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FEB. 1 , 1973 GOLDE MINE AS A ROMANCE

' 1. POINT OF VIEW of the Story-teller is that of one who is addressing a familiar
d outside their geographic sphere,
audience and telling them of something which is unfamiliar, He is aware of

his "lezerin8s" interest and sphere of knowledge,

2. TIME: it happense 50 years ago., Thamghxihsxkimaxsiemsmkxizxdamtixwikhxzxutaiy,
fxkzxxkxkixkhmxay Historical differences treated in a naive way. Get some remnant
of a great movement which occurred during the Napoleonic Wars, Brod is a statio
on the international trade route, The scene, The International Hotel, is not
for Pritsim or local bureaucrats but for world travellers, Significance of
movement - escape from the familiar leads to a sense of freedom in the story,

[Jews in the Russian Army; contacts with Germany & Austria]

5« CHARACTERIZATION: Two types of characters,

a) Upper Class: above serious criticism
b) Lower Classt object of ridicule

4, COINCIDENCE AS A STRUCTURAL DEVICE:
Golde Mine meets, loses and regains Hershele thru coincidence,
Crucial question: what is done with coincidence, not whether it's there or wt,

5. SEXUAL LOBE%Z Much more prominent here that in most of Dik's stories,
There's a double standard at work [Defoe obviously used appeal to sexuality
in his work but he never tired of reminding his readers what a terrible thing
‘ sex is]”In Romance, presence of sexual desire is strongly underlined, Heroes
are full of sexual tensions, "Elegant promiscuity" of the Hotel, Dik presents
titillating aspects,
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MARVELOUS: Being played up in the same way: ridicules and criticises but also
exploits it, Cf. p. 58~ "vehiney yada'ti"..."all in a natural menner,"

RHYMING., A traditional means of storytelling in Yiddish, "Islands of rhyming
passages would emerge," The Mayse=bukh, for instance, would begin in Hebrew and
conclude with a rhyme, Often sought to rhyme in dialogues. In translations,

such as the Bove=bukh, rhymes were not always said the way thet were pronounced,

GUSTAV MAKMAN & THE WARSAW SCHOOL
A typically Polish phenomenon in Yiddish literature,
Combined sensational journalism (Julie Pastrani) with a modern kind of clericalism,
Anti-Haeskalah = used modern techniques to combat the apikorsim,
Direct answer to radical movements in Jewish 1it (Aksenfeld, Abramovitsh),
Parts of these works were in rhyme,
Makmen's Di Geheymnise fun Yener Velt - entirely in rhyme,

"Secrets of a Harem

Apikoris taken in a Dar@sque way (with midrashic elements) to

Yener Velt.,

Dreamlike quality
[Maskilim also used the Other=World gimmick to show how they triumph in the end]
This was a way of fighting the Haskalah with its own weapons.

7. RHYMING IN GOLDE MINE Cont'd

8.

Three categories [excluding the magic formula and the description of Brod (11)]
(a) Structural Rhyme- a sign that something is being finished,
rather like rhyme in Shakesperian play
(b) Moralia = epigrammatic, formulaic, conventional mussar
(c) Underlying Pathos - in some of the highest points, story
bursts into rhyme in aninteresting way:
Q1) Heyfler's lament...p. 44 (also moralia)
(2) Mother's dissatisfaction with daughter not being
merried,..p. 29 (also structural)
(3) Climax of mother's wish, almost an incantation...15
(also structural)

Within the traditional framework of structural and epigrammatic rhyme, Dik
includes the use of rhyme for emotional heightening. Its purpose is both to
heighten romantic quality and to add a touch of the exotic,

[Cf, Scott's "Highland Ballads" and Abramovitsh's use of folk songs]

Different systems of rhyme/verse
1) Rhyme unconnected with verse, The length of a line depends on:
a) syntax, which is prose syntax and
b) opportunity
2) Badkhnoshe Gramen: unpoetic, level of style not maintained throughout
the line; hodge=-podge of various levels; funny, rhyming prose.

LNAGUAGE,
A, The Use of Hebrew., The use of Hebrew captions is indedd borrowed from the

Tsene Rene, but often he didn't use traditional Hebrew, but rather modern
Hebrew prose, very low maskilic Hebrew,
Also Yiddishisms in the Hebrew: eg. p. 12 where he translated bayit as
room, though it always meant a house,
Use of Hebrew is both undisciplined and innovative,

B, Diglossia, Yiddish is the example par excéllence of the coexistence of
different languages for (a) reading public [Hebrew] and (b) ideology [German]
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Germanisms: Uses them when the characger is speaking "French", eg, Tsirulnik,
esp. German syntax,

What was Dik's norm of "understood Yiddish"? Was it a Vilner dialect,

Seems that he often wanted to go one better than just translating, for instance,
when he gives the word in German and Russian but not in Yiddish,

* ok kk kX ok X X K X X X ¥

Bibliography of lachrimose romances.

Dinezon: 1) T'gq/éy - st if;{ﬁﬂe 72
" S v
This started the fad. ‘e /Zk - YN [4 / (e kL

Children's sentimental literature had a great effect on Yiddish, Flooded the
Yiddish market from 1880's and 90's till the 1920's,

Malot's Sans Famille

Kingsley's The Water Babies
Dinezon wrote at least three orphan novels, Yosele, the piece de résistance
When Sholem Aleichem calls Motl Ksovim fun a yosem-yingl, he's making a joke on

this gente,

Sholem Asch's Keyn Amerike belongs to this genre,
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FISHKE DER KRUMER

First version: 1869. 45 pp.

