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IN ONE OF the last entries in his
diary of the Warsaw Ghetto, Haim
Kaplan records the urgings of his
friends to give up 'his painstaking
labours “Why?’ they challenged.
“For what purpose? Will you live to
see it published? Will these words of
yours reach the ears of future
generations? How?”

The “future generations,” in a
kind of silent dialogue that *has

svolved between the living and the . =

ead since 1945, can now verify that
Kaplan’s words have reached them.

For years though it did seem that
ill that had been written in the ghet-
:0s and camps and all that had been
:ndured there would be consigned-
‘0 oblivion. But, eventually, along-
vith ‘other documents and the
estimonies of survivors, the jour-
1als of Kaplan and Emmanuel
Ringelblum and  the. diaries of
Moshe Flinker and, above all, of
Anne Frank, have claimed their.
slace in Western civilization, *

They.are the source material fora .
listory that has been meticulously -
sieced together over the last three
lecades- despite Nazi ‘attempts, to
ibliterate all traces of their deeds;
he Holocaust emerges as one.of ths -
nost thoroughly researched periods:*
n modern Jewish history. :

‘As explanatory theories’ began to

i@’
‘they. were - qunckly v

»e formulated put of the morass of
letail that the scholars were sifting
hroughy
ranslated into systems of meaning, .
)y the architects .of. national sym-
sols ‘— 'in part because it is un- -
rearable to think that any historical.
ivent, no matter how terrible, does:.
lot carry some-meaning or lesson
or the surviving remnant.

If itheodicies and culturat
)rogrammes could be “eérected on

he ruins of the two Temples, then i

urely, it seemed, we’'tould at least

yuild secular ideologies and cultural -

riorities on the ashes of Treblinka,

But the transmon from explana-
ion to meaning may have beefi too ':
ibrupt; the codification’ of legends

ind ‘myths and rituals obscuring or

hort-cnrcultmg the long and' pamfu[
srocess of facing the past: .
“Auschwitz and the Warsaw Gheg %
@ became symbols too soon;
jociety needed: to. crystallize
imorphous forces. around central
md unambxguous imagcs.

’ERHAPS WE HAVE ﬁowrcached
he - stage’ \yhcre we are, mature
‘nough — or tronbled enough it

g-€xamine some of our most sacred. -
nyths; If the legend-of Bar Kochba, -
vhichrhas influenced the memory of
hc

anc:ent past and infused mean-
:4h 'gccds of the present.,
anined; th.c,\\;;mc mdx
! tm'-shmna.ﬁal of certain”

"had’charted: their individual -
‘courses.: The new Israclis were
* recryited into- “the macrofamxly of
an evot\(mg

“ing,- that: sharpen -the.” differences
~between the.two groupss

MYTHS AND
MEMORIES

'By SIDRA EZRAHI/Special to The Jerusalem Post

i+ “while our dead are lying. before
The new American Jews, then, us,” and that the. community must

'undertake the prescribed period of
mourning and dpne poets speak in the
voige of"‘ lamentation ‘before

d sel&gff' {mmg com-, ;

'The: “chlldren s generanon” ’1s a
roduct’ of :transferred ; memories
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. There js; with'“‘an _uncompleted séason ;. of
s'far as -k cim‘leﬁ”tfdi“seconi- ’ :

Uralis efmd:mythaumhpyc
.haped the meanings: we: ?agsngn to
the Holocaust.

. We can perhaps begm by com-

sarine the nrocecceee hv which the

.gengration” in Tsrad in ,thc;sense
that it has-défined itself in: the U, S.#
_ The Tsraeli.community as a whole js_
- self—appomted heir to the civiliza-

*mourning, other obscrvcrr
ed“?xee built with ] 1
Ty ofb!'fea“ nerit;, Amos E

significance of the commemorative

tion that was destroyed. forests and the numerous monu-

id. be r;sumed “as ’

A 5v11

‘calls attention to'the. symbollc'

externally-imposed event into
kind of identity. Psychologica
models replaced both casual
historical explanations anc
ideological models as modes of
relating to Jewish hxstory The posi:
tion of the survivor, in this view
-reflects not the fortunes of history
.but a “syndrome” of behaviour anc
attitudes to be passed on from
generation to generation like a
mutated gene.

The survivor syndrome and tha
of the children (and children’:
children) remains an internal reality
not harnessed to any positive exter.
nal activity. Now the survivors were

. free to speak — but as the price o!
their willingness to listen
Amerieans placed a moral value or
survival itself. The articulate sur
vivors, the writers and philosophers
have become, willy-nilly, heroes
who epitomize the strength and vir-
tue of outstanding individuals —
even when they may be speaking or
behalf of those who did not survive

The Eichmann trial was 2

~ watershed in the evoplving con-

sciousness of American Jews anc
. Gentiles. The psychological defini-
tion of moral as well as historical
categories had a liberating effect on
individual survivors and had far-
reaching implications of another
sort. While the Israeli public — and.
‘undoubtedly, most of the survivors
living in America — concentratec
on the testimony of the witnesses
and the plight of the victims sc
copiously documented at the trial,
the American public at large
focused on the phenomenon of evil,
on the portrait.of the Nazi as it was
displayed in the courtroom and
analysed by prominent social scien-
tists.

