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WHAT MUST THE POPULATION OF A CITY BE IN ORDER THAT

sponding to the number of the minor Sanhedrin, and three rows of

" ITMAY QUALTFYFORA sANHEbkm?' A HUNDRED AND TWENTY,
etc. What is the reason for.that number?é—Twenty-three, corre- =

twenty-three,” make ninety-two. Adding the ten ‘batlanim’8 of the .

Synagogue, we have a hundred and two. Then, a further two
clerks, 9 two sheriffs, ' two litigants, two witnesses, two zomenim, '*

and two torefutethe zomemim, ' gives a hundred and fourteen
Moreover, it i1as been taught:|A scholar should not reside ina city |

| " where the following ten things are aot found: A court of justice

| that imposes flagellation and decrees penalties; a charity fund:
| collected by two and distributed by three;? a Synagogue; public
| baths; a convenience; a circumeiser; a surgeon, a notary;} a slaugh-
| terer4and a school-master.5 R. Akiba is quoted [as including] also
several kinds of fruit [in the list], because these are beneficialé to”
| the eyesight. o T S
"R, NEHEMIA SAYS,

[TWo HUNDRED AND TIHIRTY etc.]. It has
been taught: Rabbi said: [184] [The population must be] two
hundred and seventy-seven.7 But has it not been taught: Rabbi
said, [The population must be] two huridred and seventy-eight?
—There is no difficulty: The one statement is according to R. .
Judah;8 the other according to the Rabbis.s ot

. Our Rabbis taught: And place such over them to be rulers of thousands,
rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties and rulers of tens:© The rulers of
thousands amounted to six. hundred;" those of hundreds, six
thousand; those of fifties, twelve thousand; and those of tens, sixty
thousand. Hence the total number of judges in Israel was seventy-
eight thousand and six hundred.

Hanina? (6) Lit., ‘what has (the number) to do (with that)?" (7) Usually seated

» behind the Sanhedrin for the purpase of completing courts. For full explanation,
V. Mishnah, infra 374. (8) obw3 fr. b3 ‘to rest from labour’, ‘to be at ease or
idle’, hence men with leisure. Ten such men were appointed in every Com-
munity to attend religious services, in order to ensure the requisite quorum for
public' worship—the minyan, v, Meg. 3b.. (9) To take down notes for the

. prosecution and defence, v. infra 37a. . (10) The court beadles, who summoned
the litigants and carried out the court sentences, such as lageilation. (1) V.
Glos. No testimoay is valid if there is no possibility of its being refuted. Hence

" two are necessarv for that. (12) As a further precaution, lest false witnesses
-be hired to refute the first two. 'x

(1) movz, kupah, the communal fund from which distributions in money were
made to the poor every Friday. B.B. 8b, (2) V. B.B. 8b. (3) For writing
scrolls, ete. (4) Rashal deletes this; in that case, the charity fund ranks as
two institutions, viz., the collection and distribution. (5) Rashi suggests the
following persons as the six necessary to camplete the hundred and twenty:
viz., the two collectors and three distributors of charity, and one man capable.
of practising all the other professions. (6) Lit., ‘enlighten’. (7) Tosef. IIL
Two hundred and thirty in accordance with R. Nehemia, and forty-seven held
in reserve for increasing the number of the court of twenty-three, where one
is uncertain and the rest equally divided, adding two ata time, up to a maximum
of seventy or seventy-one, v. infra 400. (8) Requiring only seventy to constitute

the Sanhedrin. (g) Requiring seventy-one, (10) Ex, XVIII, 21. (11) Since the -

population consisted of 600,000. Likewise for the other officials. (Ex. XI1 35.).
[This is to teach chat the judges were included in the number of each respective
group (Tank. Mishipatin). .
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The Letlec of Eldaot fte Dasite (ta. #80)

geihj hy leHer 4o fre Jows of Spain accarduk‘
1o o text printed ia Ttaly atowt sYgO

And a Jew, a Merchant of the tribe of Issachar,
found me and bought me for 32 gold picces and
brought me back with him to his country. They
live in the mountains of the sea-coaét ® and belong
to the land of the Medes and Persians. They fulfil
the command * the book of this law shall not depart
from thy mouth . The yoke of sovereignty is not
upon them but only the yoke of the law. Among
them are leaders of hoéts but they fight with no man.
They only dispute as to the law, and they live in peace
and ‘comfort and there is no disturber and no evil
chance. They dwell in a country ten days’ journey
by ten days, and they have great flocks and camels
and asses and slaves, but they do not rear horses.
lh_ey carry no weapons, except the slaughterer’s
knife, and there is not among them any oppression
or robbery and, even if they should find on the road
garments or money, they would not étretch forth
their hand to take it. But near them are wicked
men, fire-worshippers, who take their own mothers
and sisters to wife, but them they do not hurt. They
have a Judge, and I asked about him and they said
his name was Nachshon, and they praltice the four

JEWISH TRAVELLERS

death penalties according to the law, and they speak
Hebrew and Persian.

