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44 Proclamation of the Jewish Labor Bund

°The casualty
figure, as is well
known, was
higher. The
proclamation was
written when the
Jull extent of the
pogront was tot
yet known.
[Editorial note in
the original. ]

The Russian Social Democratic Workers’ Party
The General Jewish Workers” Bund in Lithuania, Poland and Russia

" To All Jewish Workers Male and Female!

On the sixth and seventh of April a pogrom took place in Kishinev! A band of
Christians attacked the Jewish townspeople and with the greatest cruelty they
destroyed Jewish homes, stores, study houses and brought to ruin a large number
of Jewish families. Up to forty-one people® were felled at the hands of this wild
forcet

The Kishinev pogrom is a terrible and tragic fact in the twentieth century, that
century in which humanity boasts of its civilization, its progress, its education and
culture. But however deeply this fact may touch our human feelings, the spilled
blood and the whole tragic picture of the pogrom must not be allowed to dim our
vision, or blur our understanding, or obstruct the essential and profound factors
that brought this fact about, and that bring about thousands of other such tragic
facts.

Anti-Semitism, the hatred of Jews that finds occasional expression in pogroms,
is only one kind or species of the hatred that generally exists between different
nations. This hatred, however, does not lie in the nature of people; as surely as it
blossoms only under specific social conditions, so will other conditions destroy it
In the struggle for existence, it often happens that different groups are thrust into
competition with one another, and this is what gives rise 1o the hatred between
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them. And when these competing parties also belong 1o dillerent nationalitics,
then the hatred becomes a racial and national struggle.

Capitalism increases the competition both among individual capitalists and
among the bourgeois classes of different nations who strive to displace one another
from this or that market. The hatred between different classes can exist among
the nationalities that inhabit a single land as well as those that inhabit different
countries.

The entire capitalist world that trembles before the international force of the
united proletariat tries through all possible means to undermine this unity and
solidarity: by arohsing national animosities among the workers; by inciting the
basest instincts of a people against a foreign people and thereby diverting its at-
tention from its real concerns, from the revolutionary socialist struggle. And in
those countries where the people is especially ignorant and enslaved, ali these
efforts meet with great success.

Anti-Semitism, as we said before, is but one form of national hatred; it finds
most of its following among the petty bourgeois strata of society. The evolutionary
course of capitalism is such that small capital is increasingly swallowed up by large
capital, and as it loses its footing, it seeks to save itself by destroying its Jewish
competition. Agitation begins against the Jewish competition, against Jewry in
general, and this agitation, falling as it does on the fertile ground of ignorance and
superstition, has a particularly great effect.

Here in Russia, the tsarist regime plays the lead role in national agitation and
persecution. The powerful labor movement, the peasant unrest, the student unrest,
and the whole revolutionary current sweeping over all of Russia make the autoc-
racy unsure of its existence so that it will use all means at its disposal——hahging,
flogging, exile to Siberia; exploiting every possible occurrence to turn the Russians
against the Poles and both against the Jews—in order to weaken the revolutionary
spirit among the people, to confound its political understanding. The tsar's lackeys
keep the people in ignorance, propagate the wildest superstitions in its midst; the
anti-Semitic papers, supported by the government, spread the old wives’ tales
about blood libels and try to convince the people that the Jews are the sole cause
for its terrible, forlorn state. And the ignorant, debased masses, who already carry
hatred and protest in their hearts, who do not understand the true causes of their
plight, spill all their rage upon the innocent Jews.

What do we se€ in the Kishinev pogrom? .

A month earlier a Christian boy was killed in Dubosar, not far from Kishinev.
The murderers were not found and the anti-Semitic paper Bessarabers disseminated
the rumor that Jews had murdered the boy to use his blood for religious purposes.
The anti-Semitic press did not cease from inciting Christians against the Jews, 1o
awaken all those base feelings and instincts among the folk, and the utterly debased
mob began to attack Jews with a frenzy. The huge mass of police and Cossacks
who descend like locusts on workers at every demonstration, at every battle with
the capitalists and the government, who rout the demonstrators in an instant,
couldn’t restrain a few hundred angry rioters (there are more than three hundred
policemen, three army regiments, three brigades and a battalion of reserves sta-
tioned in Kishinev). The government did not step in because it didn’t want to,
because it has a vested interest in such things as pogroms.
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How can we overcome the causes that bring about national hatred, anti-Sem- -
itism and pogroms, and what can we do when pogroms break out?