Together with the physically:
dwarfing agency of television
which contained the evildoer withir

- the confines of the 24" screen, the

psychological categories. thai
evolved in America to explair
Eichmann’s behaviour — and thal

“ of other Nazis who have been triec

since — made him more familiai
and. ‘therefore somehow more
“understandable.” In Germany the

£ P . “effect of such theories was to make
such d rcsponsc was mcqncenvab‘le

conformity within the system ap:
pear inevitable, and the roles of vic:
tim and victimizer interchangeable
- — leading to an attenuation or evef
‘rejection of historical accoun:
“ tability.

Of course theories af the banality
.-and bureaucracy of evil are meani

TOUAY while certain psycl;xamsw ol

ind of the ‘social myths still evoly-= - and social scientists cite phenomenn b
:in Israeli society that they associate -

alert every ‘one of us, every membel
of the post-Holocaust generation, tc
‘the universal human potential . fox

.= .The’ !

hlsrael is, I thmkwyynptomahc of the
total preoccupation with the status
of Jews as victims. The Nazi hardly
appears in Hebrew literature of the
Holocaust. exceot as the demonic



.+ VYT Can peraaps Ocgin Dy com-
paring the processes by which the
events were assimilated,
simultaneously, into. the con-:
sciousness and social -ethos. of
American and Israeli Jews. These
distinct processes reflect, two dif-

ferent orientations towards contem-

porary Jewish existence, which can
be defined as the dlchotomy
between Jewish expene}nce as-
private enterprise and Jewish ex-
pcnencc as the public enterprise.

“Survivors fleeing the smouldering -

ruins of post-war: Europe set the
pattern with; their-mode of entry
into - the country of refuge: those
who went to the U.S. entered singly
or in very small groups and forged
their lonely way into the vast host
society, often keeping their
memories.-as hidden as the numbers.
under their tightly-buttoned sleeves.
They worked . hard to appear as
“normal”’: as other housewives .in
Queens or businessmen in Chicago..

guarded anonymity.
© 'Refligees from Europe o

By i

Palestine fought their way through:

British blockades.to be claimed by
he kibbutz, the:army, the whole

S vaaw wavilIEGT

tion that was dcstroyed

‘There .is somethmg exlstermally
reprehensible in the notjon, bandied
about with such a lack of humility,
that “‘we” — that is everyone living
after the ‘Holocaust — *are all sur-
vivors,” But in a broader sense what

happened to the Jews of Europe,-

like ‘every other major evént over
the centuries, becomes our collec:
Ative: inheritance,’ mcorporated into
our hlstorxc memory.

It is doubtful whether the pubhc :

days ‘of mourning that -replace
" specific . Yahrzeits, or the public

,memonals that. substitute for-

private graves, help to ease the pain
of the survivors, but they are the

rituals that feed the collective ethos. .

During the war itself a debate arose

over proper forms of commemora-

.tion, which resonates to this day.
Avraham Shlonsky wrote in 1943

that the only way for the Yishuv to

~deliver~a defeat. to Hitler and

: -stre then the spirit of-those d
The price of - securityv:" a ciosely-:" ng p ying

T B Eus‘ope was to continue with
business: as. usual,
‘building ‘and in. creating ‘a viable
Jewish existence thai would survive

" the attempts at genocide. Writer
and critic Dov Sadan answered that

Conductor and Amstlc Dlrector Avner Itai

| M ThejlmcanLChaus5742

2nd Subscnptnon Concen

VProgrammo

1. Mordechai smr'--v Duthyramb "Hallel"
= 'Spanisches. Luedersplel

3 -lgor Strnvinsky — Les Noces

2. Robert Schumann

Conductor: Avnet ltai

Soloists: »
Pia'no‘:‘ s Atiel Cohen’.

?ercuésigh: ... Pamela Jones
© g i Jean Ziprant

4'1'3

" Pninainbar, sbpranr
Mira Zakai, ontralto

N atasha Kossov 7

_\la_lari Tzukov ‘-“" i

Op. 74

_“‘Alexander Platts; tenoc |} &
Avi Jacobson, bass
“Irit Ruth-Steiner

' Anat Sharon-Tavor

. «Avraham Shpilman

8 _iLev Blicher

yoav Lnfshntz

Al 7eL Aviv, Recanati Audllodum Tuesdgy Dec 1 730 s

: ALL TICKETS SOLD

7 .c'\l !

