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PROJECT JUDAICA UPDATE:
JANUARY 1993

Fall 1992 Program of Instruction

Fall 1992 was the third semester of PROJECT JUDAICA's
joint program of instruction in Jewish Studies at Russian
State Humanities Unlver51ty (RGGU) , co-sponsored by the
Jewish Theolog1cal Seminary of America (JTS) and the YIVO
Institute for Jewish Research (YIVO). The program's twenty-
two Jewish studies majors and four auditors were enrolled in
the following course:

1. Intermediate Yiddish
Instructor: Sheva Zucker, Duke University.
15 weeks, 6 hours per week.

2. Introduction to Judaism
Instructors: Yossi Pnini, Rabbi Moshe Tutnauer, and
Rabbi Nathan Reisner, Seminary for Judaic Studies,
Jerusalem.
8 weeks, 6 hours per week.

3. Modern Jewish History, 1492-1914
Instructors: Shmuel Feilner, Bar Ilan University, and
David E. Fishman JTS and YIVO.
7 weeks, 6 hours per week.

4. English Readings and Practice in Judaica
Instructor: Tatyana A. Markielova, RGGU.
15 weeks, 2 hours per week.

After three semesters of intensive Yiddish language
study, the students' knowledge has advanced to the point

where they are able to read unedited to
lectures, and converse spontaneousl iddish. It is now
near S8y to communicate with some of the students in

Yiddish as in English.

The course entitled "Introduction to Judaism" provided a
systematic, in- depth examination of the Jewish festivals,
life-cycle, and rellglous rituals, as well as a survey of
rabbinic literature (Mldrash Mishna, Talmud). Students
appreciated the course's sympathetic, but non-dogmatlc
approach to Judaism, and several of them have since
introduced religious rituals into their personal lives (i.e.
lighting Sabbath candles and attending synagogue services on
the holidays).

After one-and-a-half years of course-work and research,
the students of PROJECT JUDAICA have accumulated an
impressive pool of knowledge in all areas of Judaica. They
fully appreciate the uniqueness of their training, and have
developed a strong group-identity and a sense of mission.
Several of them have expressed an interest in entering the
field of Jewish education.



Two students (Galina Ellasberg and Lev Krichevski) have
exhibited partlcular potent1a1 for becoming original
scholars of Judaica. Eliasberg has been admitted to RGGU's
Graduate School as the University's first Doctoral student
in Jewish Studies, and has begun working on her
dissertation, on the life and works of Israel Zinberg (1873-
1937). Krichevski will be admitted to RGGU's Graduate School
next year, following the completion of his undergraduate
studies.

Extra-Curricular Programs and University Outreach

PROJECT JUDAICA's academic program was enriched by a
variety of extra-curricular act1v1t1es and programs. The
students paid a study-visit to the main Moscow synagogue on
Arkhlpova Street, under the direction of their Judaism
instructor Yossi Pnini. They also conducted, out51de of
class-time, a tour of places of Jewish 1nterest in Moscow,
and a theater-outing to a play based on the works of Sholem
Aleichem.

The program's faculty developed a close personal rapport
with the students, and invited two or three of them each
week for Shabbat dlnner. This provided an opportunlty for
students to experience a Shabbat atmosphere first-hand, and
for them to get to know their professors in a more 1nforma1
setting. Two Melave-Malka (Saturday nlght) partles were
hosted by the faculty-team for the entire contingent of
students, at which the films "Image Before My Eyes" and
"Green Fields" (in Yiddish) were screened.

PROJECT JUDAICA sponsored a public Chanukah celebration
at RGGU for the program's students, their parents, and for
university faculty, staff, and students at large. Close to
100 people attended, 1nclud1ng leaders of the RGGU Student
Council and faculty members from the Program in Comparative
Religion.

The 4,000 volume Judaica library continues to serve as an
1mportant means of outreach to the university community.
Professors and students from various schools and departments
have frequented the Judaica reading room to consult its
encyclopedlas, dlctlonarles, and reference works. The
library, which is supervised by Mr. Mark Perl, is open
Tuesdays through Fridays 2:30 PM to 8:30 PM.

