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Cherscters (in order of appesrance)

Children:
Yisrolik/ Bolush~ the youngest (cen be played by a girl)

Yosl / Kulss
Chanele / Halinke- His sister
Wladek- Polish cigsrette vendor

Berl / Bitshek-~ the oldest

Adults:
Yosl's Mother
Soldier / Blackmsiler
Babtshe~ 0ld Polish woman
Crazy Dsughter- sdolescent

Narrstor- member of Jewish underground

Dancers

Act I: The ‘arsaw Ghetto and the "Arysn" side, 1942

Act IT: The "Aryen" gide of Warssw, after the
liquidetion of the Ghetto, “utumn, 1943

Act TIII: Severall months later.
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Scene I Act I: Tokes place in the Ghetto esnd on the "Arysn" side,
1942, As sudience enters, they find YISROLIK sleeping
center stage, covered with rags. Play begins with the
Yoy music of "KH'HEYS YISROLIK" in background. YISROLIK
N wakes up and begins shging the words end begging. DANCERS ﬁp@#
wearing yellow armbands begin moving around him as passers-—

by. Freeze., ZFade out.
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Scene 2 Iights up on stage left. MOTHER, YOSL and CHANELE sitting
at an empty teble. DMNMOTHER with hesad in hands. YOSL depressed
and CHANELE crying.
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Lights up on center stege. Yisrolik is gone. Dancers ‘resume
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action but at a slower pace. One falls. Freeze.
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A AY Dancers resume their movement. Two more dancers ”dieo”

Freeze. Yosl is now determined to leave the ghetto.
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Silence., Yosl gets up, goes over to MOTHER who gives him a
few pennies, in silence. YOSL leaves. Blackout.
Scene 3 Morning. DANCERS dressed in\yggggggl&ggpgif&YOSL joins their
ranks leaving the "ghetto." each worker is stopped at the
"gate" for his pspers. YOSL speaks by unnoticed. Once on the E;
"Arysn side" he removes arm bagd and buys two loafs of bread. W
N ANAANAAAA
DAI'CERS sre "working" all the while, digging ditches. Once

the transaction is done, Dancers stop work, line up, and are

joined by YOSL who secretly sells oneof his loafs to a DANCER.,




Sneaks back into ghetto with them. Dancers disperse. YOSL
returns to his "house." He rushes in, revives his mother,
hands her the bresd and returns the money.
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MOTHER embraces her son and 211 eat. YOSL looks exceptionslly
proud. Blackout.

Scene 4  ILights on center stege. A lerge sign of TYPHUS——EINTRITT
VERBOTEN dominestes the scene. DANCERS sre lying on the ground ,
some motionless, some begging for help. An ATTEIDANT wearing
8 white arm bend carries sway the "corpses." Scene continues
as lights up on stage left. MOLHER crouched on the floor,

Yosl is lying on top of the tsble. CHAILLE surveys the scene.

ohe, too is sick. ©She sneaks out of the "house" pas the
"Corpses" who resch out to her, and crswls thru = .hole in the

imeginary well to the "Arysn side." Sterts scrounging for
food. Bleckout on house and ghetto. _WQWW@M‘VNE
b g e

Lg Chenele wenders about desperstely on the arysn side,

Babtshe steps out of her house stage right. She is old snd
bedraggled and carries s bundle of keys on her belt. She
begins sweeping the front of her house. 4As soon as Chanele
catches sight of her, she sterts from fight and begins to flee.
Babtshe cslls her back,
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Chenele hesitastes at first, but finally consents, overcome
by her own hunger. The inside of the house is s mess. The
Crazy Dsughter is busy pleying jscks on the floor. All the
while, she doesn't look up from her geme. Chsnele sits down
at a small table and the Babtshe brings her s bowl of something
to eat, Chanele devours the contents of the bovl and the
stertled Bsbtshe crosses herself in fright. After the meal,
Babtshe shows Chsnele the ladder lesding up to the attic.
Chanele climbs up ad goes right to sleep. Babtshe snd Crazy
Desughter slecp down below, on the floor. Iijhts dim on
27)them but they remein visible during the "round-up."