6

And the sons of Zebulun arc encamped in the
hills of Paron and reach to their (i.e. Issachar’s)
neighbourhood and pitch tents made of hairy skins
which come to them from the land of Armenia, and
they reach up to the Euphrates, and they prattice
business and thev observe the four death penalties

| inflicted by the court.

7

And the tribe of Reuben is over against them behind
Mount Paron, and there is peace and brotherhood
and companionship between them, and they go
together to war and make roads and divide the spoils
amongst themselves, and they go on the highroads
of the Kings of Media and Persia and they speak
Hebrew and Persian, and they possess scripture
and Mishna, Talmud, and Haggadah, and every
Sabbath they read the law with accents, the text in
Hebrew and the interpretation (Targum) thereof
in Persian.

8

And the tribe of Ephraim and half tribe of Manasseh
are there in the mountains over againt the city of
Mecca, the stumbling block of the Ishmaelites.
They are §trong of body and of iron heart. They
are horse-men and take the road and have no pity
on their enemies, and their only livelihood comes of
spoil. They are mighty men of war. One is match
for a thousand.

9
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And the tribe of Simeon and the half tribe of .
Manasseh live in the country of the Babylonians * 3
six months’ journey away, and they are the most -

e

4

ELDAD THE DANITE

numerous of all of them, and thev take tribute from
five and twenty kingdoms and some Ishmaclites
pay them tribute.

10
And in our country we say that it is a tradition

among us that ye are the sons of the captivity, the:

t'.'ibe. qf Judah and the tribe of Benjamin under the
dominion of the hecathen in an unclean land, who
were scattered under the Romans who deétroyed
the Temple of our God, and under the Greeks and
the Ishmaelites, may their sword pierce their heart
and may their bones be broken !

II

We have a tradition from father to son that we
the sons of Dan, were aforetime in the land of Ismei
dwellers in tents and among all the tribes of Israel
there were none like us men of war and mighty of
valour. And, when Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who
caused Isracl to sin and made two golden c;lvcs
arose over them, the kingdom of the house of David
was sl(wlded and the tribes gathered together and
said, *“ Come and fight against Rehoboam and againgt
Je_rusalem.” They answered, “ Why should we fight
with our brothers and with the son of our lord David
King of Israel and Judah? God forbid ! " Then

- said the elders of Israel, “ You have not in all the

tL{lbes of Israel ‘mighty ones like the tribe of Dan.”
;_lt once they sald.to the children of Dan, *“ Arise and
“gélt with the children of Judah.” They answered
witliv the life of Dan our fath?r, we will not make wm’-
o our bro_thers and we will not shed blood.” At
e bwe children of Dan took swords and lances
i ows, and devoted ourselves to death to go forth
a1 the land of Israel, for we saw we could not stay,
weJet us go hence and find a reéting place, but if

wait until the end they will take us away.” So
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we took heart and counsel to go to Lluvpt to destroy
it and to kill all its inhabitants.  Our prince said to
us, “Is it not written, ve shall not continue to sce - Cit

it again for ever f How will vou prosper #”" They ., days’ journey, and they slew the men of Ethiopia
said, “ Let us go againt Amalek or acainst Edom # and unto this very day, they fight with the chi]d[;e‘r,
or against Ammon and Moab to destroy them and :  of the kingdoms of Ethiopia, !
let us dwell in their place.”  Our princes said, ““ It
is written in the law that the Holy One, blessed be ) 13