The so-called *Friends of the Jewish people’” spill rivers of tears over the new
Jewish calamity: the [St. Petersburg daily} Fraynd {Friend} wrings its hands in
despair; the [Warsaw weekly] Yidishe Folkstsaytung {Jewish people’s Paper| in-
structs us to be as still as the waters, as low as the grass, while the Zionist poet
[S. Frug] laments, ~“How weak is our hand to do battle, how great and heavy is
our woe."”® ‘

Only slaves can talk this way, people who are accustomed to enduring all acts
of violence submissively, who don’t believe in their own powers and who always
await salvation from other quarters—i{rom God, from friends, from the govern-
ment. [

This is not the way w¢, Jewish workers, think. The struggle that we’ve been
waging for so many years has convinced us that help lies in us alone. Our unity
has increased our power; ouf solidarity and readiness to protect our interests at
all times have instilled fear in our enemies.

Ignorant, debased and enraged masses took part in the Kishinev pogrom. The
intelligent, class-conscious Christian worker is our comrade; he fights together with
us under a single flag, under the flag of international socialism. spreading class
consciousness, aiding the growth of the socialist movement that will destroy the
whole capitalist order—this is the best and only way to bring an end to anti-
Semitism and the pogroms.

What, then, should we do during the pogroms themselves?

We must answer violence with violence, no matter whete it comes from. Not
with sweet words but with arms in our hands can we prevail upon the frenzied
pogromists. We mustn’t hide in attics but must go out face 10 face, “with a mighty
arm,’” to fight these beasts.

Let not the Kishinev pogrom weaken our faith in our sacred ideal. With hatred
and with a threefold curse on our lips let us sew the shrouds for the Russian
autocratic regime, for the anti-Semitic band of swindlers, for the whole capitalist
system. May the number of conscious and active fighters for socialism keep grow-
ing; may the solidarity with our fellow workers of other nations keep on growing!

Down with anti-Semitism!

Down with Tsardom!

Long live international prolctarian solidarity!

L Long live socialism!,

. Central Commitice of the Bund
! April 1903
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guilty:

THREE CONMUNIQUES OF

THE _|F,\VIISH COMBAT ORGANIZATION .

This is to inform the public that after the Jewish police in Warsaw,
its officers and men, were found guilty, as reported in a communiqué
on August 17, the sentence against Jacob Lejkin, assistant Jewish
police chief, was carried out on October 2q, at 6:10 p.m.

Further reprisals will be taken, with the full strictness of law.
Also, this is to informn the public that the following were found

(1) The Judenrat in Warsaw and its leadership for cooperation
with the occupicr and for signing the deportation order.

(2) The managers of the factory shops and their officials who ap-
press and cxploit the workers.

(3) Squad leaders and officials of the Werkschutz for their cruel

treatment of the workers and the Jewish population withowm
appropriate work permits.

Reprisals will be taken, with the full strictness of law.

Warsaw: October 3o, 1942

Uncertainty about the next day poisons every moment of the bhitter
dave existence of the Jewish community in Warsaw. Every din
brings various “sure” necws, gossip, rumors, deadlines alfecting the
fate of the Warsaw ghetto, We are being “granted’ 1wo weeks, thiee
weeks, three months, four months, to live. Owr quivering neives
uemble; our spent spirits see-saw between hope and resigned de-
spair.
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© Will we still allow ourselves to be lulled by goo

Have we still learned nothing from our dreadful experience?

d words from one
or another German murderer, by one or another fle spread by
Jewish Gestapo agents, venal traitors or trusting souls?.

Without doubt Hitlerism aims to destroy all Jews. But itis done
gradually, in stages. The chicl aim of its tactics is to fool and trap
the Jewish populace. Hitlerism plunges the knife deep into its
victin's throat and meanwhile throws a bone to the’ next vicim
before slaughtering him. ' o

Let us therefore bravely look the truth straight in the face.

We do not believe in any “stabilization action.” 12

We remember all the lies, starting with “resettlement to the

East,” and ending with the numbers, mass pcrmits, selectio

ns, and
registrations.