Dim lights on the ghetto. PQLICE; wearing NAZI armbands
begin rounding up people by force. Cne 2olicemsn bresks

into Yosl's home, overturning beble, cheirs, dragging him

f,(
| and his Mother sway. They join the Dancers stage center

| who are being besten., Yosl manages to sneak awsy. Center
stage is emptied.

A

Morning. ILights up on Babtshe's house. Chsnele climbg

down from the attic. DBabtshe gives her s half loaf of

bread. Crazy Daughter lsughs. Chencle lesves and sneaks
back into the ghetto the same way she left. ZFinds the streets
deserted. #~he rushes home, sees what hes hapoened, is too
frantic even to cry and rushes off. Blackout,

Act II takes place on the Aryan side of Varsaw., Autumﬂjl945°

Scene 1 Yisrolik, center stage. Hums "Yisrolik" to himself. Stage
left is now @ restaurant with s sgn "NUR IFUR DEUTSCHE",

‘é#bkﬁhu Seated inside is one SCLDIZR wearing Nagi _armbend, He is
¥ drinking coffee.’ Dancerea symbollcally arLanged as soldiers
and Polish citizens welk through the streets.,

German marahlng music is coming from stage left. As
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Yisrolik hums, he uncon501@usly begins stepping up the beat
of his song until it, too, sounds like s merching tune. He

N

~ begins goose-stepring up and down. Pessers-by notice him,

lsugh and throw him money.

Soldier gets up from the table, sees Yisrolik doing his

act end smiles. He calls to Yisrolik who goes over fearfully.
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Soldier takes a whistle out of his pocket, blows it and
hands it to Yisrolik who grabs the whistle and runs--right into

. Chanele.,

The childreh stop desd in their tracks. Lthey scrutinize each
other. Once they have regsined their composure they look
around cerefully to meke sure no one is watching them. Move
upstage.
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smiles . childishly ,
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Yisrolik returns to the street with Chanele. Yisrolik
begins his "routine" this time to Yhesnele's accompsniment. More
_money from the crowd. After a while, the street empties and they

retire to stag se right--to Bebtshe's house. Chsnele Knocks & asdmitted.
sees VYisroljk
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Babtshe observes him cerefully and finslly lets them in. Crazy
Daughter runs over to the ladder and stretches out her hand:
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Chanele and Yisrolik esch pay her snd climb up the ladder. Crazy
Daughter gives the money to Babtshe, then follows the children up.
On the upper level the children become engrossed in a game of Jjacks.

Blackout.

Scene 2. TLights on stage left and center. Stsege left is now a com- %aff
’ n large sign corrying the letters "R.G.C.'" hangs U

~ nunsl kitbchen.
Yladek is

over the table. & gigantic pot rests on the teble,
hobilng Yosl by the coat and yelllng
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W»N;ij Wladek stserts besting him up. In this instent Bitshek sppears,
18 o) surveys the scene, runs up to !/ladek and throws him to the
' ground.
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&KKJ\ Bitshek continues beating him and finelly lets him escape.
\JQJ Yosl is still on the ground. DBitshek helps him up. Pause.
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Yosl is frightened. He answers quickly as if reciting @
formula:
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UL They walk over to stage left where a2 Yoman wearing sn apron is

! serving food to Dencers wsiting in line. Bitshek tskes two
tin cens out of his coat pocket snd hends one to Yosl. They
get into line snd each receives a portion of "soup." They sit
down in a corner and est ravenously.
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Yosl is silent. He doesn't know what to say LAfter 2 while:

by
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Yosl jumps up end is sbout to run swey when Bitshek whispers?
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Yosl stares st him in emezement. A4t first he is unwilling to
believe but seeing Sitshek smile, he too bresks into a grin and
sits down agsin.
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They get up end exit left. Blackout.