The presence of PROJECT JUDAICA on campus has 1nsp1red a
number of schools and departments to introduce Judaica
courses of their own. A "History of Judaism" course was
taught at the School of Museum Studies this past semester,
by Professor Sergei Llezov, a scholar who has champloned the
cause of Jewish-Christian dlalogue and understanding. Next
semester, The Department of the Hlstory and Theory of
Culture will offer a course on "Jewish Literature in the
Context of World Cultures", taught by PROJECT JUDAICA




faculty-member Professor David Roskies of JTS. The Program
in Comparative Religion is currently finalizing its plans
for a sub-specialization in Judaism. Theses courses and
programs receive academic guidance and assistance from
PROJECT JUDAICA, and utilize its library.

PROJECT JUDAICA's wide array of academic and extra-
curricular activities were made possible thanks to the
presence of a full-time Moscow co-ordinator, Mr. Yale

Reisner.

Faculty and Students: A Community Resource

Although PROJECT JUDAICA's program of instruction is less
than two years old, its faculty and students are already
having an impact outside the university's walls.

Because of the exceptionally high caliber of our faculty,
their teaching-services are in great demand. Most of our
professors have found time to teach in Jewish community-
education programs in Moscow, above and beyond their heavy
teaching-load at RGGU. Sheva Zucker was engaged to teach
Yiddish by the Moscow division of Touro College, and Yossi
Pnini lectured on Judaism at the Free Jewish University of
Moscow. Pnini and Rabbi Moshe Tutnauer also directed a
series of seminars for teachers in Jewish day-schools and
Sunday schools in Russia and other former Soviet republics.
The seminars, which were sponsored by Midreshet Yerushalayim
(Jerusalem), were held in Moscow and Chernovtsi, Ukraine.

PROJECT JUDAICA students have also become actively
involved in Jewish communal and cultural life. Lev
Krichevskii and Vasily Schedrin are the editors of a Jewish
information bulletin called Yom Sheni, which reports on
Jewish news throughout the Russian republic. After the
publication of three experimental issues in the fall, Yom
Sheni was awarded financial support from the Va'ad (The
Confederation of Jewish Organizations and Communities in
Russia), and has begun appearing regularly as a news organ
of the Va'ad. Several other students are also involved 1n
the production and distribution of Yom Sheni.

Matvei Chlenov (whose father, Mikhail Chlenov, is
chairman of the Va'ad) and Ilya Dolgopolski are leaders of
the Jewish Geneological Society of Moscow, which conducts
occassional seminars on geneological subjects at the Israel
Cultural Center. Larissa Vekselman taught Jewish history and
tradition at one of Moscow's Hebrew schools last year. Ira
Astashkevich conducts tours of Jewish Moscow (past and
present) on behalf of the Jewish cultural organization
"Tehiya." Several of the program's students plan to work as
counselors at Camp Ramah, Moscow, this coming summer.



The Judaica curriculum for the new contingent will differ
from that of the current cohort of students. Whereas the
current group is being trained to be specialists in the
history and culture of East European Jewry, the new group
will be trained as scholars in the totality of Jewish
literature and culture, from antiquity until modern times.
Their program of study will be based on the "Coordinated
Curriculum" employed at JTS: their first year will focus on
the Biblical period, the second year will be devoted to the
Talmudic periods, the third - to the Middle Ages, and fourth
and fifth years - to the modern era. Students will study
Hebrew first, and Yiddish later. Upon the copmpletion of
their studies, they will be awarded a RGGU degree in Jewish
Literature and Culture.

The expansion of PROJECT JUDAICA will require an
increase of our resident faculty from 2 professors per
semester to 3 professors per semester. (Hebrew language
instructors will service both the old and new contingents of
students, thus obviating the need to double the faculty's
size.) The program is currently seeking funding to enable it
to bring this expansion-plan to realization.

Conclusion

One-and-a-half years after its establishment, PROJECT
JUDAICA has proven itself an excellent framework for the
training of scholars in Judaica, and for the preparation of
future intellectual leaders of the Russian Jewish community.
Its students are already exhibiting the combination of
knowledge, imagination, and initiative which is the hall-
mark of leadership. As they continue to grow in mind and in
spirit, they represent a valuable investment in the future
of Russian Jewry, and in the strengthening of cultural
pluralism in Russia at large.



APPENDIX TI:

RGGU Program in Jewish Studies
Final Grades - Fall 1992

Courses:

"Intermediate Yiddish Language", Sheva Zucker, 15 weeKks, 6 per
week ["Yiddish].

"Modern Jewish History 1492-1914" , Shmuel Feiner and David
Fishman, 7 weeks, 6 hours per week ["Modern"].

