brightly the star-stone lit up in
Bovve's hand, and a glow came forth, starlike and unwonted,

»

streaming and bluish white, and turning the dgrkness of the room
even darker, and the stillness of the room even stiller. . '

The others in the room behaved as one behaves during a miracle.
And a hush prevailed in the room, as during a great e’vcnt, and only
the glow, the wondrous glow, shone upon the prince’s face. He lay
there for a few minutes in brightness and illumination, and after his
lying there in silence, his eyes began to clear, and sense and senses
and comprehension seemed to come back to them.h And he began to
look all around, as though trying to seek and trying to.ﬁnd some-
one among the servants and those assembled at his bedside. And as
he hunted, his eyes alighted upon the king. And all at Ol}CC——hC
raised himself, and a voice, a shout of joy, tore out from his lips and
into the room and into_the hush:

"“Father! My father!”_. '

My child!™ And the king dashed from where he was standing,
and he made for the prince, who was rising from his bed. “My
child, my treasure!” And the king clutched him and hugged him
and kissed him and held him, and couldn’t stop kissing him . ... o

And the king held tight to his prince for a spell, 'fmd they didn’t
let go, and they hugged and they kissed, and they le.SCd again, and
clutched again, and at last, when the king and the prince hafi come
back to their senses, from their joy and their delight, the king left
the prince and walked over to Bovve, and with one hand on his
hand and one hand on his shoulder, he hastily took him and said to
him: -

“Thank you, beggar, for your comfort and for your miracle, for
the great wonder you worked, and may God bless you, as you
deserve to be blessed, and may God comfort you as you comforted

”

me.

And the king held Bovve’s head and his shoulder to his own
breast, long and still, and with gratitude and hearty tears, he kissed
his head:

“Thank you, beggar!”

And the king turned away and he told his servants:

“Tell the courtiers and the lords who are close to the king, and
tell the entire city, and let everyone know, and let everyone hcar‘:
The prince is a prince again, the son of the king has regained his
health and his life, and all who are loyal to the king and all .who
love the king shall come and rejoice with him, and whoever wishes

&
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and whoever wants to, he shall give presents to the healer, and he
shall present gifts to'the beggar.”

And so the servants went away, and spread the news throughout
the city, and soon the people gathered in the crooked streets, and
the courtiers came to the court, and intimates came to the palace,
and all the rest, the large population, and the king’s people assem-
bled before the palace and below the windows.

And the prince was taken from his bed and put on his feet, and
barely managed to stand and walk, and his knees buckled, and he
stood there and he faintly smiled and he still looked ill. But his ser-
vants, nevertheless, dressed him in his weakness and put his clothes
on him and held him as they dressed him, and then, when he stood
there, dressed and ready, the king motioned to him, first to him, and
then to Bovve, to follow behind him, the king. So they followed
him, and Bovve walked by himsclf, and the prince was supported
on cither side, and thus, with the king leading the way, and the
prince and Bovve following his lead, they strode from the prince’s
room to another room, and then to a third, and from there out onto
a balcony, and they stood before the populace and showed them-
selves to the assembled people.

And the populace welcomed them with a shout and a roar and a
huge and loving enthusiasm, and having shouted, and shouting again
and again, and huzzahing and hurrahing and waving their hands and
surging up, and flailing their arms, and waving their hats and their
caps, the people reached a wild exultation, and to their beloved king
and prince on the balcony, and on and on, they shouted and
cheered, and didn’t stop yelling.

The king thanked his people and bowed to them in gratitude, and
Bovve and the prince at his side, they also bowed in contentment
and delight and smiled at the people, and the people cheered them
once again and deafened them with their shouts and joy, and thus
their velling and cheering escorted them into the palace and even
after they turned and entered, and for a long time through the
palace.

And the king commanded that a feast be prepared. And the ser-
vants did his bidding, and the king took his place, with the prince
to his right and Bovve to his left, and then all the lords and the
friecnds of the king rook their seats, and the servants served and
passed the food, and the diners dined and enjoyed themselves, and
they drank and felt good cheer as they drank, and then, when all

had caroused and feasted, the king made a sign to the company and
the crowd at the table began presenting the gifts they had brought
and giving the presents they had prepared.

The lords and the intimates brought gold and jewels: the closest
servants to the king took the loveliest things they had upon them,
and took them off, the golden rings and chains and thimbles and
earrings set with gems, and it was all placed before Bovve. And the
king for his part put down his present, and it was the loveliest and
the rarest and most precious of his secret treasures, and it surpassed
everything clse and its value mesmerized all eyes, its preciousncss
and ancientness, like nothing that’s ever seen nowadays.

And everything collected in front of Bovve, and the prince for
his part took what he had, and all the gifts he had gathered
throughout his youth, and he brought them over. And it was a
mountain of wondrous things, and unwonted things, and matchless
things; and all these things were piled up for Bovve.

Then all the doors of the palace opened, on all sides, and to all
rooms, and the people, the populace, also brought presents, some of
them big and some of them little, but all of them loving and well-
wishing. And the people came in and the people went out, and the
doors never closed in the palace. And an hour passed, and another
hour, and half a day, and then it was dusk, and late in the evening,
and the gifts kept growing, and the table in front of Bovve grew
higher and higher with presents. And in the evening, when the
crowd was gone, and it was getting late, and only the king and his
closest friends were still at the table and at the feast, the door flew
open all at once and for one last time, and in the stillness after the
turmoil of day, there appeared an old woman, shrunken and bowed
with age, and she entered the palace and entered the hall, and
trudged to the table, where Bovve and the last few diners were
left, and she trudged up to Bovve and halted before him, and stared
at him for a spell, and, having stared, she said to him:

“I'm a fortuneteller, I'm old and practiced and I've come to you
to give you a gift, but first I want to tell your fortune.”

And the crone took hold of Bovve’s hand, and peered at it and
examined his palm, in the hush of the hall and the quiet company,
and she looked at the intertwining lines and the furrows in his palm,
and one line, and then the next, and her aging eyes moved from one
to another, and then, after peering and pondering, she raised her
head and she fixed her eyes upon his eyes, and gazing at him,
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quietly, and long, and divining, she said to him and then to all who
were there:

“No beggar, no vagabond by birth, but a prince and perhaps a
king. Yet misfortune struck you, prince, and your life, and some-
thing happened to you and your love, something, but T don’t know
what, something, but it's not clear to me. But there’s one thing I do
know, there’s one thing I'm sure of —a misfortune . . .."

And there the fortuneteller stopped for a while, and kept still,
and gazed at Bovve, and soon, and after staring a while, she added:

“And vour misfortune, prince, is great, and your misfortune,
prince, \\"ill come to an end, but before it ends you will havc.m
render three kings happy, and—you’ve already made the first king

happy . ... And when you first went out, you received a gift to
help you in a time of trouble. And for the second lap of your jour-
ney, I'll give you an even better present. .. o

And the fortuneteller reached into her hollow and shrunken
bosom and she took!a tiny mirrorj old and cheap and tawdry and
common, and she pulled it out and gave it to Bovve, and then, cast-
ing a glance at the gift-heaped table, she added:

“And all these things are superfluous, prince, all you've bcc.n
given and offered will just be a load while you wander, so lecave it
here and wander without it. But take the mirror along . . . . And

there's a power and a virtue in the mirror, you must know, what-
ver vou wish to sce you can see reflected

ever you wish and whomre t
ou desire, and you can perceive

here, and any time and whenever y
what vour beloved is doing far away, and what will happen to you
.. And so, prince, farewell, and may your wanderings

some day .. .
id and my mirror will

be happy, and my mirror will come to your a
stand you in good stead .. .."

:\nn'i the fortuneteller took leave of Bovve, and of the people
gathered there, and bowed and curtsied in homage, and quietly re-
turned to where she had come from, through the door, which she
closed behind her.

Bovve got up from where he was sitting and turned to the king,
and he bowed to the king and he thanked him for his hospitality
and his kindheartedness, and for the gifts and for the presents all,
and gently peering about for his bag, he said to the king:

“[ thank you, Your Majesty, for the day and for the rejoicing
this day, and for letting me spend the day under your roof, and for

your royal satisfaction. And now, I have to say farewell, and now I
have to get underway.”

The king tried to talk him into staying a while, but Bovve
bf:gged off and turned down his request, and he looked about for
his beggar’s bag, and he found it, and he put the mirror inside. And
then he took his leave of all, first the king, and then the prince, and
then all the courtiers and intimates who had remained. And then he
slung his bag over his shoulder and took his staff in hand, and then
he bowed to all, and quietly, and striding toward the door, he
opened it to leave the palace.

“What about the presents?” the king recalled and asked Bovve.

“For others, Your Majesty, for the needy.”

“Farewell.”

“Farewell to you, Your Majesty.”

And Bovve went on his way.

10.

Bovve left that land and crossed the border into another land.
And Bovve went from village to village, and from place to place,
but mostly he wandered through the fields and stayed out under the
open sky. And he sometimes spent his days and also his nights un-
der the heavens, for the land was huge and full of empty fields, and
f'rom one village to the next the distance was great and the émp-
tiness huge. And he wandered through the country wastes.

And time stretched by, and on and on—and Bovve was far away
from his home, and Bovve had wandered far _from his loved ones
and could only faintly imagine them; and he couldn’t evoke the
way they looked, and he couldn’t recall their faces and shapes. But
whenever he craved to see them, he would come to a halt and sit
down on the ground in the midst of the fields, and untie his bag and
take out the mirror that the fortuneteller had given him, and he
would peer into it, and sometimes he'd see one and sometimes an-
other one of his loved ones in the royal palace: Sometimes the star-
gazer and sometimes the king, and very, very seldom, also her, the
princess, his beloved.

And Bovve would meet her in the mirror and in the reflection—
just as he’d left her when leaving the palace, upon her bed in her
ter.rible condition, stretched out and straight, petrified, deathly, and
fixing her eyes straight in the air: and thus she lay, and when Bovve
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saw her, she kept her eyes on him all the while. He would look at
her, sometimes for a minute and sometimes more—but he never
spent too much time with the mirror, and always and after looking
a bit, he would put it back into the bag and turn it over.

And Bovve felt, and his heart always assured him, after he saw
her when he peered in the mirror:

“The princess looks ill and helpless, and abandoned and beyond
all possible remedies, and nothing can help her, and no remedy can
case her condition, but there’s one thing left, and there’s one thing
possible .. [lovey...”

And thus, Bovve, lving in the ficld and on the ground and think-
ing about the princess and his love for her, pondered and pictured
her as a lover, with his coming to her and her mecting him, and her
throwing her arms around him and falling upon his breast, and her
cyes blazing with feeling for him, and her body filled with devotion
for him, and great gratitude and unwonted loyalty, and ready to be
with him and be true to him with all she had. And with these
concatenations of thoughts, he would bolt up from the ground, and
wake up from his musing and lying there, and picking up the bag
from the earth, he would get underway across the big ficlds and
never come to any real settlement.

And he trudged and trudged, and on for a while, and on for a
spell, and kept wandering through the land, and through its empty
ficlds, and he never spent the night where he spent the day, and he
roamed and ranged between the hamlets, all of them scattered and
far apart, and nothing happened to Bovve cver, and nothing oc-
curred on the way. And after a space and after a time of meeting no
one, he finally, stopping in a ficld, took out the mirror from the bag
again and looked at it and questioned it:

“Mirror, mirror, where am I going, and what will happen to me
in the near future?”

IFor a while the mirror looked normal, and Bovve peered, but saw
nothing. But soon, when he had stared for a while, its appearance
changed, its glossy smoothness—and something like smoke and

clouds wafted across, and it darkened and withdrew, and it kept to
its nonreflecting for a while, and then when it had darkened over
fully, it finally showed a dusty path, a long road across the length

of the mirror, straight and running to the horizon—and far, far, and
only faintly visible, something appeared on the skyline, and low,

something like a tower, and lofty, and on top of the. tower, and
upon its peak, a flag was waving, and flagging and fluttering. ‘

And Bovve’s eyes alighted on the tower, and Bovve was wise
enough to see and grasp what the mirror meant and guess the mir-
ror’s reply to his question:

A capital was near, and his road led there, and tbat was where he
had to go, and all that would have to happen to him would happen
there.

And the mirror’s appearance changed back to normal, and the
cloudiness lifted, and the mirror looked as it usually 190ked, an.d
Bovve put it back into his bag, and Bovve started out again, and this
time on his certain road. ;

And Bovve kept walking and never paused anywhere, and Bovve
hurried and he halted in no village. He trudged all day and trod all
night, and only rarely halted in a hamlet, and only for food and
when he had to stock up. And having his food and all he needed, he
kept away from the other hamlets along the way and never paused
in any of them, and passed through them all, and some of them he
avoided altogether and walked around them instead of through
them, and kept rushing and hurrying, as though heading for a cer-
tain place, a specific place. And then one morning, one country

day, Bovve arrived at the capital, at the city with the tower. J

In the distance he saw a high-built tower, a spiraling and ancient
tower with smooth walls and a slanting roof, and a brick molding
around the roof, and even spaces between the bricks; and on top of
the roof a stick was stuck, smooth and lofty, and a flag was waving
from the tip, and fluttering thus for travelers from afar and wan-
derers afoot, it showed, at an enormous distance, the capital city and
its crowning.