3 Stage left reconverted into e restesurant. Several soldiers
are now inside making merry. The same marching music 8s before.
Dancers, 211 dressed ss soldiers, walk through the street. Wlsdek
A is standing center back selling cigarettes. Bitshek and Yosl —
UV V. appear from stege left., Yosl sees Wladek and is taken aback,

N . but Bitshek calms him down. They observe Wladek at work.
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Bitshek hands Yosl four packs of cigarettes which he takes from
his pocket snd instructs him to stend in fromt of the "restaurant.”
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Yosl obeys. As soon as he spproaches, lWladek turnsoon him angrily:
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Yosl, frightened, looks back at Bitshek who sopears beside him. -
Wladek bascks off and continues selling further right. Bitshek, |.o -
satisfied, moves upstsge. At this point one Soldier steps out of
the restsursnt ad is met by Yosl. 1,
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The soldier takes s bill from his pocket and buys_aiiﬁigﬁﬁ;packs.wwj
Yosl, elated, runs over to Bitshek. ﬁ@miQﬁjﬁﬁéhﬁy
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0¥  Bitshek smiles.
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WF Yosl run%off, stage left. lieanwhile Bitshek runmeges around and
\\ﬁf __ finds some random pieces of wood end o.'stone. He takes some nails
Yo \\ out of his pocket and starts constructing 8 vendor's boX. Just
as he finishes, Yosl srrives with the new cigerettes. DBitshek
shows off his hendiwork.
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Bitshek hsnds the box to Yosl.
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Yosl takes the box and welks up and down the stage looking for a

rope or string. When this fsils, he turns to the sudience and asks:
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(A "plant" in the sudience mey be usedf\ When he procures one
he runs over to Bitshek.
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And ties it sround his neck. He puts the cijarettes in the box
and starts celling out his wares, with more Confidence thsn
before. ' /)
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Scene 4 * Same as before, minus Wlsdek. Fewer soldiers in the streets.
" "TNow Bitshek slso carries a vendor's boX ond is stetioned a few

paces away from Yosl. ©Soldiker walks by snd both boys run over
to him.
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Soldier buys .a. packAfrom Bitshek and exits. Yisrolik / Bolush
enters from-right singing the "militery" version of his song.
Bitzhek and Yosl exchange glances as they recognize the tune.
Bolush doesn't notice them. Both boys bresk into 2 smile. As
Bolush starts doing his "ect'", the boys begin whistling "Yisrolik"
in its original version. Bolush stops and turns sround in amazew
ment and frlght, The boys go up to him in a carefree manner,
each one tsking him by the arm, snd begin imitating his march.
Bolush, thinking they are out to get him, tries to breek sway,
but before he can, a_.whistle is heard and Chanele / Halinke runs
in looking for her partner. #ll three boys turn around.

Yosl and Halinke sre thunderstruck as they recognize each other.
Halinke almost calls out "Yosl", but stops herself after the
first syllable. They rush into each other's srms. Passers-by
take notice, Bolush is lost. Only Bitshek takes stock of the

gituation and leads them aside.
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The children walk off geily in the direction of Babtshe's house.
Halinke knoclks; and is sdmitted by the Crezy Daughter
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Daughter lets them in. DBabtshe apoecsrs snd throws up her hands
in despair:
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Babtshe relents. Halinke lesds the way to the attic. The
crazy dsughter collects from eech of them, as before. The four
children climb upstairs. They sit down in a circle whispering to

each other excitedly and %;5&%%%81 The "theme" music of "Yisrolik"
2as heerd in the background. Tocual fade out.

INTERMISSION

\ct III: '"Arysn" Side., linter, 1943.