He, has prevented Isracl from crossing their border. \ ﬁ”.d {thcse tribes, belpg Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and
Finally we took counsel to go to Egvpt, but not by : Sdm', dwell in the ancient Havilah,5 where gold is
the way that our fathers went and not to destroy it, (‘"’d in goodly places in the kingdom of the Paravim
but only to go there to cross the River Pishon (Lower “M“ ;{3‘ the rule of Oreinos), and they trusted in thejr
Nile) to the land of Ethiopia and, behold, when we % ]a er, .an_d the Lord helped them. These tribes
came ncar to Egypt, all Egypt was afraid and sent X P"‘iced their hands on th
to us asking, ““ls it war or peace " and we said, ¥ :md every year they make war with the seven kingdoms
“ For peace ; we will cross vour country to the River AN ,IS‘CVe{l countries. The names of these kingdoms
Pishon, and there we will find a resting place,” and, & art& ussina, Kamti, Kuba, Tariogi, Takula, Karma
behold, they did not believe us, but all Egypt €tood < :." Kalom,“_ and they are on the other side of the
on guard until we crossed their country and arrived ¥ Sgll'ers of Etlllop{a- These four tribes have gold and
in the land of Ethiopia. We found it a good and fat §; ‘V?l‘ and precious stones, and much sheep and
land, and, in it, ficlds, enclosures, and gardens. i e and camels and Asses, and they sow and they
They could not restrain the children of Dan from :cap, and they dwell in tents, and, when they wili
dwelling with them, for they took the land by might 2 eg Journey and encamp in tents, from border tq
and, behold, though they wished to kill them 2.1]], order, two days by two days'journey, and in the place
they had to pay tribute to Israel, and we dwelt with f, re is no place where the foot
them many vears, and increased and multiplied :
greatly and held great riches.

ELDAD THE DANITE

being Naphtali, Gad, and Asher
own to the lalpd of Ethiopia and encamped in the
wilderness until they came to thejr border, a twenty

» Journeved on their

. 4
Ee  And their King’s name is Uzzjel

Afterwards Sennacherib, King of Assyria, arose t‘\exr. great prince Elizaphan, of the child f

and took the Reubenites and the Gadites and the §; ‘ph_()]lab, of the tribe of Dan,’ and their b’":‘cn )

half tribe of Manasseh captive, and took them to White and written thercon in black g * H g (l;

Halah and Habor and the River Gozan, and the cities {* 5rael, the Lord our God is one God,” ar;d wh;?rt,hey

of Media. And Sennacherib arose a second time and ' 3¢¢k to

80 out to war the crier calls wit]
. . . ' : : 1 the
took captive the tribe of Asher and the tribe of{- °f the frumpet, and the lord of the hosts Comes;o::g

Naphtali and led them to the land of Assyria, and, ’{ thzu armies go forth one hundred and twent
after the death of Sennacheril, three tribes of Israel, g sand (?) with small white bannerettes. y
3
!
i
5

and the name of

d

Ever
10 11 ¥

1
i

e neck of theijr enemies ©

JEWISH TRAVELLERS

three months, a different tribe goes out to war, ang
the tribe remains three months awav, and all thar they
bring from the spoil of their encemies thev divide among
their own tribe. But the descendants of Samson,
of the tribe of Dan, are superior to all. They never
run away, for that were a great shame to them.” They
are numerous as the sands of the sea, and have no
employment but war and, whensoever they fight,
they say it is not good for mighty men to fiee, let
them die young, but let them not flee, let them
strengthen their heart unto God, and several times they
say and cry all of them together, * Hear, O Israel,
our God is one God,” and then they all take hecd.

LS

And thus they do till their three months are over
and then they return and they bring all their spoil to King
Uzziel, and he divides it with all Israel, and this is
their étatute from King David until this day, and
King Uzziel takes his share and the King gives a
share to all the wise men, sages of the law, dwellers
in tents, and afterwards all take their portion, and
the lord of the hoét his share. Thus they do in the
three months when Naphtali goes out, and in the
three months when Gad goes out, and so (Asher);
all of them until twelve months are completed, and
then they repeat in succession.

16

As to the tribe of Moses our teacher, on whom
be peace, the righteous servant of God whose name

is called with us the tribe of Fanus, for he fled from
idolatry and clove to the fear of God, the sea surrounds '

them, three months’ journey by three months. They
dwell in glorious houses and fine buildings and caétles,

and train elephants for themselves in their times of -

joy.  No unclean thing is to be found with them,

12

)
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ELDAD THE DANITE

no unclean fowl, no unclean beadt, no unclean cattle,

no flics, no fleas, no lice, no toxes, no scorpions,
no serpents, and no dogs. Al these were in the
idolatrous land, where they had been in servitude.
They have only sheep, oxen, and fowls, and their sheep
bring forth twice a year. They sow seed twice a year ;
they sow and they reap and they have gardens and
ofives and pomegranates and figs and all kinds of
beans and cucumbers and melons and onions and

warlic and barley and wheat, and from one comes
torth a hundred.