And Bovve came to the capital, and he met_no_guards at the
gates, and the gates were standing ajar, and no one guarded the en-
trance or his entrance. Bovve was astounded, he couldn’t under-
stand the guards, and he wondered about their negligence and their
unwatchfulness, for he wasn’t used to finding a royal city un-
guarded thus; but he did find it thus, and he saw no one to talk to
about it, so he didn’t ask, and he stepped across the threshold and
through the gates, and thus, and undisturbed and not stopped by
anyone, he came into the capital and into its streets.

And that was in the morning: the sun had just arisen from under
the sky, and it shone on the city and on the buildings, and the first

C‘{'
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inhabitants were up and about, the carly risers, the early birds, lor
workers going to work, and along the sides of the streets, and eac
was busy with his walking and going. And thus they went, an
none of them even noticed Bovve. And Bovve stared at the stree
and the houses, and he gazed at the courtyards and buildings, an
he saw: On every building and every porch, and in front of a
yards and all doors, a flag was hanging, black and mournful, a sig
of grief in front of all houses, and Bovve wondered in surprisc
What is this, and what does it mean, what can it be and what coul
have happened in the city?

And in his surprise he wanted to ask somcone, but there was n
one at hand, so he halted and waited: Perhaps somebody woul
hurry this way, perhaps somebody would come along, and that pe;
son would explain. But no one hurried his way, and no one can
along, and he stood there and stood there, and stared at the city, i
streets and its early-morning appearance, and the courtyards an
the emptiness and desertedness. And every so often in the cour
yards, the doors opened up, and there were more and more peop
waking up, and the doors were letting them out, from houses int
yards, and from yards into strects—and the city came more an
more to its dailiness and its dayfulness. And people were alread
coming along toward Bovve, and he turned to one of them, the fir
and the nearest, and stopped him and asked him:

Could he be so kind as to explain: What were those flags, an
what was the grief in the city?

And the passer-by looked at Bovve and his appearance, observe
him and scrutinized him from top to toe, and having inspected his
and convinced himself of his unimportance, he retorted tersely:

The king was in grief, and this was the capital, and the capit
was expressing its sympathy by hanging flags on its streets an
houses.

And why the grief?

No time to explain, and would he be so kind as to ask someor
elsc.

And the passer-by went on by and hurried away, and left Bovy
alone and in his earlier ignorance. So he asked another passer-b:
but he didn’t find out any more. And he asked a third—and tl
same thing again; for Bovve had forgotten all about cities and the
ways, and their great needs, and that the people arc busy in tl
morning and all of them are hurrying to their work.

And so Bovve walked on, from one street to the next, and from
the back streets to the grand avenues, and things were the same
there, and the city was clad in black, and black flags were hanging
on the houses and on the front doors. Bovve saw the flags, and he
tried to stop the passers-by, and he received the same answer here:
And the people were busy in the city, and everyone had to rush in
the morning.

He hung around there for a long time, and at last he left, and
then at last, after roaming for a long time, past noon, and when the
sun was perched on the head of the city, he came to a street, a quiet
street, off to the side, an old street, where poor and common peo-
ple lived—and it was empty and deserted, and then he came to a
courtyard, old and with a ramshackle fence, and completely vacant,
no hide nor hair of man or beast. But soon a dog began to bark,
and then an old man, no longer able to work and not going to
work, appeared at the threshold of the entrance, appeared and
asked Bovve what he wanted, and, at the threshold, what he was
after.

Bovve replied to his question, saying he was a wanderer and a
beggar, asking for a place to rest and spend the night, for he had
been away so long from human settlements, and hadn’t rested so
long under a roof. The old man asked him in through the gate and
into the house, and Bovve stepped in. The old man showed him a
place to put down his bag and a place to be seated. And Bovve
didn’t wait to be asked a second time. He put down his bag in the
place he’d been shown and sat down on a bedstead he’d been
shown. And sitting, he looked around at the room, at the lowly
house, the poor house in which the old man lived alone, the house
which was left untended and to which no housewife’s hands attend-
ed.

Now the old man gave him some food, something to eat—and
Bovve didn’t turn it down. The old man put something on the
table, and Bovve sat down and ate what was there. And he talked to
him while eating, the old man talked, and asked him about his
roaming and roving, and how a wanderer lives along the way, and
about the things he saw and did. And Bovve replied, and told him
things, and spoke for a long time, about the things he saw and did,
in this country and in other countries. And the conversation was
friendly and restful, and he passed from topic to topic, and subject
to matter, and at last, having told him everything, and clarified ev-
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erything that was unclear, he asked hinz, the old man, a question,
thus: ' '

“And what's happening in the city, old man, and what is the grief
in the city?”

“It’s a kingly grief,” the old man answered.

“And what is it about, and what happened in the kingdom?”

“Something happened to our king.”

“And could you tell me?”

He could, it was possible, the old man agreed.

And the old man began to tell the talc:

1.
The Old Man’s Story

Our king, for a long time, after his marriage with the queen, (.hdl.]’t
have any children. This caused him great sorrow and made his llf.e
empty, and he renounced all the pleasures of the world, and left his
kingdom and his throne derelict: let come what may, let happc:\
what will, for the matter wasn’t his concern, the kingdom wasn't
his business, and its affairs didn’t interest him. .

Thus the king; and even more so the queen. The queen 15()l?tecl
herself in her chambers with her body maid, and she remained
locked up in her apartments, and never appcnrcd' in court among
the courtiers, never on holidays and never on ordinary days, never
for celebrations and never for state banquets, for courtly events.
She kept to herself and lived like th.nt, and never appea’rcd in
brightness and light, and merely sat in her room, and snlanly,
and sitting there, she brooded and mulled, and spent her time
with her grieving and her childlessness. ‘

And thus she sat there, on and on, but at times a rumor spread to
the royal court: and thus, and thus, and it was said that there .\VﬁS
talk tHroughout the land that a wonder worker had gppearcd in a
place, and he had been performing miracles, and bringing peﬁple
back from the dead, and making sick people hcnlthy, and giving
children to the childless. The queen would hear this, and all h-er
body and all her senses would tense, and her eyes would grow big,
and her ears would strain, and she was fully prepared to hear about
anything and about the wonder worker. She would ask and ask

about the wonder worker, and his town and where he was, and
where he lived, and in what land, and then, and finding out every-
thing, she would send her servant to the king, and invite the king to
visit her, and softly and sternly like a queen, she would order the
king:

“King, that wonder worker, bring him to me.”

The king would follow her command, he would promptly send a
man to where the wonder worker lived, a horseman, the best of his
riders, and give him a letter with his seal—and with no explanation
of any sort, and as fast as possible, tell him to bring the wonderman
to court. And he would ride away, the horseman, and gallop along
at lightning speed, and with documents from the king, so that no
one would stop him along the way, and with other documents, so
that all the subjects of the king would help him along the way. And
they helped him, and as quickly as ever possible, he dashed to that
place, and he came to the wonder worker, and to his town, to the

place where he lived, and to his home, and when he came, he would
knock at the door:

“A messenger from the king!”

And the wonder worker would come out of his home, and the
messenger would give him the letter from the king, and the man
would not answer anything, he would merely prepare to get under-
way, and right away and without a word he would ride with the
horseman off to the capital.

And after the road and after the ride, they would welcome the
wonder worker and lead him to the queen and her chambers, and
bring him and present him to the queen, and she would receive the
wonderman with great honor, the way you receive a wonderman,
and thus, and welcoming him, and holding him in great honor, she
would take him into her private chamber, and show him a seat and
ask him to be seated, and he would sit down, and the queen would
stand before him, and thus and standing several minutes in front of
his chair and his honor, she would softly pour out her heart and her

trouble and her sorrow.

And she would talk and talk, the queen, and total up all the
nostrums and potions she had gotten from physicians, and things
that had not come from physicians, and what old crones had coun-
seled her, and what she had done with the elixirs, and how she had
used them and how they all hadn’t helped at all, and how she re-
mained without any help, and—could he (and she hoped he could),
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and was it possible (and she hoped it was possible for the wonder
worker), could he possibly see her misery and sorrow, and might
he be her good messenger, and she would give him anything: the
crown and the kingdom, and anything his lips uttered.

He would listen to all she said, and look at her heartache and
sorrow, and he would feel great pity, and he would promise her—
and everything he could, he would do, and assure her—and every-
thing in his power. Then he would go about his work, and give her
various potions of various herbs, and instruct her when to drink,
and teach her spells to recite while drinking the potions. And for a
while she would rely on his remedies, and everything he had taught
her she would carry out, and everything he told her to do she
would do. And then she would show her gratitude for his instruc-
tion, and after her gratitude she would keep him at court for a time,
and then, for the future, when he had taught her to do without
him, he would take his leave of the quecen, and then to his home,
and back to his house, he would go.

And the wonder worker would ride away, and the queen would
remain alone, and for a while she would be certain of his remedies
and would take them, and exactly as he had taught her, and once,
and once again, and yet another time, and over and over, and then,
when they, too, hadn’t helped, she would put them aside and give
up on them, and settle back into her despair, and retreat once more
into her chambers, and again, as before the wonder worker, she
would not appear in the radiant shine and in the radiant world.

And thus a while, and thus a time, and the queen grew older,
and she was changed beyond belief, and the king himself was
greatly altered, and he looked unkempt and ill-kept. And the lords
and the courticrs saw all these things, and they felt great pity for
the royal couple, and felt sorrow for them, and wanted to help
them for all the world. But there was nothing in the world they
could do, and they asked one another and took counsel together:
Perhaps they could hit upon something for them?

And they pondered, and they looked for different devices, and all
of them asked their friends for remedies. But no one in this country
knew, and so they sent to other countrics, and inquired of great
men and wise men; and these men sent them back various counsels
and all kinds of advice. And the king and the queen listened to
them all, and obediently did what they were told to do, and thus,
following and never arguing, they took all the remedies and all the

elixirs, and they remained as they were before, with their earlier

unfruitfulness .. . ..
And one day, in an ordinary morning, something happened in the

queen’s chamber:

“"The queen had only just awoken from sleep, and hadn’t yet left

her bedchamber and hadn’t yet been dressed by her body servant,
and wasn’t prepared for going out, when all once there was a knock
at the door, and a servant-girl, from the court, from the king, an-
nounced herself and asked to be admitted.

“What do you want?” asked the queen’s servant.

“To see the queen,” said the other one, standing on the other
side.

“Why?”

“It’s very important, really.”

“Open!” said the queen to her body servant.

The servant left the queen in the midst of dressing her and before
she was done, and she strode over to the door and opened it, and
then, opening it, she admitted the servant who had asked to be ad-
mitted.

“What is it?”

“Not me, but the woman, the old one.”

“Who?”

“The royal midwife, who tended the king’s mother at every
childbirth, and who attended the king’s birth and the births of all
the princes.”

“And what did she want?”

“She wants to see you, Your Majesty.”

“Let her in.”

And the servant-girl left the queen’s chamber, and the queen’s
servant meanwhile started to finish dresing her mistress, so that the
queen was ready, and she left her bedroom and stepped into the
next chamber, and at this time, the woman, the old one, led by the
court servants, was brought into the same chamber. And she
presented herself, shrunken and shriveled, and clean and neat, and
dressed like a grandmother, she trudged over to the queen and
bowed before her, and having bowed, she said to the queen:

“Your Majesty, my precious gem, I have seen your sorrow and
known of your misery, and your desire, your strong yearning, your
great wish to be a mother, and I have watched you for a while, and
known about all that you did and tried, and all the things that
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didn’t work. And I, too, wanted to help you, with all my heart and
with all my devotion to the court, but there was no way that 1
could help you, and so I never appeared before you, and never
came before you. But I couldn’t rest, and all the time I kept inquir-
ing of the old and the elders in our land and also in other lands, and
I sent to all the practiced midwives, and asked them all for help for
vou. So they sent me various remedies, and T inspected them and
tried them out on other women, but they didn’t help anyone, and
they didn’t make any woman fertile. And so I didn’t bring them to
you, and I held them to be useless, and T kept from appearing be-
fore you and coming before you. . ..

“But I still didn’t rest, and I pondered and probed, and I cudgeled
my brain and didn’t stop thinking, and then I recalled: There was
onc thing left, one last and untried remedy, and in an ultimate case,
onc uses the ultimate—and that is: Magic . . ..

“And so I went out into the fields—in a dewy dawn, a summer
morning, and before the sun had even risen, and while the night
was still resting on the vastness of the fields. And I came to the
middle of the meadow, among the grasses and herbs, and I trod
among them, and pecped and peered at them as I trod, and 1 looked
for the magic herb. But I couldn’t recognize it, and 1 couldn’t dis-
tinguish it among all the others. And then I began reciting the spell,
the one my mother once had taught me to whisper over herbs, and
just as I had learned it in my youth . ... And thus speaking, and
thus walking among the herbs in the field, T at last noticed one, a
different one, and it loomed up before my cves, so different from
all the others, and it showed up before my eyes, and as though it
were saying: ‘Take me!”

“So T bent over and tore it out, and I brought it home and dried
it out, and did what one does with a magic herb, I made a potion
out of it, and started coming to you with it, and had myself an-
nounced to you, and now, and I stand before you now, and the po-
tion is ready for you.”