Scene 1: "R.G.O0." communel kitchen sct up, stege left. BSeated 8t a |
small side table is the Narrastor dressed in a htavy coat. H%is J
eating breed sndisoup. Scversl Dancers, drecsed for winter, wait

T in line for soup. ILs 1Iights come uy, Bitshek enters the kitchen

a1 W and gets into line. Nerrstor looks up and notices bitshek, whom he
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recognizes. Their glances meet for a second. Bitshek gets his
food and sits down on the floor, not far from lNaerrstor's table.
Again their glesnces meet, this time for seversl moments. It is
clear thet Bitshek recognizes the Narrator as well. Narrstor
finishes eating quickly, scts up and with a mod of his hesad,
motions Bitshek to follow. DBitshek gobbles down the reminder of

his soup and follows him cerefully. He comes up behind Nsrrator
and asks:

YPITAXRDD VT 21K LYIIRY2 b§n R 023 IR LRI 2X , 7?10 vooT $PIVDY 2
?"7Ravor"
?"7§:m0§" YT IR DYIARYL LORT 1T IR V:ﬁRDﬁﬂxJ
Bitshek nods his head. .
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Nerrator puts on & sorrowful expression. Although he is trying
to befriend the boy, his secret work does not allow him to reveal
anything sbout himself,
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Narrater is visibly surprised.
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They pert company, each in different directions. Blackout.

Scene 2: Stage left a restaurant agein. hilitary music, lots of move-
| ment and noise. Several Dancers, goose-stepping in form tion,

| cross the stage. Uladek snd Children all stationed st different

% places, calling out their wares:
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AL

K%}/ﬁ} Nerrstor enters and sece Bitshek closest to him. They move ‘upstage
/ to talk. 411 this wile the Childrcn sre selling thelr wares to
passing soldiers sl el

3 E//
; LB VT 18 VPIIB O IYRIPYA BO2T IR SPYUDI
looksS oarouna
) PYTIRA 7227 1% 7AVAVA IVTICP 27 bR (BINR 0T bBpIp) $ WA D
pPownks 45" Winadeks group ¥ T
(Tpyar®11 7218 I8 ©T2211) vIRT Yoovy ox1g e LR L, YYR DY PR e ge]
? T A3CY5 > = s
YT L,IYIV? LNIIX YPrIIT0D IR OTTIIN w:gnAﬂyaqubug BATIR
- Pojats Tat  Relusk T
715 183 BIn? K TN (7w1b$3 7R IR DTYIIT) WpITWLIYIYP




11

A..\‘)\’T\L S 'PQ\(\“\'S &b KM[S\S $ "\n')l\lm
/<@® //  porY2ip 9raw TR BT2211) Y°I1X YIPY 1IN b 7DOPYZIYD 7IR 7YOK
proybIx 0T 7231 297 ,ayvboyiiw (IR wywwﬂn ivavy (gyp3shun 7w
CTRYD 7DYIR KT ©IAYARA
SOLDIER is examining HALINKE'S merchandise snd asks:
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SOLDIER picks up one pack.
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\] HALINKE hands him another pack which he examines carefully and
) smells.
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W 1   SOLDIER puts the pack in his pocket.
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SOLDIER peys and lesves. HALINKE spits into the banknote for good

luck and puts it away in her pocket. BOLUSH comes up to her
smiling. HALINKE bursts out lsughing.

