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property that had been alienated during the war. The Committee had also to
deal with internal organisational matters in order to adjust its structure to the
demographic conditions in the postwar Polish Jewish community. It consisted
of representatives of Jewish political parties and other groups, with the
Communists gradually assuming a dominant role.

The Organising Committee of Polish Jews in the Soviet Union, which was
formally associated with the Union of Polish Patriots, was charged with the
welfare of the largest group of the remnant of Polish Jewry. It coordinated
distribution of relief shipments from abroad and endeavoured to facilitate the
location of relatives. It also served the political interests of its Soviet and Polish
Communist patrons, helping to mobilise worldwide Jewish public opinion in
favour of the new Polish government. When the Soviets first raised the possibility
of repatriating Polish citizens who had spent the war years in the USSR, the
Organising Committee lobbied for inclusion of Jews in the repatriation
programme. The Organising Committee thought that once the repatriation was
underway, it would be able to assume the leadership of all of Polish Jewry.
However, eventually it found that the Central Committee in Warsaw had
already succeeded in establishing a leadership position for itself.

The American Federation of Polish Jews played a central role in mobilising
economic assitance for the survivors in Poland. It also initiated the creation, in
May 1945, of a World Federation of Polish Jews, which disposed of a
rehabilitation fund of 5 million dollars. Because of its position as a major
financial underwriter of renewal efforts, the Federation at first demanded a
substantial voice in determining the shape those efforts would take. But Soviet
and Polish opposition forced it to retreat from this position.

By mid-1945 it was clear who would determine the direction of efforts to rebuild
Polish Jewish life.

REACTIONDS TO ANTISEMITISM IN POLAND
IN THE NOVELS OF MICHAEL BURSZTYN
By Chone Shmeruk

Three novels have come down to us as part of the literary legacy of Michael
Bursztyn (1897-1945): On the Ruins of Ployne (1931), Fate (1935), and By the
Rivers of Mazovia (1937). These three novels deal with intervals of especially
intense antisemitism in the modern history of the Jews in Poland.

Fate depicts the tension between Jews and Poles during the elections to the
Russian Duma in 1912, when the Jews backed the Polish Socialist candidate
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description of events in this book is carried through to
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the First World War. On the Ruins of Ployne is devoted to the period of rising
tax pressures in the 1920s commonly known as the “Grabski decrees.” And in By
the Rivers of Mazovia Bursztyn deals with the period of the anti-Jewish ‘excesses’
following Pitsudski’s death. This is an explicit, immediate response to the
pogroms in Przytyk, Minsk Mazowiecki, and other places in 1936.

The action in all three novels is concentrated in small towns in the vicinity of
Warsaw. They evoke galleries of characters that represent various classes and
ideologies in their reactions to Polish antisemitism. In Fate expression is given
to the failure of the traditional camp and the assimilationist movement. In On
the Ruins of Ployne immigration to Palestine is depicted as the only solution to
the Jewish problem, while in Bursztyn’s third book a Polish-based solution
appears as the sole option in a situation where no other real possibilities present
themselves. A sense of inescapable catastrophe hovers over this book.

The connection between Bursztyn’s novels and the reality they depict is confirmed
by the author’s direct statements about his works. Bursztyn indicated that the
prototype for the assimilationist character in Fare was Dr. Henryk Nussbaum
(1849-1937). Criticism of Bursztyn’s novels has also emphasised his tendency
towards quick reactions to immediate events.

Michael Bursztyn was an altogether typical representative of Yiddish literature
in interwar Poland, which frequently had occasion to respond to contemporary
reality. As a result, this literature has a definite documentary value for today’s
historians of that period.

WEADYSEIAW SCHLENGEL— A POET IN THE WARSAW
GHETTO - .,
by Ruth Shenfeld

The poet Wladystaw Schlengel, who is best known for his Polish-language
poems written in the Warsaw ghetto, began his literary career during the 1930s
as a writer of light verse for Warsaw’s literary nightclubs. At the same time
Schlengel published poems in the Jewish newspaper Nasz Przeglad, writing
about Jewish characters from the Polish capital’s poor neighbourhoods and
lashing out against fascism and antisemitism. In the ghetto he worked first for
the literary cabaret Sztuka, where he wrote the texts for the club’s ‘living
newspaper.’ During the time of the deportations and mass killings he worked in
abrush factory located in the ghetto, and he wrote poems that were read aloud in
the workshops and at private gatherings. The poems were copied and passed
from hand to hand. This turned Schlengel into a folk poet, and the Jews of the
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