And the old crone took out from under her robe, from under her
early-morning wrap: a vial, a tiny one, a greenish one, containing a
liquid, and then, showing it to the queen, to her cyes, she held it
and she added:

“And behold, Your Majesty, inside this is your remedy and this
will help you.... However... you must know: Magic remains
magic. Magic can summon to life, magic can perform a trick, but to

keep alive, and to live indeed—That is_not._in_the power _of
magic . ... And now, as you like, my precious.”

“I want to drink it!” cried the queen after several minutes of re-
flection and after coming to her thoughts from the old crone’s long
talking. “I want to drink it!” Let come what may! Let happen what
willl' A mother is a mother—even if to a piece of flesh!”

And the queen reached out her hand to the old crone’s hand and
to the vial, and took the vial and looked at it, and peered at it in
curiosity, and then, and asking about all the rest, and how to take
the remedy, she thanked the old midwife, and showing the old
crone out with thanks, and then after having shown her out, and
ever since that day, and after the old crone went away, the queen,
believing in that remedy, and devoting herself with all her devotion,
and with loyalty and with total yielding, she applied herself to the
matter.

And the queen did not reject magic, and she took the magic po-
tion, and the queen said the word, and agreed to everything: and in
a time, the remedy had its effect on the queen, and in a time, and in
a propitious hour, the queen became pregnant.

And quickly the secret news spread, first through the court and
among the courtiers, then outside the court and throughout the
capital, it was passed quietly from person to person and tongue to
tongue and ear to ear, and the secret wrapped and wrapped the
queen up, and all who met her stepped aside quietly and with quiet
gazes; and the queen kept apart and to herself, from everything and
everyone, and sat in her chambers all by herself, yet not as before,
in despair and desolation, but in unwonted tenderness and wistful-
ness, and pensively, and preparing herself for quiet motherhood.
And thus she sat in the morning and at midday and in the afternoon
and at twilight—in her chamber, which was quiet, and which no
noise and no voice reached from the court: thus she would sit be-
tween the impenetrable walls and at the heavily draped windows.
And sometimes, at twilight, during a sunset, the king would come
by, also quiet and also pensive, from the court, leaving the entire
court behind and leaving it behind the door; he would come in, and
the queen would receive him in silence, and he likewise, and
looking at her, didn’t speak or say a word—and thus, in silence, and
thus in wordlessness, they would sit through that time and through
the sunset, and then, and before retiring for the night, they would
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take leave of one another in silence, and having taken leave, they
would part for the night. . ..

Thus a month, and thus two months, and so on, and so forth for
a time, and the queen saw that her time was coming. And the king
would visit her from time to time, and the queen never spoke a
word with the king, and the queen never told a thing to the king,
about the herb, or where it came from, or about magic, or about
taking the magic upon her—she concealed it in silence, and the king
only knew about the old crone and her remedy, and that heaven
had taken pity on them, and that heaven had scen his sorrow and
the queen’s suffering. He was overjoyed, and every moment, and
cvery minute, he thanked heaven and Him Who dwells in heaven.
And thus, thanking, and thus, in his heart, praising Him Who
dwells above, he waited for the good day and for the longed-for
day, and looked forward to the happy hour and the fortunate hour
and the wished-for hour.

And the good day came, and the good hour, and the midwives
who had been ordered carlier were summoned to the queen, and
their helpers and the helpers of their helpers, and all the old women,
well-known and renowned in the courtly houschold. And the queen
felt her first pangs, and the midwives got to work, and they did
what they had to do, and they cased her pain as far as they could
ease it, but the pangs got stronger, the queen grew weak and worn
with suffering, with no strength, and with a belated first birth.

The doctors were worried and they saw the queen would be
having a difficult labor, and the king could see it on the doctors’
faces, and the king understood the difficult situation. So the king
turned to all the houses of worship, sending them both candles and
money, the candles to be lit for the saints and the money to be
doled out to the poor and needy. So the candles were lit and the
money doled out, and prayers were prayed in all the houses of
worship for the queen’s health and for her safe delivery, and all the
city and all the inhabitants of the city found out about the queen’s
labor, and they all gathered in clusters and crowds in front of the
court and in front of the palace, and all of them spoke in whispers,
and seized on any news that came every so often’ from the court
and from those coming from the court, about the queen and her
difficult labor. And they stood and whispered thus, and every so
often they lifted their eyes to the court: And perhaps someone
would come and bring some news, some happy tidings. But no one

did. And the people came out and came from the court, and their
faces were gloomy and worried—and silence as in a terrible danger,

and absorption as during a grave event and a bad occurrence, lay

on their faces. And they kept coming out from the court—some-
times a doctor, and sometimes a helper, and sometimes a servant,

and sometimes a messenger sent to go somewhere. ... They had to
run somewhere, after something, and the crowd would surround
them and ask them what was happening; but they wouldn’t halt and
they had no time to answer, and with their hands and eyes they
would give a sign, sometimes “bad” and sometimes “very,” and
thread their way out of the crowd and hurry off to where they had
to hurry and for what they had been sent for.

And thus the first day wore away, and the second day came, and
the situation became more serious, and the labor pains didn’t ease,
and the queen had no strength left, and she lay on her bed more
dead than alive, and the medicines didn’t help and the remedies
brought no relief, and there was no sign of a delivery, and not a
trace of a child to be born. The king kept sending servants into the
queen’s chambers to inquire and to bring him news, and the reply
was always the same—the same and what he already knew: the situ-
ation was bad, and the queen was doing very poorly, and the queen
had no strength left, and the labor would have to be hard. The king
would listen, and his face each time became sadder and sadder, and
the king would stay in the place where he heard the news, some-
times sitting and sometimes standing, and each time, after hearing
the news, the king couldn’t move from the place where he was—and
thus, and not moving, and thus remaining in that place, he would
keep silent and wait for a while, and then again, and then once
more, he would send for news.

And thus the second day, and thus the second night. And no one
at court could close an eye, and no one at court could possibly rest
ever since the labor began: and servants were on their feet, and the
midwives and nurses gave orders to the servants, and every so often
a doctor would think of something new. And he would consult
with the other physicians and then quickly order: “Have the ser-
vants go and bring thus and thus, have them hurry and bring this
and that.” And the servants ran and brought what the doctor com-
manded, and they used it as the doctor ordered, and obeyed him,
and this, too, didn’t help; and so for a while they remained without
remedies, and they stood there and did nothing, and no one could
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think of anything new or anything that had not been tried, and so
they stood there and stared at one another, and all at once, some-
one did think of something new and somecone else hit on something
else....

And the second night wore away, and the third day came, and
everyone was worn to the ground, and all the remedies had been
tried, and all that could be done had been done, and all the advice
had been followed to the letter, and all the midwives stood there
idle, and the doctors sent no servants for anything, and even
the king stopped sending for news, and in front of the palace, in
the palace square, the people were still crowded and clustered, and
talking about the queen and her hard labor. Whispering and glancing
toward the court, talking and lifting their eyes to the palace win-
dows. They stood there and softly conversed—and all that time, no
one came out of the court, and no head and no body appeared at
any window, and it was silent in the palace, and no noise and no
voice came from there, and everything was closed and draped, and
no one was let out to the crowd, and no news was released.

And the people stood there and patiently waited, and clusters
with clusters, and crowds with crowds—and the gathering became
stiller and stiller, and the eyes and the ears became more and more
curious and more and more cager; and they talked and listened to
one another, and every cluster had its man, and every cluster lis-
tened to its man. And thus they were busy and whispering, and
thus, murmuring and nearly forgetting about the palace—when all
at once, on the upper story of the palace, a door opened up, a door
that led to a balcony, a balcony where usually the king himself ap-
peared only at certain times, but now only a servant appeared, and
his face was slightly cheerful and slightly glad, and his eyes shone
and were joyful about something, but it was only the servant, and
his coming out all by himself, and his not hurrying when coming
out, did not attest to any joy, or at least not to a total joy. He ap-
peared, and came out through the door and on to the balcony and
over to the railing, and he bent over the railing, and thus, and bend-
ing over, and waiting until the entire gathering was gathered, he
addressed the crowd and called out and said:

“Hear ye, the palace announces: “The queen has survived her de-
livery and has born a child, but the child is stillborn, the child did
not come into the world alive.”

Having spoken, he turned away, and went back through the door
and back to where he had come from. )

And thus it was: The queen brought the child into the world
with her last strength, and after bearing the child, she lay uncon-
scious and close to death, and the doctors crowded around her, and
tried to revive her with all that is used in such cases, and they re-
vived her and brought her to her senses, and she opened her eyes
and looked around, and then, after opening her eyes, she addressed
those surrounding her and asked about the baby:

“The...baby...?" )

“The baby is with the midwives,” they replied. .

And the baby really was with the midwives, and it was passed
from hand to hand because the child was stillborn, ar}d the
midwives started to slap it and wake it and the first one 'fallcd, SO
she passed it on to the second, and a younger one handed it over to
an older one, and the older one tried to slap it and wake it, and at
times the baby moved a tiny limb, but then the movement was
quickly gone, and then at times it opened an eye, but then the eye
was quickly closed, and so they passed it from hand to hand, anfd
pricked it with pins and burnt it with candles, and every so often it
came awake and then it fell back into deathly sleep; and now th}e
midwives didn’t know what to do, and so they called the physi-
cians, and the physicians looked at it, and gravely, and inspected it
and examined it: And it was still like all stillborn babies, and yet it
wasn’t like other still babies—and they didn’t know, and they all
came to the same conclusion, that the child wasn’t alive, and they
all wanted to wash their hands of it: But the old crone, the midwife
who had given the queen the magic herb, stuck to her very own
opinion: .

“No, and no, the baby is alive, the baby has life inside itself, and
the doctors don’t know because the doctors have never had such

”

cases. ...
And the baby was put aside, and no one talked to the queen

about the child, and the queen understood by herself, and the king
himself, looking at the midwives and at the doctors, sense.d what
had happened. So they fell silent and did not speak, the king and
the queen, and the king merely came to the queen and stood at l?er
bedside, and gazed at her, and grieved over her and mourned with
her; and thus keeping silent and waiting in silence, and thus, and as
they stayed there and looked at one another and watched one an-
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other, the midwife, too, came to the queen, the old crone who had
given her the herb came over, and standing quietly before the king
and the queen, she addressed the king and she said to him:

“And I, Your Majesty, still insist: The child has life within itself,
and its little limbs do stir at times, and from time to time its hands
come awake, and the child is not to be given up for lost, and the
child is not doomed, and Your Majesty should not despair, and
Your Majesty should heed my advice.”

And the king listened to the midwife, and the queen believed
what she said, and the queen gave the midwife the power to do
what she felt she had to do. And the midwife turned to the king
again, and exclaimed to the king:

“Your Majesty, I will inform the city, that the city may pray for
you, and proclaim a state of mourning, and have the people hang
black flags on the gates and the doors, and let all sce the flags, and
whoever has any remedy for you, let him bring that remedy—and
hope for the best, and I shall go to the child.”

And the midwife turned away from the king, and the midwife
went off to the child, and she took care of it, and all by herself and
with no one’s help, for all the midwives had given up and all the
helpers could no longer help, and she took care of the baby with
what she knew and with the remedies she had from others and with
the remedies handed down to her, and she tended to the baby for a
long, long time; and the king did as she had told him to do, and
ordered a state of mourning in the city, and black flags to be hung
on all gates and doors; and the people obeyed, and the flags ap-
peared in front of all houses and buildings, and all the streets and all
the alleys were draped in black, and all the people and all the in-
habitants in town found out about it, and began to pray for the
royal sorrow.

And that is the gricf, and that is what happened to our king, and
that is why the flags are hung out, and that is what you saw in the
town.

And thus the old man ended his story.

12,

“And how long ago did this happen to the queen?” asked Bovve.

»

“Just yesterday.

“And the baby?”

“The baby is just as it was yesterday, the baby’s in the same
condition still, and the old midwife won’t leave it: She still hopes.”

“For what?”

“For help and for a helper. The helper, she says, may still come.”

“By when?”

“By the third day.”

“And what if he comes later?”

“Too late. And tomorrow is the third day.”

Bovve lapsed into thought and asked the old man no more ques-
tions. He thought about the story and remained quiet and where he
was. And now, in the old man’s house, the twilight and the darkness
of twilight gathered, and the house became silent and dismal. The
old man got up from his seat and began to prepare for the night
and for bed. First for himself, and then also for Bovve, he prepared
a bed, and then he called Bovve to his nightly meal, and Bovve
went with him and sat down at the table, and quietly, and they ate
their nightly meal. And then, and after eating, they went to their
beds, and undressed by their beds, and each in his bed and each lay
down for the night.

Softly then, in the house, came the evening and midnight, SOftl}r\
and undisturbed by anything, and unbroken by any noise or voice,
only the windows peered into the darkness and quietly watched
Bovve and the old man on their beds and asleep. And thus, and
quietly and watching them sleeping, one of the windows, a_quiet
and nightly one, a dark-glassed and small-paned one, let someone in;
a careful and an unnoticed someone, a cautious and a weightless
someone, the dream-dreamer with his pack on his back. =

And then Boyve had a_dream, and he saw, far away and on a
wayfarers’ road, in a faraway field: the old fortuneteller, the crone
who had given him the wonder mirror, and she presented her per-
son to him, with the same appearance and her same agedness, and as
he had seen her that night in that royal palace; she appeared to him
and she stood before him and stared at him in silence and watched
him, and then, and after staring and silence, she spoke to him and
she said to him:

“I forgot something, Bovve, I didn’t tell you this: Besides the
power I told you the mirror contains, there is another power it
possesses: Put it to the face of a person, a sick man, and whose fate
the physicians cannot tell, and the mirror knows, and the mirror
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will say: If he’s fated to live then he'll soon be healthy and restored

to life; but if not, then soon he no longer will live. One way or an-

other, and listen: And soon you will need it, the mirror, and soon it

will be of use to you in such a case, and have no fear, and use it
| well, and the mirror will bring life, and the mirror will lead to
| health, and when you are called upon, do not hold back.”