8 Y $§r RW %2 y°°p L 3 BRI W TR 197295 X LPROYA DY TR and TYPIITAT
ng Yy 7vo’v11 7IN 937D LDARTYR DII IRD "3 DHIY WD TRV R .75&3
poinfs  at | Wladek™
LO2I1TR JYIR DI (7pyvxb11 SERTIN ] BT211)
SIYDIPPIIIE IRI VP WY LT wrAIT tI7KD
JDYPYA 770 PUUIY B3 YD DY LYORP IPT 71D 777ApYIIR 7IK3 20811 22372k
NARRATOR, who has been watching the entire transaction, now goes
over to the CHILDREN himself and buys a pack of cigarettes from
BOLUSH.,
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BOLUSH and HALINKE exchange glances, suspiciously.
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BOLUSH's suspicions are now definitely sroused. He looks up at
NARRATOR snd then around him, for an escape route. Long, uncom-
fortable pause. HALINKE interrupts sharply.
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The situation is saved by BITSHEK's approach He smlles ironically.
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The CHILDREN RELAX and start asking NARATOR questions excitedly.
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:&\ « A SOLDIER ppéars and crosses the stage in their direction.
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CHILDREN take up their positions quickly. SOLDIER passes them
without stopping to buy. CHILDREN again crowd around NARRATOR.
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N NARRATOR lesves, CHILDREN pack up their goods and walk off in the
other direction. Blackout. -
Scene 3: At BABTSHE's. CHILDRIN sitting downstelrs playing Jjacks with
CRAZY DAUGHTER. BOLUSH gets up from the gome, and with his back

Q“‘ to the audience, starts peeing into a bowl on the floor. Just at
this moment, BABTSHE comes in, sees him snd shouts.
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BOLUSH shakes hih head violently. '
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BOLUSH refuses, pretending to be embarassed.
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Nobody moves. CRAZY DAUGHTER continues her gsme ss if nothing
were happening.
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KULAS puts & bill into BABTSHE's apron pocket. BABTSHE turns her

back on the Children, takes out the banknote and examines it.
She shakes her head, but speasks in a milder tone,
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Bitshek knocks l/ladek down. .ladek starts scfesming.
(B s 17T LYT2Y qyave cow 1ooxvban g i1

{x&@’ soldiers stert coming to the scene. As soon as. Bitshek notices,

-\—_
he calls out.

7 IDIRI 222 YRV T2 FIVIIWIRD-—-0R?IP , 17 Piywnaga vT 1%, a03n P00
Y - -

;¥//" -7} Bitshek lets go of his victim snd 81l the Children run off in
7 different directions.

7

Scene 5 DBabtshe's house. Dark. Bitshek, Hslinke and Bolush sre asleep
upsteirs. Daughter asleep downstolrs end Bebtshe is sitting at
the table, eating. DBleckmeiler, elegently dressed, approaches
with his companion (one of the Dancers) Blackmaller knocks on
the door very loudly twice, then kicks it with his foot,

P2oxobRe Lypaydy @ 11489800

Babtshe Jjumps up. Children awske im. eulotely and find s hiding
plece in the sttic. DBabtshe opens the door and the Men enter

quickly.
sl oams %
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Seenrch looks cirtund
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Blackmesiler and Compsnion turn the place inside out. Blackmailex
climbs up the ladder and looks sround carefully. Should be
played for suspense. Blackmsiler climbs back down.

RELATIAREENE EENE FIA NG LI RS R Ry Al

b e /’/\UAW Mﬂﬁ_é_ hemn

XN&&RV The men leave, IQ@_thldren nomq_ggngrom hiding, climb down and

embrace Babtshe. Iiegmwhile, as They cross the stage, the lMen meet
Kulas coming home.

Payng ags nip o: TR0

Kulas walks over to them, fearfully,

19991 qon ,R91D 7P vos 280 L7727 R DO2 1T TR 707911 902 @ TTLAXDanY
v -
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Kulss mseskes a run for it and the lMen chsse after. 4 '"chage scene"
ensues throughout the entire theatre, in and out of the aisles.-
Kules hides somewhere in the udlence end the lien go right by

him, They return to the stage, =~ 7 give up end exit. Kulas care-
fully returns to the stage, knocks on Bsbtshe's door snd 1s admitt
ed by the greteful Children. Kulss, breething hesvily, tells

them what happened.
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Children go into a corner snd whisper among themselves. Bitshek

steps out to spesk for the group. ,
<7B°1%03I% 7°2 770 995 T pox 7AW LR 2 PVDID
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Children climb upsteirs and go to sleep.