"ITntroduction to Judaism", Yossi Pnini and Moshe Tutnauer, 8
weeks, 6 hours per week ["Judaism"]

Grading System: Conversion Scale:
5 = excellent 86-100 = 5
4 = good 71-85 = 4
3 = satisfactory 55-70 = 3
2 = unsatisfactory (failed) under 55 = 2
Name Yiddish Modern Judaism
M @Astashkevitch, Ira 5 (A-) 5 (92) 5 (95)
r'\@ Chlenov, Matvei 3 (Cc-/C) 4 (82) 3 (74)
. 3. -Dolgopolski, Ilya 4 —(B-/By—3(70)— 3(70)
M Dubrova, Ekaterina 4 (B-) 4 (77) 4 (79)
5. Eliasberg, Galina 4 (B+) 5 (89) 4 (82.5)
E(€) khanina, Anya 3 (C) 4 (75) 4 (77.5)
€ (7)) Knheifets, Karina 4 (B+) 5 (86.5) 5 (94)
8. Kornilov, Aleksei 5 (A-/B+) 5 (87) 5 (89)
E(S) Krichevskii, Lev 5 (A) 5 (94.5) 5 (90)
g @0) Levitova, Anya 5 (A) 5 (87) 5 (93.5
r\(ii} Malchikova, Anya 3 (C) 3 (56) 4 (80)
12. Martinova, Yaroslava 3 (C) 3 (67) 4 (72.5)
n@ Mogilova, Yulia 5 (A-) 4 (81) 5 (90.5)
g: Pichugin, Ivan 3 (C+) 3 (67.5) 3 (67.5)




Name Yiddish Modern Judaism

m@ Schedrin, Vasily 4 (B+) 4 (76.5) 4 (82)

M Shkolnikova, Elena 5 (B+/A-) 4 (77.5) 4 (78)

Vl(ja Shternshis, Anya 4 (B+) 4 (72) 5 (94)

6 S%?nécli?éalfl];g:;%ce; will tallﬁce:.exams in %‘ggfuary] Inc.ﬂ"‘ '
M (19) sivertsev, Aleksei 5 (A-) 5 (96) 4 (83.5)

M (20) solntseva, Anya 5 (A) 4 (76) 5 (92)

¢ (21} Tarutin, Pavel 3 (C-/C)) 3 (67) 3 (69)

™M (::) Vekselman, Larisa 4 (B/B+) 3 (67) 4 (81)

Others (not Jewish Studies majors)

E (:) Dunayevskii, Mikhail 4 (B+) - -

2. Lashkievich, Mikhail 5 (A-) - -
[took only Yiddish in spring]

Auditors in Jewish History

1. Sergei Korotich

2. Pierre Kalmanson (exchange student from France)

Enrolled in program as majors: 22 students
Enrolled in courses as electives: 2 students
Auditors: 2 students

Total:26 students



APPENDIX II:

PROJECT JUDAICA CURRICULUM:
SPRING 1993

1. Yiddish Literature
Instructor: David G. Roskies, Jewish Theological
Seminary of America.
13 weeks, 4 hours per week.

2. Yiddish Readings and Conversation
Instructor: Monya Shulman, Editor, Russian-Yiddish
Dictionary (Ruskiy Yazik Publishing House, 1984).
13 weeks, 2 hours per week.

3. The Jews of Eastern Europe II: 1800-1917
Instructors: Samuel Kassow, Trinity College, and
Steven Zipperstein, Stanford University.

15 weeks, 4 hours per week.

4. Seminar in Jewish History
Instructor: Rashid Kaplanov, Institute of History,
Russian Academy of Science, et. al.
15 weeks, 2 hours per week

5. English Readings and Practice in Judaica
Instructor: Tatyana Markielova, RGGU.
15 weeks, 2 hours per week.

Courses 1-3 will be offered twice: in the mornings, on
the Nikolskaya St. campus of the Historical-Archival
Institute, and in the evenings, on the Miuskaya St. main
campus of RGGU.
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‘Ttruz.Lameuue

NIPENOAABATENU CIHEUMANUSALUMUA 10 EBPEMCKUM 93HKAM,

KUNbTYPE, TEKCTAM U APXUBAM ITPUI'NAUWANT BCEX
WHTEPECYNUMXCS CTYAEHTOB U COTPUYAHUKOB PITY
HA TOPXECTBO B YECTb EBPEMCKOI'O NMPA3AHUKA

X A H YU K A

SAXUIAHUE XAHUKANBHHX CBEYEW U NMPA3AHOBAHUE
COCTOSTCA BO BTOPHUK, 22.12.92, B 18:30 Y.,
B KOMHATE 240 B Y4YEBHOM KOPNUCE HA MMYCCAX.