And the old crone vanished, and Bovve kept sleeping, and the
dream-dreamer turned away from Bovve and from his bed, and
went on to the old man, the owner of the house . . . .

And the old man, the owner, could see and watch: himself sitting
quietly, as always, in his home: it was evening and dark and inside
the walls of his house, and a peace and a twilight stillness hovered
on the ceiling above. And he sat there at his little window, and sat
staring out into his courtyard, quiet, deserted, into which hardly
anyone ever came—but then he saw: suddenly and unexpectedly,
from the street and from the other side, someone had taken hold of
the knob on his gate, taken hold and opened up, and crossed the
threshold and entered the courtyard. It was a person—someone close
and yet a stranger, and besides it was evening in the courtyard, and
the old man couldn’t see so well. The stranger for a while looked
about in the courtyard, walked about everywhere and then paused
at the old man’s house and walked over to it and opened the door
and entered the house and halted at the threshold, and all at
once ... And what did the old man see?

The king, and crowned with his crown, and standing at his
threshold, and in the evening stillness. The old man hurried and ran
to the king and stopped before him and stood there wordless, but
he looked at the king and found him in great sorrow and great
dread, and not like a king, but like someone who comes to plead
for something, and not as to a subject, but as to a peer, and thus,
and bowing, and thus in loyalty and deep devotion, he spoke to him
and he asked:

“Your Majesty, my precious king, why have you come here, how
can I serve you?”

“Not by serving,” the king replied sadly. “But I have come to
vou with a plea. And this is my plea: You have a guest here for the
night, a beggar has come to you, but he is nor like others, and you
know my misfortune, and vou've heard what happened to the
queen, and he can help us, and he can bring gladness to our hearts.
am here to ask you: Send me the beggar.”

"

“Whom, great king?” the old man looked around ir.l amazement,
and searched through his room and did not find and did not under-
stand. “Whom?” )

“Him, the one who is sleeping there,” the king pointed at Bovve
and at his bed standing opposite them.

And. ... When the old man opened his eyes from sleep and from
dreaming and arose from his pillow and his bed, he saw: The room
was filled with gray dawn and no more night, ar}d the grayness
peered in through the windows and was already paling on the walls
and the ceiling. The old man got up from his bed and founq Bovve,
opposite him, up and awake already. And he stared at him, and
Bovve at the old man too, and their eyes met and stared strangely,
and then after gazing in the dawn, the old man spoke to Bovve and
he said:

“Strange, beggar, really very strange. ... I dreamt about you and
about our king, and the king appeared to me ivn_mmywdggz?m,‘ and the
king told me to tell you: He summons you, and he invites you
to come to him.”

“Why?”

“To help him out of his misfortune, the misfortune I told you
about.”

And the old man stared at Bovve, and Bovve understood and
asked him no more, and Bovve got up from his bed, and he put on
his clothes, and began to prepare himself to go. Having dressed, he
took his staff in his hand and his pack on his back, and having
dressed and prepared himself, he turned to the old man, who had
been watching him the whole time with surprise and respect aEld
reverence, and Bovve said goodbye to the old man, and thanked him
for his hospitality and for his bed for the night, and he started for
the door of the house, to open the door and go through the
door....

And Bovve stepped out of the house and stepped into the court-
yard, and then from the courtyard into the dawn street, and the
street was still, and still deserted, and all the gates and all the doors
were closed and locked, and shutters were shut, and the people
were still asleep behind the shutters; he walked from that street to
the next, and from the second to a third, and the first people, the
early birds, were already coming out, and there was stirring in the
courtyards, and now and then a passer-by would pass in the streets.

Bovve walked along the streets, and thus, and striding from one
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to the next, he at last came out on the main thoroughfare, the last
street, the avenue where the royal palace stood, there, where he had
to go.

And Bovve strode over to the palace and Bovve asked the guard
to announce him: and thus, and thus, a beggar had to see the king,
and there was no time to tarry, and could they announce him right
away, and could they take him to the king as quickly as possible.

But it was still very early in the palace, and they didn’t hurry and
they didn’t tell the king so quickly, for the king hadn’t had any rest
for so long, not before the birth and not after the birth, and only
this night, and for the first time, he had fallen asleep while sitting
on his throne; and thus, they didn’t want to awake him, and they
kept Bovve before the gates for a time, and he stood there and
waited and looked forward anxiously to the king’s awakening.

And at last the king awoke, from his sleep and from sitting in the
silence, from his uncomfortable sleep and not sleeping in a bed. He
caught sight of a servant waiting in front of him, and he addressed
the servant:

What was it, and what had happened, and why was he standing
there, and what did he have to say to him?

So the servant announced:

And thus and thus—and a beggar was standing at the gates . . . and
he had been standing there for so long, since daybreak, and he
wanted to see the king, and he wanted to come before the king;
and, he said it was very important, and he said there was no time to
tarry.

So the king commanded the servant:

Let him go and get him, and let him bring him into the palace,
and no longer keep him at the gates, and the king would now have a
look at the baby, and the king would soon come and reccive the
beggar.

And the king got up from his throne, and into the room where
the baby was lving he went, and the servant went from where he
was, and took off with the king’s command to Bovve and to the
gates.

And Bovve was brought into the royal hall; and was left there
alone: and the king stayed with the child for a while, and stared at
it as yesterday and the day before, and it was no better and was no
worse, and it was in the same state and the same condition; and he
stared at it and stood there a while, and merely sighed softly, and

then before he went away, he cast a glance at the old midwife, who
sat next to the baby; he stared at‘her as she sat there, and then, and
no longer tarrying, he went back to the room where he had been
before.

And there he found Bovve waiting for him, and standing the way
you stand in front of a king, and the king gazed and stared at him,
and at his humbleness and his foreignness here and his outlandish-
ness here in this land, fand then, and after looking at length, the king
addressed him and asked him what he wanted:

What was he after and why had he come?

To the king, and with help for the king.

“Help?” the king was taken aback.

"‘ch, great king: 1 heard about your fortune and your
mxsfortune, about the birth of a long-awaited child, but it is ill and
its life is doubtful, and so I have come to you now, and with help
and with healing for your baby.”

“And what is your healing>”

And Bovve started telling him about the mirror and its power,
and about. putting it in front of a sick person’s face, and the mirror
would bring death to someone who'’s doomed—and to someone

ror would bring it life and health.

“And how can you be so sure?” asked the king.

And Bovve told the king about his dream, and also the end and
the promise of the dream: that he was to g0 and when he wag
called, and that he was to act and to use the mirror; so he obeyed
and he acted and followed the call.

And who had called him?

The dream-dreamer, and through another man’s dream,

to where the old man sent him.

The king listened to Bovve’s stories and his dreams, and they
struck his mind and struck his heart, and he listened to them ana
asked and asked, again and again, and Bovve told him all over again
and with clarity and simplicity, and the king believed in Bovve, and
he ordered that all the lords and doctors be told: and all the doétors
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and all the lords were to come and stay; and the servants quickly
carried the message, and from one to another, and dashed and
rushed and hurried about with the king’s command, and all were to
gather in the nursery: and thus and thus—and the king believed in
the beggar—and all were to come the faster the better, because the
king was relying on him.

And that’s how it was: And all the courtiers and all the doctors
soon collected in the baby’s room, and they surrounded the baby’s
crib, and Bovve stood at the baby’s feet, and the king was there too,
and the old midwife: and then, Bovve undid the bag containing the
mirror, and he took it out, and he held it and bent over the baby
and held it up to the baby’s face, and he held it quietly, and soon,
and as he held it, and after a while and after a time, and all of them
saw and noticed, and all observed:

The baby’s face began to color and to redden, and acquired a
living appearance and fresh and as though newly born: and its little
hands and little feet began to stir and pull, and stretch and reach,
and every so often another part of it began to show life, and more
and more, and its entire body was stirring and moving: and after
moving and stirring its limbs for a long, long time, and it opened its
eyes, which had been closed, and opened them and stared into the
mirror, and gazed and gazed for a long, long time, and after lying
quietly for a while, it suddenly twisted its face and its mouth, and
suddenly—with a yell, a babyish and childlike yell, out, out,
and—it broke into a wail . . . .

“To the breast and to the queen!” the midwife cried, and bent
over the child, and took it in her hands, and took it out of the
cradle, and took it to the queen, to the queen’s chamber, and
brought it to her.

And the baby was brought to the queen, and the baby grabbed

| the breast of the queen, and thirsty and starving as if for long, and

| greedy and hungry, very, very, it grabbed it, and then lost it, and
. hunted it eagerly, and found the nipple, and thus losing it and seek-

+ing it and finding it quickly, it at last began to suck, and with all its
"breath and all its might it began to suck. . ..

And now the queen became a mother, and the king a father, and
the kingdom had an heir, and the entire palace looked different: live-
ly and alive, happy and merry. The joy and the news soon went
beyond the palace and into the streets and through the capital, and
the people promptly took down the flags of mourning, the black

flags, and they hung out flags of rejoicing and colorful flags, and
the people crowded in front of the palace, and milled and roared,
and cheered and hailed and saluted the king: and they yelled for
him to come out of the palace, and out he came, at his one side the
midwife, the crone, and at his other side Bovve, the beggar. They
escorted him on either side, and behind them the courtiers and the
intimates all, the friends of the king and also the doctors. And he
presented himself, the king, and he thanked the crowd for its best
wishes and cheers, thanked them and bowed and waved joyously to
thc? crowd, and then, and first Bovve and then the old woman, he
pointed to them, and brought the crowd’s attention to them,
pointed to them and said:

“Know, people, that my truest friends, those who brought us joy
and delighted our hearts, are the ones who are standing here, right
here: and first of all He in heaven above, and then these friends—to
them all we owe our joy and happiness.”

And the people shouted their thanks to the old midwife and to
Bovve, and yelled to them, and waved their hands and their hats,
and waved and praised them to the skies the way people do: and
they kept them there for a long time, on the balcony, and wouldn’t
let them go back in. “And let them remain out here, and let the
people keep looking at them.”

And then, and when the people had looked, and had looked their
fill, the king, and then the midwife, and then Bovve, turned away
f.rom the crowd, and through the way that was made by the cour-
tiers and relatives, they passed, and then passed on to the door, the
one from which they had come, and went back into the palace, and
back into the rooms of the palace. ’

The king then brought Bovve to a dining hall, to a table that was
spread with wonderful things, and he had him sit down at the table
there, and the king sat down in his usual place, and Bovve sat down
at his right. There was a banquet there, and a huge one, and all the
lords, and all the prominent men were invited to the banquet, and
food and drink were brought and served, and such as were seldom
even for the king, and the diners delighted and they pleasured
themselves, and they ate and drank and made merry. And the king
conversed with Bovve all the while, and kept remembering him, and
kept asking him how he felt, and kept turning to him to ask his

p!casurc, and the best, and the finest, and let him enjoy, and the
king wouldn’t have it otherwise, And at last, and when the banquet
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was done, and at last, and when the banquet was over, the king
turned to Bovve, and loud, and in front of the company, he said,
addressing him:

“And now, beggar, whatever your lips shall speak. And know:
And nothing will be too dear for me, and nothing will be too pre-
cious for me, whatever you and your tongue shall speak.”

“Nothing, Your Majesty, I don’t need a thing,” Bovve replied to
the king’s proposal, to his good cheer, and to his readiness to do
anything.

“What do you mean?” the king was amazed, and he turned as-
tonished cyes to Bovve and then to all who were sitting about the
table.

“Just that, great king: I don’t need any presents, and 1 don’t re-
quire anything. For what does a beggar want after all?”

“And gold and silver and costly things, and other precious ob-
jects?”

“No, dear king: The dearest thing is to sit at your table now, my
greatest happiness is that 1 made you happy, and I need nothing
else, and I lack nothing more.”

And then Bovve briefly told the king his story, and all that had
happened to him, and that he had to bring joy to three kings, and
he had already brought joy to two, and now he had to get under-
way, because the way was crucial to him, and he could not remain
in one place.

And now the king comprehended Bovve, and he refrained from
gifts and presents, and only asked him to rest a while, here in the
palace. And Bovve explained that he couldn’t rest, but he thanked
the king. And now, with the banquet finished, it was evening, and
the dining hall was dark. Bovve stood up from his seat, and he
peered around for his pouch (which he had left in the nursery that
morning). He peered around, but he couldn’t find it, and he was
about to ask the king for permission to go to the nursery: He had
left his pouch there. But at that moment a door opened, from an-
other room and into the dining hall, and at the threshold of the
door stood the old midwife with something in her hand and
wrapped in something, and she entered and stood by the threshold,
and she looked around the dining hall, the evening-darkened hall,
and she looked for something in the company and among the guests

who were sitting along the table, and her eyes darted from seat to
seat and chair to chair. But what she sought she didn’t find among
the guests. And then she turned to the king who was sitting at the
head, and she fixed her eyes upon him, and she saw Bovve standing
up, and looking around and looking for something and not finding it.
So the old woman turned to Bovve, and spoke to him, and said to
him:

“Wait, beggar, tarry and do not hurry!”