__————é/ -

Sceme 6  Commingl kitchen "i,G.0." Narrastor is sitting in his previous

§;%ig

oK

spot, eating. Children come running. Only Halinke enters and
motions for him to come out. Narrator packs up the rest of his
Gy? food end goes over to the Children who crowd around him,
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Narrator is visibly concerned.
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Narrstor hends:the money-to Bitshek who shekes his hand 2l most
in a business-like menner. Narrator smiles.
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Narrgtor starts to lesve. Stons end turns back. ) v
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Narrator tekes leave of them CHildfen have regained their spirits.
ISiv-017 w12 T3P

Bitshek hands the money to Halinke.
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y&xux Bitshek exits 1eft. Children walk over to the right. They stand
Qpﬁe in front of Babtshe's house for & few moments, afrsid to knack.
Finally Halinke knocks. Babtshe opens the door,

12729%% 7290 715 997911 T°R phoy IR e 3740 W Fog]
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Bolush cups his hands and blows into them,
<IP°TIY 7T aOpA%D 07 Y11 §2°a 7oK : 0P
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Bobtshe is speechless:she lets them in without s word. Once
inside, Hglinkehsands her the money which Babtshe hides in her
bosom.,
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7

_knocks and is admitted by Basbtshe. He is carrying a bag. He
~climbs upstairs snd pours outjthe contents of his bag on the floor:

C}fg@AJ Children meke their way to the sttic. At this point Bitshek
C4£}& five potatoes and five candles.
)
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The children laugh. They srrange the five candles in a row, each
stuck . in a (pre-punched) potatoe.
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Bolush is delighted. Hg%tands up and sings.
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Bolush interprets the verse as he sings it. For the first line
he pretends to be shivering from the cold. For the second, he
shows the snow falling and for the last two he expresses warmth,

IYPyRIY 0T ybayTicp pTiox $WT3P
b§n 7°°p 03 3%y poyannry
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Now Kulss stends up snd acts out&he second verse to Bolush'sg
singing. ~°°
TOYE 7°K 02198 TVya A71no 2171732
(v2°13vnuRd) vow3town 715 717 9v9
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Kules tekes a "He-lion" stence for the first two lines snd fights
off the "enemy" with his "sword" for the last two.
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Now Helinke comes forwsrd.




17

, 97w 272297 wix 2011 by Wil IR 1172
(n’3§mva) BY3I00 *7 JRT DO IR
,0ay—="2" & Jwoyhw roR "o X

.(B738017T7D) B30T VI BYIR

Halinke plays imaginery dreydl for the beginning of the stanzs.
At the word "shlekht" she mekes a sour faoce snd at "pekht' -~
she smiles. Finally she pulls out "money" st the last line.
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Children sit. Psusee.Bitshek lights the first cendle and mumbles

the blessing under his bresthy The Children answer "Omeyn."
He‘f@ﬁﬁﬁ%@'%ﬁé”ﬁﬁﬁﬂi@“ffbm*thgpotatoe and with it lights the

next one, saying:
IRD 7IR JYPAIW IND L YDRD-YURL YIo2n 8D Yvioh-aoianm R PYRDID

93999 aynydh

Bitshek hsnds the shemes to Kules who 1i hts the second candle,
saying:
MUWWVWVE Y3°2n RE L IYDRD YT RS UKD (IR Yu2oY-natin R :0X?IP
LAYTII2 92T 7IR OIYVOYIIW 20 19%

Kules hands the shames to Halinke who lights the third saying,

; TV70RD IRD , WRYP WD L, 7YIYIYE IR, VORD-YORD 85 yhywacy ® 1¥PIT A

LIy Ap3a Twd JIR Y2202 WD

Halinke handsthe shemes to Bolush who lights the last candle

saying, !

TIR LIYVOYIIL JIR IYIOI2 IRD ,VIRI-PIIOT , YDRD-YORD IRD 17170
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Gradual Fade Out. Candles sre left burning., Children leave.
Lights go up. No curtein call.