Second version: 1876, Niger was the only person to see it, The lst version
with corrections and additions, Was approved by the censor but for some
reason was never published, Niger analysed his change of language:
removed Slavicisms, some Hebraisms and most Ukrainian localisms in an
attempt to find more "universal' terms,

Third version, 1888, 28 chapters, The version commonly used,

Fourth version, 1907=-09, A Hebrew adaptation for his collected works,
Published as Sefer Hakapisanim .
¢f, David Frisclmen's article in Hador (1901) where he writes that Bialik
translated the text with Abram,'s final touches, Nevertheless, it went
under the name Abramovitsh,

ABRAMOVITSH AS THE CLASSIC AUTHOR PAR EXCELLENCE%

(1) Social realism, Believed that poverty was the first and foremost aspect
of Jewish life, It was the writer's responsibility to deal with it,
[An irony in Abramov,'s introduction to Fishke: he's not going to lick
the boots of Menashe Margolis,]

(2) Psychological realism, Abramovitsh was not a great psychologist.
Nevertheless, compared with the other writers of the time, there is
no doubt that he is the realist and they = the romanciers,

(3) Idiomatic Yiddish instead of "literary" (i.e. Daytshmerish),
"idealized spoken Yiddish"

His Literary Antagonism to the Romance

-cf, S=A's intro to Stempenyu where he quotes a letter from Abram,
Masoes Binyomin is a reaction to, an annihilation of and a parody on romance,
Intended to perform a similar function as Don Quixote.
This does not mean that the author didn't feel a sort of pathos in his Binyomin,
The pathos is independent of the a satire,
His approache is wider than we think, because he includes the romance tradition,

-began with Limdu Heytev, a romance-like novel, based on conventions of

the romance, (In his Collected Works, wrote a parody on it,)

In Fishke, the particular combination of romance and anti-romance is brought
into very sharp focus, Or is it?

Four Critical Approaches to Fishke

(1) Atomistic attitude, Still prevails among people who are influenced by
older literary criticism,

(2) "New" attitude, relativistic-historical approach to structure,
Developed in the 20's with the first scholarly criticism of Abram's
work, Max Weinreich's essay in Di Zukunft (1922,3)

a, rejected the notion that his uniqueness based on something

essentially Jewish

b, discarded the notion that Abram, was not part of European tradation,
Fishke hailed as a picareasque novel, Interlaced stories told by
protagonists, Unity of this "vegroman" depends on the twist at the end,
Goldberg uses Tom Jones as his example,
Thus, this 19th century work was seen as the counterpart of 18th
cent, Auklarung lit., in Germany and elsewhere,

(3) The Dichotomy Theory propagated by Viner in his reply to Goldberg,

Each story has a different structural principle,
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First story is poematice Viner prefers the first to the 2nd part.
It's continuityBTE'T??ical, the plot line is convoluted, Compares

it to khazonisher shteyger: there are certain rulesy but much room
for interpretation, Subjective lyrical continuity.
Second part - descendent of melodramatic novels of Dumas, Hugo.,
Exotic, sentimental quality, Viner particularly emphasizes Hunchback
similarity to Quasimodo,
Plot is not free at all, have suspense, even some flavour of a
detective novel, all the elements of romance, The 2 pats are:

a. Romance

b, Original Abramovitsh type plus the "ingimer stil" of Sterne

and Gogol [Viner used this term before Shklovsky & Fourchet],
(4) Duality of Fishke: comic superstructure end romance infrastucture

can perhaps be united, Gershon Sheked, pp., 120-24, Sees the romance
intermingled with the non=romance,

March 29, 1973 THE SHOMER CONTROVERSY

Reyzen: Shomer is the author of "bulvar=-romanen"
Veviorke: Shomer relies heavily on European 18 and 19th cent, lit,
Adapted it for a Jewish milieu,
Shomer = the symbol of Zhargon,.
To be FOR Shomer is to be for Yiddish and for the People
To be AGAINST Shomer is to be against Yiddish and for the Intelligentsia,
Berdichevski: Many criticise Shomer because he has no "side", they are jealous
of his mass readership,
Dubnov: violently opposed to Shomer,
Sholem Aleichem's Shomers Mishpet
l, They're all one type
2. They're unrealistic
%e No reference to Jews
4, Almost all his works are borrowed material
5« They excite fantasy but give no moral lesson
6. Uses obcenities and cynicism
7. Badly conceived
8. Author is uneducated
9. Young people shouldn't read him
10, Young people lose respect for religious authority,
Sholem Aleichem's judgement:
(a) Shomer is not a writer and not a Zhargonist
(b) Every new work should be taken to ctitics and reworked
(c) Shomer should be asked to spare Yiddish and asked not to repeat himself,

Veviorke rebuts by pointing out that S=A uses more Slavicisms than Shomer
does daythhmerizms, Dik is far more daythsmerish,

Shomer takes his characters to exotic places and needs a new language, Since
he didn't use Slavicisms or Hebraisms, he needed Daytshmerish,

Therefore, he knew how to enrich the language,
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