Yiddish writing in America, 1905-1925

DR. RUTH WISSE

Autumn 1975 - YIVO 1619

This course will introduce and examine the work of American Yiddish
writers known as "Di yunge", with a heavier concentration on poetry than
prose reflecting the relative achievement of the literature., We will
attempt to locate these writers in their social and historical context;
to relate their work comparatively to contemporary Buropean and Americanm
literary movements; to assess its role in the development of Yiddish
literature, Primarily, however, the course will focus on the work itself,
on thematic and formal elements in the individual poems and stories of the
major writers, and on their evolving oeuvres.

Requirements: OCne class report
One major paper
Weekly reading and preparation for class discussion

September 8: Introduction
The social and literary background of Americam Yiddish

writing, 1905
Derivative and innovative qualities in the work of

"Di yunge"

The nature of the group

September 29: Mani Leib

October 20: Zzishe Landau, Reuven Ayzland (Iceland)
The inner circle and the periphery

The Shrifm .

November 3: Moishe Leib Halpern

November 17: H. Leivick
J. Opatoshu

December 8: Lamed Shapiro
David Ignatoff
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