We all know the truth about the gigantic sl
Treblinka, where hundreds of thousands of our fat
brothers and sisters, sons and daughters werc so
dered with bestial sophistication.

‘Thercfore we don't believe at all in the “new” decree about

creating [new] Jewish ghettos. This is a trap in which at any moment
the door between life and death can be slmnmed shut.

The Umschlag? has heen liguidated, the “illegal JewsT !
have been given ammesty, all Jews will be “employed” and “pro-
visioned”’—what cynical mockeryl Thesmurderer plays a while with

aughterhouse in
herg:and mothers,
inhumanly mur-

v2. Van Sammern-Frankenegg and Aucrswald had “guaranteed” a delegation of
the Judenrat that the situation in the ghetto was stahilized, that no ham
would came to the Jews if they continued to work industrigusly.

Called the Umschlagplalz, a square near a railroad siding At the outskints of
the ghetto, where the Jews were assembled and loaded on fiéight trains going
to Treblinka. b G

H ) )
t}. Those who did not have permits id(‘nli()‘n’g them as workers in one of the

serman enterprises. Yo avoid “resettlement,”, they hid in Ldnkers during the
roundups. £ o ‘
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the defenseless victim before brin

ging down the bloodicd axe on his
head. ' ‘

Jews, citizens of the Warsaw ghetto, be alert, do not believe a
single word or act of the SS bandits. Dcathly danger threatens. Re-
member the last “action”—seizing Jews 1o send them “for work” to
Lublin, They needed “tailors,” but scized old people, children,
People were seized for “work,” and taken away just as they were, in
their bare rags. The old story repeats itsell once
arrive and letters saying that they were indeed sent to Lublin. We
remind you of the “letters,” the “reliable” messages from Brest-
Litovsk, Minsk, Bialystok, which the Germans fabricated. We re.
mind you that Beliec is located in the Lublin district, where tens

of thousands of Jews have heen murdered according to the T'reb.
linka method.

Let’s not fool ourselves.

The Lublin “action” of November
something else,

again: inessages

10 and 11 teaches us also

Once more the Germans have found helpers and

agents among
the Jews themselves. Once ag

ain they have found scoundrels who
have, with their own hands, deliverced their brothers to the slaughter.

the price for saving their own vile, despicable lives. The gangrene
which the Jewish police and Judenrat members has let loose in
Warsaw has infected the circles of the workshop managements, often
run by the meanest scoundrels, ready for any infamy.

Do not believe the Jewish “big wheels,” the directors of the

workshops, the foremen—they are your enemies. Do not let your.
selves be fooled by them. ‘

Do not delude yourselves, and do not let yourselves be delnded.

that the better craltsmen, the senior workers who have numbered

tickets, are safe, and so let the weaker ones, the unprotected he
delivered [to the Germans).

All are endangered.

Let nobody dare lend a hand, nor help—
to deliver into the hands of the exccutioner
rade, his neighbor, or his coworker.

" Let us not act like scum, like vermin, in the f
Help one another.

The vile traitors who help the ¢
camp.

actively or passively-—
his brother, his com.

ace of destruction.

iemy must be spewed out of o

Do not let yourselves he destroyed like sheep.
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the Germans with information about Jewish bunkers in attics and

cellars.

Shot February 26, the chief loader at the Umschlagplat,
Brzezinski, who behaved provocatively toward the demands of l!lc
Combat Organization, and, put secret agents on the trail of its
representatives. .

Shot February 28, the well-known Gestapo agent Bobi Nebel,
who engaged in spying on the circles of Jewish political life. '

Shot Fcbruary 28, the editor of the traitorous Gestapo sheét
Zagiew, Adash Schein, who engaged in informing on and in demora}l-
izing Jewish political life. : ) '

‘The Combat Organization is in possession of a complete list
of all those who, remaining in the service of the Germans, have
forgotien that they are Jews and human beings. '

THE COMBAT ORGANIZATION WARNS ALL THESE
SCOUNDRELS THAT UNLESS THEY IMMEDIATELY CEASE
THEIR CONTEMPTIBLE ACTIONS, THEY WILL ALIL BE
SHOT! |

We warn all officers and functionaries of the Jewish police not to
interferc with the activity of the units of the Combat Organiza-
tion. Let them also remember that no protection against the bullet
of the resisters can be found with the chief executioner Brandt,!? in
concealment or in flight to the so-called Aryan side.