17
They are of perfet faith and their Talmud is all
in Hebrew, and thus they learn, “ Thus taught us
our Rabbis, from the mouth of Joshua the son of

Nun, from the mouth of our father Moses, from the
mouth of the Almighty,” But they know not the

Rabbis, for these were of the Second Temple and

e,

they did not reach them.

18

And they can speak only the Holy tongue and they
Al take ritual baths and never swear. They cry out

gainst him that takes the name of God in vain, and say

© that by the sin of cursing your sons would die young.

Wt they are long lived and live a hundred or 120

. Mtars and no son dies in his father’s lifetime, and they

" rach three or four generations, and they sow and
. "ap themselves, for they have no manservants or

© Madservants, and

they are all equal, and do not

* shut thejr houses at night for that would be shame

tx" tlze{n, and a young man goes with the flocks ten
S Journey and fears neither robbers nor ghodls.

.y are all Levites and have not among them either
fet or Israelite, and they abide in the sandtity of
*0ses our teacher, the servant of the Lord.

I3
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19

Moreover, they see no man and no men see them
except these four tribes, whordwcll on the other side 5
of the rivers of Ethiopia. There is a place where %
these can see each other and speak if they cry out, g’:
but the River Sambation is between t_hemz’an((ii glcy 5
ell, “ Thus it happened to us in war time,”” and they ;.
Eell’ all Israel whaf happened to them. When they ‘
want anything important, they have a kind of pigeon -
known among them and they write their letters i
and fasten them to the wings or to the feet of the
pigeon, and these cross the River Sambation and the ki
pigeons come to their Kings and their Princes. They ¥z
also have very many precious $tones and silver and ¥4
gold, and they sow flax and they rear cochineal and
make pleasant garments without end and are five
times as numerous as those that came out of Egypt,
for they are innumerable. The breadth of that river
is 200 cubits bowshot, and the river is full of large§
and small §tones and the sound of them rumbles.
like a great §torm, like a tempest at sea and, in the ;i
night, the sound of it is heard a day’s journey and they &t
have with them six wells and they all unite into on;
lake and therefrom they irrigate their land, an .
therein are clean edible fish. The river runs and the 4
§tones and sand rumble during the six working daygi 4
but on the seventh day it rests and is tranquil unti &
the end of Sabbath. And on the other side of thcgﬁ‘
river, on the side where the four tribes dwell, is ;
fire which flames on Sabbath and no man can appma::‘lj ;
within amile. And this is my name, Eldad ben Mah
ben Ezekiel ben Hezekiah ben Aluk ben Abner beﬂ;:_,g
Shemaiah ben Hater ben Hur b;n Elkanah ben{g
Hillel ben Tobias ben Pedath ben Ainon ben Naamar
ben Taam ben Taami ben Onam ben Gaul ber
Shalom ben Caleb ben Omram ben Dumain bﬂ‘;"_ﬁ;
Obadiah ben Abraham ben Joseph ben Moses be

14
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ELDAD THE DANITE

Jacob ben Kappur ben Ariel ben Asher ben Job ben
Shallum ben Elihu ben Ahaliab ben Ahisamach ben
Hushim ben Dan ben Jacob our father, on whom
be peace and on all Israel,

These letters this Lord Eldad sent to Spain in
the year 43 (883), and this Lord Eldad was full of
law and commandments and, if a man sits with him
from morning until evening, he does not cease to
converse on the law in the Holy tongue and his words
are swecter than honey and the honeycomb. May
the Lord give him a good reward in this world and
in the world to come.,

Here endeth the Book of Eldad the Danite.

CASE AS TO ELDAD THE DANITE

(according to the text printed at Constantinople in 1519)

This_question the men of Kairouan asked of the
Gaon Rabbenu Zemach with reference to Eldad
the Danite of the tribes in ancient Havilah, in the
land of Ethiopia, who had come unto them [after
sundry greetings to the Gaon).

eitknown to your Lordship that a man has become
our guest whose name is Eldad the Danite of the
tribe of Dan, and he has told us that there are four
tribes in one place, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
Its name is the ancient Havilah where is the gold,
and they have 2 Judge called Abdon, and they use
the f:our methods of death penalty, and dwell in tents
and journey and encamp from place to place. They
ght with the five (?seven) Kings of Ethiopia and the
extent of their land is seven months’ journey. Five
of those Kings surround them at the back and on two
Jdes, and fight with them at all times, and whoever
18 faint-hearted is put into God's camp.’ They
Possess the whole of the Bible, but they do not read
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