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Some members of the group published their Yiddish poems and stories al-
most immediately after their arrival in Israel in venues such as Nayvelt (New
World), a Yiddish weekly newspaper published by the leftwing party Poale Zion
(which was generally more supportive of Yiddish from the outset) between
1934 and 1955.1? However, the first collective publication took place in 1951 in
a special section of Di goldene keyt titled “Fun der yunger yidisher literatur in
Yisroel” (“From the Young Yiddish Literature in Israel”) with poems by H. Bin-
yomin, Rivka Basman, Avrom Rinzler, Moshe Yungman, Yossl Birshtein, and
Shlomo Vorzoger and short stories by Zvi Eizenman.’3

Following an inaugural meeting at Kibbutz Yagur, where Zvi Eizenman
lived, in October 1951, the core members of the group emerged. In this original
meeting (which became a tradition for a number of years), some attendees gave
addresses and the group also used the occasion to ponder and debate its path.
When the group published again in Di goldene keyt (1952), it used the name
Yung Yisroel." It took the group two more years to edit and produce its own
journal—Yung Yisroel: literatur, kunst, kritik (Yung Yisroel: Literature, Art, Criti-
cism). The journal, like the group itself, took many cues from earlier modern-
ist Yiddish groups and their publications. An editorial committee collectively
edited it, with the poet Avrom Rizler serving as editor in chief, The first volume
(1954) included poetry and prose, critical and programmatic essays by mem-
bers of the group, and artwork by Yossl Bergner (sketches for illustrations of
Kafka’s texts) and Ya'akov Shteiner (reproductions of sculptures).

This combination of art and literature is an example of the ways Yung Yisroel
followed the model set by the great modernist Yiddish journals in Europe and

Meeting of Yung Yisroel in Kibbutz Yagur, 1956. Right to left: Avrom Rinzler, Rukhl Fishman,
Avrom Karpinovitz, Yossl Birshtein, Avrom Sutskever, Rivka Basman, Moshe Gurin, Moshe
Yungman, Zvi Eizenman, Shlomo Vorzoger, Courtesy of Rivka Basman,
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