4 0BPO NOXANOBATHDbBL ¢! ¢

Mh BYAEM PAOH MPA3QHOBATH BMECTE C BAMU!

Y AHYKA @ 191N

This notice was posted on bulletin boards of both campuses of thg Russian
State Humanities University, inviting the entire university community to
a party hosted by Project Judaica on the fifth night of Hanukkah.
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ExXeHee/bHblii HH(OpMaLMOHHBI OloJLIeTeHb "Wom menn" N 1(6)
KoHdenepauus eBpeHcKnx opraHmM3auuii v 00myH EBpo-A3HaTCKOro permoHa

Cesepnas OceTns

nepBoit ToNoBHHE HeKabps

cocToslach BCTpeda TIaBhl -

ppemerHo# amvommctpain Cep-
res Illaxpas c mpeacTaBUTENAMHA
eBpeiickoit obunmb Bramikanska-
3a (eBpeiicKylo Hejieraiuio Bo3-
[JIaBJISUT TOKTOP IOPMIMYECKMX Ha-
yk 3enbnos). UM 6bu1a chopMyim-

poBaHa M BBICKa3aHa TIO3UIDA €B- °

peitckoit OGLIMHBI B OCETHMHO-HH-
TyHICKOM KOHQUIMKTE.

Enpeu CeBepHoit OceTHu npu-
3BAIM BpaXxIylolIMe CTOPOHBI pe-
math KOHQIUKT TOJTBKO MHUPHHIMH
CpefCTBaMM, UCXOAS M3 NPHHLMIIA
"xynoit mMup nywue no6poii Ro#-
1m1”. PamM nocTyDKeHMS MMpa He-
0GXOMMMO OTKa3aThCH OT Ory/ThHO-
ro o6puHeHNs vHTylIei B Garm-
TH3Me M NepecTaTh KBaMuLHpo-
BaThb MeXHalUMOHaJIbHBIA KoHb-
JIMKT KaK arpeccuio co CTOPOHBI
WHTYLIEeH.

BpemeHHOM! afMUHMCTpauuen
6LUI0 3asABNEHO, YTO TaKas NO3M-
101 B HacTosilllee BpeMs pa3ficis-
cTCA BIaCTAMM.

Ha cnemyroumit geH» B rasere
"Cnoso” 6buUla onybiMKoBaHa aH-
THCEMMTCKasl CTaThsl HEKOTO aJ(BO-
kata LlomaproBa, B KoTOpoOil co-
ACPXATHCHL BbIMagbl NMPOTHB 3cIib-
JI0Ba, a TAKOKe aHTHCEMMTCKHE 06-
BHHEHUS B afipec R/Ia[IMKaBKa3CKo-
ro espciickoro obuectsa “Illa-

Mocksa

n pobneme "oTkasa" Gynet
nocpsiuieHa pabora oXHOI
W3 ceXlMit 3arUlaHUpOBaHHOR Ha
19 - 21 ¢eBpans MeXIyHapoXHOM
xondeperip "KI'b Buepa, ceroa-
1s. santpa”. KoHdepernms opra-
1syetest O6mecTreHHbIM GoHnom
“I'nacriocts” (npencesartens - Cep-

The front page of a recent issue of the
Sheni. All three members of its editoria

BBIXOAMT NO NOHEAETbHUKAM

niom”". [ToMMMO TPaTULIMOHHBIX 06-
nuuenuit epeeB CeBepHoit Oce-
THM B TOM, 9TO OH TIPOJAJIMCh "CH-
oHu3My ¥ Mi3pawmio”, aBTOp CTaThH
06BMHSET eBpeeB B 3aHATHH "OIHO-
CTOpOHHEH MO3MIMHK B MEXHALIMO-
HanbHOM KoHdukte". [omoGHoe
06BMHEHME TPO3BYYaI0 M CITYCTH
JIBa THA IO MECTHOMY pPalHo.