3| keaR saBa o
41 Hechal Hatarbut' i
Saturday, Nov. 28, .
8.30 pm »-’;*, 3 ¥

Tlckota Hechal Hatarbut
{Yad-Labanim), Rehov *
Yerushalayim, Kfar Saba
Tel 052 28617

Iynm

37 pmis

'and ai thc tox: omco on
-1} the evening of the pert.
4 7 . =1~‘ - d " .- A vv‘i_

2.4 JERUSALEM
YMCA :: 7
Sunday, Nov. 29, 830,

Tickets. YMCA Rbomd
Mon.-Fri,, 9 a.m.-1 pm,

““f Kiayim, 8 Reh.. sharmiu
Tel. 240896, 234061.

and &t box ofﬁco n the
mmng of perf

* JBEERSHEBA
onservatarium Hall- . 19
Thursday. Dec. 3 830fHE
o.m, 4

&

Sinfonietta offi?:e;. 12|
Detech Hameshahrerim,

s Beer‘sﬁeba[ daify, “8.30 | I
4a.mi-1.50 p.m. Tel. 067 1 i
431616, and at the box of- { i
fice on the evemng of the &
pef‘? $ 8 :. ey e |

to persist: in -

D m e w = wa wesiw wessasisiwasEvEANET W

forests and the numerous monu-
ments to the six million — planting
and building being acts of faith that
replace the rituals of prayer m a
secularizing society.

Yet the collective mandate often

. becomes.oppressive. The attitude of

the Yishuv was never more am-
bivalent than towards the surviving

remnant of the Didspora; whose .
'predlcted demise had been" ax-
‘iormatic in Zionist ideology. The’

refugees were perceived in part, at
least, as the victims of a way of life
devoid of the means of self-defence;
pity was diluted by feelings of dis-
dajn, mingled with the patronizing
pretence of revenge, particularly on
the part of the young soldiers of the
Yishuv. This, of course, was com-
pounded by a profound and unex-
amined sense of guilt, one the entire
community shared over the paltry

_attempts at rescue that had been

made during the Holocaust.

Both “Hanoch Bartov and
Yehudah Amichai explored this
theme in thgir fiction, But the most
serious 1nd1§tmcnt of the Yishuv ap-
pears in Aharon ‘Appelfeld’s most:
recent novel, Mikhvat Haor (Searmg
Light), in whlch the refugees in

Eretz Yisrael represcnt — in their
.deformities of body and soul, in

their names, in their mannerisms —

~almost the antithesis of the -
_prototype Israeli.

The price, as noted before, of
their' new collective identity ‘was
conformity. So while the com-
munity as a whole had assnmllated
the Holocaust into its calendar and

“into the' rhy!hm of its collective ex-:

istence, private wounds went un-
dressed for many years,
Where private memory clashed

.with public myth, it would take a
fong time before it would be

legitimate for survivors to
remember again. Fiction remains
the licensed realm where prevailing
social taboos could be explored and
challenged. Yoram Kaniuk’s novel,

Adam ben kelev (Adam Resurrected)

made but a small ripple when it ap-
peared in 1969; ‘its recent adapta-

tion for ‘the stage (Adam's. Purim

Party) suggests that 11 years later an
Israeli audience is willing to con-

_front the painful metaphor of the
‘survivor as -social outcast,

whose
haunting memories are subversive

‘to sthe collective ethos of

reconstruction and rchabilitation

T HAS BEEN stated hcrq that -

there is no **second generation” in
Israel in the sense that such a group
has defined itself in the US. The
prevailing notion‘in America of the
Sixties and ‘Seventies that the in-

dividual is primary and reality is in- -
ternal and . psychological — :the:

*‘concern with. the self’* that Isaiah
Berlin says characterizes “modern

consciousness' —. released painful-

y repressed memories and gnmcd §
‘the survivors a voice. o
“ The silence and i lgnommy of the

arly post-war years were replaced
| by confession’ and' self-affirmation,
transformmg .what had " been an

appears in Hebrew literature of th
Holocaust, except as the demoni
Other, Uri Zvi Greenberg’
“HaGerman.” The Israelis did nc
view Eichmann through a TV scree
— thousands saw. him, in real-lif
proportions, in the courtroom. Bu
it was not his .appearance o
behaviour, but author Ka-tzetnik’
collapse that shocked and engage:
the Israeli public. The poet Hain
Gouri, covering (the trial in th
Hebrew press, responded to report

. that Eichmann had lost weight dur

ing the course of the trial: *“Perhap
it is true. As for myself, I woul
prefer to continue to see him un
deciphered, impenetrable.”

YET IT IS here and now, in Israel of
the 1980s, in the context o:
autonomous, corporate Jewish life
where properly modulated theorres
about the human potential for con-
formity and violence could play &
sobering role. The status of the vic-
tim is a degraded but morally com-

“fortable one. The myths and the of-

ficial lessons of the Holocaust rein-
force the conviction that Jews are
constitutionally incapable of op-
pressive ‘behaviour and attitudes
Just”as there is something morally
repellent in the fascination with evil
that leads to its domestication, sc
there is something morally evasive
in the refusal to face the sitra ahara,
the evil side, of our body politic.

' Those voices which have called
out recently for a reexamination of
myths that have oversimplified
complex realities are drowned out
in the generally strident noise of
public rhetoric that invokes the
spectre of dying children in a Polish
ghetto to back up any tactical deci-
sions of the Israeli military and any
governmental appeal for funds.

. There are many paths to memory,
but attitudes towards the Holocaust
reflect choices of ways of being in
the present at least as much as ways

. of remembering the past.

The author is an expert on
Holocaust literature.
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