And the old woman, from the threshold of the room, where she
had been standing and waiting, walked away and over to Bovve,
and then she held out what she held in her hand, and she handed it
to him, and she said as she handed it:

“This is/a_wolf’s tooth) beggar, take it and it will be useful to
you.... I received it from my parents, and my parents from their
parents, and thus from generation to generation, and it has been
handed down from hand to hand, and now let me present it to
you.... And you should know that it has a virtue and a power,
this wolf’s tooth, to hearten all hearts, and to_dishearten all fears
and terrors, and anyone, no matter what his terror or dread, and no
matter what disquiets him, need merely wear it a while on his
throat—and the disquiet shall be undone, and the fear and the terror
shall be done away with. Take it....”

Bovve thanked the old woman, and he took the wolf’s tooth and
he thanked her again. And then he turned to the king, and asked his
permission to go to the nursery, for he wanted to get his pouch.
And the king gave him leave, and Bovve went there for a while, and
stayed in the nursery for a time, and then put the tooth inside his
pouch, and put his pouch upon his back, and then, also taking his
stick in hand, he returned to the hall, where the king and all the
guests were sitting. And Bovve halted before the king, and he said
farewell, and wished him well, and all the very best. And then

Bovve said farewell to all the guests and also the old midwife, and
all the guests and the old midwife gave him their blessings and
wished him well and the very best. And he took the blessings from
all the well-wishers and turned away from all of them, and then, af-
ter turning away, and from that room and from the palace he went
out and found himself in silence and nightfall and lateness on the
street and in the capital .. . .




LIRNTYONIAHYA PP D PR IPLITRI LRI WT K
PR Joy O¥EY PR YLLK YT TORI DR LEA WY PR
DEPI PT DR K2 PR — LIVLYIIND JOTIWIR OYEY
o DI LARDIYT OYEY IWLYR YT DR LRI s LIRTYIDK
FUIIRDIYT ORT JOYIYI PN LEYIPIPYNK PT LRI XI2 PR
PR YLLR YT LIYIVE JOY YA PR DK OB T LEA
YO M PR DIFIDIWT PTOYIOT KX PYN PR PN PIN
-3 K T8D OXM IR APV3 K PTOMI YO N PR T vaYY
g3 DR PIOJARTO JEOIYDYIL ¥ IRD ORN PR JwOIFIYA
PR BYYRIYT OOR DIYDLIYYI NPT LRI X2 PR ORI
PIVT PN PR IYN POTPYN PR ARG DR 00 0OYIMWYI
SIR PR OXN TN PR IPTH IV T PR OEN JUOIPIYIND
YA R UK DR LD Y LRI GLIYIRI DN PTIRT YIVT
— IAYT DLMIND R PR OV ¥ PR LIBYI TYIBY
TIYTIX DY DY IR TID PR PIY 1L PIY D PR WK PR
POR PR PTIOPEIPTONR DR PR 0P PRAOTIYTIIWR
W PN CPT LR FIRDP LRI DK DT TIORN K9P R
ALIPIDYI MR OO IR LTIYNY FIXID R ©W OOK

ATOR M2 DRDY PR DY TTDW AYEYR ORN IR —
TORLY PR YN ¥ IND OXT K ORN R

GYLYR YT DR DR — AYMIWTINPR K PRD —
VIYELIYYI

TORIDYI Y LRI ORN IR Y LIVYRD OXN PR PR —
%M YT PR

IWINR Ton JOM PR AVYD R PRD —

2057IYT 17 LORN WHR PR —

£¥00m 9YLOR YT URA — PYAYR RO PR RP W —
TNy

ITYAIR MR DX YPIYI 90BIPT ORI IWOIR T IR

-nnnn b’ 9P LB TR PR AIRD YA TN WINK —
07107 YONIX PIDIVT Y DRI DRIV VI WIPP PP 1387
DD T OY DEA JIWNYI LOW JAPY T DR PR DRAYI
PR nbn PR IRTYISR LYYN YT N0 pduyn yOK
oy XM b P YRY 9pE IR vIRLYI R bRt
PR ST YT OON PT DWD YO M D P BRE P OW
LUy YR PR R DO DK LMR A00n 0T YINT bYn
DY) BR 7OYIVOIR

msbm 7 Pr oRi asbn v 9ym TR PR 700 YT UK
-yapR 1y baNh YT LOPT PR LM LN TR PR
TR DTN T PR OJORIWIRD PR DPIRD P DI
APMYI DY LY YT WML PR P PR SRn PP
DY) YVORIS TP PR LW PR 3YLTIWDY PP PR Y3
T DIMPOIRIRE IOP PN LY PR JTUD PP PN
DXA AWK DIYOYI PR DIWTINFISY TTOY LEA YOI
PR PNRA DY PUW YRLDY T AR R0 PP Pr
“ARD AMTIET MR PR DY PR JOPIVI R PR PR NI
TR PYN PR IPI0 PR DM W LIRIWID PR LI
' WIRIIIRD LIPITIPITN

DD AR PR DRPR TyaR LIYOD T UK T LIYOD
ST PR MK PR OMR CPRIVYE PT APTRDP R P
JRYp & PrOLRA AT YT WIR IR YD LRI wHOY
noM-bya 8 T KA OYIOR PR VIR IR PR IR DOIBYIRD
DI PO PR Y DIUNRD IPTNRN YOOI O¥N AJrNKI
VITIWTIPIT TR PR DINYE — PISIP 110 A0TyayY UKD
qIyIYT f2on 7 oxT LIybp Y bhMbNa WYIp LB
DU YR IR IYEIPP IPRIR YT PR M2 I¥T P 0IY0D
PR JIYN 0N PR T PYYD PO T PR YAIIOVIE
nowbya PO PR PUR PR PR LEYDRYAIE W 0T

AIIIWT PPN 25 o1 vaghe yue K aymvonx
WK PT UORADIR T PR LRLY 1 npMbya )
TWTPYDPDYI Y TIKD K WD OXN PR IR bIRM My
DT DKM POR PR 1TIOMIYPT Pr poR IRT PR oom
TR LONYT T ayb AvIvEM yanRmys DYDYV
TTROION IRT Y92 o1 vaybe gpwne 7on o3 vorT-any
1om By f13bn o LPALY v PR 50w PR 15m oyt
119083 Sux
PR AP RRTIPIIRN BYT o
ORI W LIhD by bowowa wx 751 997 vaybs
TPUPYNR 01N K RR-IFINKN 115 vIRPwn oy PR
DR IR M2 ® 0 PR YT yooya 1 o e ayees x
MR DY TR DR PR AR PR — jayae omonn ]”—r
9P PR e S8r nowbya by ik e Toayn
PRI DR AP0 997 80PN 9 vaybs SFZH AT
7o 1 1rERD LI PR TIE5 132 10 5B ik P aym

176 YENNE VELT

13.

And Bovve left the capital, and he also left this second land, and
Bovve kept on walking, and started wandering again, and he went
from place to place and from one under-heavenliness to the next. ..
and he chanced into fields and tiny villages. And there he would
stop, and sometimes just a night, and sometimes he spent a night and
a day. He would spend whatever time he spent, and then he went
on, sometimes at twilight for an evening in the fields, and sometimes
at dawn before the eruption of the radiance of morning. He thus
would leave the villages and go off into the wide and open fields,
the treeless and the woodless fields, and horizons stretched out vast
before him, and heaven and earth, uncovered, loomed and lay be-
fore him. And thus, and roaming for a while, and thus, and ranging
for a time, he would stop in a field every now and then, right in the
middle of a field, and let himself down upon the carth and undo his
pouch with all his things, and take out his mirror, his magic thing,
and wordlessly look into his looking-glass, and have a look at his
past, and also at times inquire about his future and what was wait-
ing for him.

And thus one time, and thus several times, and thus many times,
and ever since Bovve had left the latest land. And Bovve was weary
of wandering, and nothing happened to him all the while, and noth-
ing occurred, he met no man coming his way, and no one driving
and no one walking to catch up with him from behind. And
lonesome, he wandered, and like one forgotten, Bovve, and he
found no villages or settlements. And his sorrow was great, and he
was afflicted with worries and cares.

And then one day, in the middle of the day, he halted in the
middle of a field, and walked no farther and stood in silence, and in
the radiant day, in the open field, under the sun and its burning
brightness. And he paused and halted for a while, and he mulled
about himself and about things beyond his situation, and he wan-
dered and pondered, and then he seemed to remember something,
and he came to his senses and said to himself:

“The mirror, Bovve, ought to know, it ought to say what lies in
wait and what to await.”

And Bovve sank down upon the ground, and he took apart his
pouch, and took out the mirror, and began to look into the

looking-glass, and the mirror tarried and waited a while, and for a
while it wouldn’t change, and it didn’t alter its appearance. It was,
as always, small and shiny and light, and it only reflected the sun-
niness and the dayfulness, and it only showed a piece of the sky, a
bare, pure stretch, a clear, bright stretch, and with a tiny sun in the
sky, and in a corner far away. So Bovve looked at the tiny sun, at
its roundness and smallness and paleness, and at its fiery sparks in its
paleness, and as he watched, he noticed that softly and under the
tiny sun, from the lowest and farthest part of the sky, a tiny cloud,
all white, appeared, tiny, and like a wisp of smoke, a tiny tuft, the
kind of thing you see in a sky. The tuft emerged, and having
emerged, it paused and didn’t move for a while and didn’t budge
from its place—and then, having come and shown itself, it began
so slowly to dissolve, and a_horseman, a rider from far away,
appeared to Bovve.

And Bovve saw the horse, and on the horse the horseman sitting,
so quietly in an afternoon, on a border somewhere, on a horizon,
and as at the start of a country, the horseman upon his horse.
Softly, and on the border, and at midday, and in broad radiance,
the horse was not visited by anyone or anything, not a man and not
a bird flying past. And green was the grass there and covering and
occupying everything—and no one came and no one showed up,
and no foot trod upon the grass, and no wing beshadowed the calm
of day. Only the horseman and alone on his horse, his silent horse,
guarded the border of that land, and watched the day and the
stillness by the border, by the beginning of the border.

And Bovve looked and looked at him, the rider, remote, and
calm, and upon his horse, and it seemed as if the rider, too, were
looking back at him, at his being in the middle of the field. They
kept their peace and paused for several minutes, and all at once, and
for a second—and Bovve recognized his first rider, the one who_ap-
peared to him in his childhood, in the field, and when he had left
the old man’s shack, after his death. And Bovve was terribly glad to
see him, and all at once he wanted to rush to him, and he started
toward him, and he forgot that ... the rider was only in the mir-
ror—and at that very moment, the image in the mirror changed, and
wiped the cloud away, and it was gone, as though it had never
been, and the horseman was gone from under the cloud, and the
looking-glass looked as it had before, glossy and glassy, and the sun
shone into it from its corner, and the small stretch of sky was filled
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with blueness. And Bovve peered into the pure blue and—even
though the horseman was gone, and not a trace was left of his
horse, but a hope that was pure and light and heavenly was left
with Bovve and even after the disappearance.

And Bovve stood up, and Bovve put the mirror in his pouch, and
he tied up the pouch again, and started off again with the pouch—
and he walked and walked, from that day into the night and from
that night into the next morning, and strode and never stopped any-
where, and sought no villages nor towns, and had no need for them
and no use for them—and thus, and walking on and on, and thus,
and roaming and rambling, until one day—

It was a sunny day, an afternoon, bright and radiant, clear and
pure, and Bovve found himself in a field, a vast and a horizoned
field, rolling and open on all sides. He came into it and he stopped
in the middle, and the field lay bright and radiant, and the green
grass was greening on it, and sunbeams coming from the sun played
and flashed upon the green. And a hush prevailed, a calm and fieldy
silence, an afternoon stillness, undisturbed, only the grasshoppers,
the soaring springers and grass-sawyers, kept leaping from blade to
blade and from hiding-place to hiding-place, always hiding in a
different place, stopping there and sawing and sawing.

And Bovve found himself in this field, in the middle, and he
found himself stopping there, and he kept turning to another side
and resting his eyes upon that side. And at last, and after secing and
scanning, he spotted—silently, on the horizon, the most silent sky-
line, the farthest and least visible—a horseman, mounted upon a
horse.

And Bovve stared at the rider a space, and watched him sitting
on the horse; and having wordlessly watched and silently stared,
Bovve left his place in the field, and walking along the middle line,
he started out toward the skyline, where the rider was sitting.

Upon arriving, he found the rider languishing in a day of lan-
guishing, sitting slack with slackened reins, silent and staring, as if
accustomed to staring thus. Bovve walked up to him and addressed
his silence, and thus, and addressing him, he blessed him with the
day and with blessings:

“Good afternoon and God be with you, horseman.”

“The very same to you, beggar.”

“And why is the horseman standing here, and what is he waiting
for?”

“For beggars coming from abroad.”

“And why does he need the beggars?”

“The king has commanded, and he observes the king’s
command.”

“And why does the king need the beggars?”

“Because of something that happened.”

“And what?”

“It would take so long to tell the story.” But he had to tell and he
ought to tell, and if the beggar so wished and desired, he should lis-
ten to him and give him some time.