B oTBeT Ha 3TO eBpelckoe 06-
1ecTBO Hamnpaswio oduLMaTbHOE
mcemo ¢ nporectoM B [1pokypa-
TYpy pecnyOIMKH U IJ1aBe BpeMEH-
Hoit . agmuuucTpauuu lllaxpao.
Jlpamuatoro mexabps, B NepBHIH
neHb XaHyKH, Ha BCTpedy ¢ obum-
HOIt TOpo/Ia TIPMIIDIH TpeficeiaTeNb
xomuTeta BepxoBHoro Cosera pe-
cny6/MKH TI0 HaLMOHANbHOM MOJ-
utuke IlaxumoB, mpeacenaTtenb
aHanormaHoro komurera npu Co-
pere MirmcrpoB Kycos 1 npence-
natens o6mecrsa "Hauta Ocetus”,
o6benMHMONIET0 BCE HalMOHalb-
Hue obmectBa pecny6nauku. Ha
BCTpede, TPaHCIHpOBaBLIeHcA MO
MecTHOMY TeneswaeHmio, Llaxymon
oTMexeBacs ot cratsu B "Ciope”
M ocymun moswmio asropa. Ilocne
3TOTO COCTOSUIOCH 3aXMIaHME Xa-
HyKaJIbHBIX cBedei.

Co6bITHA, CBA3aHHbBIE C ITOABNE-
HUEM aHTHCEMMTCKOH CTaTbM,
MOTYY¥MWIM LIMPOKYIO OI7IacKy B pe-
cny6imxe. Yepes Heflemo Ha INpH-
eme B BepxosHoMm CoseTe npescra-
BUTENCH HaUMOHANBHO-KYNbTYP-

reit ['purOpbSHL) MO MOpPYYeHMIO
npomemuero B Mockse B HosiGpe-
nexa6pe 1992 rona Koxrpecca uH-
TejutmreHLMK Poccuu.

B OpraHu3aLlMOHHHI KOMMTET
xoHdepeHUMH BXOAAT ACIMYTATH
BC Poccuu oten I'me6 SIxyHMH W
Cepreit KoBanen, AnexcaHap
SKoRJICR, XypHAJIMCTH M ITMCATCIH
Asncch Alamonud, I'puropuit Io-

HBIX LIEHTPOB, Ha KOTOPOM IPUCYT-
cTBoBaJIo pyKoBoacTBo CeBepHoit
OceTy, npeacenareab BepxoBHo-
ro Cosera l'ajla3oB TakXe OTMeEXe-
Bajnics OT MOoJOGHBIX cTaTeif U 3as-
B , 9TO TaKas MMO3WIMA NTPOTHBO-
peumt nosuin BepxosHoro Cose-
Ta. .

Co6BITHA, NMpOUCHICAIINE HaA
Xanyky B OceTuu, NOMHSUIM Tpe-
CTIX eBpeiicKoit oblMHBI ropolia
u obmectna "[lanom”.

g O

B xanyH Hosoro l'oma B €B-
peiickoe obmectso Bo Bna-
MKaBKa3e oOpaTWICA KOpPpPECIoH-
NeHT MECTHOTO TeJIeBUAEHHSA B
I0xa10it Ocervn. ITo ero ciosam, B
LixMHBaNM OO CHMX TOp OCTalach
rpymma eBpeeB u3 16 wenoBex, Ko-
TOpHlE HAaXONATCA B KPUTHIECKOM
TONIOXEHWM, HE MMes BO3MOXHO- -
cTH maxe goctaTh xneba. Crano us-
BECTHO, YTO OHM HaNpaBWIH MHChb-
Mo ¢ TIpochG0it 0 MOMOIIM B eBpeit-
ckyio obumHy BnamvkaBka3a, HO
oHo He moupro. Espeiickoe obiue-
ctBO "IllasioM” NPOCHUT MOCOJNBCTBO
Uspamns opraHu3oBaTh CPOYHBIA
Biesn espeeB IOxHoit OceTvn.

Hugopymayus nosyuena om nped-
cedamenn obuecmea eepelickoil
kyasmypw "Ulasom” Mapka ITlempy-
wanckozo.

mepan, ITaBen I'yTHOHTOB U MHO-
e ApyTHe. )

B pabore cexuym Gofblioe Mec-
To oTBoaMTCA c6opy cBeleHist 06
"orkasHuKax" (KaK NMpexXHHUX, TaK 1
HBIHEIIHWX), aHaJIM3y palTHYHKIX
acnekToB AeicTBylolIero 3aKOHO-
JaTeNbCTRA . ¥ CBA3AHHHIX C HUMH
npo6ieM, KOTOPhIC MOTYT BO3HHK-

TIpodoaxcenue - na cmp. 2

Jewish information bulletin Yom
| staff are Project Judaica students;

several others are involved in its production and distribution.