We warn all directors of the workshops, inside and outside the
ghetto, not to agitate for nor to urge upon the workers voluntary
evacuation of Jews! , '

‘The German villains will not let you alone for long. Therelore,
we suthimon you to gather around the banners of struggle and re-
sistance. Hide your wives and children and enlist—with Wh;llC\.'Cl'
you can—in the struggle against the Hitlerite bandits. The Jewish

Combat Organization is counting on your complete moral and ma-
terial support.

Warsaw  “euto

High Command of the
March

S 14 Combat Organization
N . .

* Prepare yourselves to defend your lives.

Remember that also you—the civilian Jewish population—are
at the front in the fight for freedom and humanity.

The enemy has already been severely hurt. Let us bravely and
nobly defend our honor.

Long live freedom!
December 4, 1942

™ ™>

WARNING

The passive and active resistance of the Jewish masses during the
memorable days of January 18-22, 1913, took the Hitler bandits by
surprise and convinced them that the Jews will no longer go like
sheep to the slaughter. The deportation action was marked by an
interruption which was forced upon the German thugs. The bloody
occupant has convinced himsclf that he will not wipe out the rem-
nants of Warsaw Jewry with the means hitherto used.

But, unfoﬂunately, the meanest scoundrels of socicty have come
to his aid. ’ :

With their aid the occupant wishes to uncover and destroy the
centers of armed resistance; they provide information about hiding
places; their degenerate minds offer up to the beasts the plan of

liquidating the Warsaw Jews with the method of Poniatowa or
Lublin. 1%

After the shooting of the Gestapo agent Arek Wecintraub on
February 21, a document was found confirming that he and his
“colleagues” had suggested to the Germans the plan of a “volun-
try” and “peaceful” rescttlement of the Jews to Poniatowa.

Shot February 29, the Gestapo agent Nossig,'s who provided

15. The SS had established a labor camp at Poniatowa, a village near Lublin,

“Rescttiement™ for work at Poniatowa was often given as the pretext for de-

portation to Treblinka, A similar argument was given in Lublin when the
Jews there were sent to Majdanck.

- Alfred Nossig (186.4-1913), had played a leading role in the intellectual and
political life of his native Lemberg (Lwow) before the First World War and
also in Berlin and Vienna, When the Second World War broke out, he tmned
up in Warsaw as a refugee. He held various posts in the Warsaw Judenrat,
but was regarded with suspicion by most of his colleagucs,
independent contacts with the Gestapo. Bernard Goldstein,
in his memoits abowt the Winsaw ghetto, The Stars Bear Wit
1949), discloscd that the Jewish underground searched Nossig's
found an identity card showing he had served the Gest

fargely for his
Rundist 1eader,
tess (New Yok,
apartment and
apo since 1933.

v7. Karl Brandt, sce Section 7, footnote 46.
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FOR YOUR FREEDOM AND OURS

Warsaw Ghetto: April 23, 1943
Poles, citizens, freedom fighters!

From out of the roar of the cannon with which the German
Army is battering our homes, the dwellings of our mothers, children,
and wives;

From out of the reports of machine-guns which we have cap-
tured from the cowardly police and SS men;

From out ol the smoke of fires and the blood of the murdercd
Warsaw ghetto, we—imprisoned in the ghetto—send you our heartt-
ful fraternal greetings//We know that you watch with pain and
compassionate tears, with admiration and alarm, the outcome of
this war which we have been waging for many days with the crucl
occupant.

Let it be known that every threshold in the ghetto has been
and will continuc to be a fortress, that we may all perish in this
struggle, but weé will not surrender; that, like you, we breathe with
desire for revenge for all the crimes of our common foe.

A battle is being waged for your freedom as well as ours.

For your and our human, civic, and national honor and
dignity. ‘

We shall avenge the crimes of Auschwitz, ‘T'reblinka, Belicc,
Majdanck!

Long live the brotherhood of arms and blood of fighting
Poland!

Long live freedom!

Dcath to the hangmen and torturers!

Long live the struggle for life and death against the occupant.

Jewish Combat Organization
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