And Bovve agreed, and Bovve silently stood before the horseman
and the horse, and the horseman remained above, not changing his
pla.ce and not changing his seat, and silently and with a fieldlike
voice, dull and as though unaccustomed to speaking, he began to
tell his story, and this is what he told:

14.
The Horseman’s Story

Our king was strong and powerful, his might and his voice made
generals and armies tremble, his pride and appearance made the
people kneel before him, his word and command made mouths and
ears harken, and his will and wishes had no bounds and no
borders. ...

Now one day, the king desired: Wherever_there were strong
men and athletes in his land, let them._be brought to hlscapltal,he
.war}tgd to wrestle with them, and show everyone his strength. And
it was announced throughout the country and throug'.ll()'u{tﬁ‘e king-
fjoﬂl, and riders rode out from the capital and announced the news
in the nearby cities, and the nearby cities spread the news to the far-
ther cities, and the farther ones to even farther ones, and thus on
and on, and until the news had reached all the corners of the king-
dom, and until the will of the king had reached all the borders.

And thus it was, and from every far-flung nook and cranny, they
gather;d thc strongest and the most powerful; and whoever ilad a
name in his town, and whoever had renown in his village, was se-
lected and given enough for all his expenses and needs: And they
were to go and they were to travel, and they were to test them-
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selves and show the king their strength. And so they went, and
rode, and traveled, as far as it was and as far as it went, to the capi-
tal.

And at last, and arriving, they gathered at the court and at the
gates of the king, and each announced where he was from and each
announced that he had come. And each was admitted and regis-
tered, and shown where to be and where to stay, until his turn
would come in turn, and his time would come to wrestle. And until
that time, they were left to their own devices, and they could do
whatever they wished.

And so they went their separate ways, and each one went to
where he had been assigned, to his definite place he went, and there
he stayed and spent his time as he wished to spend it, and ate and
drank and pleasured himself, and thus, and free, and unoccupied,
and thus, and idle and indolent, he would wander all day through
the capital, and thus roaming and roving, whole days and whole
nights, they filled the houses of joy, the places of drink and
love . ...

And from time to time, another one, and when his time had
come, would be called to court and to the king.

And he would arrive. And when he was there, he was dressed in
something light, and flesh-colored and snug and skintight, to wrestle
in and encounter the king. The strong man would don it and get
soaps and things to smoothen his hands that were like shovels, and
then to dry his smoothened hands. And they would give the wres-
tler these things, and then, and when the strong man was ready, and
then, and when he had done everything, and the fixed time had
come, they would take him into the court, to a fixed place. And
there a circus building and a theater auditorium were built, a circular
structure like half an apple, and closed on three sides, and only the
third side, the one facing the seats, was open. And before the open
side, there were rows of benches, whitewashed, and there the spec-
tators would assemble, the guests invited by the king. And then the
athlete would be brought in, into the open building, before the
gathering, and he would stand before the spectators, and the servant
would call out the athlete’s name and the name of his town, and the
crowd would silently stare at the strong man, and experts would
stare at his limbs and parts, and now and again, the experts would
point out his limbs to their neighbors and those who were sitting
ncarby. And sitting there, and staring at him, they would sometimes

stand up from their seats, and stare at his entire physique, his form
and shape. And the crowd would gaze at the athlete, and the athlete
at the crowd, and he would: sée their refinement and their
composure, their dress and their comportment, their courtly back-
ground and their familiarity with the king and closeness to the king,
and he would contemplate them, (and then,) and the first sound
(from a gong, and one not seen by the crowd) would resound for
the king’s appearance and the king’s arrival. A sound.... A while,
and then two, and the second sound.... And the athlete would
turn around on all sides, and the athlete would look every which
way-tand then) and the third sound . ... And the king would come,
and to that place, and appear and step out to meet the athlete . ...

And this is what happened: The moment the strong man caught
sight of the king in his dress, his royal attire, in his wealthy attire
aglow with golden tinsel; and the moment the king stood before
him with his height and pride, with his body and bodily solidarity,
with his assurance and certainty, and as the king approached the
strong man with his bold tread, and with his confidence, and came
before him—and the strong man lost his courage and strength, he
felt like a common man before the king, an obedient subject of the
king, and then, and when the king motioned for him to begin, to
grapple with him and wrestle with him, the strong man could ex-
tend no hands, no strong hands, and no confident and self-assured
hands, but as with a couple of slaves and a couple of weaklings,
with yielding and with great abatement, and with a face that stared
at the king and with crestfallen eyes with no courage or boldness.
And then the king would take him, and one and two, and however
he wished, and however was best for himself, and hold him and be-
hold him for a spell, and generously, and giving him time, to think
about himself and come to his senses, and the strong man would
think about himself and about his situation and his vocation, but by
now it was late: The king had already taken his first advantage, he
had profited from the strong man’s confusion and from the first
few minutes. The king was the commencer by now and in control,
he had the first move and the better position, he took him and he
took him about, and held him for a while and a time before the
crowd—and when the king gripped and clutched the strong man
and held on to him with all his power, and the crowd could see him
twist the man’s backbone every which way, and contort him to one
side, and bend him to the other side, and the strong man had no
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choice and the strong man had no will—and then, and after a few
such minutes, and now, and after the strong man’s helplessness and
powerlessness, and the strong man was bent back, and weak, and
over his back, and the king over him, and the king was smirking at
his powerlessness . . . .

And the king was the winner, and the crowd applauded, and the
strong man was abashed. And the strong man was ashamed to stand
up again, and the audience turned away from the strong man, to
avert their eyes from his shame and let him stand up by himself.

And that was how it always was, and thus from time to time, and
every time with a different strong man, and the king outwrestled
them all, and the king was always the victor, and the strong men
were all abashed, and the strong men were ashamed in front of one
another. Until one day . ...
>~ And this was the very last time, and all the strong men were still
in the city, for none of them had been given leave to leave the capi-
tal, and so none of them had gone his way, and the king did it delib-
erately, to plume himself in front of them and everyone with his
final victory, and he wanted to show them his greatness and
strength, and so he gave an order, and it was proclaimed through-
out the city: The king was to wrestle one last time, but this time
not just in front of his courtiers, but in front of his people all.
Whoever wanted to could come, and young and old could come if
they wished, and all would be admitted to the wrestling ring, and
the strong men too, who had all been beaten and hadn’t left.

And thus it was, and the final strong man was soaped up and
salved up, his hands smoothened, and then dried after being
smoothened, and he was dressed like all the earlier ones, in a light-
weight and light-colored garment for wrestling, and in this attire he
was taken out to the wrestling place, where the king was to come.
And the strong man went out, and the crowd gazed at him and
gaped at his strength, for—he was unusually strong and solidly built,
and his body was extraordinary, and he stood tall like the bole of a
tree, straight and proud, as motionless as the trunk of a tree. He
looked around the place he stood in, and at the crowd, the huge
throng, that had gathered before his eyes and was gazing and
gaping at him. He smiled and was proud, and then slowly rubbed
his hands and waited for the moment of the king's arrival. And the
strong men winked to him from their places and instructed him and
counseled him with their blinks. And he obeyed them and followed

their advice. And then, as always, a few minutes later, the sound of
the gong resounded, and after the first minute, the second peal, and
after the second minute, the third peal also came. And then, and
when the third peal résounded, the king, from a place, from an
unexpected point, emerged, and even statelier and more beautiful,
and even wealthier and more embellished than usual. And the king
halted opposite the strong man, and the king stood before his op-
ponent. '

And the king, this time, could see, face to face with the strong
man, that this strong man did not look like all the others and did
not look like the earlier strong men. Calmer and more self-assured,
somehow, and more composed and more cheerful, the strong man
now encountered the king’s arrival, and although paying his respect
to royalty, but nevertheless mindful of his duty and his business,
which he had taken upon himself and which was not the issue, and
the king himself, after all, had called him out, and the king himself
had allowed him to wrestle with him on an equal footing. And the
strong man thus had to be mindful, and he had to prove to the king
that his subjects obey and do his bidding, and even opposing the
king himself, if the king commanded and ordered thus. And he
thought those things to himself, and the king could see it in the
strong man’s face and his eyes could read it in his eyes. And he was
content, the king was, and Qnil?crossed his face, a royal smile, an
all-forgiving smile. And yet, and soon, recalling his role and his
place, after all, he removed the smile from his lips, he turned to the
strong man with severity and gravity, and thus, and addressing
him, he fixed his eyes, severely commanding, and his gazes, exactingJ
obedience, upon him.

But the strong man had noticed the earlier smile, the royal smile,
and he understood it, and he construed it in his own favor, and he
gave himself his word: And he would fulfill his task with perfec-
tion, come what may, and be what_will. And then, and when the
smile was gone from the royal lips, and to his eyes and to his mo-
tions, the royal gravity and severity returned, it didn’t really bother
the strong man, he really didn’t care, and the strong man himself
burst into a smile, and then, and when the king strode over to him,
stretching out his arms and reaching out to grab him, the strong man
also stretched out his arms, solid and assured and confident, and
obedient only to the strong man, and he stretched them out and
took hold of the king, and the king began, and the strong man

-
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didn’t back down, and the king got a good grip on the strong man'’s
arms, and he on the king’s—no less fast and no less tight. And the
king tried the first assault on the strong man, and the strong man
didn’t let him try it, and kept the king away. And they gazed and
stared at one another for a while. And then the king became graver,
and the strong man smiled, and then the king made another try, and
the strong man held him off once again, and the king, after the sec-
ond time, looked at the strong man again and stared at him with
severity: at his calm and confident stance, carcful and cautious, and
all aloof, and with a sclf-assured respeet, not approaching the king
and not attempting anything on his part, and merely watchful and
merely alert, and evading danger. And the spectators got up from
their seats and regarded the strong man, and he became close to all _
of them, and all were on his side and favored his fortune, and the
audience was even more interested, and they stared and they
wouldn’t stop staring at the strong man, and all of them hailed him
and heartened him with their hails. And the king could feel it from
above, and for an instant he lifted his eyes from his opponent
toward the audience, the crowded throng of fascinated spectators,
and he noticed: All eyes were turned from him and all eyes were
fixed on his opponent. The king was rankled, it struck him to the
quick, and he looked once again at his opponent and glared at him
as at a servant who had to do his bidding, a disobedient underling,
unruly, and the king kept glaring. And the strong man facing the
king didn't even notice the king’s glare for he was absorbed in
himself and his actions, so as not to lose sight of what he was doing,
and indeed he never lost sight for an instant, and he was sure of
himself and his goal—and then, and for a third time, and . ... When
the king made a sudden and unexpected lunge to catch him un-
awares and wrest him from his calm, and the king grabbed the
strong man around his back, to scize him in a stranglehold as was
his wont—the strong man was waiting, and cxpected the unexpect-
ed. and when the king tried his stranglehold, the strong man got
the better of him, and surging his body and firming his foothold
against the ground and lifting the king and moving him from his
place and his stance, and—before the king could defend himself and
catch his balance, and—before the audience could move from their
seats and from the terrible crowding, to watch what was about to
happen—and the king was already in the hands of the strong man,
caught and helpless and in his power and totally at his mercy. And

the strong man—once, and then twisted, and once again.... An.d h’e
twisted him to one side and then to the other, and after the king’s
first twist, and upon his back and facing the strong man, and bend-
ing over, and upon the ground and stretching out—and yet not
dropped—and stretching out—and yet not felled. .

“Ha! What is it...?” and the spectators blurted out a sigh and a

i surprise and a puzzled terror and enormous shoclf.

And the strong man straightened out the king, apd the strong
man put the king in his place, and the spectators hurried to disband,
and to get away as fast as they could. And they left the court, anfi
left the place where the king and the strong man ha.d had their
bout, and they left the scene a vacant place, only the king was left
in his place, alone and forsaken, alone and forlorn—by the aud{ence,
by the spectators all, and by the strong man who had bettm:ed him.

And then the king went back into the palace, and the klpg locked
himself in his private cabinet, and he wouldn't let anyone in, and he
wouldn’t listen to anyone, and he wouldn’t receive any lord, and he
wouldn’t open to any servant. Shut in, locked in, .and a day went
by, and another day, and he saw no one, and recelyed no one. He
took no food during these days and couldn’t sleep durmg.the§e
nights, and all the while he kept picturing the scene: his bex_ng in
the hands of the strong man, and a weakling and broken in his
power and his strength, and the strong man doing with hifn what
he would, and bending down and making him bow, and being able
to twist him over, and refraining only out of respect for the king.

The king was fully dejected, and he never stopped thinking
about the thing, and ever kept musing about what had happened,
and what it had looked like to the people, and what it had seemed
like to the onlookers. His grief was great, and he fell into a deep
melancholy and dejection, and didn’t want to see anyone and didn’t
want to hear any comfort, the words of friends and the talk of
near-and-dear.

At last, they turned away from him, his near-and-dear, they saw
they were having no effect, and they sent him his court doctor, his
personal physician, and then other doctors, not from the court. But
he wouldn’t listen to his doctor, and he wouldn’t hear the others or
what they said, nor would he heed their important advice, or the
things they tried to talk him into, or the foolish things they coun-
seled him. He paid no attention to all their talk, it went into one ear
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and out the other, let them say what they had to and talk what they
could, and let them go away as soon as possible.

And then, and when the physicians left him alone and left his
chambers, he would stay alone with his thoughts and what he had
been thinking, and free and freed of everyone, with all his devotion
and all his absorption.

And the king, as it were, rejected his crown, and the king, as it
were, abandoned everything pertaining to the crown, and he never
inquired about anything, and he wasn’t interested in anything, and
thus, and in his solitude, he spent day and night with his thoughts
and his own melancholy.

And sleep deserted the king, and the king couldn’t find any rest,
and if ever the king did fall asleep, dreams and fancies and fantasies,
and terrors would come to terrify him. He would wake up, he
would leap from his bed, and scurry around in his chambers at
night, and with gaping eyes and a frightened heart, and an even
more terrified mind, and with memories and remembrances of the
things he had dreamt. Then his fear would be even greater, and he
would be afraid for a time to lean on the bed and lie down on the
bed and put his head upon the pillows, and thus, and running
around, he was afraid of himself and of sitting, and at times for an
hour and at times for two, and even at times for all the night, and
until the day, and until the paleness of day peered in.

And thus a while, and thus a time, and those near and dear to the
king grew worried, and the entire household of the king took his
sorrow to heart, and all of them, they got together, and took coun-
scl with one another, and wondered how they could ease the king’s
sorrow and his situation, and they listened to one another’s words
and advice, and with a number of counsels and solutions were sug-
gested, such as inviting healers and spellers. And this was done, and
they were summoned, and they spoke their spells and rolled their
eggs, and their spells didn’t ease, and their eggs didn’t help.

So someone proposed they summon a saint, and so they followed
this advice, and they sent oil and ointment to the houses of worship,
and money for alms to the cemeteries of the capital city. And var-
ious holy men sent the king various amulets and remedies, and also
herbs, and all kinds of talismans, and the king's bed was surrounded
with all these things, but none of them helped, and the king re-
mained with his fears as before,~with his terrors so huge, with his
nights without sleep, and his fear of dreams at night.

And now, and one last adviser offered advice and made a sugges-
tion: |

In the name of the king and at the king’s command, let them send
out riders and send out servants to all the borders and all the fron-
tiers of the country. Let them be stationed along the borders, and
let them be posted there, and let them wait for the beggars and the
wanderers. And let them tell any wayfarer and every wanderer the
story of what happened to the king, and ask them and inquire of
them whether they might know and whether they might have some
sort of remedy for the king. Because, the last adviser added, the
wanderers wander everywhere, the beggars come from every land,
and the wayfarers meet all kinds of people, and they witness all

kinds of things and events, and only beggars know, and only._beg-
gars can know .. ..

15.

And now the horseman finished his story, and Bovve was stand-
ing before him and his horse, and the horseman asked him the ques-
tion in the king’s name, the question for which he had been sta-
tioned here:

Might the beggar know, or might he have heard, of such a case,
and might he have a remedy for the king?

’Fﬂ?c kK to & er.~{..-~3

“For the king?” said the king, to whom the beggar was telling
the story, the long tale, all this time. “For the king, you say? But /
am the king. I am the king that the story’s about, I am the king
who’s deprived of sleep, and who's been afflicted with dread and
terror, and my friends have been seeking advice for me, and I've
done everything, and nothing has helped, nothing, and in the end [
sent out my riders and told them to station themselves along the
borders of my land. Why, that is mze! That's I, the king!” the king
then cried in the end.

“And this is mze!” the beggar replied. “And this is I, whose name
is Bovve, it's I and me, who's visited various countries and who's
stood in front of different kings, and this is I who cheered the
hearts of two kings, and now I have come to you, to gladden you
and your heart. And know, Your Majesty: 1 have a remedy for
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you, and I have a healing for your dread, and you know my solu-
tion, and you know my method from my tale.”

And now Bovve undid his pouch, and from there he took out the
wolf’s tooth to be hung on a string to be hung around the neck,
and he reached out and handed it to the king, and with it he
addressed the king: '

“Put it on, Your Majesty, and let it hang on you and on your
neck, and I am certain and 1 am confident that this is your healing,
that this is your sure remedy, and let your servants, Your Majesty,
give me a place in one of your rooms, for me to spend the night
and spend some time with you, because I want to pass the time until
you regain your health, until you recover with my remedy. And
today, and this very night, your sleep will return to you, and the
fears and terrors will vanish from your slumber . ... Putiton....”

The king obeyed Bovve and his words, he took the wolf’s tooth
from his hand, and hung it on the string, and hung the string
around his neck, and then he smiled, a faithful and believing smile, a
good and confident smile: And let him only recover, and Bovve
would see his kindness and reward, and meanwhile, and he thanked
him kindly, and meanwhile, and he believed in the remedy.

And now the king clapped and summoned a servant, and a ser-
vant appeared in the room, and the king told the servant to take
Bovve to a room for the night, and to prepare everything and take
care of everything, and provide him with everything he needed and
all comforts, and in the morning, and the servant was to be ready in
the morning, and ready to attend upon Bovve’s needs.

And Bovve was taken to a room, and Bovve was shown every-
thing, his bed for the night, his bed linen, and he was provided with
everything, royally and regally, and then, and after preparing ev-
erything and providing everything for Bovve, the servant stole out
of the chamber, leaving Bovve to his own devices. And Bovve
undressed, and for a while and a length of time, he lay in a soft bed,
and tired and drained, he forgot himsclf, and not even turning and
not even tossing, but lying as he lay, and forgetting himself, he
dozed off into the night and into his fatigue.

And in the morning, and when Bovve opened his eyes, and he
saw the broad daylight through the window, his limbs still felt the
fatigue and the long wandering, and he didn't feel like getting up,
but then he remembered the place where he was and what he had
promised the king and assured him, and that he had told him he

}vould be sure to fall asleep, and that with that night, which had
Just passed, he would have his restfulness and his healing. Bovve
remembered, and Bovve arose from his bed, and got off his bed, and
he put on his clothes, and then he clapped his hands and summoned
a servant. And the servant quickly came. And the servant asked him
his wishes and desires, and then he hurried to fulfill them. And
Bone washed and cleaned himself, and Bovve made himself ready,
and in case the king were to summon him, and when he had eaten
up apd had drunk up what the servant had served him, he really did
receive an order, through another servant, that the king indeed had
called for him, and that he was to come to the king immediately.

And Bovve didn’t hesitate, and he came in to the king, and Bovve
halted at the threshold, and scarcely recognized the king, for the
king looked rested and relaxed this morning and from the night that
preceded it, and his eyes sparkled and smiled and brightened, and he
felt glad and he felt cheery, and his body and his bearing radiated
gladness and cheer. And smiling, he turned to Bovve and said, wish-
ing him a good morning and blessing him: ,

“Good morning, Bovve, you beggar!”

“Good morning to you, Your Majesty!”

And the king told Bovve about his night and how he had spent it
fmd hqxv he had rested and slept in its restfulness, and never drcam:
Ing a single dream and never seeing a single nightmare. And thus he
spolfe, and full of good cheer, and he gazed at Bovve in love and
gra'n.tude, and felt closer to him and nearer to him, and thus, and
whllmg the morning away, and chatting with Bovve for a whil’e he
gave him leave to leave his chambers: and he could go and do a; he
wished, and he could be free and spend his time as he wanted to,
and only return during the day, at noon, and only come back abso-
lutely at lunchtime.

And Bovve obeyed, and Bovve then took his leave of the king
and Bovve strolled around the court, and Bovve had a look at thc;
palace and the palace environs, and thus an hour, and thus another,
and more and more, and longer and longer, and then, and when it,
was time and it was noon, Bovve returned to the palace and to his
room, and waited for the king’s order and waited for the king to
summon him to lunch.

And then the king sent for Bovve, and he called for him through
a servant, and Bovve was brought to the dining room, and Bovve
was offered a place of honor, and the dining table was already set,
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and covered with all the best and finest foods, and the repast was
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waiting for guests, and wines were sparkling their bottles. So Bovve
sat down, and next to him and all around, courtiers and friends of
the king were sitting. The others began to talk to him, and before
the king could appear at the threshold, and they inquired about
Bovve’s country and Bovve’s home, and what life was like there,
and how things were, and about the customs and traditions. And
Bovve told them about his country, about his land and other lands
that he had seen and he had passed through, and he made a good
impression on the guests, and they liked him and they fele warmly
toward him, especially when they heard why he was here and why
he had come, and that he had brought a remedy for the king, as of
that night, the very first, and the king felt fine and dandy, and to-
day, and this was the very first time since his illness began, that he
had invited his friends and was having a banquet with them, and so
they loved Bovve even more, and they surrounded him with even
more respect and attention, and they asked him about everything
and about his entire life, and Bovve answered and replied to their
questions.

And then, a door leading from another room into the dining hall
opened, and the king himself appeared, he who had been isolated
and not seen for so long, but now he looked fine and kingly, just as
he had looked before his illness, slightly under the weather and
slightly estranged, but he was back, and back as ever, and slowly
recovering his health. He appeared, and the lords and the friends of
the king at their places and at their chairs stood up and remained
standing, and encountered the king, and Bovve too, he too, was
among the standing lords. And the king looked at the company and
at the guests who were gathered here, and first he wanted to see
one man, one special guest, and he saw him then—Bovve. And the
king strode over from the threshold, and the king strode over to
Bovve, and his face shone upon Bovve, and he greeted him, and he
smiled at him, and he led him from his place to another place, and
then, and telling him to sit down in this new place, the king turned
to the lords and to his friends, and greeting all of them and then
cach in turn, he hailed them and expressed his friendship to all:

“Grecetings, lords,” the king then said, “greetings, and for such a
long time, of not seeing one another and my not appearing in your
company—but you know the reason, and the fault is not the king’s.
And know, lords, that the king would not be with you now, and I

would not be seeing your faces or you mine, if it hadn’t been tor
this man, if it hadn’t been for this best friend of the king.”

And the king told the lords what they already knew, what they
had found out from the servants when summoned to the king, when
they had asked the reason why they were summoned, and the ser-
vants had told them the reason. The king told them a second time,
and the lords listened with respect, and they were glad and they
were cheerful, and they kept looking at Bovve, the benefactor to
the king. When the king had finished telling the story, he turned to
Bovve and found him where he had shown him his place. And then
the king signaled to the lords, and the lords sat down wherever they
sat whenever sitting at a feast. And sitting down, and quietly, and
respectfully, but amicably, as ever, they began the banquet, the
beautifully prepared and quietly readied feast.

And the company ate, and the company chatted, and the
company drank and exchanged all the news, all the new things that
had happened in the capital, and all the events that had occurred
throughout the land, and not only their country, but other coun-
tries, nearby and far away, and all the things that people, passing
through, had told. And the king was interested in all the news, and
kept asking the tellers and inquiring about everything, and letting
nothing slip by, and hearing all that was vital and crucial. And thus,
and hearing the news, and thus, and feeling of good cheer, the king
kept remembering Bovve, and turned to him as well, and thus, and
addressing him, he chatted with him every time, and kept drawing
him into the general conversation.

And thus they chatted through the banquet, and the feasting
lasted well into the night, and didn’t end until day was past and
darkness was come. And then they got up from their lengthy
sitting, and they took their leave of the king, wishing him a speedy
recovery and a total recuperation. And then, and after nodding his
head and bowing his head to everyone, the king left the dining hall
and went to his chambers, and Bovve went to his room to spend an-
other night in the palace, and the lords went home, and each to his
family and to his household.

And the king slept that second night too, and he spent that sec-
ond night, too, in sleep, and the king was becoming better and bet-
ter, and every day made him healthier and healthier. And a week
went by, and two weeks wore by, and the king returned to his ear-
lier condition, and his interest returned in the kingdom and in ev-



TR PR oY vhenyT yhyaoe pr ey ToRDYNY YD

OURDIN T D WORR WT Prooka qynys Thamy
JOPI T IPIPOUNT P PR vIXY A R Ay
19T TRIWT PR PYNOYIT P awie vy

1% I PRORT PR P80 yhya 8 v oxaa”

UK K33 LK LW PR PRID PP ATY0-boN)
DRI T 1oAY PR LY PR DIYIY wov s ™
FITT AR PE 0T 12K J0YBR I9KI PR IRT PR w0
FIITT 1A JROIO PL VT 128 OINYIWPYI 0WWIYOYA
PET WIS PR DY IOOT MR WIS PR 0aphys
DIYOYIPYNR LIKI MR

TIRIWT PR LINK T YHY0w PR IR PR Do
T3 D LIWLEYY ) PR DUY Jympya bRl yaben
PR DRI KO 1P PR P 1P 1D PR »1havw wsy
PD T PR 1387 TROIWLOIYD T W1 by qoyanya
T OPR B N33 K3 PO PR vpPYAR s
IORIWYI BROW AXOW WUT PR PR 0WIYLYY Yy
J387 AMTIBYIV YIPOROWYIIOR IR YIOW BF PR Mg PR
ORI R OTMT PR LR X 7T Dyuoiys & oyavx RRlki
P hp Rk JMT R PIENhpIL & YN o
BYT PR JOIY3 OYT TINIPIPHRINK PR PUOTIRD BYT
PRETIRTPRAT 11 vm ymabn-oibn oyt gy
DIROYAIIR

MOIRID T PE UK PNPIONN PR LdNys PN
B OPRDRIO¥D R PR JUIPTI R YN 8 W X pom
DN T PIYDYIL YORR T DK T LEA Y M
83 JAFIYILM 3PN [PIK YOYPBY-IPINKN OXT LK 1R
WOYUOYIIRD Pr LLRLLYL TR DB DR KD PR /1Y
PR TR DTPLYR JabYr o PR JAYIoNR 1351 Joon

PRORETom DYIY PR PR UIRIIKD DYy PR o1 oRn Yy
T ROYORRIPYNE PR JPNNR DR PE Y LRI 5 1AYIYS
¥ LIXIDRD DK PR YL X 0PPYY DR PN PYpLIN
. DRI TR PR PR e T8 R R e SOTIPIP
TDARTYA MR IR IDIIPAR DN Pr 7

TIWT DYWL T WD K32 /OYIIRD OYEY WD —
TR OEN M3 DYT 9YOMR oNND IR vhnyT LI
T8I YoyIBY ORT PI PX LRT LISIYS LORPYT T agn
BB DIDIYD ¥ X ORT I¥n ONT :JIPOKM LY DX M1 &
I DY OV PM POT BITIWPKT OEN PR JoROY X 1
LYN YOYBY OXT PR bOYM YoyIBY ORT 1R oy
ToR3 9y vYN MYLIYERI-DIAYS & W PR R ToRa
2R Y DIIN VW3 YUIang yn 21yayb px vy
17 DOYN TORA PR WA PR YN W JOAR v
TP PIE 97 0y vyn Toxa yhyow DX /JDINT ORT
OMR DT P21 X DYI RIMW P 287 PR SR RTR PN
TBUDRT TR /ya1paa jayb 87 vyn yhyvsw oxT PR
DOPRT DY PT LYWD IR PR VD LIP3 X vy Yoy
qr8Y Joya vw Pr oy

PRORI3 DR OPWNPE PINRNPIRD PR YobR 07 PR
IR33 7D Pr vgn YmdRTob YT PR eabwys ayuen
TOOR DX JRT DX BYNYIIPYION IWIYOY3 700 o PR
CTSIYNE YOy uw 10 nranhya me pe

BYT JXT T LRA pMRIonR PR whyvwyIme PR -
39y TRR YOR M PR Svw m qubR BYT nvan-bya
PPND PR LIKINED PRD P LYY YoywY PR P
TWO R PR UYPRIM K PR YOyLY PR vign 07 o
TAMR ND BINT POYVO WT W LAy vrpYLY-pIK
U BYICOp T Yayuoayn 11 D wK 71 9y vy

N5 PR PR (POVY PR — DT A PT PROUR P Y
-~y APIMR LYW HINW T YN JubYT DR PR 3T
DR} T PID DMPIMR PR XD M YAy Ty vy
»3 0I1 YHYPLIRD DRT IYXMY LRI VT WY PO PR
7 DIDYYIDMR DY X YMUYNIR YRNYAIR YPpRROP YT
PR OIPARPIPIR P PR PR URIOYIIPIR Hynw
LLPI TRT PR IPLIVARI K — YNYI wIYN X OYBY OKT
PR AT PR DORIIRD TR PR 1LIWT PR AYWRIR PP
SYT T LRA PIYPIPT X YNY P PR qUOR DYT
YOR IR PT OPIPYINIR AT PR UK YOON K wIyn
By T YOYLY DILLR DMK TRIWT PR DOV O
-YMY BYT X 9P PR YMUYA T3 BYT I PR LHYLUI
Sy 7PN, PR OPIR DIBYYR PO T BYT PO IR
MR PR PR WY PR PN, BT PPN CTRIYT RS
DN PR -+ - BOXIGB PR YAy PUOw HYNw e 9y7
93 PP WT PR PR A9 9T ee7IPURR YT A
LIPPLYLORIIRD PR PR DYNY PUTOPIR PR PP

192 YENNE VELT

erything pertaining to the kingdom, and his interest kept growing,
and nothing slipped by, no details and no trivia, that didn’t spark his
interest. And then one day, Bovve told the servants he wanted to
see the king, and the king ordered that Bovve be admitted, and
Bovve came before him, and halted before him, and bowed in deep
respect—and then, and after properly bowing, Bovve addressed him
and said to him:

“Your Majesty, your health and well-being have returned to you,
and your dread and your terror have left your thoughts, and 1 am
certain and confident that your healing is complete, and solid and
sure, and the cure is for the rest of your life, and therefore, and 1
have come to you to tell you that my being here is no longer
needed.”

Having spoken, he waited for the king’s answer and for the
king’s response. And the king took a while to answer and then the
king said to Bovve and suggested that he stay a while, here in his
home, his palace. But Bovve once again addressed the king, and he
said to the king:

“Do not detain me, Your Majesty, for you do know, and I did
tell you, and indeed I told you for what and for whom I went out
in the world, and that they are waiting for me in the royal palace,
and that they’re looking out for my return to the royal palace, and
therefore my request to you, Your Majesty, and therefore, please
do not keep me here any longer.”

“All right,” said the king after holding his tongue and quietly
thinking about Bovve’s plea, and then agreeing to it, and staring at
his standing and staying before him, with love and devotion: “All
right, Bovve, go and prepare for tomorrow, prepare yourself for
going away.”

And the king for tomorrow ordered that another feast be
prepared, and let the lords all come together, and again the cour-
tiers were to gather, for the king was saying farewell to his friend,
and the king’s will and wish was that all should say farewell to him.

And that was what happened: The banquet was prepared for
the next day, and the banquet was huge, and such as was rarely
given in the palace, and the lords came, and they were dressed and
adorned in a lordly fashion. And the lords sat down, and all around,
and all as always, and all of them in their usual places, and the king
addressed the company, and all who were sitting around the table.
He pointed to Bovve who was sitting at his right, and he drew the

company’s attention and their eyes toward Bovve, and then he
turned to the company, and he said to the guests:

“Lords and my friends, my friend will be leaving us shortly, our
friend can no longer stay with us, and so we say farewell to him to-
day, and we wish him all the best for his journey. But how can we
reward him well?”

“With gold and silver, with precious things, and all the wealth
that we own,” was the response of the lords.

The king, after the response of the lords, turned to Bovve, and
fixed his gaze on him, and thus, gazing, he waited for his word, he
waited for him to speak:

“No, dear lords,” Bovve cried out. “I don’t need any gold or
silver, and I have no need of precious things or valuables, for a
wanderer doesn’t require unnecessary objects, for all those things
would be heavy for a wanderer: And so I thank you, and so I
renounce any valuables.”

“If such is the case, dear lords,” the king then cried out, “if he
doesn’t need any gold or silver, and if riches and wealth are heavy
for him, then I have something else for him, I have something that
will lighten his travels. And that is my wolf-horse, and that, as you
know, lords, was brought to me by a gypsy at my coronation, and
the gypsy told me and he taught me when he gave it to me: The
wolf is lacking a front tooth, the wolf has lost a tooth. If a man

mounts him, and the man has a wolf’s tooth, and he ties it to a long
stick and sticks out the stick before the wolf’s eyes, the wolf will
whirl and whiz away, and he will chase the tooth in front of him,
and he’ll run for a day, and then another day, and streak across an
entire country, and thus in a short while he will cross not just one
land but several lands. ... And now I will give this wolf-horse to
my friend and my healer, and also the tooth with which I was
healed by my friend, and I hope and I pray that my friend will ac-
cept, and I have faith and confidence that my friend will thus be
spared a great deal of travail and trouble.”

And now the king told the company to eat and drink and enjoy
themselves: Eat and drink and honor his friend, and wish him a
happy journey and a joyous homecoming, and might he be healthy
and travel in health, and as all the lords and as the king himself
wished him.

And they ate and they drank and they obeyed the king, and they
honored Bovve and wished him well, and Bovve returned their
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wishes all. And the king himself ate and drank and was unusually
merry and unusually cheery, and he rejoiced in Bovve and his
friendship, and he shook his hand and thanked him and embraced
him. And when he had thanked him and rejoiced in him, and when
all had eaten and drunk, the king then turned to Bovve and told
him to make ready for his journey.

And Bovve obeyed, and he left the table, and went back to his
room, and there he put his pouch upon his back and took his stick
into his hand, and having thus dressed himself and reassumed his
beggarly look, he went back into the dining hall, where the king
and the lords were waiting for him. And all of them turned toward
the door, and all of them went out through the door—first the king,
and Bovve after him, and after Bovve, all the lords, and all the ser-
vants of the king.

They came from the palace into the courtyard, and then to a
corner of the courtyard, to a stable, a huge one, closed and secluded
from all the other buildings, a stable with many horses and chariots.
And they opened the stable, and all of them entered, and they went
past many stalls and pens, avoiding them and ignoring them, and
they came to a corner, and the king told the riding master to open a
little room that was barred. And the riding master opened it and led
out a wolf—a gray wolf, that was acting wild, and that looked like a
dog. And he led it out, and the king told him to muzzle it, and he
muzzled it. And then the king took the wolf’s tooth from his neck
and ordered a servant to tie it to a stick for Bovve. And the servant
tied the tooth to a stick, and then they led the wolf out of the
stable, and through the courtyard, and in full sight of everyone, and
they came to the gates, and they opened the gates for him. And
now the king turned to Bovve, and made his farewells, and he bade
him farewell, and he hugged him and kissed him, and then he told
all the lords to bid him farewell, and that was what they did. And
then the king motioned to Bovve to mount the wolf—and Bovve got
astride the wolf. And then, and when Bovve took hold of the stick
with the wolf’s tooth and stretched it out in front of the wolf and
in front of his eyes, the wolf surged forward from his place and
from before the gates, and quickly and swiftly, from in front of the
king and in front of the lords of the king, he bore Bovve out into
the street and bore him on his back out of the city.

“Be well, stay well!” were his words to the king and the entire

company with the king, as the rider rode out into the street, and
turning his head.

“Fare thee well, and have a happy journey!” they shouted after
him, the entire company, with ‘the king at its head, by the gates.

And Bovve rode away, and he galloped away on the wolf, and
Bovve sped out of the capital, and then he came into the country,
and the wolf carried him, and the wolf never swerved from carry-
ing him, and Bovve always held out the stick, and he never re-
moved it from the eyes of the wolf, and the wolf sped on and the
wolf dashed on, and he charged and streaked, like a wind through
the fields, and he flew, and even faster than a wind, and never
halted anywhere, and never rested in any place, and at last, and he
left that country, and he entered a second country, and thus,
coming from the second into the third, and at last to the land where
he had to come, and into the capital, where the king and his daugh-

ter lived, to the very palace, and to the very gates, and Bovve ar-
rived. ...

16 .

And the news came out, and the rumor spread, and the tidings
soon reached the royal palace—and Bovve was back. The first to
hear were the servants themselves, and they hurried from room to
room, and tried to outrun and to outdistance one another. And
rushing and scurrying, and breathlessly, they dashed from wing to
wing in the palace, and thus, and rushing, and thus, and dashing,
they ran together, and barely could shout the message, and barely
could yell out the news:

“Bovve! Bovve is back!!!”

And turmoil and tumult, and clamor and cries filled the
palace, and soon the king strode out of the palace, and Bovve came
hurrying toward him, and fell upon his heart and his throat, and the
king fell into a faint, and Bovve brought him back to his senses, and
the two of them went into the princess’s chamber, and Bovve knelt
down before the princess, and his beloved lay as earlier, and as he
had left her—with gaping eyes, and her body stretched out and coy-
ered, and with eyes staring straight at one point, and her limbs and
her parts unstirring from their long lying.

Bovve stood up from his kneeling, and he picked up his pouch
and his belongings, and he pulled out the mirror, the present from
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the fortuneteller, and he put it in front of his beloved, and she
stared into it and didn’t stop staring, and her eyes were fixed upon
the mirror and they didn’t swerve from it at all, and soon her face
began to change, and her eyes began to come alive and leave their
glassiness and their fixed staring. And then she saw
of her, and a joy, an enormous joy, possessed her
from her place, from her earlier lying,
her body, and all at once, and with a ¢
from her heart, she flung
“Bovve! My Bovve!”
And her voice returned to the king’

turned to the king’s daughter, her youth and her liveliness, her
youthful life, and for a time she couldn’t stop hugging Bovve—and
then, and when they let one another g0, and then, and when they
came apart for a while, they only grabbed each other again, and
thus, and falling upon one another, and thus, and holding one an-

other, and not letting go, they remained in one another’s arms and
couldn’t tear themselves loose foratime . . ..

And the king watched the two of them,
freely, and the king stared at the children,
torrents, and when the children had quicted
his friend, his old and beloved friend, the st
come right away, and after the stargazer.
to gather this very day,
overjoyed with the king,
asked him for his counsel:
or should they wait with
“Now!” And so they broug

Bovve in front
, and she stirred
and she sat up and she lifted
ry, a terrible shout, that tore
herself upon Bovve, upon her beloved:

s daughter, and her youth re-

and his tears rolled
and his tears came in
down, the king sent for
argazer, and he had him
, all the lords—and all were
at court. And all of them came and were
and the king turned to the stargazer and
Should the marriage be celebrated soon,
the wedding? lAnd the stargazer said:

ht out the wedding canopy, and all the
court was overjoyed with a rare joy, and all caroused with a rare
delight, and the two children loved one another and couldn’t stop
loving one another, and the king wept and couldn’t Stop weeping,
and—and 1, too, was there at that wedding

and ate gingerbread,
and ... whoever doesn’t want to remember this tale, he can forget
it.
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